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W hence this creation has

come

He who is its surveyor in

heaven

he alone knoweth

And yet doth he know?
- Rig VVed

T he gods did not reveal, from the beginning

All things to us; but in the course of time,

T hrough seeking we may learn, and know

things better.

But as for certain truth, no man has known it,

Nor will he know it; neither of the gods,

Nor yet of all the things of which 1 speak.

And even if by chance he were to utter

T he perfect truth, he would himself not knowv it,

for all is but a woven web of guesses.
—Xenophanes

A Greek bard, 570-475 B.C.
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Economic activity provides the material means for all our ends. At the same time, most of our

individual efforts are directed to providing means for the ends of others in order that they, in

turn, may provide us with the means for our ends. It is only because we are free in the choice

of our means that we are also free in the choice of our ends. Economic freedom is thus an

indispensable condition of all other freedoms and free enterprise both a necessary condition

and a consequence of freedom.
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Original Provisions + Amendments
Equality before Law

The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws
within the territory of India.

Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth

The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex,
place of birth or any of them.

No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them, be subject
to any disability, liability, restriction or condition with regard to- (a) access to shops, public
restaurants, hotels and places of public entertainment; or (b) the use of wells, tanks, bathing ghats,
roads and places of public resort maintained wholly or partly out of State funds or dedicated to the
use of the general public.

Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any special provisions for women and
children.

Nothing in thisarticle or in clause (2) of article 29 shall prevent the State from making any special
provisions for the advancement of any socially and educationally backward classes of citizens or
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (added by 1st Constitutional Amendment in 1951).

Nothing in this Article or in sub-clause (g) of clasue (1) of Article 19 shall prevent the State from
making any special provisions, by law, for the advancement of any socially or educationally
backward classes of citizens or for the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribesin so far as such
special provisionsrelateto their admission to educational institutionsincluding private educational
institutions, whether aided or unaided by the State, other than the minority educational institutions
referred to in clause (1) of Article 30. (added by 93rd Constitutional Amendment in 2006).

Equality of Opportunity in matters of public employment

There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to employment or
appointment to any office under the State.

No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence or

any of them, beineligiblefor, or discriminated against in respect of, any employment or office under
the State.
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(4)

(4a)

(4b)

Article - 29

(1)

(2)

Article - 30

(1)

(2)

Article - 46

Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any provision for the reservation of
appointments or postsin favour of any backward class of citizenswhich, in the opinion of the State,
is not adequately represented in the services under the State.

Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any provision for reservation in matters
of promotion ‘with consequential seniority’ to any classor classes of postsin the servicesunder the
State in favour of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes which, in the opinion of the State,
are not adequately represented in the services under the State. (added by 77th & 85th Constitutional
Amendmentsin 1995 & 2002 respectively)

Nothinginthisarticleshall prevent the Statefrom considering any unfilled vacanciesof ayear which
are reserved for being filled up in that year in accordance with any provision for reservation made
under clause (4) or clause (4A) as a separate class of vacancies of the year in which they are being
filled up for determining the ceiling of fifty per cent reservation on total number of vacancies of that
year. (added by 81st Constitutional Amendment in 2000)

Protection of interests of minorities

Any section of the citizensresiding in the territory of India or any part thereof having a distinct
language, script or culture of its own shall have the right to conserve the same.

No citizen shall be denied admission into any educational institution maintained by the State or
receiving aid out of State funds on grounds only of religion, race, caste, language or any of them.

Right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions

All minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall havetheright to establish and administer
educational institutions of their choice.

The state shall not, in granting aid to educational institutions, discriminate against any educational
institution on the ground that it is under the management of a minority, whether based on religion
or language.

The State shall promote with special care the educational and economic interests of the weaker
sections of the people, and, in particular of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and
shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation.

Article - 335 The claims of the members of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes shall be taken into

consideration, consistently with the maintenance of efficiency of administration, in the making of
appointmentsto servicesand postsin connection with the affairs of the Union or of a State. Provided
that nothing in thisarticle shall prevent in making of any provision in favour of the members of the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for relaxation in qualifying marksin any examination or
lowering the standards of evaluation, for reservation in matters of promotion to any class or classes
of services or postsin connection with the affairs of the Union or a State (added by 82nd
Constitutional Amendment in 2000).
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to cause justiceto reign over usall. ...

lawful defence ineffective.

“1f every person has the right to defend - even by force - his person, his liberty, and his
property, then it follows that a group of men has the right to organize and support a common
force to protect these rights continuously. Thus the principle of collective right - its reason
for existing, its lawfulness - is based on individual’s right. ...(T)he law is the organization
of the natural right of lawful defence. It is the substitution of a common force for individual
forces. And this common force is to do only what the individual forces have natural and lawful
right to do - to protect persons, liberties, and properties; to maintain the right of each, and

But, unfortunately, law by no means confines itself to its just functions. And when it exceeds
its proper functions, it does not do so merely in some inconsequential and debatable matters.
It goes further than that; it does directly opposite to what it is supposed to do. The law has
been used sometimes to destroy its own objective. It has been employed to deny justice it is
designed to maintain; to limit or deprive rights which it is bound to protect and preserve.
The law places the collective force at the disposal of the unscrupulous to help him exploit
the life, liberty and property of others, if he so desires. It has converted plunder into a right,
in order to perpetrate plunder. It has converted lawful defence into a crime, in order to make

How has this perversion of the law been accomplished ? And what have been the results ?”

- From*“ TheLaw” by Frederic Bastiat
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‘Dareto be free, and respect the freedom and the autonomy of others;
for the dignity of man liesin his freedom, and in his respect for other
people's autonomous and responsible beliefs, especially if these differ
widely from his own.’

- Immanuel Kant

‘Men wiser and more learned than | have discerned in history a plot,
a rhythm, a predetermined pattern... | can see only one emergency
upon another as wave follows wave, only one great fact with respect
to which, since it is unique, there can be no generalizations, only one
safe rule for the historian: that he should recognize ...the play of the
contingent and the unforeseen.... The fact of progress is written plain
and large on the pages of history; but progressis not a law of nature.
The ground gained by one generation may be lost by the next.’

- HAL. Fisher



Where the mind is without fear and the
head is held Fliﬂﬁ;

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been broken
up into ﬁ'aﬂments uf domestic walls;
Where words come out from the depth
of truth;

Where tireless striving stretches its arms
towards perfection;

WWhere the clear stream of reason has
not [ost its way into the dreary desert
sand nJ" dead habit;

Where the mind is [ed forward by
Ohee into ever -widening thought and
action

into that heaven oj’ freedam, my O ather,
fet my country awake.




