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Whence this creation has
come

He who is its surveyor in
heaven

he alone knoweth

And yet doth he know?

- Rig Ved

O he gods did not reveal, from the beginning
AW things to us; but in the course of time,
@'ﬁrougﬁ seeking we may learn, and know
things better.

PBut as for certain truth, no man has known it,
WNor will he know it; neither qf the god's,

Nor yet of all the things of which ‘I speak.

And even if by chance he were to utter

o) he pet_'féct truth, he would ﬁimse_[f not know it,
for all is but a woven web of guesses.

-Xenophanes
A Greek bard, 570-475 B.C.
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Among the traditions we must count as the most important is what we
may call the ‘moral framework’ (corresponding to the institutional
‘legal framework’) of a society. This incorporates the society’s
traditional sense of justice or fairness, or the degree of moral sensitivity
it has reached. This moral framework serves as the basis which makes
it possible to reach a fair or equitable compromise between conflcting
interests where this is necessary. It is, of course, itself not
unchangeable, but it changes comparatively slowly. Nothing is more
dangerous than the destruction of this traditional framework. (Its
destruction was consciously aimed at by Nazism.) In the end its
destruction will lead to cynicism and nihilism, i.e. to the disregard and
the dissolution of all human values.

Karl Popper (1963)

Freedom of thought, and free discussion, are ultimate Liberal values
which do not really need any further justification. Nevertheless, they
can also be justified pragmatically in terms of the part they play in the
search for truth.
Truth is not manifest; and it is not easy to come by. The search for
truth demands at least
(a) imagination
(b) trial and error
(c) the gradual discovery of our prejudices by way of (a), of (b), and
of critical discussion.

Karl Popper (1963)
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“Where the mind is without fear and the
head is held high;

“Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been broken
up into fragments of domestic walls;
GWhere words come out from the depth

o O_f truth;
%‘ “Where tireless striving stretches its arms
Feak towards perfection;

'3’5, Where the clear stream o_f reason has
) not lost its way into the dreary desert

sand oj" dead habit;

Where the mind is led forwarc[ Enz

0 hee into ever-widening thought and
action

let my coi,mtry awake,

—_—

= Rabindranath Fagore - (sitanjali
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