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Minutes of the meeting of 'I;pe fiational Exccutive of the Swatantra party

held in Bombay on J u n e 29, 1976.(*143,11!&%%“% Gand b Rd).

Prescnti- y _
Mr.G.K.Sundoram - - - in the chaoir.
Mr.Jacob Cherian. Mr.A.Duraisamy .
Mr.Paramenand Kejriwel. Mr-K.H.S.l‘?ramniam.
Mr.Horiherm Patel J Mr.S5.V.Raju.
Hr.c-ﬁ-suﬂhan. Mr.Girish Hl.lrlshia

The Exceutive sfter discussing the proposcd amendments to the Constitution
suggested by the Ruling party adopted the following resolution:—-

" Dhe National Executive of the Swatantra party considered the amcndmcnts
to the Constitution proposed by the Ruling Perty. It also had buforc it the
text of en "Intorim Report" by a committec conmsisting of M.Ps,lceders of
various political parties and other public men, set up by Sri Jayaprakash
Noreyan to review the working of the Indian Constitution.

In the first instancc, the National Exccutive was of the firm view that
other than amendments relating to territoriel matters, the amendments to
other provisions in the Constitution particulerly those dealing with the
rights of citizens, wcre wholly uncalled for.

The country's difficulties are a result of poor government and mismanzge-
ment of thée cconomy and not the Constitution which Wns being made the scape-
gost for thc failure of wrong ykx policies. The National Exccutive therefore
reiterates its confidence end faith in the Constitution as criginally fromed
by the Constituent Assembly ard pledges itsclf onec ggain to restare it to
its origingl farm".

Atthesame time it wes decided thet members «of the Gencral Council should know the
soplicnt features of the proposals so g8 to e¢nable them to send in their comments.
The General Scerctary, Mr.Girish Munshi asgreed-to preparce a summary of the Swaran
Singh Committee Keport, the Interim Report of the Committve appointed by Sri.
Jayaprakash Norayan end his (Mr.Manshi's) own comments in the light of the,
Swatantra Party's policies.

THE NEW PARTY.

The proposed farmation of a new party announced by Sri Jayaprakash Narayan
ond the programme in respect of which has been drafted by the Steering Committce
was discusscd at some length. In this conncction Mr.S.V.Rgju resd out a letter
addressed to him by Mr.Bhanu Pratep Singh, Acting General Secretary of the EID,
¥r.B.P.Singh had clong with his letter sent a copy of his letter to Mr.N.K.Ganapiah
as also a draft policy statememt that the BLD proposed in preference to the one
drufted by the Steering Committec appointed by Sri Jayaprakesh Nerayan. After
considerahle discussion the mecting odopted thefollowing resolutions—

"The Swatontre perty and its le.dership have over the years repeatedly
underlined the importance of n viable democratic national alternative
to the Ruling perty to make perliomentary dcmocracy meaningful. It has
therefore not merely welcomed such moves in the Past but has actively
ac.ughtlto make this dream come true. The party continues to believe that
there is need for the democratic opposition porties to come together and
from this point of view whole heartedly welcomes the initiative recently

token by leaders of some politicml parties unde i ;
i P 1 p er Sri Jaoyaprakash Narayon's

The Nationallfxccutive having ecrefully studied the progromme of the ncw

?.;.-I‘:-g ;gjeq?lc :]L:lcoming the immediate task of formstion of the now party
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i to accept many of bhe cconomic Solutions that have been

The Executive also notes the absence of any affirmation to abjurc UNENNEETEX
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unconstitutional means. The Notional Executive reitierates its -
of t-repeated position that in a democracy the politics of extra/
unconstitutional ggitation can have no part.

The Executive also notes that what has been suggested is the forma-
tion of o new party without making certain that the other parties
dissolve. The National Executive fecls that this is unfortunate *
and that unless the other partics zre committed to dissolve them- *
sclves the danger is yet another party will be added without any |
gugrantee of the others dissolving.

In the circumstances while the Swatentra perty will continue to
support all moves towards a unified opposition it regrets its
inability to respond to the czll to dissolve unless it is satisficd
with (a) the programme of the new party, and (b) an assursnce that
this will bring about a single non-communist national alternative.

In this context the party considered the possibility of General
Elcctions bcing held. The Swatantra party is convianced that fair
and free elections will only be possible when the emergency along
with the various gets it has engendred are withdrawn, fundamental
rights and freedoms are restored amd the press is free from all
forms of censorship. The Swatontra party is of the view that under
the prescnt conditions elections would be nothing short of fraud",

ACTIVITIES:-

The Exccutive felt that the cmergency did not prewent the holding of
atudy circles and group discussions far mcmbers within the premises. It
was therefore decided that Party units should be requested to call regular
meetings of members in small groups to discuss various matters concerning
party orgenisation and policy. |

The meeting olso considered &n alterncte dreft of a new Party to be ¥
called Janata Party received from the BID., This draft was nesrer the |
Swatantra position on mcst matters though there were ertain C i oAk
needed clarification. gh the e aspccts which

al

Th: meeting then terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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(V.S.Srilumar)
Joint Sceretary.



