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The attached copy of a Note

I sent to Shri Morarji Desail
on 10th April, 1975, three
days befora hn gave hp his
fast-gpto—death may be of
inteﬁﬁt to you.

Mr. M.R. Masani,
148, M.C. Road,
Bombay-400 023.



"In fact, most well-wighers and frie

w think of Morxarji'e fagﬁj

] :“h..ta o)
I am often asked: 'Wrab fo ¥ nds of Morarjibhai are

anxiougly perplexed cbout
- what is really the object of the fast 7

- Is a fast-unto-dentl juetifiable at all, ever,
in any circumetances 7

— In any event, wlat c¢oes he hope to achieve ?

Yhen I think over tlhese questione, I am reminded of the thousands
who cheerfully suffered long terms of irprisoncent and even
banishment, and of the many who cormitted suicide, in CZngoslof
valkia and in Austria wien Hitler witi. his hordes marched in to-
tynite" them with the "Fatherland® in 1938 (or was it early 1939?),
and in Russia and China; and of the many w'o later re-acted

the same way vien the Co municfs toolr over Czeckoslovekia and
Hungary, and could not be shaken off despite revolte in later

yeare vhicli were ruthlessgly suppressed.

2. Fundamentally, it is essentially & question of the finer
emotions, reason and the spirit of a men, 21l reaching the
breaking point when tlie socio=political environment mnkes life as
a free individual so utterly and absolutely intelerable that even
death geems’ prcferable. DBut when a nerson like Korarji who is
really spiritually brave encounters cSuch an environment, he does
not immediately end higs life by committing suicide by self-
immolation or otierwice; he clinge to the perhaps utterly hope-~
less-hope that it may just coneceivably be poseible to redreas

the situation.by the moral-cum-spiritual force of fasting <te
unto death,

3. The circumstances,which, as he felt, compelled Morarji to
take this extreme step can be briefly efummarised:

.(1) (a) In Gujarat, as a result of a popular uprising, a

corrupt Government was displaced last year hy
President's Rule. All norme of constitutional

and political behaviour reguired thiat fresh elections
to the State Tegislaiture shoulé lheve been leld

vwithin six monthe. 3ul everyone, including the

Central Governmment, Inew well whot tle outcome would
be, So thc President'e Rule was continued inﬂefinitely
on the gwound, firet, of a phoner Emerzency’ And
when that becsme an inﬂcfensﬁhle“frounﬂf the éoually
phoney ground now uxged ie te in;osﬁibility of holding
Elgct&ons while ti:e Famine Relief ".orke are in full 3
swing.

b ne like me i iwvi
(b) For one like me who, as a former Civil Servant, has
Eon@uctgd Llections in the pest and also adminictered
Tarine Voxrlks, {tlls quite impos=ible to s=ee how the
?ne is remdered impracticable by the other -Aﬂd i
rsvc a%sq ?ysclf_successfully contested elections to
gLf L?l Sabha tw}ce. lost election meetings are alw 3
eld in the evenings, when tlie men and women (t*e 4
;otFI;) return to their villages after their ﬁﬁ#'s
eﬁ§f~1” the fl?ldﬁ‘lE over., IHow will their heZh“
aa“iﬁid ln Fanine iorks made eny differencd ? So far
g e officials actively enga-ed on Farine Works
;iViioncepned{lcertalnly come of them, but not t?e
s Chglneering staff, nay have to be diverted
Election Tuties for 3 o: 4 days e R
%%gtalnly not fall in Gujarat by such gf%ggﬂﬁ S
fau non-engineering stafi to Election work cven °
or ¢ whole week. ) N A
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: t then is one to make of ﬁhcee*excuagﬂfhxcéﬁj“_
(cQ 3%25 tgay are politically motivated, deliberately
desizned to mislead, and known To be.S0 e,

+ to this, the Legislature in Bilar is not

(2) ggi:gngiggolvea and,the Govli. is de?erzined not to hold

a fresh election for just the opposite reaeon. Every-

one knows that the Bihar Legialature_ceaeeg long ago

to be representative of popular opinion. Kecent events

have shown that the Ministry in Bihar aleo ceased to be ¥

representative of the "majority" legidatures, even in

the present “rump legislature" of Bthar.

And it ie now being reconstituted. In fact there is

no Govérnment worth the name in Bihar &t all; and
certainly what is most rampant in that State is not
famine but corfuption. So what prevents fresh elections

being held in Bihar ?

4, In the face of cuch utterly unresponsive, dictatorial and
unethical attitude of the Central Govit., what shouvld a man in
‘public life like Morarji who, unlike the vast majority of us,
is both highly perceptive and sensitive, do ?

5. The standard answers for most of us, depending upon the
£ weakness or strength.oi our moral. convictions in the cause
we espouse, would be:

- to do nothing but talk, talk and talk;

or to lkeep banginz our dissenting heades against
a ptone wall;

or to court imprisonuent;

ox, if we lack in the strength of our moral.

couracze but are nevértheleegs highly perceptive
tnd sengitive to the point of deesperation,

(11%@ those in Russia, China, Austria, Czeckoslo-
vakia), to commit suicide!

But, for the brave, and morally ang cpititually etrong men like
Morarjj, the only acceptable answer is to persist in The
>~ endeevour to_ seel redress by the ultimate non-violent way

of a fast-unto-death.

6., Will Morarji succeed ? Prankly, ¥“God onl gt I

5 £ri \, y knows®; and He
wﬁn‘t tell! To a lay-man like me, éuccess seeme doubtful. For
t.erg are too many, entrenched tooc long, in too much power to
permit that to hapren. Nen have been alloved to die for their
beliefs; and some have even been killed,

Ei ?ut mue t p{g-geterminedt or even cventual succese, be the

fina .FESt of righteous conduct ? 4ind who knows, but that :

tgraial may yet sgcceQG ? There is g lively noséibility - at/+*

noﬁ e;uerggnsi,gtigt those hgndieqs of thousands men andﬁwomen

o %i%k-bo amine vorke in sujarat will Ydown tools", refusin

2 ack Jyo;h even at the risk of slow ztarvation of ;
mselves, their children cné their cottle, unless and until

. Blections to the St i el g U j
s 8te Legislature in Gujarat are immediately

(Sd/~)
Bombay, N. Dandeker.,)
10.4.1975, I
2x e [*eny rate, that is my eernest hope,

a "pious hope' in



