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Statement of Mr. M.R. Masani, Leader of the Swatantra in Parliament.

The Presidential election, contested as it is for the firsit time, is
proving to be highly educative. This part of our Constitution had fallen
into disuse like several others. It is a goocd thing that ocur new democrécy
should learn to use the various limbs of the body politic.

Unfortunately, certain misconceptions have crept into the discussions
connected with this election. There are two bogeys that have been raised
and a red herring drawn across the trail to cloud the issues that need to
be dealt with soc that the real issues in this election can be seen clearly.

The first of the bogeys which has been raised is that, if Dr. Zakir
Husgain is defeated in the Presidentiaml election, this in some mysterious
way will involve the fall of the Congress Government in New Delhi. To any
student of the Constitution this is a non segquitur.

Our Constitution provides for a system of checks and balances between
the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary. It is for the purpose of
preserving ouch a balance that the Constitution provides that the President
of the Republic shall not be elected by Parliament but by the entire people
through an electoral college representing them. On the other hand, the
Cabinet of the day is made responsible to the Lok Sabtha. The resuli of the
Presidential Election cannot in any way therefore affect the survival of the
present government so long as it continues to enjoy the confidence and
support of the majority of the members of the Lok Sabha, If this were not
8o, the absurd situation would arise that the present Government would
reslgn while still enjoying a Parliamentary majority, thus creating a vaou
that cannot be filled by anyone else, y

In any event, Dr. Zakir Hussain is not the candidate of the Union
Govermment nor of the Congress Parlimmentary Party, which was not even
consulted in the matter. He i85 the nominee of the Congress Farty caucus.

It would therefore be logical and proper for a Congress Member of Parliament
or of a State Aseembly to think that the Congress Parliamentery Board has
made a poor choiee, to give his first preference vote to Mr. K. Subba Rao
and yet continue to support the Congress Government in New Delhi or in his
own State as the case may be. Any possible weakening of the present Prime
Minister's position within her own party as & result of the defeat of her
candidate would be a matter of purely damestic concern.

The second bogey is that the Swatantra Party wants the President of
the Republic to over-rule the Cabinet and Parlisment and become a dictator.
This of course is fantastic nonsense, We are firm believers in Parliamentary
Demccracy. That does not, however, mean that the President of the Republic :
should be & mere rubber stamp. The current political situation is marked '
by two new features. The first is that in more than half the States of
the Union there are goverrments of political colours different from that of
the Union. The second is that the Congress Party at the Centre has only a
8light edge over the Opposition in the Lok Sadha, In these conditions, we
believe that only an independent, non-party msn can do justice to the functions
of the President. We feel that there is need for a slight change here from

the record of the last seventeen years. I shall give an example or two te
illustrate oy point.
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There wae & Cebinet crisis in Rajasthan soon after the General Eleotions
2 u Preoidantial Proclametion wad iesued suspending constitutional govermment,
%o fult 1t was & gtep that the President should mot have taken on the advice
of wie Uniou Goverrment. In our view, the President would have been entitled,
15 terss of his constitutional rights and functioms, to ask the Governor of
fnjJuathan to call the Lesde- of the Opposition to form a goverrment. It was
anly 1f the Opposition Leader had declined to accept the invitation or had
failod to form a goverrment with too support of a majority in the State Assembly
that the Irceidential P roclamation would have been in order. .

Another tass ic that of tho so called “"Emergency" declared in 1562 after
the Chinese sgzression that has lasted +ill this very day. There has been no
eacuse for this Emergency to continue ior several years now. The personal
liborties ard righte of thousands of citizens down to the villagers have been
trunca ted by the Defencc of India Act and the Defence of India Rules. We
Telt that the President should have called on the Union Govermment to abrogate
the Prusidential Proclamation of Bmergency and restored full civil liberties
a long timu Lagk, If tho Union Government had rofused to accept his advice,
ho should have offered to tender his resignation as President.

Thuse ure examples to show what we heve in mind when we talk of an
indepordont ran as the President who is not mercly a rubber stamp. This is
a for ory Irom the suggestion of suspending Perliamuntary Democracy and the
voteblichaent of a dictatorship as has hean perverscly attributed to us, for
wmanple, in toe editorial of an English langusge daily this morning.

A rod Norring drawn across the trail i1s what is loosely described as
'geoularasn”, but which can more correctly be described as our "non-
dunozunations] democracy®, The discussion on this subject has been based
oL wwo Talae sssumptions. The firat is that somchow Dr. Zakir Hussain was
cititled to Lw promotsl to the Fresidentship. The second that ho is being
opp caed by tho Oprosition Partier because ke is a Muslim. Both these
uasumprions cro utterly baseleos. na cetiring Vice-President has no
p regoriptive right to be slected Prosident. This is mede perfectly clear
by tho Oonetitution which prescribes that, 1f tne President should die during
his torm of offict, tic Viec Trea:dort does not succeed hin as in the United
Suates, Sut 4 succesewr hae to be newly elected within six months.

The second asgumption that I, Sakir Hussain is being opposed because
he 14 a Maslin 1s utterly groundless in so far as we of the Swatanira Party
nre concernod.  Qur Stetement of Pranciples and the Election Monifesto of
our Party make 1t clear beyond doubt .tat our Party is irrevocably wedded to
non-dunominational democrecy, that il reapects all religions equally and that
1t 19 o specanl friend of the linorities, wacther they be Muslim, Christian,
Jikh, tribal or nill pooples. If nonetacless our Party does not find it
poseible to support Dr. Zakir Hussaiw, it is not because he is & Muslim, but
in spdte of the Tact that he is a Mualaim.

It ie the self-appointed chanpions of "secularism" who have imported
comunal considerations into the Presidential election. Do thoy mean that,
even if & Muslim cundidate is less fitted than his rival for a certain
potliicn, he must bo olected nonetheless? In whot way, may one ask them,
is tho Opposation slate of Mr, Subba Reo and Prof. Habib less "secular” in
ite choructer thon the Congress Party's slate of Dr. Zakir Hussain and
fr. Gairi? Does this peculiar concept of "seocularism" not imply that members
¢f the Juelic and othor ninoritios are backward people who cannot be judged
of thuir own werite and who must therefore be patronised and protected in
tiis offoneive pumer? Non-derominational democracy os embodied in our
Congiitution guerantees equality of status and opportunity, and the issue in
thls cluoction is thurefore surely the eligibility of the candidates concerned
wd not thoir religion or community. :
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Judged by this criterion, it is the Swatantra Party's view that
ir. L Subta Reo, by reason of his record, background and personal qualities,
is in ourrent conditions better suited to be the President of the Republic
oand the Sup rowe Commander of the Armed Porces then Dr. Zekir Hussain. The . e
Congross nominse, apart from his age, failing health and conformist ;
teaperament, hes been and continues to be massociated with the Congroes Porty.
Though we hole Dr, Zakir Russain in personsl cstecm and regard, we fcel that
theoo considarstions come in the way of our supporting his cendidature on
cerits. On tho other hand, what the country needs ot the present moment 18
in indopendent, non-Porty man who would deoline to be a mere rubber stamp for
this or any other govermment that moy be in office. In the view of all
political parties in India except one, ¥r. Subba Rac is that kind of man.

Iy ig a great pity that irrclevant considerations of party politics,
religion and community have becn imported by certain people into this
slectornl contest wherc the suitability of the candidates for this particular
asoignment should be the only issue. I am hopeful that all members of the
olectoral college roga rdless of party affilintion will have in mind these
conslderationo of nationnl importance when they cast their votes on May 6.
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7e you sstisfied that the Opposition is ready to form a Government
at the Contre if such a contingency should arise?

Thery is no "the Oppositicn” in Perlisment today but seweral Opposi
Obvicusly by themselwves they do not possess the mscessary uﬁdﬁﬁ o
& governasnt even if they should al) combime which is unlikely. The ;
mﬂmwmth-mmm,huﬁn,w—uhmﬁ p
were to fall as m result of an adverse vote in the Fouse in which .
semborg of the Congress Party vho have broken sway participate. Tils
Mwhﬁ;hdharummunormu-nlﬂmﬁmﬂnﬂ
& now governsent enjoying a majority in the House. It i= for this
that Rajaji bas welcomed the year or two that the country and the :
has been given to prepare themselves for such a contingency. ":

Will question of ideclogy coms inm the way? In other wordas, will you join
a United Bloc which will include Comsuniste? i

Ideology has its place though it im mot everything. Certainly, peopls who
dimagree viclently can hardly work together inm govermment. The Swatantra
Party has expressed its inabdility to join a blec which iscludes communists
but it is participating in a lialson machinery hmnuumuam
including the comsunists for ihe purpose of ensuring tie smooth transsotiom
of Parlissentary businsss anl for more effectively enabling the Oppoaition
gToupa to participate in the ordering of business.

o il el u' .

Vbat is your resedy for the econcmic arisis that tis country is passing
tirough? Do you think that there is a vast segeont of umemployed apd
under—em; loyed in the Govermm-nt?

The Hanifesto of the Swatantrs Party has spelt out our aanswer.

Will 1% be right to say that defeating Congresa alome is not enough and
that the Burvsucrscy sbould be bridled?

Defeating the Congress alone im certainly mot enough. Wiat is more
neoessary is to replase it with/better government. It is mot so Ja
Buch a question of the meed for the buresucracy to be bridled as for

the a paratus of permits, licences and controls to be dissantled so that
the power of econcmic 1ife and desth that has been placed in the hands of
politicians and buresucrats is dragptically limibed.

ﬁnmfnmntlmmmhuhnmhdudm-uﬂulhﬂ?
There is no doubt that the madbsr of government employwes has been

proliferating at a mad pace. i grent many government employees are
underesployed and underpeid. Our Party stsnde for s drmstic cut in
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governsentsl expenditure, particularly mon-productive elvil expenditw
which is inoreasing at a tressndous pace, adding to the burden of

hymuw-mtiudprﬂnlhhchlﬂynu—bﬂ-‘
i1l you welcoms that trend?

Immmnnmwaumhw
another matter. Certainly our demooracy would fumotien bettar
wers only two or tiree well organised parties/place of the disporper-
tionately large pusber which divide the Opposition an! enabls = distor
of the electorsl process resulting im a minmority government "ﬂhh
vote enjoying s menpoly of powsr st the Cenmtre,
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Are you satisfied that the Oppositica is reasdy to form a fowermment
at tie Comtre if such a costingsancy should srise? 1_‘_.,.‘_:'

There is no "the Oppositice” inm Parlissemt today but several Oppositicas.
Obvicusly by themsslves toey do mot pessese the pecesssry sajority to forw
& govermcent even 1f they should all cosbime which is wnlikely. & L
mwthtunwmm,mnfm.ﬂﬂﬁw
were to fall ss 8 result of an sdverse vote in the Uouse i which
sesbers of the Congress Party sko have brokesn sway perticipate. This
would prodably lsad to a dissolution of Parlissent snd Jw formation of
a Dov governsest enjoying & sajority im the Hcuse. It is for this ressom !
that Lsjaji has welcomed the year or two that the country sad the Opposition
kas been given to prepare themselves for such a coniingenoy.

¥ill question of ideclogy come in the way? Im cther words, will you joia
a United Bloc which will include Commmista?

Ideelogy has its place though it is mot everything., Cortaialy, psopls whe
dlsagree viclemtly can hardly work together inm govermeent. The Owatantra ]
Party has expressed ite insbliiity to join & bloc which includes communists |
but it is participeting in a limison machinery between all Opposition groups
including the communists for the purpose of easuring tis ssocoth transsotios
of Farlissentary buslness and for more offectively enabling the Opposdticon
groups to participata in the ordering of busimess,

¥hat is your remedy for the econcmic arisis that the country is pasaing
tirough? Do you think tiat thare is a vast segent of unsmployed and
under-es; loyed in the Geverna mt?
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The Hanifeato of the Swatantra Party has spelt cut cur answer,

Hill it be right to say that defeating Congress alons 1z not encugh and
that the Burvsucrecy should be bridled?

Dofeating the Congreas alems is certainly mot emcugh. Wiat im mare
pecessary is to replace it with/better govermsent. It is mot so Ia
muoh a question of the ssed for the buresmcracy to be bridlsd as for

ti® a;paratus of permits, licences and eomtrols to be disssntled so that
the power of economiz life and death that has besn placed in the hands of
politicians and buresucrats is drastically limited,

¥ill you favour a tiorough probe into work losd and declaring surplus staff?
There is mo doudt that the musber of governsent employwes has been

preliferating at & =ad pace. A great many government employees are
undsremployed snd undarpaid. Our Farty stands for a dreatic cut in
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Do you envisage a polaristion of parties into clearly
Will you welcome that trend?

1“”“&“&”“““"'
anotber matter. (Cartalsaly our camocrasy mmﬂ

were ouly twe or tiree well crgenised of the disporper-
tionately lerge pumber which diviis the Oppomition ea) emablo a dist
ummmmnmﬁuntmwm:—tdﬁn’w
vots enjoying & mompoly of pewer at the Centre.
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at tie Centre if sush a centingency should arise?

would probably lead to a dissclution of Parlissest aml ibe
a mew govermssnt enjoylng a majority is the HLouse., It Ia ;
that Rajaji has welcomed the year or two that the country snd the Opposities

has been given to preopare themselves for such a coentingney.
oz

Will queetion of ideclogy
a Uaited Bloc which will include Comsunista?

Idsclogy bas ite place though it im mot everything. Ceriainly, peopls whe
disagree viclently can hardly

Party has expressed ita imabiiity %o joln a blec vhick imgludes comsunists
but it is participating in & lisison sschinery between all Opposition groups
including the communists for Us purpose of ensuring the ssooth transsotiom |
of Parlissentary business snd for more offeotively emsbling the Oppositiom ;
groups to participats in the ordering of busioess,

¥hat is your remsdy for the eccnomic crisis that tic country is passing
tirough? D¢ you think tiat there is s vast segeent of usemployed and
under-ea loyed in the Coverna at?

N g—_ L WS-

The Hanifesto of the Jwatantra Party has spelt cut cur snewer.

“1ll it be right to say that defeating Uongreas slome is not emcugh and
that tie Burvsucrsgy ebould we bridled?

befeating the Congress alone ie certalsly mot emcugh. Wlat is more
neceasary is to replece it with/better governsent. It is mot so

mch a question of the ssed for tie bureaucrasy to be bridled me for

te o paratus of permite, licencee and controls to be dissastled so that
the power of econgmic life snd desth that has besn placed im the hands of
politicians and buresucrats is drastically lisdted.

uumnmnwmmmmumuﬂ-m

There is no doubdt that the mmber of governsent employwes has been

proliferating at a mad pace. A grest maxy governasnt smploywes are
usdereaployed and underpald. (ur Farty stsads for a drustic cut in
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governmsstel expenditure, particulsrly mos-productive civil e .
Mhlm-mnlam”,ﬂh‘hh“ﬂ'

bo you envisage a polaristion of partiss inte clearly well-definsd
Will you welcome that trend?

I would esrtatnly velcame the trend. ¥hetber it is likely te take place is
snotber satter. Certalaly our cemouracy would fumctiom better if there
were only two or tiree well crgenised parties/place of the disporpor-

i

tionately large mumber which divide the Oppoaition
of the vlacteral process resultisg in ¢ simority goverssent with a
vote enjoylng s mompoly of power st the Cemtre,
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o~ le AT® you salfsl%ed tant the Cpposition Is raa7ﬂn for= a Govemn=ant

© At the Jmure 4 sach a contingency should arise.

> 244111 question of 4declogy wome in the way ? In other words, w'll you
join a United Bloc which will Include Co~unistsl
3. Whet s your remedy for the economic cfisi= that the country is
pagaing through 7 Do you think thet thers % a vast seg™ent of
une™ployed md under—amployed 1n Lhe Lovem™ent.
- 4o Will 1t Do right W say thet defeating congress slone 1e not enough
ard tanG the Hureancrady should be bridlad.

5. Will you rewour s thorough probe Intw work losd snd declaring

o
. surplus sialf 2
+6. Do you envisage n polarfsatfon of parties 4nto elearly well-delined

parties. W4ll you welcome thst tremd ?



