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W#11 the Minister of DEFENCE be pleassd to state:

(@)  vhether, as reported by Time magazine of the 23rd
February, 1968 and the Sunday Telegraph of the 25th
February, 1968, Soviet ~dmira)l Gorshkov durlng his reeent
visit to India offered to help in our naval expansion
prozrémme in the Indian Qcean;

(b) whether in return he sought to secure from the
Government of India, facllities for Soviet men-ofewar
to use our ports as bases for refuelling and repalrs; and

(e) if so, the reaction of the Government of Indla in
this regard?
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THE MINISTER OF DEFENGCE (____SARDAR SWARAN SINGH __ ) :
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(a) 'anc:i?'"[,‘b} i No, sir, The recent visit of -
Admirel Gorshlov to India was a goodwill visit to reci'p.mcate the
visit paid by our Chief of the Naval Staff to the U.S.S.R, in 1967,

(e) Does not arise,
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