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The Congress is earlisr elscticos had deem sble to ride bask is jewer in P
evervhelsing musbers on & split vets. Multi-cormered coantesis emsbled Congressmsa
to gt clscted om a minority vete. Thus with 44,5 per ceat of the voles, the L
Congrese bad TS per cent of the seats im the cld Lok Jedla. lh:tﬂ:ﬁ
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dagres (approxisstely 54.5 per cemt of the seats to 38,3 per cent of tha wotes
polled). This wes sainly dus to elsctoral adjustants arrived st bhatesen Oppealtioa
portiss. These sdjuctsents ®erely isvolved sgreessnis amomg Opposi
divide tie preas of coatsst. Unfortumately even this lialted srrangeasnt was oaly
partislly sucesssful, &fferts to forge such arrssgeasnta at the Jatlonal level wvere
unsuocessful but sucopeded to a Gertain extem: at States' levels Jor lostancs,
&MMMMH-ﬁhhuﬂﬂnMMWdﬁhJ— ;
Sangh in Gujarut, Bimschel Fredesh, Yrisea, Sajasthen amd Warissa. Glsilarly the !
laftist parties and tie commnists arrived st arrensesents in E-rals and vest -
Bangal.

Diture Frossects

In the leng term, ths Fourth Gemeral ELlections might resuit isa the esirgnee -
of & more balanoced party aystes with a polarisatiom of politieal foress. Tha |
ismediate future, howewver, portinds a period of umcertainty amd even cemfuslsa,
Parlissentary Demoerscy has mever had a chance to functles im rval terms since a 1
streag Uppoaitica Farty which offered an alternative govermssn: was shseat
such & @ystem ssamingful. With the Congress Farty's mooopoly of power brokem,
Parliaseutary Desseracy has m chance to come into its own. The futurs, tharefore,
sugurs weill for desedraay.

For the Lwatamtrs Party, the future is full of proasise. Apart frem doubling
its strength is the Lok Sabha, it is in

it has ismproved itz josition. In the States of Hajasthen, imdbre amd Gujarst, it
has escrged as the largest single Oppoai rarty, 1% has sntored the Assas
sad Bongal leglalatures and bas considersbly isproved in the soutiers States of
Nysere and Nedras,
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character of the two partics. The Swatwntrs Party with & Mberal
ahooses o tresd the middls path in most satters. ¢hile as patristic as say
om.mmmm.mmmmmndmd
in particulsr eschews Baticnal jingoles. i

The Jars Sengh on the otlwr hand ewesars by a kind of supre-aatlonsliss,
Gn the guestion of the Nuclssr 3omb, Ih-inlm_ha.lﬂ_’n:

the gulf dividing the= on emoticoal ismiss is indesd wide as, inetanoe, on
such questions se the attitude to minorities, relatioms with Pakistan, Essbalr
and the langua e problea, vherw tie Jams Sengh bam taken rigll pesitisas, whils
the Jwatsntra Party has taen attitudes which are pragsatic, seber asd falr,
on of comsuisnce like language, YU Jwatantra Pariy has allosed its
mssabers iniividual frecdom to take whatever positiom
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The Farty is wedded to a liberal-dsmccratic philosophy. it sivogates a
sixed soonomy of the State snd [ree sectors and got s Jaisses [alge ecencmy;
a ferelgns policy callisg for sdberence to reglooal collsctive security smd
aligoment with the sestern Powers. In matbers of religion, the ‘walmmtra Party
belicwvas that the State ahould b non~dencaimational, On soclal wattera like
caste, its stance is redical = it would like to do eway with caste barriers 'ad
snsure squality of opportunity for all. It ia stricily Comstituftiemal wnd
frowns upon all scts of an wnoonstitutional nature,

Its wesknoss is in regard to cadres., 1he national leadership, well sware
of this wealness, is now glving much thought tc the developmnt of a aadre
irnioed and squpped to carry the sssasage of the Party te the paople.

It i, thervfore, & aissomer to call the Swatantre Party a right-wing
or conservative party in terms underwtoed in tiem weat. it is radical in mstiers
of social policy and lidemml om economic ilssuea,

A substantisl part of the Indism electorats has reposed confldanse on
Ubsral-desccratic party as evidenosd by the results of e Semeral slsctions,
sugurs well for the futwe of dessormey ia Imdia,
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