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Dear 3Snri Ajoy Hukher jes,

e were distresssd at your .aepative reaction in ; 1L
to the Prirme minister to tine proposal tnat a siuwdy team of wenbe
of Farliament belonging to all paries should pay a visit 2o the
taxalbari ares in Yorth Zangal to abserve and study the simuatio
there and report back to Parliament on the conditions in that
strategically important part of Inaia.

' The 3u gestion was made by some Opposition grouis, aumong
them the Samyukta Socialist Party and the Praje Socialist Pa'ﬂ‘i};,
botii ¢ onstituents of the Coalition government in Viect Esnpal In
fact, soms of ue hac surgested a mixed representative delegation o
bothly the Mewmbers of Parliament as well 25 the West Dental Assembly.

It sesams thﬂt an impression fas been sreated in the minds
I some people that this was some kind of a parliawmecntery lnvest
ration or an inqul ition or a witeh-lunt directed a zaimst the Stato
Goverrment, It is nothing of the kind,
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We arc all aware that our Federal Constitution demarcates
the lepislative 2nd executive powsr: of the 3tates 2@ the Centrs
invery clear terms. We have no de.ire, nor was ted,
tost Parliament should ercroach on tie povers of
L3ssmbly or the Yesl Bengal Government, e voula
this ﬂlsappfei'lenSiOi'. and st ace eamphatically that

as mt been mace wita 2 view to interfering wish
domain ol the States or intervening in ma tters that
the jurisciction of the States.

A distinctin must, however, bc made boetwoen ercroachment on
the legislative and executive domain of thse 3tate, wihich is undesira.
ble, and the inherent right of Parliament as the nation's supreme
represarltau&m assembly to send tsams or delegation
of the country to study tre situation arnd report o

It cannot be maintained that normal condcitions sxist in ths
Maxalbari part of Darjesling district. Nor can it be denisd that
certain extremist elsment s nave taken to violenece and sou it to
create a sense of feaur and insecurity among the pegile £y ot

Statesman of 17 th June 1967, there are reports that the villiagars
in areas vhers the 5.,5.,P. and Forward Zloc have some followin:

havao c‘:ecidad To tal-:e tie arms ip self-defemce. We h-xvc; alsc 3:en
statemancs of certain West Bengal Minlsters threate ¢ire sctinn
agzeinst the anarchist slenents which persist in c¢is u-.«.l"l.‘l."_‘_' tho
peaceé, We are also avare that the Councll of the C,P,I., & constli-
suent o' the United Front, have in a statemsnt GR.JI‘“.&BG thalr
disapcroval of the o ctivit ies of some advantur ist alenonbs opsratin
in that arza, As for your own partwvmsn, we have read rs :

Ehelr anxicty over T sbituvation in Maxal Lsuu has bson

rzfliseted. I1n short, the situation is esxtraordinyy

ki no kel 1 the State Govarament to ::iE:';iJ_ v

si ga, ws fevel tha b Parllament cannot ignors itas
axlabeomc s of tiess abnorzal conditions.



After all, this area is strategically important for India's
security, This narrow neck which connects North Eastern India with
the rest of the country is a vital link in fndi.'g defence system.
,Besides, the happenings in Naxalbaril also have a bearing on Tribal
We 1fare about which Parliament is naturally much concerned. When
there were disturbances in Bastar last year, a predominantly Adivasi
area, we not only raised this question in Parliament but successfully
asserted our right to raise a discussion., It is not denied by
anybody, that in the Naxalbari disturbances, several Adivasis have
lost their lives. Members of Parliament are naturally interested in
Tinding out the causes that led to these disturbances and in having
a look at the problem of The landless people, tea pgarden workers,
poor peasants, share-croppers and the like.

We would like to point out that the proposal was only faor
sending a fact-finding mission and not a regular Committes of Parlia-
ment, The study team was to be representative in character and was
to operate w*th the full co-cperation of the State Government. Our
object was to prevent a situation developing in which the Central
Government might feel called upon to invoke the Emergency provisions
of the Constitution. We wanted to be useful and hslpful, and we
thought that the visit of M.Ps to the Mxalbari area and the sub-
mission by them of a detailed report to Parliament while helping to
obviate the necesslty for Central intervention under the Emergency
provisions of the Constitution, wOuld at the same time help the
State Government to initiate corrective action Irom within. The visit
of a representative missionand the placing of its findings befcre
Parliament and a discussion on the: inboth the Houses would have
mad a restraining influence on all concerned including the e xtramist
lements which are seeking to create trouble in that area.

Parliament 18 the custodian of the natlon's territorial integ-
7 bty and it cannot ignore the threats that the Chinsse pose to our
‘orthern frontiers, Ws, therefore, thought that a representative
uclegation of Member s of Parliament would be welcomed by the State
Government., It goes without saying that such a mission would,
before undertaking its task, have paid a visit to you and other
Ministers of the West Bengal Government and heard their point of view
as wcll as studied the steps outlined by them to meet the situation

there,

We hope that you will reconsider the mat ter in which case
we have no doubt the Speaker of the Lok Sabha will be pleased to
nominate, in consultation w th the Rajya Sabha Chairman, a really
representative and responsible group to go there and study the
conditions that have arisen,

We trust that in view of this explanation, you will withd raw
your objection to the sending of an M.Ps delegation to Naxalbari
and we shall be glad to have an early reply.
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Yours simere ly,

Sdo M-Ro Masani
Bdu JELJBH Vajpa}%c
mth Pal
Hem Barua
Selie Joshi
Madhu Limaye

D.K, Kunte
JIBO I‘;I'iplﬂni



