. T‘ National Pudger of
Moyari Desiai was  severe-

=y attacked by the Leades of the
Mr M. R. Mgsani,
] e lallowing are excerPis

oo B sparkbag srtack on
thhy Cengress Govegrnment's

ooplacent and crimisal opti-
s i Parliament’s debate.

Mr. Mamanl began by detail-
h thres principles of national
mgnigemeni

Ofe was thar  goveramental

Trdium shogld' be restrain-

. #od reduced; another was

0 iBat industry should be expos-
v ol @ a competitive cnviron-

Sen: A third  was that there
absuld

be a hospitable environ-

|_’r for private Iul'ﬂp capi-

- . a
‘ The Finance Minister “was

" enough o express public-
i about the wisdom of
4 .dn: l;:d Thi:l: Plans
| it t mistakes had

K made,
*_ He also said that the relative
-~ roles d!':‘:u' :;lll and the free
i economy should
dependent on their relative
and performance. He
that conwrols were only a
10 an end, All these are
siund principles.  Many

‘of us have expressed them in
& House over the past few

_MATCHING ACTION

BuE I huve 1o confexs thar
Part B of his speech came,
absolutely no  action

preceprs. There
the customary tinker.
the rates of taxation.

is mothing |
o cure Eﬂu‘z
coun.
¥ sofiertng and 10

dorarji’s
ation’s Last S

whick are aitogether of a dif-
ferent category, Lbe nel  aasist-
ance 1o all the 5States pul toge-

comes to only Rs 500

ther A .
crores, as against Rs 921 crores

fast year

with

Thos the States are left
Rs 121 crored Jess i) last
year. That is me-
thods by which
pister has been sble 0 ol
that he has balaoced the bud-
get,

NEGATIVE TAXATION

When the rest of the world
is talking about the Wellare
State and negative taxation, 10
clalm thar 3 man who is desti-
tule, who cannot pay tax, should
be made to pay i1, otherwise he
would be lacking in sell-respeci
Is, 1 think, 3 very bharsh and
cruel joke.

Bus fares, taxi fares, scooter
fares, will all go wp. It has been
rightly described as 3 “stay.
where-you are budget™ in  every
sense of the term. Not only is
the country stagnant bur must
stay where it s

Unforianately 1odsy, evervone
muost stay where he is. Even if
you walk, your shoes will cosi
you more being worn out
faster. [If you iry 10 rransport
any commodity, that will cost
you more. Therefore, this perni-
cious duty on petrol and high
power diesel oil is going 1o
add ro the cost of every com-
modity which our ple use.
That Is why I say that this is
not 3 budget free from inflation.

|-!: thiz hudget & not going to
revive the econ is Taing |
fo continue the price rise, then
It is a pretty bad budget: it s
N ol
1 pro
the budget should have ia::l:lfl

[ say that there was Iter-
native for the Finance mn?ﬂ:;.
L am nov talking of his bring-

ing in a Swatantra .
B o B T

exact
site of the pal that tf
sury Benches '3, i

1
do

=
following, -
¥m i ting hi

anything ofwhat Kind. " Tre
ar whv of all pre.

Breakfast,

€

hurtin

“PP

he

are Lving on i he) -
employed. Iastead aof g
down that civil expenditure, he
has given Rs 10 crores more

this year to waste. | suggest he
could have made a modest cut
ef Rs 10 crores on last wear's
civil administration expenditure.
That woald have made a saving
of Rs 20 crores between his
present budget and my ajterna-
tive budger.

DEFENCE EXPENDITURE

It has been suggested that
there is a taboo on suggesiing a
cut in defence spending. | pro-
pose to break that taboo today.
A retiring Wing Commander of
the Alr Force wrote in a maga-
zine recently that “anybody who
talks about a cut in defence is
considered not defence-minded;
and the entire defepce finance
is completely moddied by official
dom: it is hardly ever serutinis-

ed by experts outside the ir-
cle of the brass.”
The Prime Minister fell

a victim to this fallacy on
the first of this month when
she is reported to have made

Says M. R. Masani

the following remark: “So
long as there is danger on
the borders, there can be no
cut in defence expenditure.”
1 suggest this is a nomn-
sequitar. Danger on the
borders and defence expendi-
tureé have wvery Jittle i{o do
with each other except (n-
directly.

in defence expendi-
ture is consistent not only with
maintaining the efectiveness of
our defences but even increasing
it. On the one hand, you can
cut the waste and on the other
hand you can make your Armed

Economy

Forces more effective instru-
ments of deflence.
WEIITE ELEPHANTS

I'will pow turn to the third
field of economy, where the
economy could be the bhiggest,

and there, I would say that on
the so-called Plan expenditure
of Rs 1,826 crores, an economy
of Rs 80 crores could have easily
been made. | am suggesting
Rs 80 crores because | am re-
fernng to only two projects
which could have been cozily
dropped without touching the
rest of the Fourth Plan for this
year.,

w n
Boka,
postPened for =

withiet doing ouF
the tirhtest h@l.

Alreddy hecome, EXYEN
It con v up, & -wo
wastefy] o penditure

nepdlsm of the worst
So fir, s 70 RS !?l: ;

have Ieen (ospencfand
has bekn iw:db_s a

of thelemygls and® the
of quaften, WE i
Is com |fl|\§'

is livide o™
manage - 16008
are alréady 'y
- Lr |
Rs 2000 1 ]
emoluments] ‘ 4
RELIEF TO BOOR
Reduction i OF
could have TERVCTIERS

reliel the p
our peuple.]

i of
uty
gould

ﬁn Veger oil ¥ ey ;;;h;:j
ave_been gut 4 Lero=
—a handred - % ol
sene  duties

cut by half,”
duties | could
the duty
have been
the dity on
ortation
een Cut.
have been
extent of

,.

needs of life instead of

meant a 50 per cent
tion on the burden of the
on their most imme-
te needs.
_Then I come to direct taxa-
tion—how he can spend Rs 70
crores (0 regenerate our eco-

It is the worst master-piece of
confusion and  futility ever
invented uman  ingenuity.

the income tax,
{Bving  another Rs 16
| relief on the first Rs_500
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payer would have left in his

et. As [ have pointed out,
one-fourth of this would have
come into productive enterprise
immediately. Joint stock com-
panies ‘would have been left
with Rs 30 crores more lo re-
invest. It could have been
made a condition that, if you
mi:h‘vm, you will be given this
mu

The
ty tax relief wou
have brought down prices in six
sensitive wfurlhl'

the ever-




