"Th- Republic is in danger, threatened from many jusrters, both exte :

" gnd intermsl, and it is time for the common people of I:nda to rally to its 2
. dafence,” said dr. M.R.M=sani, M.P., whils addressing the Lioms Clubs in the
Hombay ares st Juhu this evening &t an eve—of-? public D function. ]

Palling on those present to remew their pledge of loy:=lty to the Republic »
and the Constitution, the speaker said that, while it may be true thuat politicians
in their selfishness apd party-mindedness might be taking the country to ruim,
the responsibility of the individusl citisen for the country': current state of
affairs should not be minimised. There were many among the educatad people in India
who cast the blame for the deplorable state of the country on "they", meaning
those in office. This division of the people inte "we” and "they” was & falsa
one. Those in office in a democracy such as ours owed their position to the
peogls at large, and hence it had been said that every country got the government
it deserved. The daily exercise of vigilance and participation in the’ processas d
of democracy were the price to bs paid for the maintenance of freedom. 1

The speakcr deplored the act thit members of the business community in India
were particularly guilty of neglect of their reeponsibilities ss citizens. He

. regretted thst Bombay had recently lost two outstanding industrislists who had

4 shown qualities of idealism, citizenship and leadership, nemely, Col. L. Sawhny
and Nr, C, Rai. The spsaker illustrated his point by referring to the complete
pasaivity and absence of action on the part of thousands of small depositors i
and shareholders in banks and policy holders in incurance compsnies whose
interests were attacked in legislation now before Parliament under the garb of
"gocial control". In & real democrucy, associations of sharsholders, bank
depositors and insurance policy holders would have com= into existence and
campaigned actively against thie reactionary lezislation which would dastroy
the banking ond insurance services. Short-term selfishness seemed to prevail
over patriotism and even enlightened self-interest.

Mr. Masani referred to the external threat to the country's security posed
by tho unrelenting hostility of the Chinese Communist dictatorship which he
desgribad as a "bandit regime.” In that context, Mr. Masani was glad that the
war for the defence of South Vietnam was bsing won and the Chinese Communist
aggressors on our own frontiers were thus being pinned down and prevented from
resorting to another attack sas in 1962 on our territory. Indiz owed a debt of
gratitude to the Australians, New Zeslanders, Koreans, Philippinos, Thais,
Americans and Vietnamese who were laying down their lives Cfor the fresedom of
India and South East Asia.
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Hr. Masani listed the internul threats to the Constitution a&s coming from
economic collapse, moral degemeration and corruption, violence and disorder, the
Communist threat of subversion 8s in Sengul and elsewhere, and the irresponsibility
of politicians in general.

Thers was no prospect of improvement in the economie sphere since there did
not appedr to be any sign of & removal of the two basic causes, namely, bed
Government policies and plans and the leck of & capacity for hard work.

With a regims of controls and Permit-Licence-Raj, corruption hed become
widespread. As an example of the dsterioration in the standurds of governzent,
Hr. Masani instanced the recent appointment of Mr. K.D.Malaviya, who had been
ramoved from his position as a Minister of the Union Govarmment for proved mis-
conduct and improper behaviour, &s Chuirman of th: Heavy Engineering Corporation
in 8 nchi whore crorss of rupees of the taxpayers' money were invested. To expect
any improvesant in New Diihi was to be totslly unrealistic. Y LN |
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' Ministers of State Govermments indulged in lawlessness and indiscipline as whe

“kinds of Aiscipline: ona was the voluntary, democratic kind end thd other that

.

in growing violeace and disorder throushou® the country. A small minori: :
industris] worksrs, stulente and hooliz ns were baing allowed to hold big i
like Calcutts, Midras and Bangalore to rensom, T.e Shameful incidents in New
on New Yesr's eve, when wozen were molected and the police looked om, uhuweil
we had touched a new low in this direction. Even Members of Parliament 2nd

two Ministers of the U.P. Government broke the liw in the C =ital and expected:
be treated as if they werc immune from the rule of law in the country. g

"It ia time the Union =nd State Covernments stop passing the buck to euch othér ™
and show some courage in suppressing disorder,™ said Mr, Mucani. There were two
which was enforced by authoritarisn =nd totalitarian regimes. Mahstma Gandhi had L
discerned this when he said thet only 5 dieciplined man could be a satyagrahi,
snd that indiscipline and violenco wers wo sides of the same coin. If India could
not msintain discipline and order in the democratic way, as surcly as night
follows day the people of Indis would lose their freedom end find themselves
regimented by an asuthoritarian regime. Folities, liks paturc, athors a vacuum,
&nd a dspgerous powsr wvacuum was developing in the country.
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It was natural that the Communists chould seck to exploit such o situation
for furthering their plans of subversion. Thers was nothing to choose botween the ;
two Communist Parties Lraprese-ntcd o "elear and precent danger” to the security E
of the country and the Constitution ani both of them should be bunned. I
even i
Unfortunately,/monbers of the damocratic parties were playing the fool. Each k
Party was intercsted only in its own sdvancement end what was meant for the country X
was boing given to Party. While the Byderabad Session of the Congress Party had &
shown its complete unawareness of its responsibilitiss for misleading the country, {
it wae o pity thot other parties which were in office in several States were not
doing any better. Mr, Mssani agreed with Mr. Juyuprakuch Narayin that, except in ° {
Orissa und Madras, the non-Ca ‘ress Covernments in the States had proved a bitter
dicapiointaent to the people and hai contributed to the peopla loaing fuith in \
politicisns and, therefore, in the processes of Democracy. :

According to Mr. Misani, the ne.d of the hour was for a Sovernment of Demoecratic
Unity consicting of poople of all pointe of view, except the vommunists, to be
brought into existence to save the country. Only such 4 broadb-sed Government could
do the unpopulir things that were necessary. Otherwise thore would bs comstant
deterioration. He guve tho evumple of how the Finunos Minister had to give in
on isaues like D rness Allowsance and deficit finance because the present Governmant
had neither the cour:'ge mor the capability to atand up for sound financisl policies.
If & broad-bused govemment of this nature could not be brousht into cxistenco, Mr.
Masuni feared thst the oountry would drift in the sime direction ss Pukistan,
Indonesia ind Greece.

1t was no uwse waiting for the politician to s#ve tho country. The citizen
must assert himself. India still had valuable assets in a pensantry endowed with
robust common asense and simple faith, an sbundsnt work force which needed to be
glven tho right lesdership, a smell but growing group of professionul munagers and
executives who hud the necesssry kmowhow,und Armed Forces that were brave and loyal.

Even the humblest citizen had & part to play in « democracy. Mr. Masani gave
the sxample of the five British girl typists whose gesture in offering to work
half an hour extrs without pay had sturted a muss movement in Britain which was
called "I'm Backing Britain". Citizens in India should mohilise in voluntary
associntions to halp in maintaining order in their own ecity.
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