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“fh- Republic iz in danger, threstened from many guarters, both external
apd internal, and it is time for the common people of I=~ia 0 rally fo ita
defence,™ said Ar. M.R.Mssani, M.P,, whils addressing the Lions Clubs in the
Bombay avea at Juhu this evening st sn sve—of-7 public D functionm.

Calling on thoSe present to remew their pledge of loy=lty to the Republic =
and the Constitution, the speaker seid that, while it may be true that politicim::x
in their selfishness and party-mindedness mizht be taking the country to ruin,
the responsibility of the individusl citizen for the country's current state of
affairs should not be minimised., There were many among the educatsd people in IndiE
who cast the blame for the deplorable state of the country on "they", meaning
those in office. This division of the people into "we? and "they" was a Ialse
one. Thore in office in a demoerscy such as ours owed their position to the
peoile at large, and hence it had been said that every country got the govermment
it deserved. The daily exercise of vigilance and participation in the processes
of democracy were the price to be paid Tor the maintenance of freedor.

Tho opeaker deplored the fact that members of the business community in India
were particularly guilty of neglect of their responsibilities as citizens. He
regretted that Bombay had recently lost two outstanding industrialiste who had
shown qualities of idealism, citizenship and leadsrship, numely, Col. L. Sawhny
and Kr. C. Rai. The speaker illustrated his point by referring to the complete
passivity and absence of action on the part of thousands of small depositors
and shareholders in banks and policy holders in insurance companies whose
interests were attacked in legislation now befors Parliament under the gardb of
"gsocial control". In & real democracy, associations of shareholders, bank
depositora and insurance policy holders would have coms into existence and
campaigned activels ageinst this reactionary legislation which would dastroy
the banking :nd insurance services. GShort-term selfishness ceemed to prevail
over patriotism and even enlightened self-interest,

Mr. Masani referred to the externsl threat to the country's security posed
by the unrelenting hostility of the Chinese Communist dictatorship which he
describad ae a “"bandit regime.” In that context, Fr. Masani was glad that the
war for the defence of South Vietnam was baing won and the Chinese Commumniat
agegrassors on our own frontiers were thus beinz pinned down and prevented from
resorting to anothar attack us in 1962 on our territory. Indiz owed a debt of
gratitude to the Australiamns, New Zeulunders, Koreans, Philippinos, Thais,
Americans and Vietnamese who were laying down thair lives [for the freedom of
India and South East Asia.

Hr. Masani listed the intermzl threats to the Constitution as coming from
economic collapse, moral degemsration and corruption, violence and disorder, the
Comuunist threat of subversion as in Bengal and elsewhere, and the irresponsibility
of politicians in general.

There was no prospect of improvement in the economic sphere since there did
not &ppodr to be Any sign of & removal of the two basic causes, namely, bad
Government policies and plans sng the lack of & capicity for hard work.

With a regims of controls and Permit-Licence-Raj, corruption had become .
videspread. As an example of the deterioration in the standards of govermuent,
Wr. Kasani instanced the recent appointment of NMr. K.D.Malaviya, who had been
razoved from his position &s a Minister of the Union Government for proved mis-
conduct and improper behaviour, as Chairmen of the Heavy Engineering Corporation
in R nchi where crores of rupees of the taxpayers' money were invested. To expect
any improvemont in New D:ihi was to be totally unrealistic. '

The abdication f Government's duly to maintain law and order was rosulting
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in growing violence mnd disorder throushou® the country. A small smino
injustrial workers, students and hoolis ns were being allowed to hold
like Calcutia, Midrus apd Bangslore to runsom. Tee shameTul incidents
on New Year's sve, whon wosen werc mole:ted and the police locked onm,
we had touched a new low in this direction. Even Members of Parliament
Ministers of State Governmsnts indulged in lawlessness and indispjpline as
two Miniaters of the U.P. Govermment brokc the law in tho C ~ital and exp
be treated ag if thsy werc immume from the ruls of law in the country.
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"It {8 time the Union nd State Coveraments stop passing the buck to each other
#nd show soms coursge in suppresging disorder," said Mr. Msconi. There were two
kinds of #iscipline: one was the voluntary, democratic kind and thd other that
which wae enforced by authoritarian =nd totalitarian regimes. Mahatms Gandhi had
dissorned this whon he said that only a disciplined man could be a satyagrahi, _
and that indiseipline and violenco were two sides of the 2ame coin. If India could
not meintain discipline and order in the democratic way, as surely as night
follows day the people of India would lose their freedom znd find themselves
régimented by an suthoritarian regime, Folities, like paturc, abhor: a vacuum,
and a dangerous power vacuum was developing in the coumtry.

It was natural that the Communists chould seek to exploit such a situation
Tor furthering their plans of subversion. There was nothing to choose botween the
two Communiat Parties A.rapresrnttd a "clear and prevent danger® to the security
of the country and the Constitution and both of them should be bunned.
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Unfortunately,‘t_’_m?mhers of the democratic parties were playing the fool. Each
Party was interested only in its own advancemeént and what wss meant for the country
wus being given to Party. While the Hyderabad Session of the Congress Party had
shown its complete unawureness of its responsibilities for mislesiing the country,
it wan 4 pity that other parties which were in office in severul States were not
doing sny batter., MNr, Masani agreed with E-. Jaysprak-sh Naraywn that, except in
Orisss und Madras, the non-Co rress Sovernments in the States had proved a bitter
disapiointuwent to the poorle and had contributed to the psopls looing fuith in
politicians and, therefore, in the processes of Domocracy.

According to Mr, Musani, the ne.d of the hour was for & Jovernmant of Democratic
Unity consicting of psople of 4ll pointe of view, except the “omsunists, to be
brought into existence to seve the country. Only cuch a broadbised Government could
do the unpopulir things that were necessary. Otherwise there would be constant
deteriorwtion. He gave the example of how the Finunce Hinister had to give in
on issues liks D irness Allowance and deficit finance because tha pros=nt Government
had noither the cour.ge nor the capability to stand up for round finuneisl policies.
If & broad-bused govemment of this nature could mot be brouzht into axistenca, Mr.
Mesuni feared thst the country would drift in the same direction us Pukieten,
Indonesia «nd Greece.

It waa no use waiting for the peliticisn to save the country. The citizen
must assert himself, India still had valuable assets in u peasantry endowed with
robust common sense and simple faith, an sbundant work force which needed to be
glven the right letdership, a smell but growing group of profsssional managers and

I@mutiﬂs who hud the necessary kmowhow,.nd Armed Forces that were brave and loyal.

Even ths humblest citizen had = part to play in o demoeracy. Mr. Mesani gave
the evample of the five British girl typists vhose gesture in offering to work
half sn hour extr= without pay had startod o mass movement in Sritain which was
called "I'm Backing Britain". Citisens in Ipdia should mobilies in voluntary
associations to help in maintiining order in their own city.
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