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"Ths Republic is in danger, threatened from many jusrters, both external = = _
and internal, and it is time for the common people of I:~ia to rally to its
defence, " sajd dr. M.R.Mesani, M.P., while addressing the uions Clubs in the
Bombay area at Juhu this evening &t un eve—of-7 public D function.

calling on those present to renew their pledge of loy-=lty to the Republic
and the Cunstitution, the spesker said that, while it may be true that politicians
in their selfishness and party-mindedness mizht be taking the country to ruin,
the responeibility of the individual citigen for the country's current state of
affairs should not be minimised. There were many among the educated pecple in India
who cast the blame for the deplorable state of the country on "they", meining
those in office. This division of the people into "we" and "they" was & lalse
one. Thore in office in a democracy such as ours owed their position to the
peogle at large, and hence it had been said that every country got the government
it deserved. The daily exercise of vigilance and participation in the processes
of demoeracy were the price to ba paid for the maintenance of freedom.

The speaker deplored the fact that members of the business community in India
were particulerly guilty of neglect of their responsibilities as citizens. He
regrettaed thet Bombay had recently lost two outsianding industrislistes who had
shown qualities of idealism, citizenship and leadership, n-mely, Col. L. Sawhny
and Mr. C. Rai. The speaker illustrated his point by referring to the complete
paseivity and absence of action on the part of thousands of small depositors
and shareholders in banks and policy holders in insurance companies whose
interests were attacked in legislation now before Parliament under the garb of
"spcial control”. In & real democracy, associstions of shareholders, bank
depositors and insurance policy holders would have come into existence and
campaigned actively against thie reactionary legislation which would destroy
the banlking ond insurance sarvices. OShort-term selfishness secmed to prevail
over patriotism and even enlightened self-interest.

Mr. Masani referrad to the external threat to the country's security posed
by the unrelenting hostility of the Chinese Communist dictatorship which he
describad us a "bandit regime." In that context, Mr. Masani was glad that the
war for the defence of Scuth Vietnam was baing won and the Chinese Communist
aggressors on our own frontiers were thus beinz pinned down and prevented from
resgrting to another attack as in 1962 on our territory. India owed a debt of
gratitude to the Australians, New Zeslanders, Korsans, Philippinos, Thais,
Americans and Vietnamase who were laying down their lives [or the freedom of
India and South East Asia.

Mr. Masani listed the internsl threats to the Constitution as coming from
economic collapse, moral degensration and corruption, violsnce and disorder, the
Communist threat of subversion &s in Bengal and elsewhere, and the irresponsibility
of politicians in general,

Thare was no prospect of izprovement in the economic sphere since there did
not appedr to be any sign of a removul of the two basic causes, namely, bed
Government policies and plans and the lsck of a capacity for hard work.

With = regims of controls and Permit-Licence-Raj, corruption had become
widespread. As an example of the deterioration in the standirde of governnent,
¥r, Masani instanced the recent appointzent of Nr. K.D.Malaviya, who had been
razoved from his position a&s a Minister of the Union Government for proved mis-
Conduct and improper behsviour, as Chairmin of the Aeavy Engineering lorporation
in R nchi shere crorss of rupees of the taxpayers' money were invested. To expect
any improvemant in New D:thi was to be totally unrealistic.

The abdication [ Government's duly to maintain law and order was resulting



‘ -
in growing violence and disorder throuthou the country. A mall T
iniustrial worlers, students and hoolig ns vere being allowed o holc
like Celcutts, Medras and Bangalore to rensom, T.s shamotul ingiden
on New Year's eve, when wosen were molested and the police looked on, ¢
we hid touched a new low in this direction. Even Mesbers of Parliamen
Hinisters of State Governments indulged in lewleseness and indiscip.
two Ministers of the U.P. Government broke the law in the C.
be treat-d as if they were imsune from the ruls of law in the country. :

#It {s time the Union and State Govarnments stop passing the buck to eich o
show some courage in suppressing disorder," ssid Mr. Masoni, Thers were
; kinds of discipline: ons was the voluntery, democratic kind and thd other that
which was enforced by suthoritarian =nd totalitarien regimes. Hshatma Gandhi had
discerned this when he said that only s disciplined msn could be a satyagrshi, o
snd that indiscipline and violemce wWere two sides of the same coin, If India could
not meintain discipline and order in the democratic way, as surely as night
follows day the people of Indis would lose their freedom end find themselves
regimented by an suthoritarian regime, Felitics, liks pature, athors a yacuum,
and o dsmgorous power vocuum was developing in the country.

It was natural that the Communists should seek to exploit such a situation
for furthering their plans of subversion, There was nothing o choose botween the
two Communist Partics /represcnted a "eloar snd present danger® to the security
of the country and the Constitution and both of thom should be bunned.

even

Unfortunately,/mombers of the dsmocratic parties were playing the fool, Each
Party was interosted only in its own savuncement and what was meant for the country
wis boing given to Purty. Whils the Hyderabad Session of the Congress Party had
shown ito complete unowaremess of its responsibilitise for misleaiing the country,
it wso o pity thut other parties which were in office in severil States were not
doing sny better, Hr. Mssani agreed with Mr. Juysprakush Naraysn that, except in
Orissz und Modrae, the non-Co Tess Governments in the Statos had proved a bitter
disapjointaent to the peoprle and had contributed to the people loring [uith in
politiciuns snd, therefore, in the procegses of Domocracy.

Zuh.'i ch

According to Mr. Misani, the ne.d of the howr was for & Sovornmant of Democratdc
Unity consieting of psople of all pointe of view, except the “ommuniste, to be
brought into existonce to save the country. Only such 4 broadbused Government could i
do the unpopulsr things that were necessary. Otherwiso there would he constant |
doterioration. He gove the exsmple of how the Finunes Hinister had to give in |
on issues like D ~rmess Allowance and deficlt finance becaus. the prosant Governmant
had noither the courige nor the cupability to atand up for sound finanmcisl policies.

If & broad-bused govemment of this nuture could mot be brousht into oxistence, Mr.
Msguni feured thot the country would drift in the same direction as Puldstan,
Indonesia und Greece.

It was no vse waiting for the politicien to s2ve tho country. The citizen
must assert himself, India still had valuable assets in 2 peasantry endowed with
robust common sepse and sinple faith, an sbundant work force which needed to be
Ziven the right lesdership, a small but growing group of crofessional mupagers and
exscutives who had the nmecossary kmowhow,ind Armsd forces that wore brave and loyal.

Even tho humblest citizen had = part to play in ¢ democTacy. Mr. Maseni gave
the axample of the five British girl typists wbose gesture in offering to work
half in hour extrs without pay had sturted 8 mase movement in 3ritain which waa
called "I'm Backing Britain". Citivzens in India should mobilise in voluntary
associations to halp in maint=ining order in their own city. ’




