Freedom First \31 ?’/'

ONE UNDERSTANDS that Nissim Ezeldel, poet,
author and probably the best exponent of the English
language in India today, is taking over as editor of
"Freedom First", the 1iberal journal founded by

Minoo Masani,

And when one describes it as a liberal journal,
one uses the word "liberal" in its authentic sense,

The outgoing joint editors, S,V. Raju and Geeta
Doctor, have written a farewell letter in the Jan
issue. "With this issue, both your editors retire,

By a coincidence, the requirements of earning a liveli-
hood have necessitated our having to leave the city,"
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recorded that it was the larges
audience to have assembled i1
one place for a musical event
larger than Woodstock of 1969
which attracted a mere 400,000
drop-outs. But a 100% of them
understood jazz.

How many of the 1% of thi
number that turn up night afte
night at Rang Bhavan, woul(
know that what they're hearin;
has been cleverly rehearse:
hard, 1o appear not 1o haw
been rehearsed hard? The tim
ing, the smoothness of thei
playing, are intended to hide th
tough effort that has gone be
hind it.

All this talk of jazz takes m
back to the days when life wa



