the Credibility Gap

by M.R. Masani,M.P.

HERE ure lwo

impressions

abonit the Sovatantra I'.llt}'
that have become more  pro-
nouneed  durmg th [rast  year.
OQue is that there is  Incrensing
.IH'l'lll,l.Ill.:' and apprectation o
the Party’s prineiples and  pro-
gramine and of the vindication af
ity basic criticisms  agalnst the
present Government in Delhi amvl
the prevailing patterns of econo-
mie and foreign policies. The
other impression 15 of an powill-
ingness of many people to take
the Party seriously as an alterna-
tive o the Congress Party which
has wow mled India for two de-
cades, It wonld be surprising
amongst  us some others  have
wot had the same experience.

Hesitation in joining Swatantra
ranks
While the list Impression
gladdens.one, it does not call for
further  thought or action; the
latter does. The lack of credibi-
ity o which 1 refer is corrobn-
ited By the fwlure of an ade-
Late mmber of people to rally
o the Party's r.mL ]Imﬂ'; before
ud after the last General Elec-
an in February 1967, Why did
' many peaple  prefer ' stand
Independent candidates rather
an amuler the ﬁ\(‘-l‘ﬂinl-"‘d star?
Why, after the elections, did the
li.nh‘p{'lull'l'lc in Parlisment and
clsewhere  not rlly round  the
Switantra  Party, which waus  the
bhizgest oppasition group i the
Lok Sabha, and help it to become
tha Oppesition® Why did the Jan

Saneth and the DMK, turn down
our affer to jom in forming a
bloe with over a hundred mem-
bers in the Lok Sabha, which
would have presented the coun-
try with a "J].‘IE!::\\' cabinet” and
a ready-made alternative BOvVeTTI
ment? Why, above all, have dis-
sident  Congressmen  in - many
Stutes [f|:)l|1_1"hl it worth while th)
unfold o  ramshackle umhrelly
over their heads called the Bhara-
tiva Kranti Dal with a leadership
SO n?l\'tu::ﬁl} inferior to  that ol
the Swatantra Party and with no
programme o l-rmfpuﬂ' with onr
own, rather than adopt the Swa-
tantra Party as their own?  The
answer  obvionsly is that  thev
have doubts about the Party,

Why 15 it that |‘||'n|)ll- are seep-
tical about the capacity of the
Swatantra Party to achieve power
and to deliver the goods? Since
this criticism is not linked to the
Party’s palicies and programme,
it must have something to do
with its organisation and the per-
formance of the Partv and its
members. y

I have been puzzling over this
question for guite a while and
woiild like to share my thonghts
with readers of Swanajya a jour-
pal that has rendered such vyeo-
man service to the Party. x
Is the Party stagrant?

The first thonght that occurs is
that the Party is losing the elan
and dymamism of its early years
and is tending to beeome some-
what stagnant. Too many peo-

pll' have heen |'|L'L1||}.\'ill'._", the
S |1n.‘1llr1|'|'- in IIs |l!'l'r-ll"~'1I}‘
oo lomg. There has heen neither
“iob  rotation”, a technique that
industry and business have deye-
|lapi':i with advantafe, nor an in-
fusion of new blood with the in-
troduction into the Party’s hier-
archy of yonnger and fresher peo-
plt‘. In that sense, it may he said
that the Party tends to suffer from
a “hardening of the arteries” des-
pite its young age. It was in an
attempt to check this trend that
I recently asked to be  excused
from r:c-;_-up_\'iug executive  olfice
in the Party for the coming two
years, as I felt it was time some-
one set an example,

Lack of discipline ?

The second olwions  weakness
af the Party is the relative lack
of discipline in a country where
no party except the Communist
parties on the one hand and the
R.S5.S. on the other are richly en-
dowed with that virtue, The large
number of defections among our
newly elected members  of the
Legislative Assemblies in Rajas-
than  ind Gojarat have brought
this weakness right out into the
open. and it is no use shutting
our eves ta it anv longer. As
General Secretary of the Parly, it
was my misfortune for seven long
years o observe growing indis-
cipline of yarious kinds and a re-
Inctance on the part of the na-
tiomal leadership to curh it T hid
oceasion, at the recent meeting of
the General Conngil of. the Party
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TWO GREAT LESSONS
FROM GOKHALE'S LIFE

The twn great Tessons to be
devived by the contemporary
grneralion fronm Gokhale's
life and example are in my
opinion  these.  Firstly the
need, which is indeed greater
taday than it was in Curi'lil.ﬂr'"l
time, o look upan I'Jlll'lllL' life
a8 n serions cureer.  Polihics
ix the business of ordering the
allnirs  of  the commumty.
Anel fn the contest of today's
reguirements, there s need
for a far greater degree of
tmlh'\tinrml knowledge andl
compeience  ammgst pn-tii.i*
clans than is prevalent today.
This calls for a far greater
degree ol eamestoess,  study
anel apy lication.  Above all,
it calls for a restoration in the
national  scale of values of
that regard for intelligence,
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kiowledge and  character
which has always distinguish-
el the Indian tradition R

Secondly, ynless pu.hli[' life is
spirittmhsed, that is to say,
t."v.lmnl of its selfish, hase
eclements and once again &
public carcer is Inukﬂf upon
{ as o career of service and
sacrifice as in the days of the
freedom strugele, we would
nat be able to win for the
Government and the publie
admmustration  that ‘credibi-
lity' on which it must bank
heavily during these vears or

transilion o progress.
—S8. G. Bawi

at Delhi, to mention some recent
examples of snch blatant ndises
pline that had gone unchallenged.

Choice of candidates

When, therefore, the President
of a State Unit of the Party re-
centhy t'ﬂmpluint‘l.l that their ina-
hility to carry the State for the
Swatantra  Party and the defes-
tion of some of their members
hadl been cavsed by the malprac-
tices of the Congress Parte, | fell
J sarry that no awarendss had yet

dawned that these roverses wore
due 0 the image of the Party

‘L-"--ll'p'
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having been badly damaged by
the hehaviour of some lcading
members of  our Party in  that
State |;rhr to and after the elec
tions, In refreshing contrast is the
aldmission of the President of the
Rajasthan State  Unit that these
Laadl

reverses  were doe 1o the
choice of  candidates, for  which
he aml his colleagues in  the

State must accept responsibility.

We in  the Swatantra  Party
have inveighed for the last seven
years against the evils of Statism,
A new kind of Statism, however,
has recently been emerging with-
in our own ranks which is, in
its own way, as unfortunate in itx
consequences as the other variely
we have been attacking, This Sta-
tisin takes the form of claiming
that the State Executive of the
Party should be left undisturbed
anid nnchecked in their activitics
by the National Headguarters of
the Party. that, whether in the
choice of candidates or in the ex-
penditure of funds made avail-
able by the Party, their discre-
tion  should .not bhe gquestioned,
and that the National Headquar-
ters should not do anything with-
in  their termtory such, for  ins-
lance, as selting  aside a Frandu-
lent election, without getting the
State oftice bearers’ prior appro-
val or consenl, Now these are
propasitions  which, il accepted,
would splinter any Party and pre-
venl it from functioning as a
national organisation, The Rajah
of Ramgarh had made these de-
mands on the Party several years
back and when they were gently
but firmly tumed down, he intri-
gued against the Party and ap-
plied for membership of the Con-
gress  Party and had in  conse-
Quenca to he expelled for his in-
disvipline and disloyalty, Unfor-
tunately, this upo-riemi- does not
seem to have given a final quietus
to this kind Statism.

The Swatantra Party has right-
Iy rejected tendencies of this kind
which would result in Balkanis-
ke th" Party wnd has insisted on
maimtaining its pational  charac-
ter. Even as the Party was being

‘hom, Rajaji had insisted, in the

context of conflicting claims for
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Samyukta Muaharashtra and Maha-
gujarat, that there conld  be
only one Swatamtra ‘in the
country and that was Swa-
tantra Party, and that its Maha-
pashira,  Gujarat  and  Bombay
unils were ﬂnly branches to carTy
ont the I’;]rty's work.
General council speaks out
This Tine of thought was rein-
forcedd when the Genernl Couneil
of the Swatantra Party, at its
meeting in Bombay in FPebruary
1965, approved of a Statement on
Orzanisation the relevant passage
in which reads as follows:
“We must realise that there
is only one Swatantra Party,
and  that is The Swatanton {
Party. Our leader, Ra’!lnii‘ put
his finger on this truth as far f
back as August 1959 in Bom- i
bay when he pointed out, in /
commection with our attitnde in !
regard to a regional contra-
versy then current in Western
India, that there could not be
one  Swatuntra Party in  Bom-
bay, muother in  Maharashira
al a third in Gujarat, but that
these should all function as
branches of a single Party.
“This is a fact which is com-
monplace in Britain where the
Conservative, Liberal and La-
hour Parties are organised with 1
National Headquarters in Lon- £

don, on the one hand, and i
Constitu organisations con- i
sisting of candidate, the {
Agent (or Organiser), and local ¢
branch on the other, The size

of our country certainly justi-

fies our int ing ﬂJ{ addi- gst;
Honal tier, namely, the State ural
upit. But that cannot mean | ,f
that the State unit should claim

temritorial  authority, seek A -
monopoly of  develaping

Party in that area, and  Gues- thoy
tion “interference” by the "g::-h?;

tre. The National Eacotiv )
the Party acd e e
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my view, a sine qua non of i's
growth and even its very eusl
ence. When a man joins e Swa-
tantra Party in any part of the
country, he does sahnnl. anly E;:;;
canse necepls the 1A
F:ﬂygrul

and gramme of the
ulsa m-muu he looks to  Rajaji

and the putional leadership of the
Party, By becoming a member,
he expects certain Fundamental
Rights in the party such, for os-
tance, as his right to vote in elec-
tions freely and fairly conducted
and his right to be consulted in
the evalution of Party policies. Tf
he were to be told that he would
be left unprotected in case his
vights were infringed by District
or State office-bearers  of  the
Party, he would certainly think
twice before  joining the Party.

The issue is a basic one. Is
India  one country and is the
Indian c¢itizen throughout  the

commtry to ewjoy the Fundamen-
tal  Rights under the Constitu-
tion? i the answer is in the affir-

mative, then the same principles
cannot but apply to the Swatan-
tra Party nng its members, The
Praja Socialist Party has receded
and dwindled in the past few
years precisely because it allowed
the leadership at State levels to
go each its own way and to wea-
ken the national character of the
Party. This is a warning the Swa-
tantra Party  will ignore at its
peril.
Cadres, cadres

The three weaknesses I have
mentioned above, namely, harden-
ing of the arteries, indiscipline and
Statism, mndonbtedly need to be
checked; but something  positive
is also required ad that is the
development of a ecadre of Party
workers, which 15 so far lacking.
Lenin was mght in stressing that
“cadres decide everything™. We
have at one end a small leader-
ship which is inferior to none in
the country in its capacity, intelli-

we and sophistication.  We
ave on the other a body of so-

called “active workers™ most of
whom are really only passive mem-
hers. The eonversion of this body

of members into really aclive
workers Is an immediate task,

In this context, the mere enral-
ment of members and the raising
and spending of funds  will not
snffice.  What is called for is the
recruitment and training of a body
of disciplined and dedicated men
and women who are convinced
about the princ‘iflit's of the Party
and are prepared to carry its mes-
sage tn others, To put it differ-
ently, what the Party needs is to
develop  an  infrastructure, at
grass-roots  level, which  wonld
provide a link hetween the leader-
ship of the Party and the general
body of citizens, particolarly
the countryside, whom the Party's
message has yet to reach.

This is a challenge to the Party
which it must meet in the New
Yedr if it is to justify the hopes
that were aroused ten vears bagk
when it took birth.

THE BEHAVIOUR OF OUR ATMOSPHERE

HE dynamical behaviour of

the atmosphere of the ecarth
is of such novel character that it
may he deseribed as giving a face-
lift to the science of meteorolog
andd  providing it with a fresh
complexion,

Being a meus body, the air
is completely free to move both
up and down and also sideways.
Henee, it is not under any con-
strainl to rotate with the carth.
The air in contact with the earth
heated by solar vadiation finds its
way up and nltimately reaches
the levels of the so-called trope-

nse, ’

In its ypward movement, each
parcel of air carries with it the
momentum which it has acquired
by coutact with the earth at the
sarting point.  The steady state
of the a here in its higher
levels is accordingly determine
by the manmer in which the par-
cels of wir there arriving dg'i-
hute  themselves und by such
admixture of the air from different

stnrlinﬁ ints as actually ocours
at such levels,
The earth at ground level

moves with specds ranging from
165 metres second  at the
equator o zero at the poles, The
heating effect of the solar radia-
tion reaching the earth also varies
from a maximum at the cquator
to zevo at the ];nll's. In these
acrcamstances,  the  atmosphere
dividles  itself into three Its,
namely, the equatorial belt, the
belts of the middle latitudes,
and the polar belts, of which the
t]}'nﬂmi hehaviour is  quite
different.

This division into helts also
exhibits itself at the level of the
tropopause, the height of which
above ground level is greatest for
the equatorial belt, much less for
the belts of middle latitudes and
least for the polar belts. These
facts indicate that these bells
represent  sectors of the atmos-

phere which rotate differentl

by Dr.Sir C. V. Raman

The foregeing considerations
provide readily intelligible expla-
nations for wvarions  well-known
facts of the atmaspheric behaviour,
Amongst these may be mention-
cd the existence of the easterly
trade-winds which blow in low
latitudes both north and south of
the equator. Likewise, the wes-
terly winds which appear in the
region of the middle latitudes
receive a satisfactory explanation,
The astonishing manifestation of
winds of high velocity known as
t]}r |rt-51ma:rl:s also finds a natum}
place in this interpretation o
atmospheric behaviour,

The meteorologists should con-
sider this thesis and think over
the principles by which they
could futerprét the behavienr of
the atmesphere. Meteorology is
a complicated science and meteo-
rologists shonld not merely be
conceried with farecasts, hut try

get down to fundamentals so
: y that it might be built on a solid
_ “f!_tfl respect to the ground below, an

sure foundation,
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