pi 3 -Ehéﬁiryﬁu for your letter of‘EEth Jnly expmg‘
gmeat concern and complete disagreement with the
=, I am taking about the future of the Swatantra Parﬁy:
. in two minds vwhether to reply; but felt T must, since 1
Sheiges ﬁaﬁ'taken ‘so much trouble to write to me 850 frankly auﬂ.ma i

such feeling on the subject.

Firstly, one must svoid arguing on the basis of false

Q}Ld;”ﬁ”'F 5 analogies. There is for instance}nothln%zcommon between wha-;
FEi e B is sought to be attempted now and
i o -- either the wvarious an -ej‘E%ion attempts
R ' at S5.V.Ds of opposition parties;
;
T~ -- or the pre-election "common programme" approach,
.20 Which at first succeeded, but later failed,
in Orissa;

-- or the pre-electlon "Grand Alliance" so-
called of 1971, without a common programme.
Indeed, if anything is to be learnt from the above it is
this that perhaps a merger of at least some of the "
opposition parties may succeed where all other modes of {
their getting together have failed.

Equally untenable is the -analogy of the Liberal Party
in U.K. It 2 completely different sort of country from
India in every conceivable respect; and so are the people
of the two countries. The Liberal Party in U.K. is one of
three leading parties, not one of ten as is the Swatantra
Party in India; and the Liberal Party has always had an
enormous War Chest, unlike the Swatantre Party which is

Feged - e Ve

totally bankrupt and cannoﬁfbe sure o%{paylng its employees.*-;
three months hence.

Secondly, you must not think my political education >
stopped with the Haryana Elections in 1968. It is true thotin
I then thought that the Swatantra Party's future was to be
permanently in the opposition; and I had no doubt it was ey
quite a useful role. But after the 1969 mid-term eleetien-:i’f
in West Bengal, Bihar, U.P. and Punjab I began to doubt .
whether the Party would survive very long. This doubt was 
very strongly confirmed after the disastrous 1971 General

Election to Parliament when, although I did not contest
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b i .M. Pate! Eﬁﬁma”_ ﬂ. f'g ¢
':°ﬂ':;3:vlown contest for the Matunge Assembly Beﬂt in. 1972;
' mhan-evaxrona without exéeption worked very hard for me,
I hmﬁtlittle &uubt indeed that the fate of all opposition
: )parﬁiea (except anly'the Jan Sangh and the Communists) was

sealed.unless they could get together to form one Party.

Thirdly, one must avoid argument by abuse such as

ealling people "opportunistst

I am increasingly driven :

to the conclusion that in politics if one's objectives
are good and geared to gound principles, one must not

"opportunist".

The Swatantra Party's image in the public mind is
that of a Party of Mahardjas, Capitalists, Landlords
This will continue, despite all proof

and Re-actionaries.

disdain expediency and opporftunism t# achieve them. A
political party must adopt every expedient and take advantage
of every opportunity that offers itself for its success. 4
So you must now bracket me also with the others as an |

—

to the contrary, and even though we now receive no suppnrf"'"é

from those very same classes.
where do we go from here?
letter of 23rd July to Masani.

do so.

Accordingly, if my doctor permits me, I intend L
attending the National Convention at Delhi on 4th/5th August

in support of Piloo Mody's endeavour.
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Mr. S.V. Raju,

Personnel & Product1V1ty Services
148, Mahatma Gendhi Road, ;
BOH.‘B&Y =400 001.

nr.

Ve are stuck with it. So
My answer is contained in my S
I can see no other way. :
Certainly, unlike him, I refuse to sit back and do nothing
about the situation, while waiting for a "take over" by N
Some benevolent Military Dictator before the Communists




