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Since childhood I have been afflicted Ry the impulse to stand up
for the underdog., In boyhood, this often took the
up sgainst my mother for the fruit or vegetable vendor
who was being disaissed, I guess that is why I
as a socialist and joined with my good friend Jaysprakash Haraysn in
sstablishing the Congress Socialist Party in
during the years that followed, we have both been explating since in
different waysl

When in 1959 1 joined in foraing the Swatantra Party, some of my
soclalist frisnds, who suffer from conservatism of the Left, thought
that I was acting out of character, since they imagined, %{,ﬂ fnh
Jawaharlal Mehru's ssear campaign, that the Swatantra Party was
to be the champion of the vested intervat:and the privileged classes.
If there are any people who still think on those lines, it is high
time they think again. The events of the last eight ywars have mnde
it smply clear that the people for whom the Swatantra Party stands are
not only not the vested intsrest-but the great btulk of the people who
need to be protected ggajnst the new vested interests that have come
into existence as a result of twenty years of Stats Capitalist ruls.
Among those who need to be so protected and who are today's underdoge
are not only the small farmers, who have been dedied a fair deal by the
predoainantly urban rulers of India during the past twemty years, but
also those who were formerly the upper classes - such as industrialiste,

rbuui.uu-n and former rulers.
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Paradoxical as it may seem, it uuuzu-ﬁnuumrmfh
m:lers who have becoms today's underdogs.  When, therefore, some of
us formed the Swatantra Party we were only giving expression to our
syspathy for the underdog before it became possidle for most people
to appreciate the fact.

If, on the one hand, the business and professicoal classes and
the forwer princes have losttbeir privileges and are now entering the
racks of the dispossessed, a nev ruling class is quistly and almost
surreptitiously coming on top. It still seeks to conoeal its
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qumumm cap and the khaddar kurta and by
msking loud protestations sbout social justice for the assses.

Since ours is still a mixed economy, there are ia India thres
olmnuinmmmnuﬂl--thpuﬂdmuofnu,h
corrupt buresucrat and the dishonest businsssman. Thoss three have
ganged up, while shouting loudly about socialism, to loot the
pmt.mmrmmmxnau-u.um1m-umm
put it, "to extrsct surplus whlue” out of their labour., This ia
being schieved through what may be described as the politicisation
of alsost all aspects of life, which means that those who rule the
State have acquired a grip over industry, business, farming and
other aspects of our econcaic life. Partly by natiomalisation but
predominantly by Permit-Licence-Quota Raj", they have ascguired a
stranglehold over the processes of production, whether agricultural
or industrisl and, like the Highwaymen of old, they extract their
toll before a bag of foodgrains can move, before necessary materials
can be importad or before any kind of profit can be made. Certain
elements in business have, in their pursuit of a quick rupee, not
scrupled to betray free enterprise and the free way of life by
becoming accomplices in the process. They, at least, have “maver
had it so good™.

Recently, Parliament debated a motion which stipulated that there
should be & ceiling on the expenditure of a family of M.1,500/~ a menth.
Fenbers of the Communist and Socialist parties and even the Jan Sangh
supported this motion. Luckily, it was defeamted with the support of
the Svatantra Party, but the honcurable mesbers who wared so elsquent
happenad to forget that their own emolusents and perquisites amounted
to aore than &.1,500/=1  As to Ministers who, day in and day cut,
talk about social Justice, their housing, lighting amd transportation
allovances are of an order that quite big industrialists might anvy.
Did not Br. Ram Manchar Lohis, whoa we have eo tragically loat in the
last few weeks, once write a little book about how much it cost the
oountry to maintain its first socialist Prime Ninister?

ist itmot be thought that there is anything cularly wicked
or unigue adout this phencasna. mmm”?mh cannot
take the credit for any origimality. 411 this has been dons Before.
mcmtm-tmmmmtmmmm
sbovn them the way, vhich they have avidly followed, The story has
been told suceintly mnd olearly in Nilovan Djilas's book
for writing and pudlishing which that distinguished cossunist was

el



e

=

ST FREC e
suarded a sentence of ten years in prison, “And what was his crime? His
crise was to delineate the anatomy of the new class in Soviet Russia and
the East Buropean countries, vho have been exploiting the peasants and
workers for the bepefit of themselves and their families, Instead of
owning factories and land4, these commissars have misused their political
centrol over fastories and collective farms to carry on the good old
practice of "extracting surplus value" from the fruits of others' labours.

"The pew class®, writes Djilas, "may be said to be made up of those
who have special privileges and economic preference becsuss of the
sdministrative monopoly they hold." He goes on to explain: "In practice,
the ownership privilege of the new class manifests itself am an exclusive
right, as a party monopoly, for the political buresucracy to distribute

" the national income, to set wages, direct ecomomic development, and

dispose of nationalised and other property. This is the way it appears
to the ordinary man who considers the Comsunist functionary as being
“u ﬂ“ “ RS A BAD m does mt h.'. h 'm..-.nock m m
pover grabs privileges and indirectly grabs property.”

Glving a description which many people will recognise as not an
unfair one of the state of affairs in ocur own country, Djilas writes:
"In Communist systems, thefts and misappropriations are imevitable.

It is not just poverty that motivates people to steal the 'maticnmal
property'; but the faot that the property does not seem to belong te
anyone. All valuables are somehov rendered valusless, tlus creating
a favouradle atmosphere for theft and waste. In 1954, in Yugoslavia
alons, over 20,000 cases of theft of 'socialist property' were dis-
covered, The Communist lesders handle national property as their own,
but at the same time they waste it as if it wvere scmsbody else's.”

There is only one way in which t!ds pev vestsd interest of monopoly
State Capitalism can be ended and that is by bringing about a change of
government and putting in a Oovernment that does not belisve in a system
which has led India to misery and bankoruptcy but ome im which real social
Justice is re-estadblished by free enterprise in industry and business
and vigorous peasant propristorship on the land,

It is time our socialists, like generals vho fight a war with the
“eapons of the last, stop fighting non-existent vested interests and
::nhmmh on the nev foes of freedom. It is time for all tlome

lieve social justice to speak up for the former uppsrdog who
has now become the underdog.



