T 1/9/72, Tilaknagar
§. V. BAJU ) Banbay 69

/ '\_, J\A\a_
A Jure 28, 1974

I just had occasion to see fram a member of the National Exeecutive

1
resident in Bambay & gireular seeking your approval to a proposa
regarding the delegates' quota for the fortheaming Hatiomal Convention

in August.

As you are aware, I have organised for the Party five Hatiomal Convent~
ions and in all these eonventions the delegates' quota was based on the
remise that es mary delegates as posgible should have an opportuxity to
attend. We had therefore kept the ceiling low which generally used 1o
be 1 for 10 with a maximum of 200. The ceiling was meant to prevent any
one State from daminating the Convention. Fow the Natiomal Headquarters
has suggested a strength of 1 far 100 without an upper ceiling, the
reason being given that we would not be meeting in a shamiana end a Hall
would not agcamodate g large rnumber and hence the total strength of
delegates should be limited.

This arguyment is really untenable., Of the five Conventions the Convent-
ion in Bangalore in 1964 and the Convention in Delhi in 1966 (when the
Party was at its peak) were held in halls. As a matter of fact the

1966 Convention was held at Sapru House (where it is proposed to hold the
next one) and accammodated as many as 642 delegates.

The total mmber of delegates even if the ratioc of 1 to 10 with a ceil~
ing of 200 is accepted would swely be accamocdated in the hall at Sayru
House., Burely we don't expect more delegates attending this time than

136;966 when the Convention met on the eve of the general elections of
1 .

Prankly the whole attempt appears to me to be to ensure dissclution with
the help of a massive influx of delegates fram U.P. (A perusal of the
Statewise strength of delegates as proposed in the circular would bear
this out). 45 a member of the Party and one who has had ard cogtimues
*ochave mouabiding loymlty tooweedtho Party stands for, may I please
Tequest you not to approve the recamendation of the Hatiomal Head-
quarters but to insist that the quota of delegates should remain the

same as was adopted for the 1973 Convenmtion held in Madras viz. 1 far $0
with a maximum of 200,

'fdo‘_hope you will give this letter your sefious eonsideration.
With kind regards,

Yours sineerely,

(S. V. Raju)



