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HERE has been a great deal
of justifiable concern wboul

the precipitate  drop in
India’s prestige abroad as a
result of the Indian Govern-
ment’s unrealistic and unfair
anjtode towards the West Asian
dispote. Whal is perbaps not as
widely appreciated is the fact that
the detericration in India’s image
is & process that has been going on
quite & while and that the Indian
Government's West Asian posture
is one of many things that has da-
maged our country's image abroad.
On a recent wisit 10 Europe,
where | went 1o participale in the
Annual Conference in Oxford ol
the Liberal International, of which
I was elecied & Patren; to preside
over & meeting of the General As-
semhly of the Congress for Culiu-
ral Freedom in Pans, and 1o
address o meeting on  Indin in
Berne al the iovitaton of the Swiss-
East Institute there; I made it a
point to keep an eye on the kind of
news about our country that tnckles
through in a skeichy manner to the
newspaper reader in England and
on the Continent. Natumlly, the
British papers have more 1o say
about India than those on the Cons
linent but there 18 one honourable
exception to this, and that is the
Neue Zoricher Zietung of Zurnich,
This 1s & daily of the highest re-
pute which publishes more detailed
and more reliable information
about India than do perhaps the
London Times and New York
Times put together.
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During the first twentytive days
of Sepiember when | was abroad,
a variety of items of news became
available, There were some of a
Fowsippy nature hke, for instance,
the announcement by the Beatles
that they would fly o India in
Dctober for a two-month  holiday
amnd mediation study under their
mew  mentor, Maharishi  Mahesh
Yogl. in the Himalavan foothills,
aml apother which reported that
Mr Momarfi Desal, our Deputy
Prime Minister, was taken to have
Bia first look imside a London pub
and, like Queen Victoria, who made
the celebrated remark @ “We are nal
amuned’, he, on cmerging, obwerved
Bat very surprisingly (hat “there
war nod all that much o e Not
ery impremive af alll™

There was another categery of
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ulems which evoked sympathy for
us in the minds of the reader. Soch,
for insiance, was the report from
India entitled “India Flood Death
Toll Moumts,” which pointed out
how the capricious rain gods, hav-
ing denied water last year, were
now flocding the country.

Mr Chagla's :iilnnllun created
considernble  inierest, largely be-
cause of the issue of language
which he had raised in his letter of
resignation. A summary of Mr
Chagla‘s letter, as also an exclusive
interview with him, was published
in the Times and there way an edi-
torial on the subject.

The firing across the Sikkim bor-
der was reported from day to day
and given considerable prominence
in an objective manner. Tne Timzs
of Seplember 15, in a report en-
litled “Indian Guns Silent as Chi-
nese Fire,” explained this pheno-
menon by saying that “the Indian
Government 15 apparently hoping
that the Chinese will interpret the
silence from the guns as Indian
loss of face and wall be sansfied
with the resulting propaganda,” an
explanation which must have looked
somewhat peculiar to the eyes of
the reader abroad.

An apprecialive story was that
from Bombay entitled ‘Stenlisation
Queues in Indin’, which was an in-
lerview with Dr. Rafiq Zakaria,
Maharashira®s Minister of Health,
about his strategy and plans to con-
trol births “on commercial basis™
in place of any compulsion.

Alongside of reporis saying that
the Japanese were going in for ma-
jor investment in Ceylon and that
Indonesia and the Philippines had
introduced new legislalion 1o open
the doors more widely to foreign
capital and to create a better cli-
mate for such investment, there was
a report from Indin entitled “Re-
cord Crop May Prove Mixed Bless-
ing For India," which mentionsd
the concern in certain official circles
lest the good monsocn might induce
countries elsewhere to halt food aid
now being received by India, since
“this would also mean a hali to ths
revenues the Government earns by
selling the food in it ration
shops.™

A large proportion of the news
items about India were not such as
e do the comntry’s repatation any
good and some of them made pain-

ful reading abroad. Thus there
was a long report in the Daily Tele-
graph from Srinagar entitled “The
Hindu Girl ol Srinagar,” where the
story of the deplomble nots over
the marnage of a Hindu girl 1o a
Muslim was told in detail.

There was a report on how seve-
ral distinguished teachers and mem-
bers of the Executive Council of
Delhs University were insulted and
manhandled by stodents demanding
the restoration of the ML.A. (Pass)
class with rerrospective effect from
1966 and how a college principal
was kicked in the shin and the
head of a research institute was
slapped.

Other items of news not very
creditable to ¢ur country included
a slory abom Keith Satterthwaite,
a voluntary worker with Tibetan re-
fugees in India, who was torced out
cf the country. 1 know of several
cases personally,” he told the Times
cofrespondent, mentiomng a Swiss
doctor with a mobile dispensary
who was told 10 stop work among
the Tibetans, although he could
continue to work for ladians, and
an English teacher in Delhi who
had also been told to leave. What
was most damaging was when he
described how in May this year the
local Distniet Commissioner sum-
moned the Tibetan community’s
head in Dalhousie 1o ask that the
foreign wvoluntary workers should
be expelled and “applied pressure
on the Tibetan group by not issuing
ration cards for cheap rice and
wheat flour.™ “We realised that if
we did not go,” zaid Satterthwaite,
“they would put on more pressure.”
The Indian Government's attitude,
he explained, i1s that refugees are
not working enough. They do not
want voluntary workers as the Tibe-
tans would not become self-sup-
porting. Commenting on this, the
Times correspondent observed that
there was a feeling in pro-Tibetan
circles in England that the Indian
authorities resent the greater hold
on Britsh sympathies exercised by
the Tibetan refugees.
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Another unfortunate incident was
that of the seizure of gold on a
BOAC aircralt. The trouble, ac-
cording (0 reports, arose because
the BOAC plane which was flying
10 the Far East carrying gold to the
Portuguese colony of Macao had
been delayed in Delhi due to the
plane needing refitiing with a new
engine. When the BOAC asked for
security measurcs 1o protect the
gold, the gold was taken inta cus-
tody on the ground that the con-
signment had not been marked as
“gold” but only as “metal”, which
is the normal international sviation
Practice in cvery couniry except
India. The last repont appearing
in the Daily Telegraph of Septem-
ber 25 was to the effect thar India
had decided to confiscate  the
£3500,000 worth of gold, even
though the Indian authorities were
satisfied that BOAC were not in-

yolved in smuggling. Ascording fo
(he Telegraph, the confiscation will -
be based on the violation of a new
decree banning the passage through
India of any goods 1© Pornugal or
its overseas temritories. THiS WhaS
sprung on BOAC officials after days
of argumemt over the incorrect
manifests. The impression lefi an
the reader was that the Indian
authorities, having failed 10 estab-
lish a claim based on the incorrect.
manifest, suddenly developed an
afterthought  and  shifted  thew
ground.

As cne read the report of the
confiscation, one wondered whether,
even if a technical breach of rules
had been committed, this could not |
and should not have been oOvers
looked in the case of a bona fide
srror where there was no guilty
intent, This feeling was intensified
when, on tumning 1o another page
of the samec paper, oné came
across an advertisement by Oxfam
making a touching appeal for
funds for the relief of starvation
and distress in Bihar,

From what Intle has been said
about how developments in India
look to the reader abroad, it would
seem that to blame Indian diplo-
mats and officials abroad for poor
public relations, as is often done in O
Parliament and outside, would be
to bark up the wrong tree. Public
relations can only deliver the goods
where they have a good story to
tell or a good product to sell. It
15 possible, of course, that some of
these reports might not have been
altogether accurate and that correc-
tions could be issued in such cuses,
but no amount of public relations
or sman publicity can undo the
effect of actions lacking in genero-
sity and fairplay.
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There is no short cut 1o remedy
these ills. Sound policies and de-
cisions on the part of our Govern-
ment, constructive debate and cni-
ticism in our Parliament, a vigilant
defence of the individual’s nights in
the columns of the Press—these are
among the ways in which, in course
of time, the image of the country
abroad can change. In our own
times, two countries widely reviled
for their war-time activities, name-
ly, Japan and Germany, have been
rehabifitated in the eyes of the
community of nations by their be-
haviour in the vears since the war
— their tumning away from the
mistakes of the past, their hard
work, their miraculous recovery
from destruction, and their readi-
ness to help others in greater help.

The common people of India de-
serve a better image abroad than
these who have hitherto led them
have earned for the country. Each
of us can help in our own little way
in mending things so thal we may
regain  the greal prestige  that
Mahatma Gandhi had won for us
by a life-time of scrvice and sacri-
fice and adherence to high moral
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nail polish
CUTEX

available in captivating colours!

Shades: Pink from Pgris - Coral ice
Clear Red " Pink Cameo* Alladin's Fire

On her nails...Clear Red

There s excitement in the air. It's Cutex nail
polish in colours you'tl ovel Colours fo biend,
to match, to contrast with your clothes, your
mood. Fresh and lovely Pink from Paris. So-
phisticated Coral Ice. Rapturous Clear Red.
Enchanting Pink Cameo. Exciting, so alluring

Alladin’s Fire! Cutex nail polish never chips
or peels...comes on smoothly, stays that way

.dries instanilly with a glossy, magnificent
finish. In elegant new bottles. By the makers
of Pond's beauty products in India...Cutex...
the world-famous name in nail polish—now
within your easy reach!

World’s largest seller

CUTEX

nail polish

Now available in
Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi and Bangalore.
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