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There has been a great deal of justifiable comcerm about the
precipitate drop in Indis’s prestige abroad as a result of the
Indian QGovernment's wnreslistiec and unfair attitude towards the
¥West Asian dispute. What is perhaps not as widely appreciated
is the fact that the deterioration im India's image is a process that
has been going on Tor quite a while amd that the Indian Govermment's
Vest Asisn posture is only one of many things that has damaged owr
country's image abroad.

On a recent visit to Europe, whare 1 went to participate im
the Annual Conference hﬂz‘t‘oﬂl of the Liberal International, of
which I was elected a Patron, preside over a meeting of the Gensral
Assembly of the Congress !or Cultural Freedom in Paris‘and to
address a meeting on India in Berme at the invitation of the Swisa-
East Institute there, I made it a point to keep an asye om the kind
of news about our coumtry that trickles through in a aketchy mamner
to the newspaper reader in England and on the Continent. Naturally,
the British papers have more to say about Imdia than those on the
Contiment but there is 'ome bemdrsble exception to tals, and that is
the Neus Suricher Zistung of 7urich. This 1 a daily of the
highest repute which publishes sore detailed and more reliable
inform:tion about India tham do perhaps the Lomdon Times and New

Jork Tines put tagether.

During the fir:t twentyfive days of September whenm I was abroad,
a variety of items of news became awallable. Thare were some of a
goesippy pature like, for instange, the anmouncemsnt bty the Heatles
that they would fly to India im October for a two-month holiday and
meditation study under their new mentor, NMaharishi Nahssh Yogi, in
the Himalayam foothills, and smother which reported that Mr, Norarji
Desai, our Depaty Prime Ninigter, was taken to have his ‘iret leok
inside s Lomiom pub and, like Jueen Victoria, who made the celebratad
resark: 'We are not amused', he, on emerging, cbssrved mot very
eyrprisingly that "there wss mot all that such to mee. Not wery
impresive at all, "’

There was another category of items which svoked sympathy for
us in the minde of the reader. §uch, for instence, was the report
froa India sntitled “India flcod death toll moumts®, which pointsd
out how the cepriciouws rein gods, having demied water last year, were
oW Tlooding the comtry and washing away the homes of a large rmmber



of peaple.

Nr. Chagla's resignation crested comsiderable interest, largely
because of the issus of langusge which he had raised in his letter
of resignation. A sussary of Nr. Chagla's letter, as also an exclusive
intarview with him, was published in the Times and there vas an
editorial on the subject.

The firing scross the Sikkim border was reported from day to day
and given considersble promimence in an objective munner. The Times
of September 15, in a report emtitled "Indian Guns Jilent as Chinsse
Fire”, explained this phenomenon by saying that "the Indian Governazent is
apparently hoping that the Chimese will iaterpret the silance from
the guns as Indiam loss of face and will be satisfied with the resulting
propagenda®, an explanstion which sust have looked some¥bat peculiar
to the eyes of the reader sbroad.

An apprecistive story was that from Bombay entitled 'Sterilisatiom
Queues in India’, which was an interview with Dr. Rafiq -aksria,
Maharashira's Ninister of Health, about his strategy and plans to
eontrol births "on a commercial basis® in place of any compulsion.

Alongside of reports saying that the Japanese were going in for
major investassnt in Ceylon and that Indonesia and the Philippines
had introduced new legialatiom to open the doors more widely to foreigm
capital and to create a detter climate for such investment, there was
a report from India entitled'!''Record Crop Eay Prove Mixed Blessing For
India®, which memtioned the concerm in certaim ofiicial circles lest
the good momecon might induce countries slssvhers 4o helt food aid
no¥ being received by India, since "this would also me2n & halt to the
reveruse the Government earns by selling the food im its ration shops.®

A large proportiom of the mewe items about India were not such,
besever, as to do the country's reputation any good and some of them
made painful rea ing abroad. Thus there was & long report im the
Daily Telegraph from “rinagar entitled *The Hindu Girl of Srimagar®,
where the story of the deplorsble riots over the marriage of a Hindu girl
to & Mualim was told in considerable detail,

There was a report on how several distinguished teachers and members
of the Executive Coumcil of Delhi University were insulted and mamhandled
by students demanding the restorstion of the M.A.(Pass) class with
retrospective effect from 1966 =nd how a college principel was kicked
in the shin and the head of a research institute was slapped.

Other items of news not very creditable to our comiry included a
story about Keith Satterthwaite, a volumtary worker with Tibetan refugess
in India, who was forced out of the country, *I kno- of several cases
persoually”, ha told the Times correspondent, mentioning a Swiss doctor
with & mobile dispensary who was told to stop work smong the Tibetans,
al B coild contimwe to work for Indisns and sn ®nglish tsacher in

sl20 teen told to leave, What was most damaging was when he
desoribed bow in May this year the local District Comsissioner sumsoned
bﬂhhm&h'chﬂhkﬂuﬂnhlﬁﬁnﬂhfm
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voluntary workers should be expelled and "applied pressure on the
Tibetan group by mot issuing ration cards for cheap rice and wheat
flour.” wje realised that if we did not go,” said Satterthwaite,
*they would put on more pressure.® The Indian Govermzsnt's attitude,
he explained, is that refugees sre not working emough. They do not
vant voluntary workers ss the libe‘ans wonld not become self-supporting.
Comsenting on this, the Times correspendent observed that there was a
feeling in pro-Tibetan cireles in Englund that the Indian authorities
resent the greatsr hold on British syspathiss exsrcised by the Tibetan
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Another vofortunste incident was that of the seisure of gold
om & BOAC sireraft. The trouble, according to reportz, arvse because
mmmmwmﬂﬁuhhmmtmplitnm
Portuguese colony of Maoso had beem dolayed in Delhi dus to the plane
neesding refitting with a pev engine. When the BOAC asked for security
measurss to protect the gold, the gold was taken into custody on the
ground that the consignment had not been miarked as "gold" tmt only as
"setal”, which is the norma) international aviation practice in svery
country except India. The last report appsaring in the Daily Telograph
of September 25 waa to the effect that India had decided to confiscate
the £500,000 vorth of sold, even though the Indian authorities were
satisfied that BOAC were not invelved in smuggling, According to the
Tolegraph, the confiscation will be based on the violation of = new
degres banning ths passage through India of any goods to Portugal or
ite overseas territories. This was .prumg on BOAC officials after days
of argment over the incorrect manifests. ‘The impression left on the
readsr was that the Indian suthorities, having failed to establish a
claim bused on the incorrect manifes{, suddenly developed an afterthought
and shifted their ground snd turned to rely on a new arpument which
they had not thought of during the inmtervening week that had elapsed
between the discovery of the comsigmment and the confiscation.

Aanone resd the report of the confiscation, ome wondered whather,
even if a technieal bresch of rules had teen committed, tids could mot
and should not have been overlocked in the case of a boma fide error
where there was no guilty imtemt. Thia feeling was intemsified when, on
turaing to another page of the csme paper, one came scross an advertisemsnt
by Oxfaa making & touching appeal for funds or the relief of starvation
ard distress in Hikar, The sctiom of the Indian officials wou d appsar to
the reader to be & wvery peculiar way of showing appreciation of the fact
that thousands of mem and women in Englsmd are giving their time to
collect funds for the relief of distress swong those most hard hit in
our country.

From what little has been said about how developments im India look
to the readsr sbroad, it would seem that to blame Indian diplomats and
officials abrosd for poor pmhlic relations, as is often done im Parlissent
snd cutside, would be to park up the wrong tree. Public relations can
only deliver the goods whare they have a good story to tell or a good
produot to sell. It is possible, of course, that some of these reports
might not have been altogether accurate and that corrsctions could be
isoued in such cases, 'ut no amount of public relatioms or smart publicity



can wndo the effect of actions lacking in gemerceity and fairplay,
like the expulsicm of Erit sh voluntary workers helping tbe umfortunate
Titetans in Iniia or the wse of a technicality to pmmalise the mirline
d’-rﬂcﬂl:amm,mwiﬁnmm
ssownt of explanstion undo the damage dome by reports rioting in
Kashair or Rznchi in what is proudly claimed to be a "secular' étate.

There is no aiort cut to remedy thewe ills. Soumd policies and
decisions on the part of our Uovernment, consfructive dedate and
criticism in owr Parlisment, a visilant defence of the individual's
rights in the colmms of the Press - these are asoug the ways ia
wvhioch, in course of time, the imsge of the coumtry obroad can dhange.

In our own times, two countries widely reviled for their war-time
activities, numely, Japan apd Gersany, have been rehabilitated im

the eyee of the comsmnity of nations Ly their behaviour in the years
sines the war — tieir turning away from the miotakes of ths past, toeir
hard work, their miraculous recovery {rom destruction, and their readiness
to help others in greater need,

The common people of India deserve a better image abroad than
thore who have hitherto lad them have carmed for the country. Each
of ue can help im our own little way in mending things so that we may
regain the great prestige that Nahatma CUandhi had won for us by a
life-tims of service and mascrifice and adherence to high morel standards,




