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There has been a great desl of justifiable concerm about the
precipitate drop in India's prestige abroad as a result of the
Indian Goverrment's unreslistic and unfair sttitude towards the
¥est isian dispute. What is perhaps not as widely appreciated
is the fsot that the deterioration im India’e image is a process that
has besn going on for quite a while and that the Indian Jovermsent's
West Asiap posture is only one of sany things that has damaged our
coumntry's image abroad.

On & yeceat vimit to Surope, wbere 1 went to participate in
the Amnwal Conference im Uxford of the Liberal Internatiomal, of
which I was electsd a Fatrom, de over a mesting of the Ceneral
Asssmbly of the Congress !or Cultursl Freedom im Paris and to
address a meeting on India in Berme at the invitation of the Swiss-
Bast Institute thers, I made it a point to keep an eye on the kind
of newa sbout our country that trickles through in a sketohy mammer
to the newspaper reader in Emglamd snd on the Continsmt. HNaturally,
the Sritish papers have more to say about Iniia than those en the
Contiment tut thers is .ome honofuble exception to tiis, and that is
the Jeus Suricher ilstung of ‘urich. This 1s a daily of the
highsat repute which publishes more detailed and more reliable
inform:tion shbout India than do perhaps the London Times and New

Jork Zimes put together.

During the Tir t twentylive days of Jeptember whan I was abroad,
a variety of items of news decame awailable. ‘hare were some of &
gossippy nature like, lor instince, the ammouncessnt Ly the Jeatles
that they would fly to India im October for a two-month holiday sad
maditation study under their new memtor, Maharichi Kahesh Yogi, im
the Fimalsyan foothilla, and apother which reported that Nr. Norsrji
Desai, our Deputy Prime Ninister, wes taken to have his ‘iret lock
ineide a Lon'o; pub snd, like “usen Vietoria, vho nade the celebrated
remark: 'Ve are not amused', he, on emerging, observed mot wery
csurprisingly that "tiere was nok all that much to see, Fot very
impresive at all,” |

There was snother category of items which evoked sympathy for
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0¥ flsoding the country sad washing away the homes of a large sumber



of pesople.

Nr. Chagla's resignation created copsiderstls interest, largely
beosuse of the issue of langusge which he had raised ia his letter
of resignstion. A summary of ¥r. Chagla's letter, sn also an exclusive
interview with him, was published in the Times and therv wes an <
editorial on the subject.

The iring soress the Sikkis border was reported from day to day
und given considerabls prominence im am objective manner. The Iimes
of Septeadsr 15, in & report entitled "Iniisn Gums Sileat as Chinese
vire", explained this phencssnon by saying that “tue Indian Jovernment ie
apparestly hoping that the Chinese will interpret the silence [from
the guns ar Indiap loss of fuce and will be satisfied with the resulting
propagaoda®, sm explanation which sust have looked somevrat pecullar
to the syes of the readesr abroad.

An apprecistive story was that from Bombay entitled 'Ctarilisstiom
tueuss in India', which was sn interview with Dr, Pariq akaria,
Mahaprsshtra's ¥inister of Health, about his strategy and piasns to
control birthe "om & commercial basis™ in place of any compulsica.

ilongeide of reports saying that the Japanese were golng in for
sajor investsent in Ceylon and thet Indonmeaim and the Fhllippines
had introduced new legizlation to open the doors more widely tao forelgm
capital smd to creats s better climate for such imveatment, there wua
a report from Indis entitlsd “'Record Crop May ‘Prove Nixed Ble=aing Tor
Indis”, which mentioned the comcern in certaim ofiicial circles lest
the good somnoon might indace countries slswitere to Talt {ood ald
now being received by India, since "this would slso msan & halt to the
Teveruss the Jovernment esrns by selling the food in ita ration shops.®

A large proportion of the news items about Indis were not such,-
however, as to do the ‘oummtry's reputation amy good and some of thea
made painful reaing akrosd. Thus there was & long report im the
laily Telegraph from -rinagar entitled "The Hindu Girl of Jrimager®,
where the story of the deplorsble ricts over ths marriage of a Hindu girl
to a Nuslim was told in considerable detail.

There was a report on how several distisguished teachers and ssmbers
of the frecutive Cowmecil of Delhi Unlversity were imsulted and manbandled
ty students desanding the reatorstion of the M.i.(Pacs) clasa with
retrospeotive effect from 1966 and how = colless prinmcipal was kicked
in the shin and the head of a ressarch institute was slapped, :

Other items of news not very creditadle to our comtiry included a
story about Teith Sattertiwaite, a volumtary worker with Tibetan refagess
in India, whe was forced out of the comtry. ™I imo- of severnl casew
persoaally”, he told the Times cerrespondent, mentioning a fwiss dootor
¥ith a mobile dispensary who was told to step work smong the Tibetans,
althozh he oo:ld contizus to work fop Indisme m ‘nglish teacher ia
delni slso ‘esn t01d to lewve, Vhat was damaging was when he
deserided how in May this yeor the lesal Mastrict Comsissioner susmoned
the Tibetsa comumity's lesd im Dalbousie to ask that the foreiga
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voluntary woriers should be erpslled and "i;plisd pressure on the
7ibetsn growp by not-issuing retion cards for cheap rice sad wheat
flour.®  "Wa realised that 17 we did not go," sald Satterthwaite,
=they would put on moTe pressure.” Ths Indian Sovermarnt's attitude,
be axplsimed, is that refugees sre mot working emougn. The, &0 not
«ant voluatsry worters 5s the ‘ide ans would mot becose self-supporting.
Comsenting on tids, the Times correspondest cbserved thet thers wis &
feeling in pro-Tibetan cireles in Englsnd that the Imdian suthorities
resent the greater hold om Eritish syrpathies exercised bty the Tibetan

refuge 5.

inother unfortunate inciient was that of the seisure of sold
on & BOAC sirermft. The trouble, scoordimg to reports, aTose becsuse
the POAC plane which was flying to the Far East carrying gold to the
Portuguess colony of Mmcso had beem delayed in Delui dus 1o the plsne
needing refittins with s mev emgine. When the BOAC asked for security
measures to protect the gold, the gold was taken imte custody on the
ground that the consigmwent had pot been msrked as "gold” bat only as
*setal®, which is the sormal interastional aviaticn practice in every
country exvept India, The !ast report appsaring im the Daily Telegraph
of September 25 was to the eflect thet India had decided to cafiscate
the £500,000 sorth of ~old, even though the Indian suthorities were
satisfied that BOAC were mot involved in msugzling., dccoriing to the
Telegraph, the comfiscation will be based on the viclation of = new
decrse barning the passage through India of amy goeds to Fortugal or’
its oversess territories, This was prung om BOAC officials after days
of argument over the insorrect manifests, Tha impression leit on the
readeor was thet the indian authorities, having [ailed to estublish &«
claim besed on the incorrect msnifest, suddenly developed an afterthought -
and shifted their groumd sad turned to rely om a new Argumeni which
thoy had not thought of during the intervening week that had elapsed
between the discovery of the consigneent and the confiscatiom.

Asuome read the report of the confiscation, ame wonlered whether,

if a technigal bresch of rules h:d been committed, tiis ocould mot

should not have been overlooked im the cese of a boms f{ide erTor

was 50 guilty intemt. This feeling was lutensifisd whem, om

aucther page of the ssme paper, Ome came ACTOS: An advartisement

making & touching appeal lor funds or the relief of starvation
in Bibar. The sctiom of the Indian officials wou.d appear to

reader to be a ver; peculiar way of showing apprecistion of the fast

that thousands of aen and women in Englemd sre giving thair time ®o

collect fumnds for the reliel of distress smong those most hard hit im

our cowmtry,
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From wbat little has been said sbout how developments in Indis lock
to the reader abroad, !t would seem that to blsme Indisn diplomsts sad
officials sbrond for poor public relations, as is often dons im Farlissent
sod cutside, wouid be to bark up the wrong tree, Fublic relstions can
caly delivar the goods vhere they have a good story to tsll or a good
jroduct to sell. It is possible, of course, that some of




can undo the effect of actioms lacking im generosmity and fairplay,
like the expulsion of Prit sh voluntary workers helping the umafortunate
Tibetaga unhnum-rnwuu,\.—u-mmu-
of » friendly country ie-the-ssmmar tist—ap-reportsd, Nor cay any
—-tumuu-hmmumnm.&\ oting in
Kasheir or Isnchi in vhat is proudly clamed to be a ‘*secular’ state.

There is 20 anort cut to remedy these ills, Sound policies mmd
decisions om the part of our Govermasmt, comstructive debate and
eriticisa in our Parlisment, s visilsnt defence of the individual's
rights in the colwms of the Press - these are ssong the ways in
which, in cowrse of time, the image of the country abroad can change.
In our own times, two countries widely reviled for their war-time
activities, namely, Japan and Gersany, have besn rehabilitated im
the eyes of the comsunity of nstions by their behaviour in the years
since the war -~ their turning sway from the mistakes.of the past, tiedr
hard work, their mirsculous recovery (rom destruction, and their readiness
to help others in greater meed,

The common psople of India deserve a better image abroad tham
those who bave hitherte led them have carmed for the commtry. BHach
of us can belp in our own 1ittle way in mending things so that we say
regain the great prestige that Nahatss Gandhi had won for us by &
life-time of service and ssarifice and adherence to “igh moral standards,



