where do

EPEATEDLY the question is

being anxously put 1o me

these days as to the direction

in which the country 15 mov-

ing. “What are we heading

for?™ 15 the question on every
lip. This concern is to be wel
comed. It is indeed high time we
started worrying about our coun-
try's luiure.

Before we guess where we are
going, i1 is necessary to consider
where we are today. “We are in
deep waters,” smd Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi at the Red Fort on
Independence Day, That s an
under-siatement,

Whichever way we lurn, the pic-
ture s grim. Economically, we ars
heading for total collapse.  Indus-
trial and agncultural production is
stagnant. Shortages of food and
other amcles are becoming worse,
Prices show no signs of stabilising,
According to Dr Vikmam Sarbhai
af the Atomic Energy Commission,
“the failure on the economic plane
5 attributable 1o ideological bias,
burcaucratic  procedures and  the
pseudo-scientific approach to plan-
ning which takes the trappings of
science without understanding i1,

It all srarted with Jawaharlal
MNehru, who was a kind of half-
baked Marxist with a bias against
“capitalism.” To adapt the phrase
of Ray Gunier, the present Minis-
ter for Labour in England, Nehru
was one of those who “equated pro-
fits with incest or lechery.” Never
an economist, Prime Minister Nehru
set the inflationary spiral 'n motion
with the classic remark that “a
little inflation™ would do no harm
in & developing country, | had
oocason, in the course of a debate
in the Lok Sabha, o quote ta him
the remark of a wartime price
administrator that “a little inflation
b lke a little pregrancy. It keeps

growing.” We see the results fo-
day

Om the political and moral plane,
while the results of the General
Eleciion raised some hopes of a
change for the better, these have
been dashed. Outside of Drnsse and
Madras, non-Congress  Govern-
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ments have not proved a success,
There is widespread cymecism about
the sincerity and honesty of all
politicians.  Never in my thirty-
five years of public life have 1|
known the atmosphere 1o be so
murky or stifling.

The effect of watching Parlia-
ment function from day to day is
a depressing one. Thefe s ample
evidence of a desire 1o take Pany
or personal advantage of every
situstion. There is noise and
vilgarity and in this respect there
is little to choose between the rul-
ing party and those in Opposition.
“Turncoatsm™ s  becoming a
phenomenon in our public  life.
Above all, there is nmo sense of
national purpose 1o be detecied.
Governmen! and Parliament, most
people feel, are [ailing the country
and there is facile @Ik of military
dictatorship as a solution. Mr
Gulrzarilal Nanda said the other
day : “I am not an alarmist, You
would not require Pakistan or
China to attack you. You would
be destroyed from within,”™ Having
heen Planning Minister and Home
Minister {or nearly two decades, he
ought to know! Increasingly, politi-
cians are behaving like locusts who
live off the land. They are part
of the Indian equivalent of the rul-
ing class in communist countries
whom the Yugoslav Communist,
Milovan Djilas has described so
well in his book, The New Class,

Internationally, we face two un-
friendly neighbours, Qur northern
borders are ablaze with discontent
on the part of hill and tribal peo-
ples all the way from Kashmir to
Nagaland. ©Our policy of non-
alignment has resulted in our iso-
lation, with the result that expendi-
ture on Defence in the Fourth
Plan is estimated to exceed that on
the development of Agrculture,
our basic industry. OCur Interpa-
lional prestige has touched a1 new
low after the way we suffered the
humiliation of our diplomats in
Peking without breaking off diplo-
matic relations and our wunfair,
loaded and tendentious amitude in
the West Asian dispute.

Meanwhile, & new threat has
ariven. Naxalbari, which for some
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time was "a free zone™ of 20
square miles under Peking com-
munist control, is like a dagger

peinted @t the heart of Indm. It
is located on a narrow neck which
links the North East f{ropters of
India with the rest of the country.
Supplies to a third of the Indian
Army can be cut off if it s in the
hands of guenllas. Ihz full in
Maxalbar is temporary and Peking
has already described it as its
“front paw.” [If this cancer is no
eliminated, it will not be long be-
fore India becomes ancther Viet-
nam. Peking obviously  wanis
many Vietnams all along its fron-
ters.

How have we managed 1o get in-
to this mess? The answer is simple
— through wrong policies of Socia-
lism at home and Non-alignment
abroad for twenly years. Compare
the bhappy Jot of non-Marxist
countrics in Asia which are enjoy-
Ing peace, prosperity and progress.
Look at Japan, Taiwan, Philippines,
Thailand and Malaysia. We could
have been in that happy company
but, thanks to the fact that our
first Prime Minister was Jawaharlal
Nehru rather than Vallabhbhai
Patel, we took the wrong turm and
we find ourselves instead in the
company of the countries of
Sukarmo, Nkrumah and MNasser.

But can it all be blamed on one
man? Why did we allow him 1o
mislead us? Why did we not correct
him, as he could have been
corrected, since he was a democrat?
Is there a more fundamental crisis
of character which lies behind our
plight?

We have some strong points as
a people. Love of religion, love of
the family. love aof the Iland,
patience and contentment with our
lot, intelligence and indwvidualism.
On the other hand, we have several
weaknesses which are contributing
to our fate, T will select just two.

There is fint, Iack of courage. 1
do not mean physical courage, Our
Armed Forces have given evidence
of that. What I refer to is imtel-
lectual and moral courage — will-
ingneds to be in a small and hope-
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less minority, readiness to become
unpopular, to be “in the right with
two or three™ agminst the mass.
Gandhiji used to say repeatedly
that India had to learn o say ‘no.
If he were alive today, he would
regretfully remeat that commant,
Members of Parliament say one
thing on the floor and other thing
in the lobby. “Leave me out;
don't get me nvolved,” are words
we hear from businessmen, educa-
tionists and politicians, The result
of this trait is what Lenin described
as “milism™ in place of leadership.
The bankruptcy of leadership in
India today is due lo this.

Another symptom of the lack of
leadership 15 the desire to cling fo
office.  Parliamentary democracy
demands that at any given tme
some forty to foriv-five per cent of
couniry’s politicians should be pre-
pared to be in the Opposition, but
in India eighty per cent of the
country’s politicians insist on  be-
ing in office all the time! Hence our
political imbalance.

The second major defect of
character 1s lack of discipline. This
stems from the failure in character
building 1n our homes and in our
schools. There are no playing
fields of Eton where battles of
Waterloo can be won. Indiscipline
and lack of restruint are therefore
endemic. Take, for instance, our
irresponsible  breeding — 1300 ba-
bies brought into a country shon
of food every hour, Consider our
laziness and sloth at all levels.
There is no danger whalsoever in
the forseeable future of any govern-
ment wn India having 1o issue a
communique against “work fury™
as im  West Germany under
Adepcaur and Dr Erhard, Con-
ader our lack of consideration for
others, our lack of punctuality and
dependability in honouring our
commitments.

Indiseipline has permeated even
Parliament. There is constant defi-
ance of the Chair. Outside there
is abdication of law and order. No
cause is %0 bad that W cannot
triumph by a lintle violence! There
is the Gherso. [ts latest manifesta-
tion is the threat by all members
of a State Governmenl 10 surround
the Prime Minister’s House. This
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ISING out of the Iodian Ocean 15 a
R sumall India where sugar cané, (€3 and
tobacco abound. This is the ile of
Mauritius, where the majorily of the people
are of Indian descent
Yei another link in the chain of frendship,
pased on common ancestors amd & common
cultoral heritage has been added. This link
is the fortmightly service which Aur-India now
hus with this island.  Sir Seewoopshgur Ram-
goolam, the Prime Minister of Mauoritius sug-
gesied to the Prime Minister of India that
our national airline should operate a direct

Goodni

Now

service between the two countries, 10 furiher
cement the bonds of frnendship. Thus, on
15th August alomg with lony-live
including M.Ps.. V.IL.Ps, and (wenty
lists, | was on the Air<lndia mavgural Mighi
o Mauritius

It was & long non-stop flight of five and a
half hours during which we were served cock-
We landed =
the airpart at Plaisance o a réal red carpel
reception, with the Prime Minisier and the
Commissioner for India there to recerve us.
Mr M. R. Thadani, Director of African Divi-
sion in the Ministry of External Affairs and
Mr A. S Kably, Presidemt of the Indo-
Maopntius Friendship Society were among the
guests on this Right

The island measures 720 sguare miles and
has a population of 700,000 people whose
ancestors came f(rom France (the original
settlersy  Afrien  (slaves), India (indentured
immigrants) and China (shopkeepers). Ower
hall the population is of Indian origin

That afternoon we through Pon
Louise, the capital and Curepipe a beautiful
residentinl area, The island is extremely pic-
turesque and owing to rainfall throughout the
year everything looks fresh and green. The
island’s economy 8 based on sugar though a
fwir amount of tea 15 grown and exported
Tobacca is cultivated for local consumption.
Theogh Mauritios is a  British  territory.
French Influence is stll very evident. French
i the chiel language and even today after 120
years of British rule, most of the sign-boands
are in French, But our Indian movies are
obviously very popular as all along the island
we saw posters of Indian flms,

In the evening we altended a large recep-
ton given by the Commissioner for India, Mr
Avtar Simgh and his beautiful wife, to cele-
brate our Independence Day and Air-India’s
inaugural flight. This was indeed a grand
recopiion where we had the privilege of meet-
ing Sir John Rennie, the Governor of Maon-
tivs and Lady Rennie, and the Prime Minister
and Lady Ramgoolam as also several promi-
ment and distinguished residents of Maortos
Later we weve entertained to o SEMPGTs
dinner given by Air-India at Howel Vital
Here was a vrange blend of Fast and Wesi
m the culinary art — French wines were ser-
ved with Indian dishes

Mr Seewootagur
Min
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imils and a delicious lunch.,

drove

Ramezoolam. the Prime
iously receved us the next
'.'[.umnn hopes 10 gain §is inde-
h:“d ence wilhin the pext six o eight months
The Prime Minister feli India, Britain, amd
France have a respomsibility towards Maor-
bius and should aid in in development. At

A picturesque scene of Baie du Cap

Prime Minister of Mauritius Sir See-
woosagur Ramgoolam,  L.R.C.P.
M.R.C.S. (Eng.) graciously granted

an andience to all the invitees on Air-
India's tnaugural flight to Mawritius

BY FIROZE KANGA

present the Mauontian economy is based main-
ly on sugar and most of its bood has to be
imported. The industrial development will
be in the public and private sectors. There
is a great deal of unemployment in the island
and the Prime Minister said soon they would
have a textile mill and [fertilizer plant
Mauritius wants to attract foreign invesiment
and new indusiries would have a tax holiday
of eight to ten years. Sir Ramgoolam ex-
pressed his thanks to the Indian Govemnment
for sxuding experts for setting up a lextile
mill.  Asked about education the Prime
Minister informed us primary education was
free. English was the official language and
mpulsogy but several Indian
There is only one

Fremch was co
languages were taught.
University in Mauritius,

Before we knew it we were once again on
the Air-India plane bound for home. We are
grateful to Air-India for their lavish hospitality.
excellent service on board and for looking
after us so well and, above all, for the op-
portunity to visit this off-beat island. It was
with a feeling of regret that we left this
picturesque island as we would have liked to
see more of this “small India beyond the
seas,” as  Mahatma  Gandhi  described
Mauritins,
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Ringadoo, Mrs
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Ex. Mimsiry,
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Mr A. S. Kably,
Indo. Mauritius
Sociely



where do we go from here?

is described as “official business™
which they would underiake a1 the
taxpayers’ cost. As il happens, the
Prime Minister respomded to the
mood of the hour by succumbing
to the threat and giving the neces-
sary assurance to prevent her house
being surrounded.

Indiscipling is also endemic in
the field of educanon. It is not
only the students who are indiscip-
lined. The whole issue of language
is being more or less decided on
the basis of who can sei off a
bigger nol — Madras or Delhi? In
the process, a Tower of Babel will
be erected and whatever national
solidarity remains will be destroyed.

These are not handicaps that can
be cured by legislation. We cannot
make people courngeous by legis-
lation. We may induce a certain
amount of discipline by coercion
but, as Gandhiji often pointed oun :
The only really free man is he who
disciplines himself from within.

These things can only be put
right by home training and sound
education, the latter of which our
Governmental authorities are now
busy disrupting by their political
interference and the destruction of
academic freedom.

If this is the mess we are in, how
do we gel out of it? There can be
no hope from the status quo. Gov-
emmental policies are likely 1o get
worse, not better. There is a
craven fear of being accused of
“deviation™ from the disastrous
legacy of the past. Hence the cry
for mationalisation of banks and
general insurapce and for the aboli-
tion of Privy Pumes. Hence the
waste of Rs I8 crores which has
been  announced for  translating
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books from English when the more
essential functions of Government
remain unfulfilled.

For the democrats, there is a real
dilemma in the present silualion.
The Democrats’ Dilemma lies in
this that, while every day the pre-
sent regime lasts 1t accentuates the
drift to disaster, a purcly non-
Congress Government involving the
participation of the Communisis
might be even worse.

What then is the way out? The
answer is & Government of Demo-
cratic Upity which would involve
the coming together to save the
counry of all democratic Opposi-
tion partics and about a hundred
Congressmen who realise the need
to [ree themsclves from the poli-
cies of the past. Buwi Congressmen
today are the backward children in
our political school. Where are
these honourible hundred to be
found and how long will it take
them 1o see the writing on the wall?
If such a Government of Demo-
cratic Unity cannot be brought into
existence in the coming months, the
alternative that will face the coun-
try will be a drift to chaos and
perhaps military dictatorship.  As
a democrat, | would deplore this,
bui Nature abhors a vacuum.

President Zakir Hussain said on
Independence Day that the country
was “poised for a major break-
through.” Is he sure that it is not
a breakdown or a breakup that we
are poised for instead? “There ap-
pears to be a race between the
intelligence and patriotism of the
Indian people on the one side and
the onset of political and economic
collapse on the other. 1 think v
have an even chance of surviv .
But it is later than we think. \
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Beautiful hair is Halo's affair!

Ordinary shampoos dull your hair, because they contain
soap. Halo s soapless.. .1t cqmmor dull or dry your hair ]
Halo lathers richly—in soft or hard water: gives you

a beauty shampoo, which leaves your hair nilky soft,

yet £asy o manage

Promise yourself o perfect shampoo! Get Halo today !

Soaping dulls hair—HalO glorifies it!




