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Repsatedly the question is belng snxiously put to me these days as
to the directiom im which the comntry is moving. "What are we
heading for?™ is the question om every lip. This concern is to
be welcomed. It is imdeed high time we started worrying about
our country's fature.

Before we gusas whers we are going, it is necess.ry to
conaider vhere we are today. "We are in desp waters”, said Prime
Hinister Indira Gamdhi at the Hed Fort om Independence Day. That
is an under—statsment.

Viichever wvay we turn, the plcture is gris. Tcopomically,
we are healing lor total collapse, Industrial and agriculturasl
production is stagnent. Shortages of food and other urticles are
becoming worse. Prices show no signs of stabilising. According
to Ir. Vikram Sarsbhal,of the Atomio Energy Cosmission, "the failure
on the economic plame is attributable to ideclogical biss, dureaucratic
procedures and the pseudo-sclentific approsch to plamning which takes
the trappings of science without understunding it."

It all started with Jawaharlal Nehru, who was & kiad of half-
baked Narxist with & bias against "capitaliss.” To adapt the phrase
of Ray GCunber, the present Minister for labour im England, Nehru
was ome of those who “equated profits with incest or lechery.®
Never am economist, irime Hinister Nehru set the inflstionary spiml
in motion with the classic remark thai "a little inflation” would do
no bharm in & develo;ing cowniry. I had occasion, im the course of a
debats in the Lok Sabha, to quote to him the resark of a war-time
price adaipistrator that "a little inflatiom is like a little

pregnancy, It kseps growing.® Ve see the results today.

Om the political and morsl plame, while the results of the Gemaral
Election raised some hopes of a change for the better, thes: have
bean dashed.  Outalde of Orissa snd Madras, non-Congress Governmenmts
have not proved a success. Thare is widespread cymicism about the
sincerity snd homeaty of all politicimms. Hever in my thirtyfive
years of public 1ife have [ known the atacaphere S0 Eurky or
stifling.

The effect of watching Parlisment function from day to day is &
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depressing cne. There is smple evidence of a desire to take Purty or
personal advantage of every situstiom. There is noise and vulgarity
and in this respsct there is little to choose between the ruling
psrty and those in Opposition. “"Turncoatism™ is becoming a phencmenca
in owr public life. Above all, there is no sense of natiomal
parpose to be detected. Govermment and Parliasment, most people feel,
are failing the country and there is facile talk of military
dlctatorship as & solution. Nr. Gulsarilal Bapda said the other day:
*] am not an alarmist. You would not nnii.nhtnucumb

attack you, Tom would be destroyed from wl * Having bean
Flanning Rinister and Home Ninistsr for mearly two decaden, he ought
to know! singly, politicisms sre behaving liks locusts who
live of I and, They sre part of the Indisn equivaleat o= the

ruling class in communist countries whom the Yugoslav Comsunist,
Kiloven Djilas, has described so well in his boo , The New Clasa.

Internationally, we face two unfriendly neighbours. Our porthern
borders are ahlase with discontent onm the part of hill and tribtal
peoples all the way from Ksshmir to Nagaland, Our policy of non-
alignment has resulted in our isolation, with the result that
expenditure on Pefence in the /ourth Flan is estimated to exceed
that on the development of Agriculture, our basic industry. Cur
Anternational prestige has touched a new low aftar the way we sulfered
the lusilistion of our diplomats in Feking without bresking off
diplomatic relations snd our wnfair, loaded and tendentious attitude
in the West isisn dispute.

Beanshile, & new threst has srisen. Naxalbari, which for some
tinme was "a free some™ of 20 aquare miles umder Peking comsunist
control, is like a dagger pointed at the heart of Indis. It ia
located on & parrov meck which linmks the Horth East frontisers of India
with the rest of the country. Supplies to a third of the Indiam Army
can be ocut off if it i» im the handa of guerillas. The lull im
Naxalbari is temporary and Peking has already described it as Lta
*front paw,” If this cancer is mot elimimated, it will mot be long
bafore India becomes smother Vietmsa. Peklmg obviously -ants many
Vietnase all slong ite frontiers.

How have ve mamaged to get into this mess? The ansver ia simple —
through wrong policies of “ocialism at home and Fom-aligoment abroad
for twenty years. Coapare the happy lot of mon-Narxist countriss
in dsia which sre enjoying peace, prosperity and progress, Lock at
Japam, Taivan, Muilippines, Thailand and Malaysia. We could hsve been
in that happy company tut, thanks to t that our first Frise
Minieter was Juwsharlsl Nehra rather Vallathbhai Patel, we ook
the wrong turn and we find curselves instssd in the company of the
countries of Suwimrno, Nkrusah and Nasser,

But cam it all be blamed on one msn? Why did we allow him to
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aislead wa? Why did we not correct him, as he could have been corrected,
since he wvas & democrat? Is there a more {undasmntal crisis of character

vhich 1ies behind our plight?

¥e have some strong points as a people. love of religion, love of
the family, love of the l:nd, patiemce and contentment with our lot,
intslligence and invididuslisa. On the other hand, we h:ve savernl veak-
nssses which are comtributing to our fate. I will select just two.

There is first, lack of comurage. [ do mot meam physical couwr=ge.
Our Arsed Foroes have given evidemce of that. What I refer to ik
{ntellectusl and moral coursge — willingness to be in a small sad hopeless
minority, readiness to become umpopular, to be "in the right with two or
three” sgrinst the mass, Gandhiji weed to may repeatedly that India
had to learn to say 'mo’. If he were alive today, he would regretfully
repent that comment. Members of Parlisment say ome thing on the floer
snd othsr thing in the lobby. “Leave me out; don't get me involwed",
are worde we hear from businessmen, educationists and politiciana.

The result of this trait is wh.t Lenin describ.d as "tailism" in place
of leadsrship. The taniruptey of leadership in Indis foday is due to
this.

Another mymptom of the lack of lesdership is the desire to cling te
office. Parlissentary democracy desands that at any given time some
forty to fortyfive per cent of & country's politicians should be
prepared to be in the Opjosition, but in Indis eighty per cent of the
country's politicians insist om being in office all the time! Henece our
political imbalance, 3

The second major defect of character is lack of discipline. This
stema from the failure in character building in our homea and im our
schools. There are mo playing fielda of Etcn where battles of Watarleo
can be won., Indiscipline apnd lack of restraint are therefore endemic.
Take, for instance, our irresponsible breading - 1700 bables brought into
a country short of food every hour. Consider our la ineses and aloth at
all levels. There is no dunger whatsoever in the forseesables future of amy
governmsnt in India having to Isswe a comsunique sgeinst “work fury” as im
Wsat Germany umder Adensaur and Jr, Evhard. Consider owr lack of
consideration for others, our lack of punctuality snd dependability im
honcuring our comaitmants,

Indiscipline has permeated even Farliassent. There is comstant
defisnce of the Chair. Outside there is abdication of law and order.
o cause is ¢0 bad that it cannot triumph by a little viclence! There
is the Ghqreo, Ita latest mnifestition is the threat by all members of
a State Sovernaent to surround the Frime Minister's House. This is
described s “of/icial business®” which they would wndertake at the taxmayers'
cost. As it bappens, the Prime Minister respcnded to the mood of the howr
by swccumbing to the threst and giving the necessary assurance to prevent

@ in the field of educatiom. It is mot
ciplined. The whole issue of langusge is
beoing more or less decided on the basis of who oan set off a higger riot —
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Nedrss or Delhd? In the process, a Towsr of Babel will be erected and
whatever national solidarity remains will be destroyed.

These ure not handicaps that can be cured by legielation. We cammot
muke people couragecus by legislation. We may induce o certain amount
of discipline by cosrciom but, as Gandhiji oftem pointed cut: The omly
really fres man is be who disciplinmes himeelf from within.

These things can only be put right by home training and sound
education, the lstter of which our Govermseatal authorities are now busy
$a disrupting by their political interference and the destructiom of
academic freedom.

If this is the mess we are in, how do we get out of it? There can
be no hope from the states guo. Governmsntal policies are likely to
get worse, not better. There is a craven fear of being accused of

tion" from the disastroms legacy of the past, Hence the cry for
nationalisation of banks and gemeral insursnce and for the abolitiom of
Privy Purses, Honce the waste of W, 18 crores which has been annoumced for
tresslating books from English when the more essential functioms of
Governsent remaln wnifilfilled.

There is 2 lmatic fringe that dominates the ruling party. According
to ome of its members, Mr, Abid Ali Jafferbhhi, twelve to Cifteen comsunists
in Congrossmen's clothes are “pressurising” the Yovernment.

For the democrats, there is a real dilesma in the presemt =ituation,
i The Temocrata’ Pilesma lies in this that, vhile every day the preseat regime
B % 4 lasts inereasey the drift to disaster, a purely wovernment
involving the participation of the Commmints might be even worse.

¥hat then is the way out? The apswer is a Government of Demcoratie
Unity which would involve the coming together to save the coumtry of all
desporatiec Upposition parties and sbout a bundred “ongressaen who realise
the need to free themselves rom the policies of the past. But Congressmen
today are the beokward childrem im our political school. 'here are thase
honoursble hudred to be found and how lomg will it take them to see the
writing on the wall? If such & Covernment of Democratic Unity cammot
be brought into existence in the coming momths, the altermative that will
fage the country will be a drift to chaos snd perhaps militatory dickatorship.
is » desocrat, I would deplore this, but Esture abhors & vacum,

President Zakir Bussain said on Independemce Day that the country
was "poised for a major bhreakthrough.® Is he sure that it is not & breakdowm
or a breakup that we are poised for instsad? There a pears to be a rece betwesn
the intalligence and patriotism of the Indian people on the one side ind the
onset of political amd economic collapse on the other. I think we hawve am
even chamoe of survival. But it is later tham we think.
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