hesding for?" is the gquestion om svery 14
be walcomed. It is indeed high time we =
our coumtry's future.

Bafore we guess vhere we are going, it is necessiry to
conaider wvhere we are today. "We are in deep watars”, said Frime
Ninister Indira Gamdhi at the Red Fort om Indepandence Day. That
is an under-statement.

Vglohever way we turn, the picturv is gris. Economically,
we are healing ior total collapse. Industrial and agriculturel
production is stagnant. Shortages of food and other articles are
becoming worse. Prices show no signs of stabilising. According
te Dr. Vikram Sarabhai,of the Atomio Energy Cosmiszion, "the failure
on the economic plame is attributable to ideoclogical blas, bureaucratic
procedures and the pssudo-sclentific approach to plamning which takes
the trappings of science without underst:nding it."

It all started with Jawsharlal Nehru, sho was a kind of half-
baked Marxist with a biss against "capitaliss.” To adapt the phrase
of Ray GQunter, the present Ninister for lebour in England, Nshru
was one of those who "equated profits with incest or lechary.”
Never an economist, :rime Ninister Nehru set the inflationary spiral
in motion with the classic remark that "s little inflation” would do
no bare ip a develo ing cowntry. I had occossiom, im the course of &
detate in the Lok Sabbha, to quote to him the remark of a war-tise
price administrator that "a little inflation im like a little

pregnancy. It keeps growing.® Ve see the reselts today.

Om the politionl amd morsl plame, while the results of the Gemeral
Election raised some hopes of a change for the better, these have
bean dashed, Outside of Orissa and Kasdras, son-Coagress Governmomts
bave not proved a success., There is widespread cymicisa about the
sincerity snd honesty of all politicimms, HNever in my thirtyfive
r:rnu::pm.uununlh.mm-mm 50 murky or
L] .

The effect of wvatching Parlisaemt function from day to day ia &
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depressing one, There 1s ample evideance of a desire to take FParty or
perscnal advantage of every situation. There is noise sad vulgarity
snd in this respect there is little to choose between the ruling
party and those im Opposition. “fwncoatism” is becoming a phenomemcn
in owr putlic 1ife. Abowve &ll, thers is no semse of matiomal
purpose to be detectsd. GCovermment snd Psrliament, most people feel,
are failing the coumntry smd thare is facile talk of military
dictatorship as a solutiomn. Hr, Gulsarilal Banda said the other day:
"] em not an alaraist. You would not requirePaikistan or Chima to
attsck you. JYou would be destroyed from within.” Having been
Planning Minister and Home Minister for nearly two decades, he ought
to kmow' Inoreasingly, politicisms are bohaving lika locusts who
live of ¢ theland. They sre part of the Indimm equivalent o' the
ruling class in cossunist coumntries wham the Tugonlav Commumist,
Hilovan Djilas, bas described so well im his boo:, The New Claas,

Internstionally, we faoe two unlriendly meighbours. Our morthera
borders are sblase with dimcontemt om the part of hill and tribal
peoples all the way from Kishmir to HNagaland. Jur policy of nom-
aligosent has resultad in our isolation, with the result that
expenditure on Defence in the /ourth Plan is estimated to exceed
that on the development of Agrigulture, our basjic industry. Our
Laternational prestige hus touched & new low after the way we suffered
the husilistion of owr diplossts in Feking without breaking off
diplomatio relatioms smd owr unfoir, loaded and tendentious attitade
in the ¥West isian dispute.

Beanwhile, a pew throat has arisen. Naxalbari, which for some
time was "a [Tee some™ of 20 square miles under Feking communist
contrel, is like a dagger polnted at the heart of Ipdia, It i=
located on a marrow peck which limks the Horth Bast froatiers of India
with the rest of the country. Supplies to a third of the Indiam Army
can be cut off if it is im the bands of guarillas, Ths lull im
Namlbari is temporary snd Pekimg has alyeady described it as itas
*front paw,” I this cancer is mot aliminated, it will mot be lomg
tefore Indis becomss another Vietnsa. Peking obviously -ants many
Vietnams all slong its frontiere.

How hive we managed to get into this sess? The amswer ia simzle —
through wrong policiea of ocialism at home and Hom-aligmment sbroad
for tweaty years. Coapire the happy lot of mon-Marxist countries
in dsia which sre enjoying peace, prosperity amd progress, Look at
Japan, Taiwan, Failippices, Thailand and Malaysia. Ue could hive besn
in that happy cempany but, thanks to thet owr {irst frime
Ninieter was Jawsbarlal Nehru rather Vallabthbhai Patel, we took
the wrong turn and we ind ourselves instead in the company of the
oountries of Sukarno, Nkrumah and Nasser,

Bat can it all be blamed on one man? Why did we allow hia to
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mislead uws? ihudumtmthh,uhmlllﬂt“mm.
gince he was & demporat? hm.-nm_u.wnormm

shich lies behind owr plight?

¥e have some strong points as a people. love of religion, lowe of
the family, love of the lund, patiemce amd costentment with cur lot,
intelligenge and invididusliss. Om the other hand, we huve several veak-
pesses vhich are contributing to owr fate. I will select just tweo,

There is first, lack of comrage. I do mot sesn physical couruge.
Qur Armed Foroes have given evidence of that., Wkat I refer to i
intellectual and moral courige — willingness to be in a ssall mad hopeless
minority, readiness to become wnpopular, to be "in the right with two or
three” aguinst the mass, OGandhiji wsed to say repeatedly that India
had to learn to say 'mo'. If he were alive today, he would regretfully
repeat that comment. Nembers of Parlisment say ome thing om the floor
snd other thimg im the lobhy. “Leave me cut; don't get me inwvolved”,
are words we hear from businessmsn, educationists and politiciams.

The result of this trait is what Lemin describ.d as "tailisa” in place
of leadership. The bankruptgy of leadsrship in India today is due %o
thias,.

Another symptom of the lack of leadership is the desire to climg to
office. Parlisseatary democreqy desands that at any given time some
forty to fortyfive per cent of ife country's politicians should be
prepared to be in the Opposition, but in India eighty per cemt of the
country's politicians insist om being in oflice all the time! Hemoce our
political imbalance,

The second major defect of character is lack of diseipline. This
stems from the failuwre in character building in cur homes and im our
sghools, ihere are mo playing fields of Etun where battlea of Waterleo
can be won. Indisciplins amd lack of restraint are therefore endemic.
Take, for instance, our irresponsible breeding -~ 1300 babies Mrousht into
a country short of food every hour. Coamsider our la iness and sloth at
all levels. There is no dumger whatscever in toe forseeable future of any
governsent im India having to sewe a comsunique uguimst “work fury™ as in
West Garmany umder Adenssur and ir. Grhard. Conaider our lack of
considerution for others, our lsck of punctunlity and dependability im
bonvuring our commitments,

Indiscipline has permested even Farlissent, There is constsnt
dafiasce of the Chair. CQuiside there is abdication of law and ordar.
o osuse is ro bad that it cannot triueph by a little viclence! There
is the ghapso, Its latest mnuifest:tiom is the threst by sll members of
& Stats Governsent to swrromnd the Frime Ninister's House. This is
described ds "ofiicial business” which thay would undertake at the tazpayera’
coat. As it happens, the Prime Ninmister respcnded to the mood of the howr
by swocumbding to the threst and giving the necessary assursnce to preveat
har house being surrownmded.

Indiscipline is also emdeaic in the rield of education. It is mot
ealy the studesta who ure imdisciplined. The whole issue of langusge is
hm;mnlmhﬂnuﬁ-h-udm-ntlﬂlmm—
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Eadrss or Delhi? Im the process, a Tower of Bebel will be erected and
whatever mnational solidarity remains will be destroyed.

These are mot handicaps that can be cured by legislatiom, &e canmot
mcke people courageous by legislation. We may induce - certsin amowat
of discipline by coercion but, as Gandhiji often pointed out: The omly
really free man is be who disciplines himsslf from within.

These things oan only be put right by home training snd sound
educstion, the lutter of which our Govermsestal authorities are now busy
dr disrupting by their political imterferemce and the destructiom of
scademic fresdos.

If this is the mess we are ila, how do we get cut of it? There can
be no hope from the states guo. Governsentul policias sre likely %o
get worse, not batter. Thare is a cravem (ear of being sccused of
Yisviation® from the disastrous legmcy of the past, Hence the cry for
nationalisztion of banks snd gemaral insuremes and [or the abolition of
Privy Purses. H.nce the waste of M. 18 crores which has been amnoumped for
translating books from Emglish whem the sore sssential functioms of
Governsent resain wnfilfilled.

There is a lumatic fringe thet domirates ihe Tuling party. Aecording
to oms of its membars, Nr. ibid 414 Jafferbhhi, twelve to fiftsen comsumints
in Congressmen‘s clothes are “pressurising” the Government.

For the democrats, there is a real dilesmm in the pressnt situstiom.
The Temocrajs’ emma lies in thip that, while every day the presest regime
Inata he 4TAft to disaster, & purely mon-“ongress Sovernseat
involving the participation of the Comsunists might be aven worse.

¥hat then is the way out? The answer is a Govermasnt of Demcoratic
Unity which would invelve the comiag together to save the country of all
democratie Uppositicn parties and about a hundred “ongresmmen who realise
tha need to free themselves (rom the policies of the past. But Congressmen
today are the beckward childrem im our political school. ‘here are thess
bhonourable hudred to be found apd how long will it take tham to see the
writing on the wall? If such a Soversment of Desocratic Unity cammot
be brought into existemce im the coming momths, the alternstive that will
face the country will be a drift to chsos and perhsps ailitatory dicSetership.
An o desocrat, I would deplore this, it Nature abhors & vacuum.

Presidemt Zakir Busssin said on Indepondence Day that the coumtry
vas "poised for a major breakthrough.” Is he sure that it is not a breskdowm
or & brealup that we are poised for instead? There a psars to be a rece between
the intelligence and patriotism of the Indisn peopls om the one side and the
euset of political and economic collapse om the other. I think we bave am
even chamoe of survival. But it is later tham we think.



