Planning and the Politician

The fullure of the Second and
Ihird Five Year Plans to achieve
their target and the economic mess
into whych the country has been
landed by the pattern of planning
introduced by Mr Jawaharlal Nehru
Iwo decades back have induced a
great  deal of widespread hearnt
sgarching on the subject,

The Administrative Reforms
Commission set up by the Union
Government made a study of this
subject and on April 29, 1967, Mr
K Hanumamhaiya, Charrman of the
Commission, submitied their Report

on the machinery for planning to
the Pnme Minister. Very br.efly,
what the Administrative Reform
Commission have said in their Re-
port is that the Natnonal Planning
Commission has come to be domi-
nated by mimisters and politicians
under the chairmanship of the
Prime Minister. This, in the view
of the Committee, has helped the
Planning Commission to become a
parallel or super-Government dilut-
ing in some measure the responsi-
bility of the Cabinet to Parliament
and through Parliament 1o the peo-
ple. The Planning Commission has
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intruded imo the plane of policy
which should be reserved for the
Parliamentary executive. The Com-
mission also found that the staff of
the Planaing Commissten  had
grown o monsirons proporuons
and necds 1o be pruncd drastically.

In the light of these findings, the
A.R.C. have made their recommen-
dations. The Planning Comm ssuon
should henceforth be an adwsory
bady composed of experts. The role
af the Planning Commission should
be confined from now om o plan-
ning and evaluation and i should
step involving self in  deciuion
making and exscutive functions. In
arder that this change m the cha-
racter aof the Planning Commivion
may be made, the A R.C. has re-
commended that, while the Prime
Minister and the Finance Minister
may be closely associated with the
work of the Planning Commission,

neither of them nor any other
minister should be Chairman or
member of the Planming Com-
mission

Considering that Mr Hanuman-
thaiya, the Chairman of the A.R.C,
is the Deputy Leader of the Con-
gress Party in the Lok Sabha, one
watild have thought that these pro-
posals of the A.R.C. would be given
effect 10 with alacrity,

For mysell and my colleagues
who have, since 1962, been advo-
cating the disselution of the Plan-
ning Commistion and its replace-
ment by an expert advisory body,
the recommendations of the A.R.C
constitute a vindication of our re-
pudiaton of the Soviet pattern of
planning which Mr Jawaharlal
MNehru had imposed on this country

When, however, the Pnme Minis-
ter made a statement in Parhament
on ITth July on the subject, there
was  consfernation when it was
found that even these modest and
constructive  proposals  made by
their own nominees had been turn-
ed down by the Congress Cabinet
in New Delhi. While paying lip-
sympathy to the emphasis placed by
the AR.C. on the adwvisory [umc-
tions of the Planning Commuission,
Government flatly tumed down the
crucial proposal thar neither the
Prime Minister nor the Finance
Minister nor any other peliic’an in
office should be a member of the
Commission. On the contrary, the
Prime Minister and the Depuly
Prime Minister announced their in-
tention of dominating the Commis-
sion and its work by comtinuing o
be Chairman and member respec-
tively, and held ount the further
threat that, though cther Union
Cabinet ministers would not be
formally associated as members,
the Prime Minister would, when-
ever she thought it necessary, in-
vite them to participate in the deli-
berations of the Planning Com-
mission,

The basic significance of this re
lection of the AR.C. recommenda-
tions is that the politicians in office

the process
planning 10 cscape from
clutches and to be pursued om i
scientific. economic and non-parti- 8
san lires. It s preciely this do-
mination of hali-baked Marxists in

the process of planning that has
made 1t the object of derision that

it has increasingly become In our
country. It would seem [rom this © &
that the Bourbons of the Congress
Panty have learmt nothing and for-
gotien nothing as a result of their
resounding defeat in  the recent
General Elections.

refuse o allow

In a federal country such as ours,
planning affects 1he working of the
State Governments as much as it
does that at the Centre. The als |
tzmpt 10 monopolite the planning
mechanism by the Union Govern-
ment 18 agaipst the spint of the
Constitution. The amusing thing 1%
thal, in order 10 meet this object,
the Prime Minister has thought it
fit to invite the only Communist
Chief Minister in India, Mr. E. M.

5. Namboodripad, to join the Plan-
ning Commission as a part-ime ‘
member. The Leader of the Left
Communist Party, which in any
other democracy would have bh’.‘
oullawed long ago, has condescend-

ed to say that he will consider the
offer and give his answer in due
course! At almost the same time, ¥
the nomination of another Com- |
mumist, Mr. Mohan Kumaraman- 3
galam, has been announced as a
member of the Committee appoint- |
ed by the Union Government 1o in- %
vestigate inte the licensing system.

From all this it is clear that the
ruinous pattern of planning and
cconomic policy from which this
country has suffered for two decades
will continue with an ecven greater
emphasis in the statist direction and ;
that we must now be reconciled to
economic  stagnaticn, nsing prices !
and intense food shortage n the
months 10 come as 0 CONSEqUERCE. -i

All this has happened before l
clsewhere.  Presidemt Sukarno of
Indenesia and Mr Nkrumah of l|l
Ghana, both of whom were closs
[riends of Mr Jawaharlal Nehru,
behaved in precisely the same
manner i driving their counines
along the Swtist and Communist
path desmile the wishes of their peo-
ple. The result was that Nkrumal
was overthrown and Sukarno 15 fos
day a pupper President stripped of
his powers [

The question that faces us is: d
must this country ako go through
a violent political change! Fonu-
nately, we have a funcllunrng
parliament democracy, a multi-party
system and a free press, which
nesther  Indopesia  nor  Ghana
possessed during the lasi few years
We have a live Oppositon. Nor
15 the conscience of all Congress. :
men yet dead. It s therelore tu{
be hoped that we shall be able 1o
solve our problems democratica]
peacelully and within the nmm
our Constituton.
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