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RAJAJI'S NORTH INDIA TOUR.

Rajaji's North Indian Odessey had several implications. To
sceptics it denonstrated that though the Party may be only
around eight months old, it had developed an appeal capable of
challenging the ruling party. To the ordinary folk, in Rejaji's
speeches, interspersed with his ininitable parables, the policies
of the Party were brought home in a manner which evoked response .
from even the most illiterate. To the ruling party and the govern-
ment, the success of his tour provided confirmation, if any were
needed, that our Party has all the gqualities necessary to replace
the ruling party in the seats of authority. And to our own Party
it was a barometer of the potentialities inherent in the political
situation obtaining in the States Rajaji wvisited. Rajaji Limselr,
gumming up hie impressions of the tour, stated in Madras soon ailter
his return: "My tour of Bihar was excellent in every way. _The
Punjab tour made it clear to me that for some reason or the other
the Punjab government is more unpopular than even that of Bihar,

I found almost uncontrollable snthusiasm in all the places I
visited. The reception in Delhi was the most heartening., I was
prepared for a cold reception. But I was most pleasantly dis-
appointed.”

Between March 14 and April 10, Rajeji at the age of 82, toured

the States of Punjab, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh ending with a visit

to De;hl. Wherever he went, he received a tunultuous welcone.

Organisations ranging from Press Clubs to Bar Associations vied

With one another to honour him with receptions, dinners and other

engagements., The public meetings he addressed averaged an attendancc

of 50,000 and often reached a lakh of people. Repeatedly, Rajaji

gut across the message of Swatantra. He explained to the people the
=2sons that led to the formation of the Swatantra Party. He

EIab9rat?d on the Statement -of Policy adopted at the National Con-
vention in Patna,

preoeﬁze39Y?ra1 public meetings, especially in U.P., Rajajl vas

pur;e te with purses. For instance Kanpur presented him with a

While A a lakh and five thousand rupees. ILucknow gave him 15,000
* Agra contributed Rs.27,000.

Commerting on wi !
ey —elg On hias tour of the Punjal jaji w
Warajya of April 9L: of the Punjab, Rajaji wrote in

|1I a g i
addressed more than five mass meetings in Punjab. The

erow 1

ﬂegggigghiz gathered were largely rursl although the

uaging fror €14 in the big towms. Punjab's response,

People wio;ultne reactlon of the more than four lalkhs of

aatiSfactgd had the privilege of addressing, was moat i
T¥. It seems as if the corruvtions of the Congreas
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a@". made the case.very easy for us...I believe
;:;ggbﬁwill vote for the Swatantra Party in spite of the
money bags of the Congress. The workers we have in the
Punjab Swatentra Party are very fine people. They have

# courage, confidence and gric.

nQur reetinzs were everywhere a grand success. The‘Press
reports do no% give a trve picture. Only aerial photo-
graphs could do justice to the marmoth gatherings.®

Delhi provided a fitting climax to a highly successful tour.
Soon after Rajaji 's arrival, Prime Minister Nehru called on Rajaji
and was with him for twenty minutes. Mr. Nehru said that he had
core to see how young Rajaji was, Rajaji later called on Vice-
president, Dr. Redhakrishnan, and later lunched with President
Rajendra Prasad. That evening he was the guest of honour at e
¢itizens' Reception arranged at the Constitution club which was
attended among others by Mr. Jayaprakash Narain, Mr. M. S. Anecy,
lr. Mahavir Tyagi and several Congress and other Members of
Parliament, and the Diplematic Corps. Next day he inaugurated a
Conference of the All India Food-grain Dealers Association. In the
evening he answered questions at a function arranged by the Foreign
Press Association and then went on to participate in the Afro-
Asian Convention on Tibet at Vigyan Bhavan. On April 10, Rajaji
net Party workers and discussed with them problems of party organi-
gation. A meeting of the Civil Liberties Council was the next
item in his programne. Mr. H. C. Chatterjee, President of the West
Bengal Swatantra Party and Chairman of the Civil Liberties -Council,
presided and Mr. K. il. Munshi also addressed the gathering. Among
those present 2t this Tunction was Mr. K. C. Reddy, Union Minister
for Works, Housing and Supply. ILate that night Rajaji addressed
a mammoth public meeting which proved a fitting finale to his tour.
The meeting was so largely attended that Rajaji himself remarked
that he had gone to this meeting prepared for a "eold reception®
but was astounded to find a zatherinz of a lakh of people.

‘Rajaji touched on a variety of topics in the course of his
neetings and recentions, A few are excerpted below:

On Socialism and the Swatantra Party: "The Socialistic policy
cannot bring prosperity to the country. It is putting the cart
vefore the horse. It is putting distribution before production
which is not only discrderly but fatal to production. The Swatantra
Party does not want socialisn. We want general welfare but not
through socialism. Even if the Party succeeds in slowing the
brocess of socialism, it would do good to the community."

( Calcutta - March 15)

m 3 .

;heﬂCon.reas and the Communists: "As far as I am concerned the

CEE?TE?E has adopled Corrmunism. I am opposed to both, and while
unism is my No. 1 enemy, the Congress is enemy No. 2.

“"The ¢ ongreg
and the ¢, p
Pandit

8 policy to-day is communisr: clothed in woolen clothes
- « I, is now ruling through Pandit lNehru. Not that
Yehru wants it, but he has been compelled to do it."
( Caleutta - March 17)
The Swats )
= ;ﬂ?ggﬁtra farty and foreign policy: "We have no quarrel with
side, ‘We sﬁ international veace, Our policy is on the positive
With othep TOH}d organise a united front in Southern Asia to deal
oW doing lﬁtAupf‘ln the world more satisfactorily than we are
t Now one e hlungrto did not wish to take sides in the cold war.
‘¢ of the inportant nations in the Communist bloc has
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. Ve are therefore compelled to drop fthe non-
il ide has made it impossible."” 2
( calcutta - March 15)

eplayed ager
;g??znt policy as one s

E i is the only
2 udiciary: "The culture of the legal profession 1s
_;tgg ie For the independence of the judiciary.

she honesty of the brahmin cannot be protected by law, It can
1y be protected by the culture of the brahnmin.® ’
(lfew Delhi - April 10)

n South Africa: "The whole civilized world feels that the South
¥rican whites are acting in a brutal manner towards Africans.

here is no doubt that the Africans will ultimately emerge strong
nd unbeaten, The whole world is with them."
: ( Agra - April 8)

abour: "We believe that collective bargaining is the best way. Ve
o not think labour will be better off when industries are nation=-

) lised. " ( Agra-April 8 )

fusinessman and the Congress: "Businessnen are being netted to-day
[fkc fish by the Congress fishermen, I ask the business cormunity
ot to be afraid of the Congress. Congressmen allege that the
watantra Party is a Party of vested interests. But they (the
fongress) themselves go to the rich for financial aid. The heart

pf the rich is with us but their money is with the Congress because

pf Compulsion," ( Chapra - April 1)

n Hindi: "All the languages are daughters of Saraswati and compulsion
Bhiould be away from them as the North Pole was away from the South
fole. It is only love that can make progress for Hindi and not com-
pulsion by anybody."

In this connection it may be recalled thab during his tour of
U.P. and Bihar, a few pro-Hindi demonstrators made several attempts

0 create disturbance at a few meetings. These attempts were
denounced by several leaders of the Congress and the Jan Sangh.

While Pandit Pant, Home Minister, deplored the incident and felt

that the cause of Hindi had suffered "on account of this intolerance"
Dr. qupurnand, Chief Minister of U.P. apologised to Rajaji and the
organisers for the incidents. The Jan Sangh leader in the Lok Sabha,
¥r. A. B. Vajpayee, deprecated the incidents and denied that his
Party had anything to do with the incidents.

Rajaji and Jayaprakash Narayan for Indo-Pakistan Defence Pact.

ke this r_Fir_!orted earlier, Rajaji spoke in support of the suspension
Mr. Io io-i?y of non-alignment and for a defence pact with Pakistan.
iy Ciﬂgg_fash'har;yan, presiding over the first Bihar State Shanti
agreenent iCnCE,_r91te?3ted his plea for joint Indo-Pakistan defence
e couﬁtr otreslgt Chinese aggression oand called upon the people of
of Hindi-c{ing Ei;feaigi.slogﬁn of Hindi-Pakistani bhai bhai instead

(Hinduston Times, May 2)

Th - L :
Party ¢ ¥adras Mail in the course of an editorial supported our

a -

defence 3o ¢ °J201'58 stand on this issue, It said that "joint

BYe by the ty the benefit of both the countries, threatened as they
O most powerful communist countries,"

(Mail, April 12, 1960)
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trading asserts:

tering the field of trade and

% oducing controls and official

lead to the inefficiercy, waste and

g arny.”" Inaugurating the Convention

clcrs Association, Rajaji emphasised

rs At the same Convention, Ir., Jayaprakash
gsentiments. He viarned the people against

nd", nanely, the Government's tendency to

- with, everything. He z2dded: "On principle,

nobody should have =z monopoly, whether it be

other body. Trade meant that there should be

the Andhrae Legislature, the Swatantra Party has now formed
ature group. Mr, G. Latchanna, N.L.A., was unanimously
Ct a8 the Leader of the Party in the Assenbly.

e ﬁt a8 meeting of State Executive Committee it was resolved that
- Swatantra Legislator and member of the State Executive would
at least 500 members by the end of April 30.

Another decision taken by this body was the zppointment of a
mmittee to organize the Party in Telengana, covering nine
bricts. The Committee has already started its work.

I L]

- A further deg¢ision was to authorise all Town and District
patiittees to form Study Groups to explain the Party's principles
- policies. A Socio-cconomic group has similarly been formed by
* Eéte Unit to survey local problems regularly and help in their
Ol

Mir. K. M. Munshi, Vice~President of the Swatantra Party,

ively toured North Bihar and a few places in South Bihar from
| 11th. March. During his tour he visited Patna, Muzaffarpur,
4y Malkhachak, Hajipur, Behtah, Motihari, Sitawarhi, Arrsh,
sharif and Ranchi. He addressed workers' rallies, public

Ngs and press conferences, explaining the aims, objects and
licies of the party. S i i

anﬂ.x a Narain Sinzh, Vice-President of the Swatantra

and President of the Bihar Party undertook a hurricane tour

from 1st to 8th March, visiting Hajipur, Mahvar, Dalsing-
wara, Hilsa and Barh, The tour was intended to arouse

: ﬂth:f'the people in the Party's National Convention. The'

gégontention is an indication of how well Shri Kamakhya

. Masani were present at the forma-
on March 11, With the formation




of Ward orzanisation. Concentrating on the
, the Party has, during the last month, set up
y Sevri and Dadar. A similar unit set up in
seful work. The "D" Ward of the City Party is
‘active. One Party nember residing in this area has
emises as a Ward Office.
i¢ meeting was held in the predominantly Maharashtrian
wm. This neeting was addressed by Prof. Shambavnekar,

jgress is also reported in the enrolling of nembers from the
industry. Mr. Premmath, the noted film actor and an active

L our Party, is in the forefront of a drive to get the support
film industry. Recently our Party tock a firm stand, opposing
proposed Excise levy on the filnm industry'which was widely
peciated by those in the industry.

i Btudy group of active Party members has been functioning well.
& every Saturday, the Study group debates controversial questions
roblems of Party developnent.

Another instance in which the Party came out in opén suprcrt of
erdog was its championing of the cause of Primary teachers in

ipal schools, 2000 teachers had been served with retrenchnent

€8 by the Corpcration authorities in order that the ruling group

Corporation could "balance the budget". A Statenent was

by our Perty demanding the withdrawal of these retrenchment

€S, The notices have since been withdrawn and we can legitimately

hat we played a part in going to the rescue of the teachers.

y workers in Gujerat have been touring the countryside,

3ing units at various levels. Shri Bheailalbhai Patel, President
Gujerat Party and Shri Dedubhai Anin, Vice-president,

panied by Shri Navin Patel, Secretary, toured the Panchmahal

1Ct, Lumkheda and Dahod. Public neetings were held at these

Sag nailalbhai extensively toured Broach district holding
8 3 %0 4 meetings a day at different villages. Taluka

' Were formed and over 2000 members werc enrolled in Broach

88 8 result of his visit.

s in Gujerat, 11 have already been organised.



nkta Morcha has now merged with the

dechand, M.P., Raja of Bilaspur, has been

e Himachal Pradesh Swatantra Party. Two

ngs have already been held. In these

sions were talten in regard to the organisational

the region. A decision to have separate

in the area was also taken and it was decided to form
Committees, The Party now has District units in

ks Bilaspur, Mahasur and Sirmur. It was also decided

Yommittees at the level of primary units may be formed

strict committees. In all there will be 29 primary units

metituency level and 7 units in towns. Membership targets
ecided upon.

i & resolution that was unanimously passed at a meeting held on
2y 1960, the Regional unit expressed its dismay at the proposal
Punjab Government to construct a dam in the Suketi Khad of the
gtrict which would result in the submergence of the fertile
falley described as the gramnery of Himachal Pradesh.

tacres of land would be submerged and 40,000 people would be
'ed homeless if the dam is constructed. The Party therefore

gly opposed the scheme and urged upon the Government of India
allow the Punjab Government to proceed with the scheme,

 Another resolution viewed with great concern the increasing
eidents in Chambg, Bilaspur and Sirnur districts which had

¥y resulted in considerable loss of life. It is reported that
1956=57 over 30 people were killed and another 100 seriously
iréd. The Party was of the opinion that these accidents were
‘result of negligence on the part of the Himachal Transport

tment and the abominable conditions of the roads over which the
port buses plied.

-
adras:

. 7,500 delegates and nearly 11,000 observers participated in the
erations of the Madurai District Convention held in Melur, under

esidentship of State President K. S. VenkataKrishnzs Reddiar,

‘and Prof. Rutnaswamy were among those who participated in the

erations, At this Convention, it was announced that Sri S.

amy Paﬂaygchi with a 1000 others had joined the Swatantra

after resigning fron +he Congress.

__The cause of the Hut-dwellers of Madras has been champi .
¥ Wa = pioned by
' Madras City Unit. They actively helped in the holding of a

Brg Convention where a 100 delegates and over 5,000 visitors

-H£§§ district held its first Convention under the president-

5. 5. Ranaswamy Padayachi., On this occasion a purse of
= m Presented to Rer.;ja.;j:i...:’r ?
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eption at the Airport on April 11
orth India.

. ssed by Rajaji held on the 17th April was
of people. Prof. Rutnaswamy presided over-
spokc at length.on the need to fight the pro-
n which he called "confiscatory, unfair and
this meeting that an unsuccessful attempt was
But thenks to Providence and the timely interven-

+ G. Ranga, President, Swatantra Party, accompanied by
nor R. Agnibhoj toured a few areas of Madhya Pradesh.

. meeting in Indore, where Frof. Ranga and Mr. R. Agnibhoj
ent, Shri Udaisinh of Kaluhera joined the Party and was
a8 Joint Organiser for Indore division along with Thakur

~meeting of Divisional and District Organisers in the State
ld in Bhopal in the Party office. HNr. M. R. Masani was

ent at this meeting. Decisions regarding Party organisation in
ate were taken.

r. Brij Bilas Shukla has been appointed Divisional Organiser
“;ﬁhglpur. A membership drive has been launched in this area.

In Drug district, Shri Bahadur Sinh Gupta has been appointed

7

*ict organiser,

 Bhri Satynarayan Kemriwal, formerly of the Jan Sangh, has now
dined the Party and has been appointed Raipur Division Organiser.

Similarly Shri Satynarayan Khandelwsl has been appointed as
Bilaspur Divisional Organiser.

%L&-Vididha district unit has been set up.

In the Shivpuri district Public Meetings were held in several
€S by Shri R. Gupta., It is reported that there has been a

_ e8ponse from the Kisans in this area.

Rajkumar Udaisingh of Kaluhera has been touring Indore division
8anising the party at various levels.

€ and more active workers are coning forward in the

abﬁﬂ.and-Drug districts of lladhya Pradesh to take
_ . up the work
y "QI.‘-EMBat ion. % 2

A@ﬁibhaj, Convenor of the Party, has toured eight districts



icts. A : L&,
rmed for Poona
h Satara District,

) & meeting of office bearers and workers of the

G i1t was held in the city. This meeting was
onvened to give a report on the Patna Convention.

2 also decided to start a social service unit,
mmittee and a Study Group.

was held where Rajaji, Shri J. lohammed Imam and many
2aders of the Party addressed a gathering of over 30,000,

Raichur district unit was formed at 2 meeting in Raichur

anjam district held its Convention at Barhanpur on March 2,
« Inaugurated by State President E. Kanoongo and presided by
‘Hari Hara Das M.L.A., this Convention was attended by Prof.
. Ranga. Prof. Ranga was taken in a procession to the Town
the venue of the meeting. Later Prof. Ranga addressed a

6 neeting where he explained the policies of the Swatantra

In Cuttack the District Committee has formed Constituency
tees in the Cuttack Sadar Constituency, Jagatsingpur, Balikuda,
and Salepur. Similarly the Phulbhani District Cormittee

ended its organisational work in the Panchayat areas of

8, Raikiria, Chatungia, TingaGarh, Ratingia etc.

The Balasore District Committee has opened an office at Soro.
: WAs a“flas’hoisting ceremony by the Party General Secretary
¥s Jeéna, BSoro incidentally is the constituency of Dr. H. K.
Chief Minister of Orissa. An Ad hoc Committee has been
in this district at a neeting which was well attended.

arty is paying attention to the publication of literature
~ A pamphlet 'Swatantra Kahe' (Swatantra says) gives in

¢iples of the Party. Another booklet 'Swatautra
ekha! has been written and published by our Balasore
tee. This book propagates the principles of the
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in April was Rajaji's tour
aji's tour have already been reported
hat his tour has given a filip to the
the Party. The membership drive has
| and reports coming into the State head-
indicate increasing membership.

‘the Ad hoc Committee of the State Swatantra Party
ak on April 24, Mr. M. R. Masani, General Secretary
present at this neeting as an observer,

'L"Uﬁﬁﬁm Singh Nagoke, Raja Bhalindra Singh, M.IL.A.,
1 Pheruman, M.P., Pandit Shree Ram Sharma, M.L.A.,
am Singh Rathee, M.L;A., and Sardar Basant Singh were

: President
1 Dharanm Singh Rathee : Gen. Secretary
rdar Basant Singh : Joint Sevretary

‘was decided that the State Party Office would continue to
@ Patiela with Sardar Basant Singh in charge.

iihe Ad hoc Committee was expanded to include a2 representative
‘each District Committee.

i0n Baisakhi day April 13 at Damdamma Sahib in Bhatinda district
6 public neeting was addressed by Jathedar Udham Singh Nagoke,
Chet Singh, Pandit Dansi Lal., Another meeting was held in
ur district on the sane day which was attended by about

g people mostly from the rural areas., Another conference held
alibpur Pandori on the 14th April was also well attended., A
gpence held at Pathankot on 16th was a great success.

%iatheﬂar Udhan Singh Nagoke undertook an extensive tour of
districts during the month under report viz. Amritsar Gurdaspur,
& and Jullundur for carrying out Party propaganda.

dar Gurnam Singh, ex-Judge of the Punjab High Court who is
Tooiatg Member of the Public Aid Comnittee, has formed a
Associate Committee of four members to entertain public

ances about "conscious or unconscious encroachment on civil

s honest and fearless administration. The Committee which
of Mr, P.quir Chand Mittal, President High Court Bar Asso-
» Mr. Dara Singh, Advocate, Mr. S. N. Bali and Mr. Narotan
_Lﬂvocate will coopt more nembers as and when necessary.

- questions had been earlicr raised by the Press and the

on the stand taken b -
nd Vienal Hariana?n Yy thg Party on the issues of Punjabi

'3533n;% General Secretary of the Party, in a press
B h he Party's position on these issuee, said:

from its very inception, taken the
side its iples adopted at

S



ral Or ing
- February, on both
~to the demands for the creation of
_ n State. This attitude of the Party
Rajaji on more than one occasion during his

ed whether it was not true that Rajaji had, during
ur, given support to the idea of a Punjabi Suba,
lied:

T do not find anything in what Rajaji has s2id during

is Punjab visit to warrant such a conclusion. In fact,
er Tara Singh has expressed his disappointment at Rajaji's
making any such comnitment."

hen questioned further on the Press Conference by Rajaji at
ar on March 28, Mr. Masani explained:

"] have seen press reports of that News Conference and find
Pwhat Rajaji has said there is as follows, Pirst, he pointed
tout that the Party did not like to get involved in local
iproblems, The Party's policies were based on economic issues
‘that vitally affected the country. Hajaji also is reported to
have saild that in his opinion the Punjabi Suba was coming and
that the present Government might concede it in time for the
next election. Rajaji hastened to add that he did not like to
t 8ay whether this would be 2 desirable development or not. I
fear that his prognosis has been misunderstood as support. There
18 a clear distinction between a man forecasting something and
Swishing for it. Rajaji, had in nind the tendency of the

Nehru government to shift its policies and to yield to pressure
 from determined groups and he gave the example of Bombay and
the concession of Samyukta Maharashtra by the Nehru government
- which first resisted it and then yielded under »ressure. I
hope I have made the distinction between forecast and desire
- gquite clear.”

immhen Rajaji was asked later in Delhi to clarify his attitude,
endorsed the General Secretary's press statcment,

e

“¥T- K. M. Munshi's visit to Jodhpur and Ajmer infused the

'S activities in Rajasthan with zreater enthusiasm, reports
- Rajasthan Party, P

Mr. Munshi addressed two largely attended public meetings at
T and Ajmer arranged under the auspices of our Party.

,%gﬂthan.haa ten Cormittees in the Jodhpur division, 15 in
- division, 5 in Kotah, and 4 in Udaipur.

f. Madan Singh and Shri Madan Hohan Shastri visited Pratap-
Sonsvara districts and cstablished party units in these

et



‘have given noticé to the Speaker of the -
eforward the Party would function in the
the "Swatantra Legislature Party." The Swatantra

rs in the Legislative Assembly and 2 in the

‘and Inspectors to visit various centres of the Party,
s and submit regular reports to the office with regard

"ﬁnﬁﬂd hoc organising Gommittees have been established in the
ich and Farrukhabad Districts.

» Units of the Party have been organized in Calcutta on the

of wards of the Calcutta Corporation and in the districts
units have been formed on the basis of nunicipal wards. These
8, can be conpounded into Constituency units which =ccording
the Constitution of our Party will form the prinary units of the

‘A public neeting was held in Cellege Square, an area frequented
ouths. The meeting was addressed by Shri Badal Gangopadhyay.

Similarly ancther meeting was held at Subodh Mullick Square.
Rajaji, Prof. Ranga and Mr. Masani were among those who

isited Calcutta durinz the last two months. Rajaji's visit to
utta has already been reported in detail in our March Newsletter.
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