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C'Il'l;e Cenh:al Parligientary Board met in Madras on
July 23. Several issties before Parliament, and the posi-

tion taken by tife Party’s Parliamentary Group con-
cerning them, Were discussed,

sssnmmEsEsamsRSEEE

Fundamental Rights I‘E s LN i

The Board deplored the attempt on the part of the
Government to seek to undo the decision of the
Supreme Court on Fundamental Rights. It decided that
all such attempts to subvert the Constitution should be

opposed by the Party both in Parliament and 0utsfd.e-. -_
The decisions of the Parliamentary group not to join |

the Select Committee to consider a Private Member's
Bill on the subject was endorsed.
Privy Purses '

The Board condemned the attempt bythe Congress
Party to abrogate unilaterally the solgfin Treaties and
Convenants with the former Rulpss of the erstwhile
Indian States and the Constitutfonal Guarantees con-
cerning their Privy Purses and called upon the Party
to resist all such illegal, unconstitutional and dis-
honourable acts.

Composition & Functions of the Planning Commission

The Board deplored the decision of the Govern-
ment of India to flout the well-considered recommend-
ations of the Administrative Reforms Commission that
the Planning Commission should henceforth be an
Advisory Body of experts and that neither the Prime
Minister nor any other member of the Central Cabinet
should be Chairman or Member of the Commission.

Arab-Israeli Conflict

The Board approved the position taken by the
Party in Parliament condemning the failure of Govern-
ment to adopt an objective and impartial attitude in
regard to the Arab-Israeli dispute and to work for a
just and stable peace in West Asia.

Medium of Instruction

The Board approved the action of Mr. Dahyabhai
- Patel and Prof. R. K. Amin in submitting minutes of
dissent to the Report of the Parliamentary Committee
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tral Parliamentary Board Meeting

on Education in regard to the freedom of parents to
prefer the schools of their own choice for the e_duca-
tion of their children, and for continuing the option to
parents and students to adopt the regional language or
English as the medium of instruction at the University
level.

Developments in West Bengal

The Officiating General Secretary having just com-
pleted a visit to West Bengal with Mr. D. N. Patodia
reported to the Board on the sinister developments
in recent months in the industrial and rural areas of
West Bengal, and the possible developments in the
near future. Arising from their report it was noted
that the Communists had demonstrated:
y([mt the disturbances had been planned long abead and

were only awaiting the suitable opportunity now afforded

by the coming into power of a Government controlled by
them;

\)»./that the motivating force was purely political, with only a

facade of industrial and agrarian grievances;
c. that they were resorting to organised violent activities with
e main object of subverting the Constitution, by staging
violent uprisings in rural areas such as Naxalbari, revolts in
the shape of Gheraos in industrial areas from Calcutta to
Dhanbad, and attacks on the leaders of non-communist trade
unions and disruption of industrial production;

d. that they were deliberately misusing their position as memb-
ﬁr& of the State Government to intimidate, infiltrate into and
destroy the morale of the Police and other services, and
c. that they constituted the prospective fifth-column of the

Chinese Communist regime bent upon destroying the inde-

pcsdr_-ncu, integrity and free way of life of the people of
India.

Madhya Pradesh

With reference to Madhya Pradesh where, at the
time of the meeting of the Board the position was
in a state of flux, the Board took the view that the
correct course of action for the Government to have
taken should have been to call upon the Leader of
the Opposition to form a Government before resorting
to the dissolution of the Assembly,

As readers are aware, the Governor did eventually
adopt this course of action and we now have a non:
Congress Ministry in that State.



FOCUS ON ORISSA
Although we had prepared material for inclusion in these columns, we are not using it this time since we

wish you to share with us the encouraging report on Orissa under the title ‘:Qrissa Coalition aims at Clean
Administration” which appeared in the “Weekend Review” of July 29.

“ORISSA COALITION AIMS AT CLEAN ADMINISTRATION"

Bhubaneswar

To make an assessment of the first hundred days
or so of office of the Swatantra-led coalition in Orissa,
one must necessarily compare its record with that of
the Government it has replaced. The very first thing
that strikes one is the popular confidence which t_he
Singh Deo Ministry enjoys, as against a total disbelief
in and distrust of the Ministry which has gone.

There is no longer any talk of corruption in high
places; admittedly, corruption has not fully dis-
appeared among officials, especially in the lower ranks,
but this, it is felt, will gradually go away with the
strict measures that the Government is taking to re-
move corruption from the administration. Some of
these have already proved effective. Inertia and
lethargy in the administration are noticeably less.
Official machinery now seems more responsive and
wakeful.

So the Ministry has got off to a good start: its main
electoral pledge was clean and efficient government
for Orissa, and its record is largely going to be judged
by its performance in this field. So thoroughly fed up
are the people of Orissa with years of Governmental
corruption and malpractices that they would support
anybody who can provide good and clean administra-
tion to them, and this the astute Mr. Singh Deo knows
too well.

Side by side, the Ministry has pruned all non-
essential spending itself a source.of corruption and
nepotism and other malpractices with which the for-
mer Ministry has been charged; it has enforced
maximum economy ‘at all levels and cut out a goad
deal of unnecessary staff, especially in the somnolent
yet grossly bloated departments of publicity and
public relations. The Ministers and the higher level
officials work hard to set the pace for those down
below. One feels that at last there is a Government
at avork.

/ Another striking feature is the unity and cohesion

‘with which the coalition has been working. The two
partners—the Swatantra and the Jana Congress—work
as a team and any differences that they may have on
matters of policy or regarding implementation never
come out into the open. The coalition rules with a
small majority (a total membership of 75 in a House
of 140) and though devious attempts have been made
to wean away members, the Ministry carries on un-
shaken, redeeming its electoral promises one after
another.

=3 # o = .
‘For instance, the promise of abglishing land revenue
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has been fulfilled. This costs the exchequer about
Rs. 8 crores in hard cash per year, With a total revenue
of Rs. 117.06 crores, the State“can ill afford the loss
of such a relatively substanifal source of revenue, but
the electoral pledge had 6 be kept and the Ministry
did not wish to be charged with playing a confidence
trick. To make up the loss, the 1967-68 Budget has
put fresh imposts off road transport, which in Orissa
are the highest in/the country, on urban land, and a
toll on the expfessway to ﬁ’aﬁdip port—which will
e.

affect iron ‘ore export trad

This is certainly not sound economics in a predo-
minantly agrarian State, but the Ministry feels that
the land tax on a peasantry subject to most Tuthless
and grinding type of poverty was morally indefensible.
Hence, it had to go. But to the guestion as to why
agricultural income tax should no%ave been stepped
up on the better off or richer class of agriculturists, no
clear answer is given. The question is almost evaded.

If the Ministry was unable to set Up a commission
of inquiry against two former Chief Ministers—Messrs
Biju Patnaik and Biren Mitra—by April, it was be-
cause it had not anticipated the Government of
India’s strange reaction to its request for an authenti-
cated copy of the C.B.L. report. The answer that the
report could not be provided as it was a confidential
document has caused much amusem ut it has
also created techmical difficulties, The Ministry is
definitely annoyed with New Delhi.

The annoyance is now greater because the Centre,
in disregard of the wishes of the State, has given a
passport to Mr. Biju Patnaik to go on a foreign trip.
The feeling of annoyance is generally expressed in
private off-the-record conversations with Ministers,
although publicly not much is said about it in the
interest of maintaining good relations with the Centre.
However, Chief Minister Mr. Singh Deo has declared
that should Mr. Patnaik choose to be absent from the
State when the inquiry against him is held, the Com-
mission will be expected to give an ex parte verdict.
So the Government is going ahead with the arrange-
ment for setting up a commission of inquiry.

A word of explanation is necessary about the State's
attitude towards the Centre. The Singh Deo Ministry’s
policy so far has been to keep its relations with New
el 55 smootl s psble ot nly becanse of th
matters, but ql;snlln( cace Do Cen_tre in financial
l):'csmﬁ‘ L'.rl'li(.‘:‘l] cc}t:fl?:“se UI;' e e in.th&‘
should be both mrdiallﬁzs] ik e re]atlor.ls

d cooperative. Therefore, in
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spite of some disappointment and occasional rebulffs,
no engineered demonstrations or protests, of the type
one witnesses in West Bengal, occur. The supply of
rice to West Bengal is a good example. There was
strong pressure on the Government to stop sending
rice to West Bengal, ostensibly on the grmu_ld that
the surplus in the State itself had been over-estimated.
For a while, it seemed that the Government was of
the same view. But when Mrs. Gandhi sent Mr. Satya

Narayan Sinha to persuade the Orissa Ministry t%. B ot of Drisiets

help out sorely-pressed West Bengal, the forme:
readily agreed and a substantial quantity of rice for
West Bengal has been promised in exchange for some
wheat.

However, if the Centre does not give some more
money for the State’s development schemes, as the
State Government hopes it will, then feelings may get
strained. Orissa has been obliged to cut down its 1967-
68 annual plan to Rs. 46,92 crores, as against Rs. 52

ey
fotr
tax the State’s poor financial and adminis‘l:mﬂ‘tfe re-
sources very heavily. The panchayat industries, which

the Patnaik Ministry started to “bring industries to
every village and provide every villager with.a pucca

building” are invariably losing money are a.big
drag on the State’s resources. Mr. Sin eo is anxious
to hand over these industries t , for
such plants and machinery as en installed can-

not be thrown away Q)
who recently toured Orissa
ciine away very mueh impressed by Mr. Singh Deo’s
approach to the
s concentrating on essential problems
ifig the official machinery of corrupt and
e elements and toning up administrative
cy, and on the development of agriculture
ich jepresented the fundamental needs of the Oriya

people

crores provided for the 1966-67 one. Even so, in terms(. (It would be, wrong, however, to think that Mr.

of resources, the gap is not fully covered. The Centre
has so far agreed to provide only Rs. 26 crores, and
the most the State hopes to raise out of its own re-
sources, is Rs. 15 crores. So there is already a gap of
almost Rs. 6 crores,

The State hopesithat the Centre will at least give
another Rs. 9 crores in order to help a relatively less
developed State like Orissa to modernise and improve
its agriculture;sand start new industries to provide
more basie facilities. For instance, power supply in
Orissa is still insufficient even for the existing require-
ments and the State has to produce more power to
start industries on its own or attract entrepreneurs
from autside. Therefore, the extremely slow progress
of work on the Talcher complex (which among other
things is designed to produce 250 MW of power) due
to insufficient Central aid, has caused much dis-

ointment,

a
(’/P’b In keeping with his Swatantra philosophy, Mr. Singh

s

Deo, is anxious to promote private enterprise in the
State. Objectively speaking, however, the State
Government is not in a position to start any more
enterprises than it already has. During Mr. Patnaik’s
time, State undertakings were started by the dozen;
there was hardly any sphere including fisheries, con-
struction and normal purchases of the Government
into which Mr. Patnaik did not wish to rush.

Some of them are now white elephants, and as such

" Singh Deo does not wish his State to travel fast on

the industrial road; only the method of promoting
industry has been changed. The Chief Minister has
been in frequent contact with chambers of commerce
in Caleutta to invite industrialists to visit Orissa, and
study for themselves the facilities that already exist
and that need to be provided further. But he is not
content with doing just that.) (‘

He has been pressing the Railway Ministry to con-
struct a rail link to Paradip from the major commer-
cial centre of Cuttack so that the port, built at a cost
of Rs. 25 crores, is put to more profitable use, Paradip
can certainly handle a good deal of the country’s steel
exports as the Union Steel Ministry has found, and it
would be in the interest of India as a whole if this
rail link is expeditiously completed.

Mr. Singh Deo is also anxious to have one or two
fertilizer factories in the State; one is already pro-
posed to be built as part of the Talcher industrial
complex and another has been recommended by a
team of British experts near Paradip port, based on
imported raw materials,

Mr. Singh Deo has been asking for more Central
aid for de-.-V'EIupment on account of these schemes, If
down e Fequent 1t cirporhe
: : , e said that the Centre
1§ reciprocating the State Government’s gestures of
good relations and cordiality.” = : '

Party to get used to carrying on without him.

Rajaji’s Pat for the Party
Mr. C. Rajagopalachari described his recent illness as “providential,”
The 89 year-old elder Statesman, who was addressing

?he first time after his illness three months ago, commended
it had been conducting its affairs in his “absence”.

“They have been going on and getting on. I hope this practice will continue,”

as it enabled the Swatantra

a4 public meeting on Sunday, for

the Swatantra Party for the way

: he said.
Indian Express, July 3, 1967




West Bengal Situation

Mr. N. Dandeker and Mr. D. N. Patodia M.P.,
visited Bengal last month to make a personal assess-
ment of the political situation there. Mr. Patodia also
visited Naxalbari while Mr. Dandeker spent his time
in Calcutta discussing the situation with various
persons including high officials, politicians, industria-
lists and the like in order to gain a live impression of
the situation.

Both at Calcutta and on his return to Delhi, Mr.
Dandeker met Pressmen and gave them his impres-
sions.

Expressing his satisfaction with the police action
in the Naxalbari area which while being restrained
was effective, Mr. Dandeker agreed with Mr. Chavan
that the situation both in Calcutta and Naxalbari had
improved. But he likened the improvement to a tem-
porary lull before the final storm broke out ravaging
all. According to Mr. Dandeker, by end-September
and early-October, almost every company in West
Bengal will be faced with the usual or normal bonus
disputes and also the Puja Bonus issues and the violent
leftists having achieved a measure of initial success
in the earlier Gheraos will be eager to challenge their
employers once again.

In the country-side it will be harvesting time in full
swing. Men who were actively Red in Naxalbari have
been roaming the country-side with tehsildars for
semi-official recognition promising the Government
100% procurement. They too will go into action in
September and October.

What is more, and little known, is that trouble of
the Naxalbari variety has begun in the 24-Parganas
and is threatening to spread along the entire East-
Pakistan border posing a very grim situation.

Summing up the situation as he saw it, Mr.
Dandeker described it as one in which Labour
instigated by the Reds was rebellious, the Chief
Minister a virtual captive in the hands of Mr. Jyoti
Basu, the rural population in Naxalbari frightened to
\B
> \,\

Swatantra Imndustrialist

. L In an interview to the Indian Express on 31st July,
Mr. C.-Bai. MP, Honorary Treasurer of the Party,
severely contdemned the retrenchment of labour during
the current recession—He said that this was tanta-
mount to hurling out friends~into foul weather. Con-
tinuing, Mr. Rai said that the best.course for the
management would be to brave the storm_and sail
with those who toil for the production of Tational

wealth. The employer and employee could brave th
elements as partners in adversity, hoping for hettef:\f

times ahead.
He felt the recession had been occasioned not so
much by the fall in demand at home and abroad.

go back to their homes, and other areas .e:fpech:ng
violent upheavals a la Naxalbari, the administration
frozen into inactivity, demoralised, ashamed and
“wondering what the hell to do.”

Mr. Dandeker was convinced that the entire thing
was pre-planned, but triggered off prematurely. He
cited numerous examples of industrial disputes which
were not allowed to be amicably settled by the extre-
mists, of Gheraos on the management while it was
sitting at the Conference Table with the Trade Union
leaders, of the witch-hunt for Trade Union leaders
moderate socialist parties, etc. :

Even at the agrarian level, he cited examples of
attacks on poor peasants who were looted and driven
out of their homes because they had not joined the
ranks of the chosen liberators. How could you call
this a peasant movement, he asked?

At a public meeting in New Delhi on July 27, Mr.
Masani speaking on the subject “Must India Go the
Vietnam Way?” referred to Naxalbari. According to
him, “the front paw” of the Chinese Communist
advance whether in Naxalbari or elsewhere would
have to be eliminated before it became a permanent
base for subversion and civil war. He said that the
present lull in Naxalbari and Bengal generally was
deceptive. The Left Communists were lying low be-
cause their extremists had got out of hand and because
they were embarrassed. He warned that there would
be more Naxalbaris to come and the situation would
recur with increasing gravity. The existence of common
border which did not exist in Andhra or Kerala created
a situation where Telengana would look like a picnic.
He affirmed that nothing less than a ban on the Left
Com.mum'.st_Party of India and the elimination of Com-
;mnn:.‘t M]lrusters_ from the West Bengal cabinet should
e sarin point f » ommon attack i defnce of

an nationalism and democracy. Failure to”do this
would lead to a major bloodshed later.

Speaks Out for Lahour

cgl')(_-(;.in]ly.aﬂcr devaluation, as by the “Government’
exercises In guesses about the pattern of future d :
mand, which have mostly gone awry.” -
He said ’ghe private sector planned jts producti
and expansion schemes on the basis of official I(l)'n
mates which proved unrealistic in many cases, whe?:;:;

it should have been wary 1
ave ary of gulping the estim
pared by the Government. ik

But now that the demand w

nt, the desperate recourse
resisted, Mr, Rai said.
N i et
“\:{ﬂtst tlt nq:ua'tmg the Government’s intention to
Xpedite the placing of orders on several industries.
4

as shrinking on a wide
to lay-offs should be

.
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Mr. Rai felt that if this was done just to keep t?‘:?
industry going, it would>be tantamount_ to artificia
demand, and the Governmen ould ultimately have
to stockpile the output and bloc

resources. :
He said retrenchment to fight the recession was ¢¢

tainly a step in the wrong track, a policy guided by
expediency rather than principles and it would only
provide a transitory advantage to industrialists. But in

1
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the long run that would only create mo_re diﬂigulhes,

“he said. - e

Mr. Rai's comments are thought-provoking in the
context of his close association with about 30 com-
— big and small — as Chairman, Managing

panies

irector, Director or Partner. Most of these ar C
limited concerns, together employing a vast number
of workers.) 7
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Kashmir Swg.a’tantra Forum

F :

y

Swatantra Forum which was ig_aug:gated i
June 27 by Mr. M. B. Masani.

The following are the office Bearer,
of its Committee:

President : Mr. R

Vice President : Mrs,/Goodie Oberoi
Secretary : My, Ghulam Nabi Khayal
Treasurer : r. Sharif-ud-Din Ahmed
Members : Mr. Ghulam Nabi Jan

Mr. Digambar Sawhney
Mr. Mushtaq Ahmed.

Q

@Jpeaking to prfssmen on the occasion Mr. Masani
said that the $watantra Forum would disseminate
Swatantra philésophy, ideals and principles in Kashmir
and would pfepare the ground for the establishment
of the Swalantra Party in the State of Jammu and
Kashmir. The development would meet the need which

- Imd beeyl felt in Kashmir for a non-denominational and

sionist party, preferably of an All India
chardcter, =

According to Mr. Masani, the deplorable events of
June 7 were evidence of a breakdown of law and
order. From what he had heard and observed, the
entire responsibility for these events rests squarely on
the shoulders of the State Government, The Chief
Minister and the President of the State Congress could
not be absolved from responsibility for the inflamma-
tory statements made by them so gratuitously about
developments in West Asia.

Mr. Masani reiterated the party’s stand that while
there should be normal and friendly relations between
India and Pakistan in the interests and security of the
entire sub-continent, Pakistani aggression in 1965 had
deprived Pakistan of whatever locus standi it might
have had in regard to the Kashmir problem. It would
be for a government representative of the people of
Kashmir to work out with the Covernment of India

the precise status of Kashmir within the Indian Union
and the measure of autonomy it should enjoy.

In this context, Mr. Masani supported the appeal
recently made by a large number of Members of
Parliament for the release of Sheikh Abdullah. He said
the Swatantra Party had always been opposed to pre-
ventive detention of any kind and had consistently
voted against the Preventive Detention Act and the
Defence of India Rules.

The release of Sheikh Abdullah would, in his view,
be helpful in bringing to an end the present unfor-
tunate state of affairs in Kashmir. It was common
ground among all opposition parties, including the Jan
Sangh, that the people of Kashmir had been denied
fair and free elections along with the people in the
rest of India last February.

Mr. Masani was of the opinion that, after political
prisoners and detenus had been released, there should
be a Round Table Conference, the participants in
which could be the Prime Minister of India, Sheikh
Abdullah, G. M. Sadig, Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed
and their respective colleagues.

Such a conference could be followed by dissolution
of the present legislative Assembly and fresh elections
in which all elements could participate. These elec-
tions would be followed by the setting up of a new
Government in Kashmir. In order that such a govern-
ment should be broadbased and fully representative
of the people of Kashmir, it would be desirable that
all major elements in the public life of Kashmir should
be persuaded to join in forming such a government.

Thy, Delhi Weekly Thought_in its issue of July 29
wc.%]co d the emergence of the Swatantra Forum, It
said: “My, M. R. Masani, explaining the aims and

: Forum, told newsmen here that his party
favoured a seMlement of the Kashmir question on the
basis of autonomy_for the State within the Indian
Union. If the reporfsabout Mr. Mizra Afzel Bc' 'S
current political thinking~are correct the Swatantg::-;
Party’s role in Kashmir politi howsoever limited ;t
may be, could be fruitful, more because of the

Party’'s known friendly attitude vards Sheikh
Abdullah and his colleagues.”
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Mr. Rai felt that if this was done just to kee;ilﬁ th{i
industry going, it would>be tantamount to art hcm
demand, and the Governmen ould ultlfna._tely .axge
to stockpile the output and bloc lic investible
Tesources. ;

He said retrenchment to fight the recession was cc
tainly a step in the wrong track, a policy guided _I:;Ly
expediency rather than principles and it w.-!.rould only
provide a transitory advantage to industrialists. But in
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@D the Swatantra Forum in Calcutta and the Swa-
tantra Club in Delhi has been added the/Kashmir
rinagar on

Swatantra Forum which was in _auggated i
June 27 by Mr. M. R. Masani.)

The following are the office Bearers” and Members
of its Committee:

President : Mr. Rafho Nath Vaishnavi
Vice President : Mrs /Goodie Oberoi
Secretary : { Chulam Nabi Khayal
Treasurer : r. Sharif-ud-Din Ahmed
Members : Mr. Ghulam Nabi Jan

. Digambar Sawhmey
. Mushtag Ahmed.

)

CS‘]geaking to prfssmen on the occasion Mr. Masani
said that the $Wwatantra Forum would disseminate
Swatantra phildsophy, ideals and principles in Kashmir
and would pfepare the ground for the establishment
of the Swgfantra Party in the State of Jammu and
Kashmir. The development would meet the need which
ad beeyf felt in Kashmir for a non-denominational and
Mon-sesSionist party, preferably of an All India
chardcter.

According to Mr. Masani, the deplorable events of
June 7 were evidence of a breakdown of law and
order. From what he had heard and observed, the
entire responsibility for these events rests squarely on
the shoulders of the State Government. The Chief
Minister and the President of the State Congress could
not be absolved from responsibility for the inflamma-
tory statements made by them so gratuitously about
developments in West Asia.

Mr. Masani reiterated the party’s stand that while
there should be normal and friendly relations between
India and Pakistan in the interests and security of the
entire sub-continent, Pakistani aggression in 1965 had
deprived Pakistan of whatever locus standi it might
have had in regard to the Kashmir problem. It would

be for a government representative of the people of
Kashmir to work out with the Government of India

the long run that would only create mF)rle__dji_’ﬁgulties,

“he said. 3 s

Mr. Rai’s comments are thought-provoking in the
context of his close association with about 30 com-
panies — big and small — as Chairman, Managing
irector, Director or Partner. Most of these are pabtic
limit “Onoerns, together employing a vast number
of w‘:h?ers?\! F

Kashmir Swatantra Forum
P

the precise status of Kashmir within the Indian Union
and the measure of autonomy it should enjoy.

In this context, Mr. Masani supported the appeal
recently made by a large number of Members of
Parliament for the release of Sheikh Abdullah. He said
the Swatantra Party had always been opposed to pre-
ventive detention of any kind and had consistently
voted against the Preventive Detention Act and the
Defence of India Rules.

The release of Sheikh Abdullah would, in his view,
be helpful in bringing to an end the present unfor-
tunate state of affairs in Kashmir. It was common
ground among all opposition parties, including the Jan
Sangh, that the people of Kashmir had been denied
fair and free elections along with the people in the
rest of India last February.

Mr. Masani was of the opinion that, after political
prisoners and detenus had been released, there should
be a Round Table Conference, the participants in
which could be the Prime Minister of India, Sheikh
Abdullah, G. M. Sadiq, Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed
and their respective colleagues,

Such a conference could be followed by dissolution
of the present legislative Assembly and fresh elections
in which all elements could participate. These elec-
tions would be followed by the setting up of a new
Government in Kashmir. In order that such a govern-
ment should be broadbased and fully representative
of the people of Kashmir, it would be desirable that
all major elements in the public life of Kashmir should
be persuaded to join in forming such a government.

Tha, Delhi Weekly Thought in its issue of July 2¢
welcomed the emergence of the Swmﬁn}r-l%
said: “N l

M. R. Masani, explaining the aims and
objects of the Forum, told newsmen here that his party
tavoured a settlement of the Kashmir question on the
basis of autonorty,_for the State within the Indian
Union. If the reportsabout Mr. Mizra Afzel Beg’s
current political thinkin e correct the Swatantgr;t
Party's role in Kashmir polities, howsoever limited i"f
may be, could be fruitful, more because of the

Party’s known friend] ;
y attitude .
Abdullah and his colleagues,” ards Sheikh
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Foreign Money in Indian Elections

New York Times published a report fhnt accord-
ing td the Indian Central Bureau of Intti:lhgence bot}tl
the United States and Communist countries have spcnl
vast stms of money to influence India’s last genera

ection§,
2 .:ccor ing to the report, the CBI inquiry found that
the Unitéd States paid money to the Jan Sangh, Swa-
tantra Party, Praja Socialist Party and some Congress-
men. The total amount was “more than a f'fiw lakhs
and considérably less than a crore of rupee :

The amount of money spent by the Communist
embassies bakking the left-wing reportedly was even
much higher than the sum allegedly spent by the
United States.

Naturally the\Swatantra Party alongwith the Jan

Sangh and the P)S.P. took strong exception to the re-
port and raised the issue in Par]iam%

& speaking for the Swatantra Party, Mr. Masani
said on June 15:

“I would like to start by saying that the allegations,
in so far as my Party s concerned, are totally false
and we repudiate the slander which has been attri-
buted to some high official quarter by the New York
Times correspondent in \Delhi. Every rupee of the
Election Fund that we callected was collected from
our friends, sympathisersy and supporters in this
country. So far as we are cqncerned, we are prepared
and in fact insist that this matter should be investi-
gated so that the facts may be brought to ligh) o

Who is responsible, under the cover of this cowardly
anonymity, for having carriedlon this smear campaign
s0 harmful to all political parties in the country, be-
cause every political party ®f one persuasion or
another is referred to. Whoevet has done this, who-
ever talked to the New York Times man, has done
no service to the country or evenj to his own Govern-
ment. Is the Hon. Minister prepared to investigate
this crime first of all to find out jwho did it?

“...Is it some one in the entgurage of my hon.
friend (Mr. Chavan) or is it 'somebody in the
entourage of the Prime Ministe® Is it a Junior
Minister of the Government or is it a Government
Official? This is not the first time that this kind of
smearing has been attempted from these quarters.. .

“Normally we would not have expe‘kted intelligence
reports to be published. But I do suggest that in this
particular case, more harm will be dorie by not pub-
lishing it than by publishing it. Let the Minister come
to the conclusions which he wants to have a few davs
to arrive at, and let him publish the report along with
the Government's conclusions, and let them put thé
matter out for public discussion. . .

“_...as soon as Government’s preliminary investiga-
tion is over, an appropriate Tribunal should be set up.

6

There should be a public investigation into the pos-
sible use of foreign money in our elections. Let there
be a public enquiry. Let there be a Supreme Court
Judge or any one of his status, of an independent
objective status appointed. Let this report, let the
Government’s conclusions, and let what all of us have
to say, be presented in public to this authority. And
after some months, after a proper hearing, let this
Tribunal give its findings. 1f there are any guilty
people in this country, let them be appointed out.
there are innocent people, let their reputations be
cleared of the dirty smear.

“..Already many people think that we are syco-
phants going round with a begging bowl asking
eternally for aid. Now, ‘are we going to allow the
world to think that every political party in India can
be purchased by one government or another? Are we
such a minor, backward republic in spme backwoods
that this can be alleged against us without our re-
pudiating this libel?”

Unfortunately the Home Minister, Mr. Chavan
turned down Mr. Masani’s suggestion for the appoint-
ment of an enquiry commission. Mr. Chavan said that
the CBI had made a report to the Government but
that he had not found time to read it.

Mr. N. Dandeker as the officiating General Secre-

tary officially denied the allegation. In a pressnote:
he said:

“In view of several recent insinuations, open as
well as veiled, I wish to state categorically that the
Swatantra Party has not at any time received anv
\ Ainancial assistance whatsoever, whether for pm:—
poses of the General Elections or otherwise, directly
or indirectly, from any foreign source whatsoever.
whether American or any other, nor from any fore-
ign official or non-official sources, open y or secretly.
It is a matter of regret that the offer to face a public
investigation into these insinuations made by the
spokesman of the Party on the floor of the Lok

Sabha last week has not been accepted by the Home
Minister,” ;

Tllc Executive Committee of the Swatantra Party in
Parliament expressed indignation at the libellous and
false report in the New York Times. A statement issued
hy] the Committee called upon the Government to
either contradict the report or com i

: ome fory r
specific charge. gL

Wrote Rajaji in Swarajya: “The tot

ally baseless s
may have started as A &

an alibi in some jrre i
sponsible talk
of E{mgress bosses who were disgracefully defeated
;1]1_t e general election, which wag picked up as some-
ing official by representatives of the American press.”



Relations with China

Ceaselessly, Swatantra spokesmen, inside Parlig-
ment and outside, keep warning the people of Illldla
- about the dangers to the security of the country, vis-a-

h—

vis Communist China unless Government changes its
policy immediately. 2
ong with the Jan Sangh and the two Socialist
July as the day to express nfitional indignation against
Chinese Communist indignities and against the Indian
Government’s defiant policies and to demand sever-
ance of diplomatic relations with Communist China.
e In Calicut, Kerala, Dr. V. V. Anthony of the
Swatantra Party, shared the platform with memb-
demanding that the Government of India should take
| the Chinese outrage of Indian diplomats more seri-

| ously.
, |In Bombay, Mr. M. R. Masani was the Party’s
7 = “Spokesman at a joint meeting which included speak-
| ers from the PSP, the Congress Party, the Jan Sangh
ing about the humiliating treatment meted out to our
Indian diplomats, the Bombay Unit organised a pro-

cession and burnt the effigy of Mr. Mao Tse-tung.
. Mr. Parulekar of our party spoke at a joint meeting
at Indore.

atantra Party’s position on the West Asian Conflict,
AngryN\Jetters have been received from them and
public pronouncements made by them condemning
l‘hchﬂrltys i itude, Four Swatantra legislators in U.P.
macde this the ‘pretext to resign from the Party. TE 1%
unfortunate that 3 Tl o the L arly.

\ /' Parties, the Swatantra Party got together to observe 2nd
ers of the Jan Sangh, Kerala Congress and the SSP
~ and the SSP. Incidently, a fortnight earlier, on learn-
: %om}: Muslim friends have misunderstood the
iyidual expression of views by

Swatantra leaders o

Swatantra Party and the West Asian Confliet

'

The Jalgaon District Unit held an-\gl!-Ffijy proces-
sion terminating in a public meeting presided over
by Mr. V. N. Patil, the General Secretary of the
Maharashtra Unit. i

In Bangalore, on the initiative of the State Unit, a
Joint meeting was held presided over by Mr. M. Vazir
Ahmed of the Swatantra Party. A Resolution condemn-
ing the Chinese Government for its humiliating treat-
ment of Indian diplomats in China and calling upon
the Government of India to sever diplomatic relations
with China was unanimously adopted.

In Madras, Rajaji appearing on a public platform
for the first time in 3 months, described the Chinese
as an outlaw for the whole world and called upon
India to sever diplomatic relations since India would
not lose much by such an action.

Referring to Mr. Chagla’s contention of keeping
the window to China open, in keeping the Indian
Embassy there when our diplomats were treated like
dirt, Rajaji said that the window operated in only one
way — from the Chinese side to pour dirty water on
us. Among others who spoke at the meeting were
Mr. S. S. Mariswamy, General Secretary of the Tamil
Nad Unit and Mr. N. V. Nataraj of the D.M.K.

the Government of India should not hay
wholly one-sided view and should not
hasty conclusions.

No doubt, Mr. B. P. Singh added, Rajaji had already
strongly expressed himself in favour of Israel and
so might have many other members of the Party. But
those are personal views and cannot be taken as the

— be the Party’s attitude) 5 official opinion of the Party. But it is open to other
£ The President of the U.P. UnitMr. B. P. Singh ex- members of the Party to hold the opposite view and
plained the position with clarity. In statement to the 8ive exprﬁ:fion to it.
Press he said that the Swatantra Party“had taken nolj Mr. BfIP. Singh has pointed out that the Arab-
stand on the Arab-Israel dispute. No resolution fayour-  Israel question is not covered by the 21 points in the
ing :he one and conden?ning the other has heen ed Statement of Principles of the Party nor by its Mani-
r;?\lti-eINau-:maI Executive of the Party. Even in Parli? festo and, therefore, is a free subject for discussion by
ent the spokesman of the Party had only stated that “Rarty members. Our Muslim friends are as free to
Stronghold of Swatant |
There was not a single Congress voter in the villa i I
. ! ge of Mathip ur of the Thir
7 Ty r umangalam
ki ¥, which elected a Congress candidate to the State Assembly™last Saturday, reports
. According to the official i i S
i g official counting, the following were the detail >
* : I\Ai: M. P. Rajan (Swa) — 563; Mr. N. S. V. Chithan (Q) — 0; Mr. Peds;l:i;\r;?::;i :!I:l:lt;e Vill'lagcl
umuogam (Ind) — 2: angd Mry M. 5. Kamalammal (Ind) — 18, S
P - Statesman, May 3, 1967




propagate their pro-Arab policy if they want to, as
Rajaji-and others are free to propagate their pro-Israel
policy. )<

The officiating General Secretary, Mr. N. Dandeker
set the record straight in the course of a letter to the
Hon'ble Shri Akhtar Ali Khan, the (Swatantra)
Minister of Excise in the present SVD Government
in U.P. which we reproduce below:

“I have your letter of 14th July in which you request the
Party to change its ‘partisan’ policy towards Israel, and
failing which you wish to submit your resignation from the
Party Membership. To begin with, let me make it quite clear
that the Party’s policy concerning the Arab-Israeli conflict
was in fact not partisan, but an express request that the
Government of India should maintain an attitude of strict
neutrality in the matter. This was the attitude Prof. Ranga
and 1 both adopted. Moreover, last Saturday the 15th July,
it was also expounded very clearly by Mr. Masani in his
speech in the Lok Sabha in the debate on the Demands for
Grants for the External Affairs Ministry. We have taken this
stand for the simple reason that we feel that that would be
the only way in which India could properly assist to resolve
_ the dispute between Arab countries and Israel.

% Nevérthaless I must also add that it is one of the basic
principles of byr Party that on all issues not covered by the
Party's Statemeri of Principles, members are free to express
personal views. This means quite clearly that in the matter
of the Arab-Israeli dspute, you are free not merely to hold
different views but ald to give expression to them.

In view of the foregoing, I trust you will appreciate that
the Party’s attitude on thg Arab-Israeli dispute is not parti-
san, Moreover, you have §very right to express your own
views in the matter. I trust therefore you will agree that no
question of any resignation a s."j !

Speaking in the Internationh] Affairs debate in the
Lok Sabha on July 15, Mr. M. R, Masani said:

Privy

Thf: Central Parliamentary Board has declared the
Party’s total opposition to the AICC resolution calling
for the abolition of Privy purses. Several leaders of the

Party have also publicly ' expressed the Party’s
opposition. \

In Swaraja, Rajaji wrote:

“Even if the assurances given to the ex-rulers as
consideration for their retiring from all power in
the regions they ruled from the time of the Moghuls
and during the full British period had not been
written down in the Constitution, could we with
any claim to moral conduct 'go against these
assurances?
“The assurances were given by Sardar Patel on
behalf of the people and the Government of India
\

|
1
i

“The approach of my Party has been, and is, that
we should be friends of both the Arabs and Israel
and that we should maintain a posture of impartiality
and objectivity in the dispute that goes on unfortu-
nately between the Arab countries and Israel. It was
in pursuance of that policy that we, along with non-
communist parties in this House, signed a letter to the
Prime Minister on 25th June as soon as hostilities
broke out in West Asia.

In that letter, we said:

‘Whatever may so far have been said and done,
we are of the view that from now on the best thing
that can be done is for the Indian Government to
adopt an objective attitude in this dispute and to
abstain from taking sides or apportioning blame
at this stage. We feel that, if this attitude is adopted
by the Government, it will have the support of the
country as a whole. Such an attitude would be
conducive to India’s playing an honourable part

/-—in restoring peace in West Asia.’

| “We asked for nothing more than neutrality, nothing
“more than impartiality in the company of Muslim

countries like Malaysia, Iran and Turkey, all three
of whom maintained impartiality and objectivity
throughout the West Asial-)’ war, just as Japan did, and
as other countries did.”

The Central Parliamentary Board when it met in
Madras an July 23 approved the position taken by the
Party in Parliament in condemning the failure of
Government to adopt an objective and impartial
attitude in regard to the Arab Israeli dispute and work
for a just and stable peace in Asia.

Purses

and effectively defended by him in the Constitu-
Ent Assembly, The treaty cannot be torn up as a
scrap of paper”—Kaiser Wilhelm-style. If the
Parliament of India does this, it will perhaps be
the last straw on India’s camel-back—in its effort
to be still a bit Gandhian”

Rajaji adds: “The present Home Minister, M.
Chavan, is using all his talent for acid and jrrelevant
wit and denigrate India’s greatest and first Home
Minister Sardar Patel's word of honour given to the
rulers of Indian States, who agreed to retire from
power as heads of their States to make India one
and great. It is hoped, however, that in spite of
all the forces behind (his disgraceful proposal
.India will maintain its honour and credit by ?rejecf:
ing the suggestion. Nations must respect treaties



and agreemeats if they wish to be considered

civilized.”

Mr. C. C. Desai M.P., issued a statement on nd
July in which he stated that any amendment of the
Constitution to abolish the privy purses and other
privileges of the princely order in pursuance of the
resolution of the All India Congress Committee would
amount to a “breach of trust’ on the part of the
Government.

Interviewed by the Gujarat Herald on July 16, Mr,
H. M. Patel, M.L.A, a former Principal Finance
Secretary of the Union Government, warne the
Government that if it violated the contracts wi
no one outside or inside would thereafter pla
in any promises of the Indian Govern
solemnly given. And criticising the
Minister’s escapist views, he furth
Mr. Morarji Desai was reported #6 have stated that
the stopping of privy purses codstituted a breach of
assurance to the ex-rulers, hehad added that “condi-
tions” since the assurance were given to the princes
had changed, and that hé was bound by the AICC
resolution.

But, Mr. Patel asked, was Mr. Desai unaware that
what he called assdrances had been incorporated in
the Constitution 6f India and that he along with his
colleagues in thé Government had sworn to uphold the
Constitution 4nd to be loyal to it.

Mr. Patel said in retrospect it seemed that Sardar
Patel, remarkable alike for his true patriotism and
his leadership of men, know instinctively how far he
could trust his fellow Congressmen to honour con-

any faith
t, however
nion Finance
said that while

tracts. In order that they might not be tempted/ by
“changed circumstances™ to dishonoy e coptfacts
entered into \vit?e)princes, that it SIIF)EJ not be
easy for them to.do so, he had the provisions of the
rporated in the Constitution.

ust have thought, he had put tempta-
back on their word safely out of their way.
alas, even he did not seem to have been able to
judge the full measure of their frailty. _

As Finance Minister, Mr. Desai must realise more
than anyone else how important it was that the people
both here and abroad should have full confidence in
the word of the Government, especially in finangial
matters.

Let him succumb to the temptation to break the
Government's plighted word to the princes and he
would have dealt a mortal blow to the honour and
prestige of the Government of India, Mr. Patel
concluded.

Mr. Dandeker adds: “Even more despicable would
be the fraudulent device, recently reported to have
been blessed by Shri Govinda Menon, the Law
Minister of the Government of India, for abolishing
Privy Purses by a mere executive order of the Gov-
ernment, on the ground that the Courts (including the
Supreme Court) could not interfere with such an

order because of the supposed bar under Article 863

of the Constitution against any such intervention.
Apparently there are more ways than one for
embarking upon a course of fraud, deceit, breach of
trust, breach of faith and dishonour.” ;'1

- . "I

f

Drought Relief

The lone Swatantra MLA in the Bengal Assembly,
Mr. Rajendra Singh Singhi told a press conference
in Calcutta last month that the Party had planned to
carry out relief work in the drought-affected areas in
Malda District. Specifically he said that about 500
villagers would receive 2 Kgs each of cereals.

While admitting that this was but a “meagre” con-
tribution to the relief effort, Mr, Singhi stressed that
this sort of venture might create the right sort of

momentum as far as the other political parties were
concerned.

Although scarcity conditions prevailed in 21 villages
of Jasdan Taluka in Rajkot District, the Yuvraj of
Jasdan, President in the Rajkot District Unit of the
Party and his colleagues in Jasdan Taluka collected
donations for the Bihar Famine Relief Fund. Rs.
Rs. 1324.65 in cash, 2266 items of clothing and 840
kilos of foodgrains were collected and sent to the
appropriate authorities.

Subsequently responding to Bhaikaka’s call for aid
to drought-stricken Panchmahals he collected Rs. 583
from Jasdan Town to be utilised in Panchmahals.

failings of those who broke away

htab and Ajoy Mukherjee who,
» opnte.'sfsncss a4 specirum of political
revolution which has transformed

T ee—

The Unsung Heroes of the Revolution

From the hindsight of post-election perspective,
hc from the Congress, they at least had
/Fspect of the political wilderness. Leaders like Mr. C. Raﬁagﬂpalachari =

against tremendous odds forged
alternatives for the country,
the Indian political scene.

M=, R, VAITHEESWARAN in H immat, June 9, 1967

one can now see that whatever the other
courage to face the
and Masani, Harekrushna
out of the desperation of
are the unsung heroes of the

— s -



* ¢ bay Regional Unit organised several pro-
c;{:l:mﬂtt:;n oollrl'ect ﬂtsh, clothing and foodgrains and

5’
r

collected over Rs. 10,000/- for Bihar Famine Relief and
handed it over to the Sarvodaya Mandal.

Local Bodies Eleetions

\

'S [j;‘he Swatantra Party annexed eight out of nine seats
in the election to the Chachlana village in Jamkalyan-
pur Taluka. 14 of the 25 seats were captured by Fhle
Swatantra Party in the election to the Anand Munici-
pality. The remaining seats have gone t -fnde-
pendents. _

Six out of 9 seats in the Domda yitlage of Paddhari
Taluka have been won by Swatefitra members, the re-

g\

N &hough the virulence of the Gherao movement has
. somewhat abated, it is nevertheless present in various
parts of the country. The Swatantra Party’s opposi-
tion to the Gherao has been made amply clear by the
National Executive. (see July issue of Newsletter).
Since then several leaders of the Party have express
their views. j_,/'
Prof. N. G. Ranga said that Gheraos go-against the
fundamental rights of the people. They also prevented
people from exercising their rights and privileges to

discharge their responsilz%ih’és towards society.
Wiriting in Swarajya;”Rajaji described Gheraos as
unlawful and tho;a'tﬁy:]’mitﬁng it as members of an un-
lawful assembly. He added that “a blockade or en-
circlement or seige or gherao, whatever it might be
called whether of an office room or a whole factory,
whether of a public sector unit or of a private sector,
or of a school or college or class room or principal or

\ B\ Swatantra

"‘ @ane among political parties in the country, the
Swatantra Party has ifjposed upon itself certain self-

denying ordinances. I} has refused to enter the
S{tgmfﬁ;?ﬁ—m th® ground that, for
stirdents, studi ust cqme first and politics later.
Similarly, in trade ulion movement, the Party
realising that if the trade \un ovement is in the
doldrums today, it is so Decause the movement is
politically-oriented and not labour-oriented, decided
it would not join the race form political trade
unions but would encourage thé formation of indepen-
dent unions run by workers thergselves and free from
outside control. This self-imposed abstinence has
been misinterpreted in certain interested quarters as

n secured by Congress candidates.
In theMunicipal elections in Rosa Town area of
Shahjahanpur district in Uttar Pradesh Swatantra

_~tandidates secured four out of six seats.
i f eleven seats were annexed by Swatantra

candidates in the elections to the Jaswantnagar Town
Municipality of Etawah District of U.P. A Swatantra
Party member was elected Chairman of the Munici-
pality) &

Gherao

headmaster's room or.any other place where men law-
fully work is F;mg’fu] restraint, and a group of people
itti he offence is an unlawful assembly.” He

ry and exit and attended with no insult or annoy-
ance was picketing.

Rajaji warned that if the misconceptions about
Gheraos were not removed and physical blockades
were tolerated, industrial effort which even now was
pursued under difficult conditions would completely
collapse and all would suffer, workers as well as
managers and proprietors.

At a public meeting in Bombay, Mr. N. Dandeker
said that gherao was an organised attempt to establish
communist control over all vital nerve centres of
labour and to create a “receptive ground” for a possible

invasion by China with or without the collaboration
of Pakistan.

(o
and Labhour

Ve

1y
an indication of the fact that being & ‘capitalist’ Party,
the Swatantra Party is against Laboug, and hence has
.,}1(’11: entered the trade union movemen &
{',;_Eruf, P. ]. Shroff, Vice-President of the Bombay
“Unit of the Party has refuted the charge that the Party
is-auti-Labm-.r in a letter published in the Economic
Times of 17th June. Since many in our own ranks do
not;appear to have a clear concept of the Party’s labour
POZeY, we are reproducing below the text of his letter:

™ ‘Lﬁnlaceusation often levelled against the Swatantra
Party is that it is a party of rich men
and that it is anti-labour.

That this accusation is entirely false will be clear

10 &

and of employers



from the following declared aims and objectives of
the Party vis-a-vis labour:

1. The Swatantra Party recognises and accepts the
workers right to organise themselves in order to
improve the conditions of life and work.

9, The Party accepts that strong and responsible
trade unions managed by the workers themselves are
an integral part of a democratic industrial order. I't is
opposed to the intrusion of outsiders into trade: unions
who exploit the unions for their political ma:chmatmns
and make hard-working workers their cats’ paws for
their own purposes.

right to withdraw their labour.

4. The party _
work \ . anag industries, It is
anxious to see that a spirit of pdrtaership is developed
among all those engaged in groduction.

stands for closer 3
- :

nanacement 40|

5. The Party stands #or a good wage for a good
day’s work.

6. The Party
tutional rights

dvocates the restoration of the consti-
of the State employees and the public

L__;”i bour
sector employees to be placed under the same labou
laws as are applicable to the private sector. The Party

is opposed to the exploitation of workers by the
employers either in the public or the private sector.

7. It will be seen from the declared aims of the
Party vis-a-vis labour, that the Party is determined to
uphold and saféguard all legitimate interests of l.ajbour
so that lab6ur may play its role in increasing national
produgtfon and get its fair share in the increased
production.

8. The Swatantra Party has always raised its voice
against the licence-permit Congress raj, which leads to
the unholy alliance between some rich men and the
ruling Congress Party for the purpose of exploiting
the people by a system of controls and economic regi-
mentation.

The interests of the common man and labour are
identical. Both the common man and labour demand
a fair deal and both are entitled to it, and the Swatantra
Party being the party of the common man staunchly
stands for the rights of labour, The Party’s Charter of
Labour which is deliberately distorted by the Con-
gress and the Communist Party, will, no doubt, assure
labour that the Swatantra Party is their best frienp 2

DEBATE

ratic Party healthy debates on current

its Statement of Principles adopted

on the post-election
Readers will recall

enomenon of “floor crossing.”
t the National Executive of

issues act as a tonic and help in building up the Party’s

There are many issues that fall outside the scope of the fundamental principles of the

in August 1959 which are open for discussion.

of the “Newsletter” the Officiating General Secretary Mr. N. Dandeker dwelt at length

the Party at its meeting in May took a dim view of

the “patch work Coalitions®which had emerged as a result of such floor crossing.

We publish below the vi

s of Rajaji, Prof. Ranga and Mr. Masani. Readers are welcome to contribute

their views on the subject. The“contributions should not exceed 200 words and is confined to bonafide

Workers/Life Workers of the Par
sending in your contribution. \, 3
/ “\l -.\. f {
Floor Crossing — Two Views/ Lr )I . ‘T-:.‘\\
Rajaji A N
Writing in Swarajya of 5th August Bajaji\abseﬁ?ed:
“The immediate adverse reaction of good men o
individuals leaving one political party and joining
another is understandable. The motive is often selfish
and the disgust of people at such selfish defections is
natural. But bulk defections of party members is more
often based on misdemeanours of parties and party
leaders than on selfish interest. If party bosses, for
instance, systematically fill semi-official organisations
with their favourités and partisans, the resentment of
a large body of dissatisfied party members and of the

B

11

. affiliation should not deve]up into a
'should retain its elasticity.

. Kindly therefore give your Workers/Life Workers Card number when

public is quite natural. Freedom of movement from
one party to another is in a sense the essence of demo-
cracy. To take away this freedom would lead to a
greater evil than what we seek to remove, Politic:;l

2L caste system but
therwise there w

: : ould be
nowoom for change which, as Burke foresaw long ago
was necessary for conservation” :

N. G. l;\:ih\ga

: Prof. N. G\Ranga was of the view
00r is a demagratlc weapon in Indi

be used as a me
A fans to correct t
by the Congress, ;-

that crossing the
a and this should
monopoly enjoyed



Members elected to legislatures must have the free/

dom to choose the Party in which they would like
function because they were elected by the peopl
was, no doubt, a matter of honour that members s yed
with the parties from whose platform they fought the
election. Floor crossing should not be for p
private advantage. But the Congress had st
game.

The time had come in the present stat
democracy when a very large section of Zongressmen
should break away from the Congress/and make it
possible for a real polarisation of demgtratic parties.

M. K. Masani

ew Delhi on 27th

Addressing a public meeting in i
to foor crossing

July, 1967, Mr. Masani referri
observed: /

“There is this matter of dgfections of which our
press is full. It is undoubtedly a national disgrace. 1

NEWS FROM

ANDHRA %

?\ / A Telengan® Party Workers’ Conferénce was held
/in Hyderabad 18th june with-about a hundred
/' Workers. Prof. Rawga, inaugurating the Conference
referred to the new\land revenue proposals of the
Andhra Government and said that the Government
has no legal sanction to impose any land revenue on'the
peasant, He warned the Government that individual
satyagraha would be resorted\to if they tried to burden
the kisans with additional Lang Revenue proposals.
Problems relating to the affijrs of the Warangal
district unit were discussed in great detail, (LY
Resolutions on Land Revenue, Stamp Duty, Watan-
dars, Nizam Sagar project, Pochampala and sugar cane
prices were unanimously adopted. The Conference
was presided over by Mr. C. Latchanna.
In the State Legislature, the Swatantra Party emerg-
ed as the single largest Opposition Party in the last

/

am not against people changing their views, or even
their political party or label. That is a very l1ea!thy
things when it comes from within, when there is a

feeling that one no longer belongs to a particular

«chool of thought or that a particular party one h:lj
served is ceasing to play a positive role and one shou =
move on. Some very good people have: change
parties. Mr. Winston Churchill change-d his _party, I
did so too. But when people change their parties, they
do it for a very compelling reason of policy or princi-
ple. What we see today is not a change of party be-
cause your ideas have changed or the party has
deteriorated but a defection from one party to another
with a view to creating a situation where you or some-,
one close to you gets a job or becomes a M;'x.iister. All
the defections that have taken place since last
February, whether to the Congress Party or from the
Congress Party, have been motivated by this rather
dishonourable idea.” '-.‘ ik

STATE UNITS

General Elections displacing the two Communist
Parties. The position was further improved when,
with the permission of the Central Parliamentary
Board, the Swatantra Legislature Group joined hands
with the dissident Congress group to form a United
Democratic Front of 44 members with Mr. G.
Latchanna of our Party as its leader. The Speaker has
accorded recognition to this Group and Mr. Latchanna
has been recognised as the Official Leader of the
Opposition.

BOMBAY

Social work continues to take pride of place in the
activities of the Bombay branch. Whether it is a
question of rendering assistance to victims of a Rail
disaster or attending to the medical care of those
involved in unruly demonstrations, the Bombay Unit
has been the first on the scene.
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nd

ange
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We have come across an intere:sting circular pUth?:lf
to members of the Matunga Unit of the_ Party] w 1t0
ought to serve as a guide to primar)? units on how
work in a way that will attract attention. The Manfnlga
Unit's Circular gives an idea of the range of activity
of the Unit stretching from getting the pohc? aut]mrc:i-
ties to lay a pedestrian crossinlg _to collecting food,
money and clothing for famine victims.

r@he rala Unit has been doing steady work ever
simee their-Committee was re-organised.

In what can~he described as the first direct action
by the Kerala Unit-of the Party, on May 8, abouf: 40
volunteers of the Party_led 500 small planters in a
procession through the streets of Kottayam culminating
at the oﬂ‘ﬁf of the Centra .
Kﬁttaya? efore they could reach their destination,
a party BF policemen, with a police van were ready to
receive them. The Sub-Inspector was curious to know
why the Swatantra Party had chosen an out-of-the-way
place like the Income Tax office for picketing. It was
explained to him that both the Rubber Board and the
State Govermment supported the agriculturists and that
it was the Central Government which was standing in
the way. That is why they had chosen a Central
Government office. The Sub-Inspector not knowing
what to do since the picketing was very peaceful, left
to consult his superiors. He returned soon and

obviously the instructions were to jail them. Produced.

before the Magistrate, they pleaded guilty to the

charge of picketing and were sentenced to a fine of

Rs. 25.00 gr in default, simple imprisonment for seven

sted the prison sentence.

& (On 30th Julythe Kerala State Committee decided
to do something to bring pressure on the Governmen
to accept the Swatantra Party’s Food programme) I
was decided that a five-man Jatha should start from the
constituency of the Food Minister on the 9th and
reach Trivandrum—300 miles away—on September 2.
Another Jatha was to start from Kasargode and join
the main Jatha at Kottayam on 27th August.

According to the latest report from Kerala, the
Jathas are now on their way. They were launched on
June 22 when a Food Convention was held in Kottayam
presided over by Mr. K. K. Kuruvilla, a member of
the National Executive.

Convention resolved to organise groups of
zers in every village to mobilise public opinion
in favoursof the suggestion of the Convention{The
suggestions in the resolution were the
abolition of paddy levy, and the restoration of the
open market besides>stopping of rice rations to the

higher income gTOlIEL) E"\\
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e Central Office in coopegation with the Orissa
lgijt]of the Party conductgd”a very su(.:cessful Stucll1y
Camp between the 22 nd 30th July in Bhubanesh-
war. The subjects cpvéred by the Study Can?p ranged
from the philosgpfly of political parties, foreign
and defenceolicy to organisational matte 11
Party bistory, ideology, and problems~“of political
democracyy (

Among those who lectured
Mr. N. Ghosh, Mr. H. Reh
Mr. Raj Vallabh Mishra,

the trainees were
, Prof. K. C. Lalwani,
" Harihar Das, Mr. Harihar
Patel and Mr. Karunakaf Das. The Camp was directed
by Mr. C. R, Irani of Calcutta.

The day for the trainees began at 5:30 a.m. and
ended at 9:30 pm. with a three-hour break in the after-
noon for lunth and rest.

PUNJARB

(3 meeting of the State Ad Hoc Committee on May/

14, demanded the removal of the single State ‘,Pﬁﬁd
Zone system which it said had harmed thiﬁpﬁﬂucers.
It also criticised State Trading in food graifis as calcu-
lated to convert the grower’s profit into the Govern-
ment’s gain. The meeting was also critical of the
great delay in the announcemept of wheat prices by
the State Government and expressed the opinion that
the rates fixed by the Government did not provide
enough incentive to the growers.

The newly appointed Ad-Hoc Committee at its next
meeting devoted itsattention to organisational matters.
A decision has tdken to expedite enrolment with a
view to setting”up primary units in as many constit-
uencies as po'ssiblg i3

According to reports received by this office in the

middle of June, the campaign for enrolment w

W . as
proceeding satisfactorily,

RAJASTHAN

L&l]e State Committee of the

Party met i :
Ist August. After atteirdin L elmunon
]- T L ._-"

t-:_a_t_h_e_hl.:gpesslaf the im-
pending P ‘ }? Committee discussed poli-
i _{1 ot ¢ controversy raised about
1¢ leadership of the Opposition in the State Assembly
the State Committee condemned attempts ésen.«]?)
i.;.]l.zh ntCET'nimjriy and stated that “in ::c-cordange i:::;:
e established Parliaments ices
the largest Party in the O]I:plztig;ﬁiu;l?: il
as a leader of the Opposition and- :
should not be made controversial.”
Cmt?menh'ng on the defection of Swat
lators in the State Assembly the State ;
ted the following resolution; 2

ays recognised
as such this issue

antra Legis-
Committee adop- I
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( “The State Executive stron, the recent
tions of certain Swa to the Cong-
ress Legislature Party. i ount to a fraud
on the electorate underminey’ democracy. The
Executive directs e Party to mobilise
public opinion gainst this condemnable act of these
legislators.
h The Exe t, as far as possible, only
those workers of the Party, who have been its members
since #long period, should, in future, be set up as the

Party’s candidates at electionsy

On the abolition of Privy Purses the State Committee
expressed the opinion that “thé Government of India
should honour its commitment in order that the people
might have faith in the Government. The Government
nnot unilaterally abrogate the agreements entered
to with the former rulers.

ortunes of our UP unit. J

(I-\)r. Akhtar Ali Khan, who was Minister in the
Simyukta Vidhayak Dal cabidet as the Swatantra
Party’s nominee, along with fhree others, threatened
to resign from the Party jf protest aginst what he
called the “pro-Israel” policy of the Party] (&

The explanationh that the Party as stch had not
taken sides on the issue however did not appear to
have satisfied Mr. Akhtar Ali Khan. Anyway, this has
resulted in the depletion of our legislative strength.

Although, we are a constituent of the SVD Govern-
ment, the State Unit of the Party has on more than
one occasion made it clear to the SVD Government
that its continued support will depend on the adherence
of Government’s policies to the common agreed pro-
gramme. For example, the UP unit had to protest
over the promulgation by the UP Government of the
Rabi Food Grain Order, which had not taken into
consideration the varied agricultural conditions pre-
vailing throughout the State.

The State Unit had therefore to ask the Party’s
workers to dissociate themselves from the Govern-
ment’s procurement drive. Fortunately the UP Govern-
ment as a result of our protest made many modifications
in its original order which made it possible for us to

extend support. In this connection, the President of the
UP unit has in a statement clarified the reason why
the Swatantra Party which is opposed to compulsory
procurement in any form has in UP supported the
measure. He also took the opportunity to warn the
SVD Covernment against any attempt to introduce
State Trading in Foodgrains. He said: “The Food
Minister, Mr. Jharkhande Rai (of the CPI), has been
saying for sometime that the runaway prices of food-
grains cannot be brought under control unless the
Government resort to State trading in food grains. It
seems, as a first step towards State Trading, the Gove!'n—
ment intend to enter the market as a monopoly
purchaser directly from the cultivators.

“State trading is not a part of the SVD common pro-
gramme and any attempt to introduce it in the guise of
monopoly purchase would be resisted by the Swatantra
Party. 3

“The Swatantra Party had agreed to the procure-
ment of rabi food grains on account of abnormal
conditions prevailing then. Even if the conditions of
scarcity continue, procurement will have to be strictly
in accordance with the principles laid down in the
common programme of the SVD. The Swatantra Party
will strongly oppose any procurement move of the
Government if it is done in an arbitrary manner,

“In normal times, we are opposed to compulsory
procurement. But in the present abnormal conditions,
we have accepted it as a temporary measure. In the
common programme of the Samyukta Vidhayak Dal
to which the Swatantra Party in UP is committed, three
guiding principles of procurement have been laid
down viz.

1) Procurement will be resorted to only when the
price level of foodgrains rises above a specified limit. -

2) That it will be done only at parity prices, and

3) That the producer will always be left with enough
stock to meet his family’s and agricultural needs,

It was the violation of the third point in the original
procurement order of the UP Government that led

our unit to protest and refuse to cooperate till the
violation had been rectified.

Post-Election
The People Have Won
The Missed Opportunity
(The Central Budget 1967-68)

~  N. Dandeke
Our Defence Preparedness — N. Da:tlik;: e
The People Are Sovereign - Piloo Mody gg .
_ : Al Maod p. f
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kU( The 21st Principle of the Swatantra Party
: e

The criticism runs somewhat like t!115= How Clartlh:
national party which aspires to acquire Ptz:te:l;tion 1
The conflict between individual conscience and_ ;he Oa b ﬂc@?ﬁm@% >
requirements of Party discipline has Oftef‘ led either problems, such as the OfﬁCl:s'l an}_:l’.u g 2
to the disruption of political parties or t0_1l:s membe_rs It is all very well to ta]q_: such ap i
ing li thy to policies with which they dis- p is in opposition. But if it were in power ca
paying lip sympatny poiic i arty is in opp : i e S 1o
agree but do not have the courage of conviction 0 .4 taking a stand? In which cas oo s e
express their dissent openly for fear of being E'ﬂ.wr its Members in Parliament to exercise the
isolated in the Party or evicted from it. ﬂae latter being 3. =» . o >,
particularly true in the case of a party in power. The last question is really F}]E m(f,St importan s
The agitation for linguistic States is an example. . ancwer to it is an emphatic “Yes”. When in office,
While certain opposition parties almost broke up on 4 o Party will necessarily have to take alstand on many l
this issue, the ruling Congress Party was internally important issues on which no clear guzdancells to be
weakened since its members, even while disagreeing 1,4 in the first 20 Principles. But whether in Oﬁilce
~*~  with one another, were averse to expressing their views . . i, Qpposition, the Swatantra Party assures its
openly for fear of losing the loaves and fishes of ofﬁc_e. members the freedom of expression contained in theé
The Swatantra Party had an opportunity to gain o7 principle. If the Swatantra Party were in power
from the experience of others and therefore its Found- and the language issue came up before Parliament,
ing Fathers very wisely realised that in a country S0 “yery member will have the right and will be allowed
large as India, with such a variety of communities, ., oypres his opinion freely on the floor of the House
customs and languages, it was not only wishful think- | . 4. o 16 the dictates of his conscience. No attem
ing but undemocratic to enforce a monolithic unifor- will be made to gag him. And the policy on language
mity of views among its members on every subject ij,a¢ will emerge will not be the Party’s policy but
under the sun. Parliament’s policy and thus a National Policy. This
ﬁ Vhen the Preparatory Convention of the Party met ;¢ wenyine democracy. Swatantra Government as the
1

nBombay on August 1 and 2, 1959, it laid down a set ;) et of the National Will through Parliament l
of 20 principles which constituted the Party’s funda- (o implement the policy faithfully.

mental philosophy. Anyone who agreed with these Will not such a policy hamper the growth of a

principles was welcome to join the Party. These 20 disciplined party? Will it not destroy its solidarity? Not
principles, mainly economic in character, were the

at all. On the contrary, well defined loyalty confined t
raison d’etre of the Party. These were inviolable, Every 4 " Tary yalty ed to

Dear Friend:

al0:an ¢ ideologigal pecessities has actually helped to strengthen |
member 0 the Swatantra Party had to subscribe and 3,0 Part?‘(i;}lgrke_ﬂave been ncca;’;ons in the past %vhen '
was 1;1&0[131"33“)’_ com_rmt]t.'ed MMS even the mitional leadership has differed on issues like |
P~ 3%%“”%%%1 p e €t Prohibition, Birth Control, Language, Punjabi Suba | (/
a & Ith any one of these principles, he had no gt A1l these issues fall outside the Fundamental & .
& business to be in the Party.

Principles of the Party. The national leadership agree |
to disagree among themselves and carry on with the |
business of the Party which is to protect individual |
'l__ih_erty, '_o_ppos__e Statism_and_prescribe the kind of k\
“The Swatantra Party holds that democracy is best f;g;:;?};_mlmes which will lead the L
scr.t;ed' if every political party allows freedom of | " This Newsletter itself carries two issues in th
opinion to its members on all matters outside the | ficlds of “domestie and foreign ﬁma‘e?{ —\i'.]‘-'cif'iirﬂdlﬁ
Ffmdamenm! Principles of the Party. It, therefore, T:L-_fl_d-é'r;ﬁ'i_f; E;{iféésésﬂaf\':éfééhl”{-ilc{\'_em\-.:i_'i_ th_(;-_ar:t
gives its members full liberty on all questions not | election phenomenon of ﬂéo:’*'c’ro'siilig'k' and the conflict
fgﬁmgb within the scope of the Principles stated in West Asia. Neither of those issues 1s covered by the
above. 1 ?’rinciﬁliés_(jf the Party. The differences have in no way
Ire a Paviole . % 3
Thj.s 'is i rle\"“-‘imc(’-lﬂt in the wurking of India’s party i'::ln);‘:“(ﬁ:}::'lé dll)-it,yb l"‘!'-r,\" {W'.S‘r:.l";m*l‘gh A3 U? 'Legls:
; politics. And like all new concepts it has been misinter- slmld‘tlm\-'l!ik d l‘-‘-%] 5)%1\;““ e dem'] g poter
J preted as an attempt to dodge or es ; s o e
definite stand on “inconvenient”

Having thus prescribed the limits of ideological
loyalty, the Convention went on to inscribé the 21st
Principle which stated:

SRR T
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‘313‘3 taking a  resign leading one to suspect that the real reasons for

the resignation must be sought elsewhere,
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truly democratic alternative with definite

4 I S L7 1 t f
o B | a;;l\ Convinced that the 21st Principle is a salutary pionen nhic:h do not get side-tracked by emotional

novation in Indian politics. The Common Progr
evolved by United Front Governments are in fa t an
I| extention of the Swatantra Party’s 21st Principle to

amme~ Objectives w

issues which though appearing important at any given
moment do not really have a fundamental relevance

towards the development of a prosperous society.

cover the requirements of a multi-party “Coalition”
government. 74

The 21st Principle is the ideal compromise which
preserves individual liberty without sacrificing Party
discipline. It is also an honest; open compromise. Far
from being an escapist jpltiﬁon it promotes the deve-

Jai Swatantra
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Swatantra Publications

The Central Office of the Swatantra Party publishes two journals —
SwaTaANTRA IN PaRiiamenNT and SwartantRa NEWsSLETTER as also various
pamphlets on important national topics from time to time. Hitherto, the journals

. were sent free as also the pamphlets although the latter are nominally priced.

While we would have liked to continue doing so, the high cost of printing
compels us to charge our readers even nominally and recover a part of the cost
of printing.

> Therefore, we now introduce a subscription scheme beginning with October
1967, whereby all those who pay a sum of Rs. 10/- per annum will receive copies
of the two journals as also the publications that are put out by the Central Office
for a period of one year. -

In this issue, you will find a self-addressed card. If you are interested in
receiving regularly our literature, please fill in the Card and return it to us.

You.r coopf{ration in this matter will ensure that there is no reduction in the
production of literature published’by the Central Office.

- 5t -~
II’iease also read all aboutdur special introductory offer on the card attached
to this issue of the Newsletter.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
! Swatantra Party — Central Office

(For Private Circulation )
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