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The Third National Convention held on February

1 and 2 was significant in more ways than one. F.'rf)m

A the point of view of Party organisation, the decision

l of the Convention to transform the Party from a mass
0 a cadre party is a far-reaching one. [

: Wrteen . resolutions=-adopted Tt merely
reiterated the Party’s stand on various issues of im-
port but provide positive guidelines on the road t_he
country should take if it is to achieve prosperity
through freedom.

The organisation of the Convention was itself a
model of efficiency coupled with economy and
simplicity, eschewing needless money-consuming
paraphernalia. While hardly anyone ever misses an
opportunity to emphasise the need for economising
under conditions of a National Emergency, the
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Meetings of Committees

* The Convention was preceded by meetings of the
Party’s Organisation , Sub-Committee, the Central
Organising Committee and the General Council.

Organisation Sub-Committee

Meeting first on January 30, the Organisation Sub-

Committee dealt essentially with M

matters.
f.Central Organising Committee

o

-

-

The Central Organising Committee met on January
30 and 31 and again on February 3 after the Con-
vention.

The Committee discussed at length the draft Reso-
lutions that were to be placed before the General
Council and the National Convention.

\ The resignation of Shri Kamakhya Narain Singh of
b, . Ii:{mgarl rom the Vice-prés_idents]lip and member-
ship of the Organisation Sub-Committee was accept-
ed. The Committee unanimously approved the nomi-
nation of Prof. M, Ruthnaswamy and Smt. Gayatri

Devi of Jaipur as Vice-Presidents of the Party. :

_Smt. Gayatri Devi M.P, and Mr. Bhanu Pratap

Singh M.LA., President of the U.P. Unit. were

coopted to the Central Organising Committec.‘

To express uncompromising opposition to the Gon-
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Swatantra Party’s 111 National Convention translated
this pious sentiment into reality. It was in short a
pioneering effort which it is hoped will convince
thase who feel that Conventions can never hope to

“live up to their name unless the proceedings are

under a Shamiana and are preceded by lo; ro-
cessions, that such functions can_egually if no

serTE e PUTrposT 1t such clements_are g

public in another month, the full
text of the various resolutions adopted as well as the
amendments to the Party’s Constitution which involve

the revision of clauses 4 and 5 and an amendment to

clause 6 are included in “this Newsletter

(Annexure A ).

stitution (17th Amendment Bill), it was decided to
help in organising a Kisan Sammelan in New Delhi.
This Kisan Sammelan and demonstration will be held
on March 30.

The General Council

Meeting on January 31 and February 1, the General
Council largely concerned itself with discussing and
finalising the various draft Resolutions to be placed
before the Convention. It was the General Counncil
which, by a majority of 47 votes to 6 decided to trans-
form the Party into an active members’ Party. The
Council also finalised the amendments to the
Constitution to be placed before the Convention.

The Rajasthan Victories

The New Year has begun well for the Rajasthan
unit of the Party,

In a remarkable show of public confidence, the
Purt}fs candidates made their debut in Municipal
<lactions by sweeping the polls in the elections to ti';e
Jaipur Municipality, securing 30 out of 43 seats.
Similarly, in the municipalities of Dungarpur (11 out
of 12), Abai, Newai, Chaksu, Nadbai and Bandikui
the Party secured majorities.

Congressmen enacted the subterfuge of not fight-



¥ but as “pro-Congress independents.”
‘?“lfkasstl;aa::yg;;:enwa; mo$ to as the Congress l:.va;
afraid of losing face if the Party got routed, whic

d anticipated.

Pel'l'%aalis thth::u?:ess = thg municipal elections was m:
flash in the pan was evident from the “th’fyl a
Mahuwa. Bitterly contested, this Atssembly the o
tion was mecessitated by the unseating of the sitting
Jan Sangh member by an Election Tribunal. The Swg-
tantra candidate, Mr. Mandhata Singh, defeated his
Congress rival, Mr. Shiv Charan Singh, bY_ a majority
of 2,571 votes. Incidentally, it was an election petition
by the now twice defeated Congressman that
resulted in the unseating of the Jan Sangh member
and the need for this by-election.

Press comments on this by-electiOn make interest-
ing reading.

The Statesman of February 11 wrote: “The Mabhuwa
* result is a danger signal to the Congress in Rajasthan.
Both the Congress and Swatantra parties regarded it
as a test fight. That was why so many Ministers and
senior State Congress leaders took charge of organis-
ing the campaign in the constituency and were presen
at various polling stations.

“Realising the danger to their existence, rival
Congress groups had joined hands to fight the threat
to their party by Maharani Gayatri Devi’s leadership
of the Swatantra Party in Rajasthan.

Reported the Times of India in its issue of

February 11: “The ruling Party hoped to make use
of the by-election for stemming the pro-Swatantra
tide that was evident during the recent civic elec-
tions. In the process the ruling party faced the oppo-
sition unitedly. Congressmen belonging to the rival
groups campaigned unitedly for the party nominee
under the overall direction of Mr. Kumbha Ram
AI}'RI"
The Indian Express also of February 11 observed:
“Political observers commenting on the election
result said that the Congress defeat would not only
affect the rest of the three by-elections to be fought
during the year, but would also have a considerable
impact on the next general elections.

“The Congress had made the Mahuwa by-election
a prestige issue. For that purpose the constituency
was divided into nine sectors by the organisers of the
Congress election campaign.

“Five Ministers, three former Ministers, three
Deputy Ministers and the Pradesh Congress President
were responsible for the campaign in these sectors.

“The Chief Minister, Mr. Mohan Lal Sukhadia, had
gone there thrice, Hundreds of Congress volunteers
wexe also engaged from the adjoining districts,
s e, Syt arty, tho Ml of Jupr
Devi frite. Diiri ‘im?!-’ once and Maharani Gayatri
Maharani visit n& her second tour for two days, the
: ited practically every village and hamlet
in the remotest areas of the constituency appeali
to the ele W ppealing

ctorate to vote for her Party.

(P 1
The following day, the Indian Express once agaut
referred to the Mahuwa campaign under the heﬁ; e

“One More Defeat”. Among other things, it said:
“The polling percentage of 66.47 per cent shows that
the by-election aroused keen interest. This was also
obvious from the sustained campaigning by supporters
of the victor and the vanquished. The Jan Sangh did
not put up a candidate; having presumably learnt a
lesson during the Jaipur civic elections. '

Reporting on an “inquest” by Congress Jeaders into
the Mahuwa reverse, the Times of India of February
12 carried an admission by Chief Minister Sukhadia
that “the difficulties experienced by farmers as
a result of consolidation operations, alleged excesses
by patwaris in the collection of small savings and
corruption in the services were used by the opposition
to swing the vote in its favour.”

Electoral Understandings / .

n February 8, the Indian Express and the Times
of India carried reports of a statement in Delhi by
Jan Sangh leader, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, holding
out hopes of a merger of the Swatantra Party and
the Jan Sangh. ile the General Secretary wrote
to tHeTWo dailies correcting any wrong impressions
that might arise as a result of this report, Rajaji also
clariied the Party’s position in the course of an
interview to the Indian Express in Madras that same
day. Said Rajaji: “The Swatantra Party has considered
the whole position on_this subject at the recgnt
Bangalore convention, and a resolution has been
passed which puts the matter in clear terms. (for full
resolution see Annexure A — Resolution on
toral Understandings )
‘We greatly appreciate the desire of the Jan Sangh
eader that we should work for a merger of the two
parties into one strong, anti-Statist party opposing
the Congress’ pseudo-socialist policies. We have
found however, that, so far, leaders have not found
it possible to induce the party members to forget the
separate image of their own party and give priority
the main economic objective: =
Ve have, therefore, contented ourselves at present
with the goal of combined action during all elections
to give no room for triangular conflicts which give
an advantage to the Congress to win seats on a

inority vote,
f “The Swatantra Party has a very clear-cut ideology
and policies based on it. We must strengthen the
Swatantra  Party and continue to gather enough
power to impress our image on the nation. It is only
ﬂlf we succeed in this that we can hope to defeat the
Congress. It is necessary for the Swatantra Party to
grow strong even to bring about a good and power-
ful merger with the Jan Sangh.
Even a merger can be of two sorts: One. a com-
plektefusion in name, form and membership; the
2
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other, a combination on a kind of federal basis. A:Il
this will be relevant only if we progress further in
the direction of agreement.” i

The General Secretary, Mr. Masani, 1n the course
of his letter to the Indian Express of the same date,
stated: “In your issue of February 8 you carry a
message under the heading Jan Sangh-Swatantra
Merger Plan Afoot”™ which is likely to cause some
misunderstanding, =8

“At its recent National Convention in Bangalo‘rc
the Swatantra Party, having “taken note of t‘he dis-
appointing response from other parties in_clndmg the
Jan Sangh, to its efforts to develop a national demo-

cratic front of all opposition parties except the Com- -

munists, decided to abandon these efforts and to
content itself with continuing to work for the more
Jimited objective of evolving electoral understandings
with these parties at by-elections and for the next
General Elections.

“The Convention also called upon members of the
Party to concentrate on the job of building up its
own organisation.

“There is therefore no question of ‘talks for the
merger of the Swatantra Party with the Jan Sangh
being carried on at the central and stalteys’ as
stated in the news item in question.” -
-ﬂ_.::';_.‘:-’_'. e
=

The Bandaranaike Lette{ 3%

The cat was out of the bag when Mr. Masani read
out to delegates gathered at the Bangalore Conven-
tion the contents of a letter written by Madame
Bandaranaike to Chou En-lai on March 7, 1963.
It corroborated reports published by two correspon-
dents of the Times of India, Mr. K. C. Khanna from
Cairo (May 3, 1963) and My, Sudhakar Bhat from
Hongkong (November 11, 1963) of a secret assurance
given by Prime Minister Nehru to Chou En-lai
through the medium of Madame Bandaranaike that

Indian troops would not move back to the McMahon
Line.

A Congress of “Socialists”?

The (_)n'_ssa Executive of our Party meeting at
Bhawaplpatnn on January 12 unanimously adopted a
resolution attacking the Orissa Government for

BOMBAY

Three public meetings were held in the months of

Dece_mbe.r and January. The speakers at the frst
meeting on December 8 were Dr. (Mrs.) Shantabai
Gulabchand who spoke on the Constitution (17th

———

“massive misuse of administrative powers and the
State’s resources” in connection with the holding of
the Congress session at Bhubaneshwar. iy

The resolution added that these “improprieties
“contradicted the loved professions of socialism and
democracy made by the Congress Party. "I'he. resolu-
tion alleged that over 100 jeeps belonging to Pan-
chayat Samitis and Zilla Parishads and other jeeps in
the service of government departments were utilised
for the Congress session.

A Sporting Offer

Mr. Bhailalbhai Patel, President of the Gujarat unit
of the Party and Leader of the Opposition in the
State Assembly, while addressing a public meeting at
Rajkot on January 19 offered to undertake the Rs. 100
crore multi-purpose Narmada project and complete
it in eight years.

Bhaikaka, who is also an engineer of repute, said
he would be responsible for raising the mnecessary -
funds and forming a corporation to execute the pro-
ject if the work was entrusted to him.

He added that the Narmada could irrigate 50 lakh

- acres of land in Gujarat and reclaim 7 lakh acres of

saline land in the Rann of Kutch, and its water could
be taken up to Kandla Port.

Rajaji & Malaysia

In a message to Indian settlers in Malaysia sent
through the TFamil Arasu Kazhagam leader, Shri
Sivagnani Gramani, now touring that country, Rajaji
bhas deseribed Tunku Abdul Rahman as an “enlighten-
ed democrat”. He has exhorted Indians to extend
their support to Tunku’s Government.

Rajaji is also reported to have advised Malaysian
Indians to strengthen the armed forces of the country
and defend their ‘adopted land’ as they would defend
their own country ‘when it is threatened with
aggression.’

In a letter from Singapore, Shri Gramani is under-
stood to have written to Rajaji that wherever he has
come into contact with Malaysian citizens of Indian

origin, he has been telling then of Rajaji’s piece of
good advice’,

NEWS FROM STATE PARTIES

Amendment) Bill and Prof. P. J. Shroff on the Tnami
& Special Tenure Abolition Bill of the Mah:\ra:ﬁ;:
Gove.mment’. Mr. Fred Fernandes presided over this
meeting held at Santa Cruz,

The other public meeting in December was at the
Cama Hall on the 17th. The subject was ‘Impact of



the Inami and Special Tenure Abolition Bl;lhrog
religious and other public charities.. Prof. P. ]. t_ﬂ
presided. Among others who addressed the meeting
were Mr. H. D. Banaji, Mr. R. A. Gagrat, Dr. V. R.
Pandit, Dr. (Mrs.) Shantabai Gulabchand and Mr.
Arthur Menezes.

On January 30, the third meeting, also at th(j, Cama
Hall, was addressed by Mr. Rajmohan Gandhi under
the presidentship of Prof. P. J. Shroff. s

Rajaji’s 85th birthday was observed at a meeting
held on Sunday, December 9, under the presidentship
of Dr. (Mrs.) Shantabai Gulabchand.

The Swatantra Cultural League of the Bandra
Unit organised a competition. In keeping with the
festive spirit of Christmas, the competition aimed at
awarding a reward to those members who were able
to bring out attractive versions of the Party’s symbol,
the Star.

Group meetings of workers were held at Gandhi
Nagar, Khar Nagar and Worli. /

{Prof. Ranga addressed a Party workers’ meeting on
January 22.7 ‘

Mr. R. V. Murthy spoke to party workers on January
23 on his impressions of a tour of the United States:

Republic Day was observed with a flag hoisting
ceremony at the Party office. Dr. (Mrs.) Shantabai
Gulabchand hoisted the National Flag. Elsewhere in
the city the Party’s culture groups organised sports

petitions.
{ To look into the grievances and difficulties of the
student fraternity, a Parents’ Association was formed
with the initiative of our Party workers at Bandra.

‘A Seva Sangh Unit was inaugurated at Khar by
Mr. Piloo Mody. On that occasion public convenience
units built on the initiative of our Party workers were
thrown open for public use:) 0\

The disturbances at Jogeshwari and Majaswadi
saw members of our Party visiting the affected areas

and doing their bit to soothe the ruffled feelings of
the inhabitants. "

=1
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DELHL

Agitation against the 17th Amendment continues
to occupy the activities of the Delhi Unit. Several
meetings of a Sub-Committee set up to organise such

?:i] i]::;negaign took place alongside with visits to the
surr: i i i i

Lo vy ounding Delhi and meetings with

{Workers’ meetings at Anand P

4] ; arbat and Kishan

G-’lnj hcld on 26!]] and 27“1 ]anuury rcgpecﬁ\'(_\]v rel-

sulted in the settin
thing up_of committees, Vari
bearers were nominated, el Ly
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MADHYA PRADESH '
Indore observed Rajaji's birthday on December 8,

1963. Young men spoke from the Party’s platform on
jaji’'s mission. .

Raf]lnsle?;ing held at Vidisha to protest against the

17th Amendmens adopted unanimously a resolution
emanding the withdrawal of the Bill.

MADRAS

The Madras district unit organised on the occasion
of Rajaji’s birthday a Rajaji Jayanti .W'eek. The Week
got off to a good start with a public meeting where
prominent citizens paid tributes to the Party's founder.
Special pujas were performed in over 200 temples
and prayers offered in churches and mosques on
December 8. That day over 5,000 poor people were
fed.

Eight public meetings were held during the Week.
The President and General Secretary of the State
unit were among those who addressed these meetings.
(Three more Constituency Committees have come
into being at Egmore, Triplicane and Perambur. ¢

(A Swatantra Youth Front was inaugurated at
Chidambaram on January 10. State General Secretary
S. §. Mariswamy and South Arcot District unit
President, Dr. V. Krishnamurthy were among those
spoke on the occasion.

Office bearers for the Chidambaram Constitutency
Committee were nominated at a meeting held for
that purpose.

This meeting decided to convene a political con-
ference for the district by March this year)

A
PUNJAB :

As in Delhi so in the Punjab, Party activity centred
around organising opposition to the 17th Amendment

Bill. Joint meetings of certain opposition parties in

the State were held. The State Unit presented oral
evidence before the Select Committee on January 24

A rural conference held at Taran Taran in Amritsar
district, was attended by Prof. Ranga and Thakur
Yashpal Singh M. P. among others. Despite poor
health, the State President, Jathedar Udham Singhiji
Nagoke took great pains in ensuring the success of
tI‘ps ‘conference through an extensive tour of the
district for maximum participation by the peasants of
that district. A resolution passed at this Conference
unanimously denounced the Bill and demanded its
withdrawal, .

Meanwhile the Party continues to take active part
along with other democratic groups in the State in

;igltahng’. for the removal of corrupt elements from
the administration.
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TEXT OF RESOLUTIONS

Adopted at the Third National Convention, Bangalore
on February 1 & 2, 1964

CONDOLENCE,

1. This National Convention of the Swatantra Party
records its deep sorrow at the passing away of Dr.
Rajendra Prasad, free India’s first President, at a
critical. moment in the nation’s history. His was a life
of dedication in the service of the country and to the
values cherished by all free men. His unostentatious
grace, his utter simplicity, his charity of outlook and
his broad humanity are ineffaceable by death and
rémain to inspire us.

Death has claimed the lives of two members of the
party’s Central Organizing Committee and two of its
Members of Parliament.

In the death of Sardar Bahadur Lal Singh last
December, the Swatantra Party and the peasantry of
India suffered an irreparable loss. As President of the
All India Agriculturists’ Federation, it was Sardar
Bahadur Lal Singh'’s efforts which, in a large measure,
were responsible for the founding of the party. A
stout champion of the peasants, he was till the end
concerned over their welfare.

Raja Kalyan Singh of Bhinai passed away in April,
1962. The establishment of the party in Rajasthan
was, in no small measure, a result of his pioneering
efforts. Fate decreed that he should not live to see
his efforts bear fruit.

Mr. H. K. Baria, M.P. suddenly passed away less
than a year after his election to the Lok Sabha from
Dohad in Gujarat, a Tribal Constituency.

Death also claimed an associate member of the
party group in the Lok Sabha, Mr. Muthuramalinga
Thevar, M.P., eminent leader of Tamil Nad and
President of the Forward Bloc. Returned to Parlia-
ment in the last General Elections, Mr. Thevar cam-
paigned from his sick bed.

This National Convention is deeply grieved at the
loss of these stalwarts and conveys its sense of sorrow
to their bereaved families. ?

2. With the rest of the civilized world this Con-
vention records its sense of deep grief at the loss to
the cause of peace in the world by the assassination
of President Kennedy of the United States of America.

Moved from the Chair (Mr. N. G. Ranga).

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND DEFENCE

1. -TI.-.L- Swatantra Party records with pride the
patriotic upsurge among the Indian people in the face
of the Chinese Communist attack and pays its L’;Tilh:fl.ll
tribute to the members of the armed forces who bat-
tled with the invader under extremelyv difficult e:'tIm-

ditions, The military reverses sustained by India and
the national humiliation involved in the acceptance
of the Chinese unilateral ceasefire and the Colombo
proposals are the result of many years of wrong poli-
cies in the realm of international relations and
defence.

9. Among the most tragic and disastrous of these
mistaken policies was the concept of ‘non-alignment’
and the double standards of judgment to which it
led; the persisté of Communist China;
the cold-shouldering of our neighbours in South and
South-East Asia. The betrayal of Tibet to Chinese
Communist imperialism in 1950, the infamous vote
in the U.N. in support of Soviet Russia in the sup-
pression of the Hungarian revolution in 1956 and the
continued refusat—toTave diplomatic relations with
Israel, are all illustrations of these double standards.

3. As far back as March 1960, the Swatantra Party
had urged that a firm and vigilant policy should be
followed in dealing with Chinese Communist impe-
rialism. It had then been pointed out that when our
territorial integrity had been violated and our soil
occupied by a Communist Power, the policy of non-
alignment had lost its meaning and our policies need-
ed to be reviewed. Among the measures then urged
for the strengthening of the country’s security stress
was laid on collaboration with the countries of South
and South-East Asia, with a view to concerted meas-
ures for the security of the region; vigilance against
infiltration and Fifth Column activities; and the
importance of keeping the Armed Services free from
political influence and manipulation. Unfortunately
this advice was ignored.

4. The party is convinced that if right policies had
been followed, the Chinese Communist invasion of
india and the humiliating military defeat sustained
by us could have been avoided.

5. The Swatantra party notes that the disastrous
fundamental policies of non-alignment and appease-
ment still continue, with the result that India has lost

considerable prestige amongst its neighbours and in
the world and that, instead of the Chinese Commun-
ist regime being isolated, it is India that is in danger
of finding herself in that situation,

6. The Swatantra party is convinced that so long
as this Government, with the dead hand of past poli-
cies lying heavily on it, continues in office. there can
be no hope of a solution of the problem of recover-

mg our lost territory or of ensuring the country’s
future security. y ‘



|

Js upon the people of India to
et the possibility of further
the claims of Com-

7. The party !
maintain vigilance against
appeasement and capitulation to
munist China.

Mover: Sir H. P. Mody.

Seconder: Maharani Gayatri Devi, M.P.

TERMINATION OF EMERGENCY

The Third National Convention of the Swatantra
Party is of the opinion that there is no justification
for the continuance of the Emergency and demands
the immediate withdrawal of the declaration of the
state of emergency, the repeal of the Defence of
India Act, and the restoration of the Fundamental
Rights of citizens suppressed under the provisions of
that Act.

Mover: Mr. P. K. Deo, M.P.
Seconder: Jathedar Udham Singh Nagoke

ELECTORAL REFORM

The Swatantra Party is of the view that a reform
of the electoral system has become necessary as a
result of the experience so far gained, the coming to
light of many abuses, the exorbitant cost of elections
ruling out the possibility of success of individuals and
groups without considerable financial resources, the
abuse of authority by those in office in high position
and the composition of Parliament and Legislative
Assemblies failing to reflect correctly the popular will,
as a result of which the country is being subjected
to a minority government at the Centre and in almost
all the States.

The party, therefore, suggests the appointment by
the President of the Republic of a Commission to
examine the working of elections to Parliament and
State Assemblies with a view to ascertaining methods
of securing clean elections free from abuses and ille-
gitimate advantages taken by the party in office, the
reduction of election expenses by measures such as
the preparation by Government of voters’ slips or
cards and the provision of mobile polling booths, the
elimination of administrative interference and partia-
lity, the question of holding Union and State elections
at separate times and suitable measures of propor-
tional representation. %

Mover: Mr. R. N. Singh Deo, M.L.A.
Seconder: Mr. Kamakhya Narain Singh, M.L.A.

ELECTORAL UNDERSTANDINGS

ot ::ll]th;ugh iﬂi}lperable difficulties stand in the way
emocratic o iti : e }
Front to oppose tppos sl e\olnng = vaited

he Congress, the Swatantra Party

N

will continue to try its utmost in all clections to
secure the co-operation of other n:llema:m:ml:lhi 'ppost
fon parties to avoi te.ral contests w hc give
undue advantage to the ruling party. Suc eﬁmdin
should be no reason for any slackening in buil ng
up the party’s own organization, whicly should en];y
the highest priority among our tasks.*The Swgtan. a
Party provides today the only clear-cut and effective
alternative to the present nts polici 2
policie creasi om all s
the people. The Convention, therefm:e, calls upon
members of the party to concentrate in the coming
months, on hard, sustained and disciplined work
inspired by devotion the party’s philosophy and
policies to spread thg/party’s message.
Mover: Mr. M.
Seconder: Mr
M.L.A.

. Masani, M.P.,________....——-—-_.--"'
Lakshman Singh of Dungarpur,

SWATANTRA ALTERNATIVE

(1) The Swatantra Party believes that Planning
should aim at abundance, that this should be effec-
“tive immediately and not prospectively, that it should
begin with the poorer and not the richer classes, that
it should not substitute State help for self-help and
that it should not increase the power of Government
but the prosperity of the people.

(2) The Five-Year Plans of the present Govern-
ment have failed in their professed objectives. The
only things they have succeeded in producing are
higher taxes, rising prices and growing indebtedness.
The peopte of lnEEia ;mve shown their disillusionment
and discontent with the present pattern of planning
by the way they have voted in recent by-elections to
Parliament,

(3) The proceedings of the recent sessions of the
Congress Party in Bhubaneshwar show that there is
every intention of perversely persisting in policies
that have already proved a failure. In the party’s
view, nntl'ﬁng less than the scrapping of the Third
Plan and its replacement by an altogether new policy

wi]l' save the country from widespread distress and
national bankruptey.

t) The Swatantra Party is not for laissez-faire
nor is it opposed to all planping. It refterates its stand
that all planning must be devised and carried out

u}rlilha'n the fr:'imEWDrk of the freedoms guaranteed in
the Constitution and calenlated to achieve the welfare | WX
el

of the people.

" (5) The Swatantra Party's appro
blems of economic development and
be to apply to each policy and meas
gested by Mahatma Gandhi, namely

contemplated is going to be of any ;.:
:1-nd the weakest members of t e Cco
light of such a test. the Swatantra

ach to the pro-
planning would
ure the test sug-
to ask if the step
se to the poorest
mmunity. In the
arty believes that

LE



the present approach to planning needs to be replaced
by one which provides for the following: ;

(a) A proper order of priorities starting with the in-
crease in production and the provision of elementary
necessities such as pure drinking water, food, cloth-
ing and shelter and employment.

(b) A reallocation of the role of State and free
enterprise so that the State may perform its proper
function of providing the infra-structure through the
provision of roads and railways, efficient communica-
tions, facilities for the peasant such as irrigation and
easy credit, cheap electric power and education, both
technical and general; while all other economic activity
should normally be left to competitive enterprise.

(¢) The incentive of legitimate gain under condi-
tions of compgtition among producers.

(d) The elimination of monopoly in both State
and free sectors so as to provide maximum efficiency
and service at minimum cost to the consumer.

(e) Reducing to a minimum governmental con-
trols and regulation to foster economic expansion and
minimizing corruption.

(f) The maintenance of stable prices through the
observance by Government of measures of monetary
discipline.

(g) The revision of policies relating to taxation
including land revenue so as to foster saving, invest-
ment and employment opportunities.

{(h) BRemunerative prices for agricultural producers.

Mover: Mr. N. Dandekar.

Seconder: Mr. Murarji J. Vaidya.

STATE MONOPOLY OF BANKING

(1) The Swatantra Party takes note of the fact
that in recent months there has been in certain quart-
ers ill-informed talk about the nationalization of the
banking industry in the country. E

(2) Tt therefore becomes necessary for the
Swatantra Party to express its conviction that any
attempt to trifle with the functioning of the banking
industry in India will be fraught with grave conse-
quences for the country’s delicate credit mechanism
and economic development and would impair con-
fidence in the country’s financial ipstitubons and
credit on which the economic assistance and capital
investment which India has received from abroad is
based.

(3) The banking industry is already more than
adequately subjected to regulation and control of

9EEEEH&EL&LB&&EJ&WJ&&E&UE&Et
misuse of their powers by the managements of banks,
By such a move a State monopoly will be established
over all the liquid assets of the people and will force
people to_waste, secrete_or hoard their money, thus
minimizing the funds available for productive
investment.

(4) The Swatantra Party therefore declares its
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outright opposition to the attack that has bee
Iaunfhed axI;Einst the banking industry which, by and
large, has given a good account of itself, -and to the
establishment of a State monopoly of banking.
Mover: Mr. Dahyabhai V. Patel, M.P.
Seconder: Mr. (Chitra) Narayanaswamy.

INDEPENDENT BOARD FOR LICENCES AND
PERMITS

The National Convention of the Swatantra Party
records its conviction that, apart from many other
grave issues, the confidence of the people in the
aciministration cannot be secured and maintained un-
less the supreme control of the distribution of
licences, permits and quotas in exercise of powers
obtained in violation of the Fundamental Rights
guaranteed in Part III of the original Constitution
adopted in November 1949 is vested in an independ-
ent, non-political statutory Board free from all influ-
ences and political pressures and enjoying the same
independent status_as_the supreme judiciary.

This Convention appeals to all democratic parties
to unite on this demand and compel the ruling party
to accept this reform.

Mover: Mr. C. Rajagopalachari.

Seconder: Mr. Anandchand, M.P.

~

CONSTITUTION (17th AMENDMENT) BILL
— ——

(1) The Swatantra Party considers the Constitu-
tion (17th Amendment) Bill to be a dangerous
attempt further to erode the Fundamental Rights
guaranteed by the Constitution. By extending the
word ‘estate’ to include every form of landed pro-
perty owned by the most humble peasant in full free-
hold right, the Bill seeks to hold the sword of
Damocles over the majority of the population of
India in respect of their most sacred possession. The
expropriatory principle so far applied to Zamindars
and other feudal landlords is now sought to be extend-
ed to ryotwari holders who are full owners of the
land as well as to every other type of land owner-
ship. The attempt to give retrospective effect from
26th January 1950, to this distorted definition of
‘estate’ makes this amendment a gigantic frand on
the Constitution and on the people of India. The fact
that this amendment to the Constitution is sought to
be made in order to undo a recent judgement of the
Supreme Court of India makes it all the more repre-
hensible, being unabashed disrespect of law and the
independence given by the Constitution to the
Judiciary.

(2) In view of the extended interpretation of
‘public purpose’ to cover dectrinaire experiments in
land reform, such as collective and co-operative farm-




ing, the Swatantra Party cannat help coming to the
conclusion that this Amendment is designed as an
instrument held in terrorem over the peasants of India
by which the collectivization of the land envisaged by
the Nagpur Resolution of the Congress party could be
legally enforced. The failure of the Nagpur Resolu-
tion to secure voluntary acceptance of joint co-
operative farming has evidently made those in authr__)-
rity decide to move on to coercive methods. If this
Amendment becomes law, the smallest peasant can
be faced with the brutal alternatives of surrendering
his land to a so-called co-operative farm or of being
expropriated by law on payment of nominal com-
pensation which he cannot challenge in a court of
law.

(3) Even after the decision of the Supreme Court
declaring the Kerala Agrarian Relations Act ultra
vires as it was sought to be applied to ryotwari land,
this Amendment to the Constitution did not form
part of the Congress Party’s Manifesto for the Gene-
ral Elections of 1962. The present Government has
therefore no mandate from the electorate to carry
through such a far-reaching change. Indeed, this
Amendment violates a solemn assurance given to
Parliament and the people by the Law Minister of
the Congress Government, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
during the discussion in Parliament on the Constitu-
tion (First Amendment) Bill on 1st June, 1951, that
the provision contained in Article 31A would not be
employed for the purpose of dispossessing ryotwari
tenants. The Law Minister had further assured the
House that whenever any such measure comes before
the President of the Republic for consideration, the
undertaking given by Government would be binding
upon the President in considering giving his sanction
so far as any such measure is concerned. The Swa-
tantra Party expresses its confidence that, should the
Government seek to press this Bill through the pre-
sent Parliament, the President will desist from giving
his assent to it.

(4) The party deprecates persistence by the
Government in this matter which would certainly lead
to action in the nature of Satyagraha upsetting the
harmony of normal government,

’t f]5)f TgeFS\vatantrel Party wag_established in (e}
0 detend Farm, Family and Freedom in this count :
IS amendment which seeks to destroy the Farm, afl}trl
through it the Family and Freedom, cannot but meet
with the strongest opposition from the party. The
party calls upon its members to develop an intensive
campaign throughout the country so that public
opinion may be educated and the implications of this
AI;ILCndmen_t explained and understood. The party
‘:: g ‘]‘p“"l ts Members of Parliament in both Houses
ght the Bill to the bitter end and appeals to
'[n_em!:ie.rs of Ot!'er_ democratic Opposition parties to
join this party in its resistance to this attack on the
Fundamental Rights of the peaple,
(6) The party assures the peasants and others con-

cerned that it will stand by them in resisting
attempt to snatch their lands away fmm them; n the
strength of this unlawful law and will strive to get
this Amendment, even if enacted, repealed at the
earliest possible moment.

Mover: Mr. K. B. Jinaraja Hegde.
Seconder: Mr. G, Latchanna, M.L.A.

FURTHER AMENDMENTS TO PARTY'S
CONSTITUTION

The National Convention refers the Notice of
Amendments to the Party’s Constitution given by
various delegates in respect of other matters than the
membership provisions in the Constitution to a Sub-
Committee consisting of: 1. Prof. N. G. Ranga, M.P.,
President, 2. Mr. K. M, Munshi, Vice-President, 3. Mr.
Anandchand of Bilaspur, M.P., 4. Mr. Laxmansingh of
Dungarpur, M.L.A., 5. Mr. Dahyabhai Patel, M.P.,
6. Mr. B. P. Sinha, 7. Mr. Kamakhya Narain Singh
and 8. Mr. M. R. Masani, M. P., General Secretary,
who will consider them along with other proposals for
amending the party’s constitution and will report
within three months. )

The National Convention authorizes the Geneéral
Council of the party at its next meeting, within six
months, to consider the report of the sub-committee
and to make such modifications in the party’s con-
stitution as are accepted by a 3/4th majority of those

resent; provided that such modilications are ptit(.‘f‘d
Enr notification before the next National Convention

_of the party.
Mover: Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy, M.P,
Seconder: Mr. V. T. Sreenivasan.

GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT

The Third National Convention of the Swatantra
Party takes note of the General Secretary’s Report
submitted to it and resolves that it be recorded.

Mover: Mr. Dahyabhai V. Patel, M.P.

Seconder: Mr. K. B. Jinaraja Hegde.

 Swar Yarty records its conviction that
l!]E:]‘E should be redistribution of power and respon-
sibility so as to give the States larger responsibilities
and that the resources of the States should he enlargvcf
by a revision of the system of taxation. The Party is
opposed to the tendency, through the Five-Year Pian;a
and otherwise, to convert the Union into‘a rigiti

unitary_System.
Moved from the Chair.




GOLD CONTROL

This Convention fully supports the general demand
that the Gold Control Order should be withdrawn.

Moved from the Chair.

PARTY MEMBERSHIP

m
1. Clause 4. Membership /

Substitute for the existing clause the following:

Every person above the age of 18 who subscribes
in writing to the principles of the party, pays the
prescribed fee and expresses his readiness to work for
the party will be eligible to be a worker of the party.

Work for the party may be any of the following
activities:

(a) Enrolling new members; (b) introducing
new workers; (¢) campaigning for the party; (d)
attending to public grievances on behalf of the
party and securing their redress: (e) functioning,
when called upon, as prospective candidate of the
party to an elective public body; (f) collection of
funds; (g) acceptance of executive responsibilities
in the party; (h) preparation of literature; (i) dis-
tribution of literature; (j) organization of study
circles and meetings; (k) helping to run party
offices; and (1) any other approved activity.

The State Executive Committee shall be competent
to frame rules in this behalf.

Decisions in regard to enrolment of workers shall
be taken by the State Executive Committee either on
its own initiative or on the recommendation of con-
stituency and district eommittees.

Whenever the State Executive has doubts as to the
desirability of enrolling a worker, it shall forward the
application with its comments to the National Execu-
tive, which shall, after considering the application
and the comments directly or through an appropriate
body, decide whether or not the worker should be
énrolled, and such decision shall be final.

Only workers shall have the right to vote in par
elections or to serve as office bearers or members of
the elective committees.

Clause 5. Subscription

The clause shall read as follows:

(i) Each worker of the party will pay a sub-
scription of Rs. .00 per year, or a life worker's fee
of Rs. 100.00. Persons already enrolled as per-
manent members of the party by the end of 1963
will be entitled to claim exemption from paying any
further fee as life members with the right to vote;
(ii) a worker of the party will continue as such as
long as he pays his dues, Each worker of the party
will be issued a party card; (iii) the%g{i_qngl
Executive of the party will have the authority to
expel a worker or a m
Shall be final, his continuance as a worker or
member of the party is undesirable; (iv) the sub-
scription for membership shall be divided between
the various bodies of the party in the following
manner: Constituency 20 per cent, District 50 per
cent, State or Region 25 per cent, Centre 5 per
cent, Provided that the State or Regional Council
may modify the proportion in which the member-
ship subscription is to be distributed within the
State or Region; (v) every unit shall maintain
appropriate accounts of the receipts and expendi-
ure, which shall be annually audited.

,_.’mrse 5A: Members:
Add a new clause 5A as follows:

Every person above the age of 18 who subscribes
in writing to the principles of the party will be eligible
to be a member of the party. No fee will be payable
by a member. Meetings of such members may be
convened from time to time by the State, district or
constituency committees so that they may be given
opportunities to be consulted and associated with the
work of the party.

Clause 6: Primary Units

In sub-clause (b), substitute for the words “250
members” the word “20 workers”, i.e., 20 workers are
enough to form a primary, unit of the party.

Moved from the Chair

Annexure B

THE BANDARANAIKE LETTER
Mr. Masani's rejoinder on February 5 to the denial by the External Affairs Ministry

A spokesman of the Ministry of External Affairs,
whl!e speaking to pressmen in Delhi on F ebruary 3,
denied that the Union Government had given any
assurance to the Prime Minister of Ceylon that India
would not move her troops up to the McMahon line,
When asked whether Government would take up the
matter with Mrs. Bandaranaike, the Prime Ministﬂ:
of Ceylon, in view of her having conveyed such an

assurance to Mr., Chou En-lai, the MEA spokesman
said that this need not be done on the basis of a press
report and that the Ministry had not seen the text of
the letter from Mrs, Bandaranaike to Mr. Chou En-lai.

There are two interesting things about this state-
ment. The first is the attempt to evade the issue raised
by Mrs. Bandaranaike's letter in which she states
clearly that the Prime Minister of India gave her the




assurance in the presence of Mr. Ali Sabri a'ud
Mr. Ofori Atta but in the absence of any Indian
officials. The question is therefore not whether the
Prime Minister did so. }

The second point that arises is that, since _the
spokesman of the MEA spoke to the press, things
have changed. I have sent the text of the letter to
Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri, who is attending to the
Ministry of External Affairs and by now it jwi]l be
with the Ministry. The technical objection raised by
the Ministry’s spokesman to moving in the matter
is thus no longer tenable. It is also worth noting
that Mrs. Bandaranaike has not denied the authenti-
city of her letter. Since the Ministry claims that no
assurance of the nature mentioned in Mrs. Bandara-
naike’s letter was given, it is surely up to the
Government now to take this matter up with
Mrs. Bandaranaike and ask her to correct herself and
inform Mr. Chou En-lai accordingly. So long as this
is not done, a peculiar situation will exist, namely,
that Mr. Chou En-lai will be in firm possession of
this assurance from our Prime Minister, while the
people of India will be expected to believe that no
such assurance was given. Would this not lead to a
natural suspicion among our people that the true
facts are being withheld from them once again, as
had™ already happened during the occupation of
Aksaichin by Chinese Communist troops when the
information had been withheld from Parliament and
people over a number of years, and that the Indian
people are again being misled in the interest of
appeasing Communist China?

Text of letter dated March 7, 1963 from the Prime
Minister of Ceylon, Madame Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
to Chou En-lai, Prime Minister of Communist China.

I thank you for your letter dated February 21,
1963, which you were so good as to send me through
my Ambassador, Mr. A. B. Perera.

As you will readily appreciate, it is vitally neces-
sary that there should be complete understanding
between ourselves on all questions if the efforts of the
Colombo Conference to promote direct negotiations
between China and India are to bear fruit. I am,
therefore, glad that you were able to have the
ad}rantage of discussions with His Royal Highness
Pr}nce Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia and H.E.
Minister Ofori Atta of Ghana before replying to my
messages of January 24 and 28, 1963. :
_ As there are many points in your letter on which
1L 1S necessary that we should understand one another
completely, T am setting out my views on each of the
separate points raised in your letter before 1 shall
attempt to appraise the present situation in regard
to tl'{e Sino-Indian boundary question and express
My VIEWS as 10 what positive steps can now be taken

'FO.’I.' b 'ﬂglng '{bﬂut d‘u’ec' L s I“! Wl n ()111".‘[
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I haye completely under;:oo% 3;0u:b ove
osition that you accept the Colombo Lonierence
grolmsals as a basis for talks between Chinese

of interpretation of the Colombo proposals whudi
you propose should be taken up at the negqh'abons
between China and India. It is not the position of
your government that these two questions should be
resolved during the course of the talks. :

It is with this understanding that I went to India

and presented to the Government of India copies of
the memorandum which you handed to me as well
as the letter signed by Marshall Chen Yi on your
behalf. . 3
My colleagues and I, who conferred with you m
Peking, were of the view—and I venture to think
quite rightly—that the attitude of the Government of
China was helpful towards bringing about a settle-
ment of the Sino-Indian boundary question by peace-
ful negotiations and constituted a positive response
to your efforts as well as to the proposals themselves.

Both in India and China when the Colombo Con-

ference proposals were discussed, my colleagues and
I explained to the Governments of China and
India exactly what the Colombo Conference pro-
posals meant. When 1 was in China, I handed over
to you a document headed, “the Principles under-
lying the proposals of the six” which set out the
rationale of the proposals as well as the effect of the
proposals. In regard to the proposed demilitarised
zone in the western sector in paragraph 9 (d) and (e)
of that document, 1 explained the proposals as
follows:

“9(d) That the demilitarised zone should be so
administered as not to exclude the presence
of either India or China as hitherto pending
a final settlement of the border dispute;

9(e) Pending a final settlement of the border
dispute, this zone should be so administered
as to exclude the presence of the military
forces of both sides. It is therefore, pmposeﬂ
t!.m.t this zone should be administered bv
civilian posts to be agreed upon by both
sides.” >

This was, as would bc apparent to you, a statement
of what was meant by paragraph 2(c) of the confe-
rence proposals conveyed to you by my _special
envoy Mr. G. S. Peiris. 3
r}\’:‘:lrlfl;olp;"t{:? til?' -h-]-diil 51110111_\' “ffm‘warf]s, [ handed
Nahie e q;:c:::]nczlgsosfz‘l_1ent to ffnrne Minister
colleagues and 1 also C’.*-s:;ins as in: China, 4
cussed the vqrimt Fntn:;\‘\ ere questians apd c!“-
Heat i a;nd i; T:}tem- ra{s?d fﬂ? the [ndlaln
in' Ghink: 5 representatives just as we did
wr}s;];:eﬂmcgm]l Government drew a distinction bet-
ok 1e Lolombo Conference proposals on the one
t::?; r::;i 1tllti- two questions or points of interpreta-
Y you in your memorandum and letter
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Indian officials; but there are two questions or points
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which 1’ had conveyed. Their view was that they
were called upon to make a response at that stage to
the Calombo Conference proposals only, though, at
my request, they did indicate their views on the
matter raised by you. j

I can assure you that neither my colleagues nor 1
made any statement in New Delhi that were different
to what had already been stated in Peking on the
Colombo Conference proposals. For purposes of

presenting the Colombo Conference proposals to the -

Indian Parliament, the Indian Government summaris-
ed what had been stated at the discussions in New
Delhi in a document, a copy of which you will haye
already received. This document was prepared by
the Government of India as a summary of the dis-
cussions in New Delhi. This document is expressed
in the language of the Indian Government but its
content is no different in substance to the thoughts
conveyed in my document entitled “The Principles
underlying the proposals of the Six”. For instance, in
the Indian document, the meaning of paragraph
2(c) of the Colombo Proposals is expressed in sub-
paragraph 3 under the heading “Western Sector” in
the following way: ;

“The demilitarised zone of 20-kilometres created
by the Chinese military withdrawals will be
administered by civilian posts of both sides. This
is a substantive part of the Colombo Conference
proposals. It is only as to. the location of the
number of posts and their composition that there
has to be agreement between the two Governments
of India and China.”

If you were to compare this text with paragraph
2(c) of the proposals themselves and paragraphs
9(d) and (e) of my document entitled “The
Principles underlying the proposals of the six”, you
will appreciate that there is no difference hetween
them except in regard to modes of expression. The
basic idea in all these statements is that although
neither India nor China should have military posts
in the proposed demilitarised zone, neither the
presence of India nor China was to be excluded and
that the proposed demilitarised zone should be
administered by civilian posts to be agreed upon by
both the sides, The Indian comment that administra-
tion by civilian posts of both sides “is a substantive
part of the Ceylon Conference praposals”—although
it is not my comment—does not, in my view, add
anything to or alter in any way the content or the
substance of the proposals as already set out. The
Colombo Conference proposals are silent on the
question as to what happens if China and India fail
to agree in regard to the establishment of civilian
posts. On that question, while in China, my colleagues
and I expressed the view that it would not be con-
trary to the Colombo Conference proposals if the
area remained unoccupied. We explained, however,
that this was our personal view and not a view held

by the Colombo Conference as you have
correctly understood it. .

I should like to disabuse your mind of any in-
correct impression that you may have formed that
the Colombo Conference proposals were not clearly
and consistently explained in India in the same way
that they were explained in China.

1 know it is your view that the Colombo Confe-
rence proposals are inequitable to the Government
of China for the reasons stated in your letter and
more particularly because you say the same principle
has not been adopted uniformly for all sectors of the
Sino-Indian frontier, These arguments I appreciate;
but they constitute a criticism from your point of
view of the Colombo Conference proposals them-
selves and not a criticism of the manner in which the
Conference proposals were presented either in
China or in India. As I explained to you while in
China, the Colombo Conference at its deliberations
between the 10th and 12th of December, 1962 paid
a great deal of attention to the need to formulate
proposals which had a reasonable attention to the
need to formulate proposals which lad a reasonable
chance of being accepted both by China and India
and it was this practical approach that characterised

the entire question more than aly other considera-

tions. We realise at the time cur proposals did not
wholly satisfy the requiremens of China which had
been set out in the three-poilt proposals of October
24, 1962 or of India on herseptember 8, 1962 line. It
is quite true that seversi of the participating coun-
tries, at the commencement of the Colombo Con-
ference, thought that #ie role of mediators would best
be served merely ly making appeals to both sides
to desist from cConflict. But as the Conference
proceeded, it was the unanimous view of the partici-
pating countries that the Conference should put
forward definite proposals to assist in bringing China
and India to the conference table. It is incorrect to
suppose that any of the conference countries intended
that we should arrogate to 'ourselves the role of the
proposals. The proposals were not intended to be
in the nature of a judgment of an international
tribunal or an arbitral award. This is quite clear from
the fact that although the conference countries
endeavoured to ascertain the facts of the Sino-
Indian boundary question both from China and India,
the conference did not seek to assume judicial or
arbitral functions. .

It is quite true that there is no imperative obli-
gation or requirement that the Conference seeks to
impose either on China or India to accept these
proposals in toto. When the proposals were put
forward, all the conference countries hoped * that
these proposals would be carefully considered and
would be accepted by both sides as a basis for direct
negotiations between themselves. Even if the pro-
posals were not wholly accepted, and were only
partially accepted, it was the view of the Conference
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that it would yet m:ﬂ( a step forlwprd t0\va:-l::ls
bridging the difference between China and India
and taking them one step closer to the Conference
taliie.was in this si':irit and with this inte_ntion that 1
undertook my missionfn to China and India on behalf

e Colombo Conference.
OEAT I have already s the Indian Government
drew a distinction betwe e Co!ombf:) Confe?ence
proposals and the two questions or points of inter-
pretation which you have raised. Their summary of
the discussions at New Delhi for purposes of presen-
tation to the Indian Parliament dealt only with the
Colombo Conference proposals. The Indian Govern-
ment expressed their views on the two questions or
points of interpretation you have raised separately.
Briefly, their attitude was that the Chinese Govern-
ment were seeking to raise twa questions outside the
Colombo Conference proposals when, in their view
these two matters were contrary to the proposals
themselves. They maintainied that the Colombo Con-
ference proposils gave both India and China the
.l'-:ighgtP on the easern sector to move right up to the
McMahon line or the south and north respectively
and that it woull be contrary to the Colombo
Conference proposar if India were required to keep
her fornes further sorth, They also maintained that
the Calombo Canfereme proposals by their express
tem]s; dld not C?Ei.‘lllde ﬂ]e IJTBSBI]CB Df Ind_ia in l‘hE

matter of civilian posts fiyy the demilitarised zone
of the western sector and thit in that way, would be

contrary to the conference proposals. The Indian
Covemment-therefore, felt that the Chinese reaction
to the Colombo Cﬂnfﬁlen{:e Progosals was not a
positive response but amounted to 1 rejection of the
Colombo Conference proposals. My colleagues and
I explained to the Government of Indix that this was
a wholly incorrect view. We pointed out that the
Colombo Conference proposals were, in our view
accepted by the Government of China as a basis fm"
negotiations although the Chinese Government wish-
ed to raise the two questions for discussion, and
bargaining at the Conference table. We pointed out
that the Chinese Government did not insist on the

Government of India acceptinguthe Chinese point of

View on these two questions before the commence-
ment of talks.

In these circumstances, we asked the

Government of India to consider to what extent thﬂ?

1d be prepared to meet these two }_?rqposals; B
w?:l the c[:uurI;e of an informal discussion, at which

officials were not present, Prime Minister Nehru in:
formed my colleagues, Mr. Aly Sabry, Mr._Ofon
Atta and myself that in regard to the question or
point of interpretation on the Eastern Sector, while
he was not prepared to accept any condition restrict-
ing his government from deploying its forces in that
“ area, it was not his intention to advan(:fa his fome-es
up to McMahon line, and that I could give you this
assurance. I have already done so by my message to
you of 25th January. It ‘would appear that on this
point Mr, Nehru's assurance is borne out by his sub-
sequent statements. In my view this attitude of Mr.
Nehru could be helpful towards bringing about
direct negotiations. i
It would appear that on the second question, India

is not willing to be excluded from the 20 kilometre
demilitarised zone for, in their view, if they were so
excluded, they would be conceding China’s sovereignty
in an area which, according to them, is at the lowest

\ disputed territory. This then appears to be the princi-

‘Epal outstanding issue which is now preventing direct
‘negotiations from immediately commencing between
Chinese and Indian officials and I thought that I
should appeal to you in the way 1 did in my message
of January 24, 25, and 28. I am particularly anxious
that whatever may be the outcome of the Colombo
Conference proposals, there should be no misunder-
standing between the- Governments of Ceylon and
China in regard to our respective positions in this
matter. 1 am not seeking in any way to further the
cause of India or of China and every request of mine
to both sides is motivated by only one consideration,
my sincere desire to further the cause of world peace,
You wish to commence immediate negotiations is
understandable and indeed praiseworthy, but the
chances of negotiations succeeding would be slight if
even on a single outstanding question China and
India adopt an unbending attitude,
| appreciate very much the kind sentiments ex-
pressed in your letter to me regarding what you con-
sider to be the positive achievements of the Colombo
Conference which I conveyed last December. I can
assure you: direct negotiations will be achieved and

th.at the efforts of the Colombo Conference countries
will succeed in the end.

(For Private Circulation )
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