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by
Minoe Masani, K.P.

A Point of View

I vidted Kashsir for a couple of dayms from 25th to 27th
June in response to an invitation from the A1l Indin Nansgement
Asmoointion to inmumrate their Advanced Nanageaent Troining
Course. 1 was able, while there, to meet a grent many pitople and
get a useful glimpee and a feel of how things were shaping in tha
uliq..hr_l_-'iha *he people I met at thelir invitation over a cup of

P
ten were the Prime

ster, Mr, 0, ¥, Oadiq and the former
Premier, Bakshi Ghulam ¥oh

Srinsg r had still not recovered from the shoek of the
unfortunate events of June 7. On that day, there was a complete
breakdown of law and order. Men, women "nd childrenm were attacked
by unruly mobs and two churches were burnt down with impunity at
an interval of several hours. The police were noshere to be seen
and, when visible, were inert. Not only were foreimers, inciu=
ding a Bulgerisn, att3cked but e¢ven Indlans were Qa-"ulted and
¥r. J. J. %ingh, who was an eye witness to the events, told me that
the demonstration took mm ugly anti-Indian turn.

All this hoppened in the name of solidority with the
Areb gountrirs in their guarrel u:":l’rlmtl { The backdrop to this
suthireak of violence was provided by inflsmmatory statescnte made
by tne Prime Rinleter of Eashmir and the President of the State
Congress Committee, Mr. Wir Kapsim, who bd sade viclous attacke y.,e
not only ~m Terael but also on the Vestern Demcorscies fop m
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2l leged support of Terecl despite the fagot that both the USA and lhi.’:
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Brituin had dealared their meutrality, e f"ﬂp" TN naty
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of wild reporte oiroulating im frinwgar, Omly a proper investigation,
which ie nat 1ikely to take place, would disclose whether the disgrace-
ful failure of the Mithorities to meintain order was due to gomnivenoe
on their pert or to i impotence that comes from the foet that the
present Government in Kashmir doee mot enjoy the support mnd the confi=

dence of the prople.

A11 this is very deploridle and draws attention to the danger
of whot might happen if Pakistan were *to take advantage of such a
‘1tuation to intervene once again in Xashmir, The evente of June 7
shruld therefore be treated ne a dmger eignal not only bty the Govern=
ment of India but alese by the Indimm peropk as a whole, ?[ln:ere in n
dmgerous vaouum of leadership. EKashmir tdly necds 2 Government repre=

suntative of the people.

That this ie missing stems from the fset that the General
Fleotione of Pedbruary 1967 in Kashair were nelither f4ir nor frec, For
one thing, popular lenders like Fheikh Abdullah, m‘dﬁsﬂ Bajg =nd
Mwul uu'\lnoau wire in detcntion along with hundreds of othe'se Por
!narhtr.hnrst number of nomination papers were, on one excuse or
Another,/rejected by Returning Officers sho were loeal officisla,
nnuly.l there wee a general climate of 4intimidation. It 18 common
ground ssong all Opposition Partiee, including the Jan Jangh, that the
people of Kashmir were denied the fair and frec electiona available to
people in the rest of India 1ast Pedruary. The longer the unhe 2l thy
state of affairas that has resulted from this fa0t 1s allowed %o continue,

the more difficult it may be for things to memd,
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In this context, the sppeal recently made by & large mumber
of Members of Parlisment belonging to various Partiece for the release
of Sheikh Abduliah is to be welcomed. The release of Sheikh Abdullah
oould easily be the firet step in & process that might help to mend
the present otate of affaire. Sheikh Abdullah'e release, along with
that of his collesgues, could be followed usefully by 2 Round Table
Oonference ¢”lled by the Prime Minister of India in which Theikh
Abhdullah, ¥r. G. M. fadiq, Beksirt—fhuwiep—¥oltwmmed and spokeomem of
other political elemente in Jamsu and Kashmir could participate,

c;; ce~g ble pesple u\o\-'lbi ook o m—mm'
e ) hhi'le[thrrc should bl normal and fricnd'.l: relatione between
Indila and Pakistan in the interest and gecurity of the entire Sud -
continent, Pakistan's aggressiom in 1965 has deprived it of whatever
Aoous standi 1t might have had in regard to the Kashmir problem, sed
that {he precise status of Kashmir within the Indim Union and the
mensure of sutonomy it should enjoy have Ztab;:a;rhd out between the
people of Kashmir and those of the rest of India through their res-
Peotive representatives. A Round Teble Confercvnce gsuch 28 is here
suggested could make & ueseful contridution to the solution of these
problems.

A Conference of this nature could be followed by the disso-
lution of the present Leglslative Assembly and f fresh electionsin ;
which 211 Kashmiri c¢lements could participate. Such «lcotions gould
in turn be followed by the metting up of & new Govermment in Jagsu
"nd Kashmir. In order that such a Govermment is broad=based ‘and
fully representative of the people, it would be desirable that all
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major elements in the public 1life of Jomsu md Koshmir should e persmus

ded to join in forming such 8 govermment.

While there—tsné doubt—thet an approach on the limes cutlined
above would be welcomed by the vast majority of the people of Kashmir,
there is no doubt that a great denl of tact and eweet reasonablencas
on the part of all goncerned would be required to facilitate 2 pesgeful
and orderly solution of the Kaghmir problem on these linesm,

Thie 412 a d4fficult but worthwhile @bjective. Kot only would it
remove the bitterness towarde India that flared up in such =p ugly mann«
on June 7 and make the Xashair people & happy part of the Indimm nation,
but 1t would mlso deprive Pakistan of any further excuse for interfer=-
ing in the affaire of Kashmir.

1 was g1nd while in Sfrinagar to be present at the cotsblishment
of & Swatmtra Forum which proposes to disseminate Swatantra philom phy,

idenls and principles in Kashmir, qm.ddllr
Group-airht come—intoextwtence before- -2 ¥hile the

dwatantra Forum is an sutonomous Group =md—iw mneot—apart of the
St mtra Party; it 1s to be hoped that the work done by the Porum will
prepar: the ground, in course of time, for the establi at °f a hrancl
of the Swatwmtra Party inm the “tate of Jamm and n&?’(‘-’uu has
ben felt te—Newhwir for a non-denominational and mon-secessionist Pari
preferahly all-India character, mmd—the Swatantrs Party oould meel
this nesd, would a¥vo provide mm extra limk or bridge between
Tashair and the rest of India and be one more step towards ﬂﬁ!'-ﬁl
isolation of Kashmir from the rest of India,
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