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THE RAJKOT TRIUMPH

Coming in the wake of Farrukhabad and Amroha
our Party’s victory in Rajkot was a grim warning to
the Congress Party that their days were numbered
and that the people could not be fooled all the time.
But this by itself cannot explain the Congress dgbacle
in Rajkot. What led them to defeat and how did the
Swatantra candidate emerge victorious? There is a
story behind it—a story that has confounded the pet
theories of many politicians in our country, the story
of the anger of a disillusioned and disenchanted

eople, a story of a stupendous organisational effort

Ey our Party on the one hand and of the supreme
self-confidence and smugness of the Congress on the
other.

The Swatantra Party had little or no organisation .

in Saurashtra, least of all in Rajkot district. Its poli-
“cies were not kiown. Its flag and symbol were uf-
known. On the other hand, the Congress claimed
Rajkot as their citadel in Saurashtra. In every Gene-
ral Election since independence, the candidates of
the ruling party had swept the polls. Mr. U. N.
Dhebar had only last year been elected by a majority
of 41,000 votes. They had an organisational machine
which had spread into the villages. They had the
advantage of unlimited resources and the power of
patronage.

When the Swatantra Party first announced its
decision to nominate its General Secretary, Mr. M. R.
Masani, as its candidate in the Rajkot by-election, the
Congress treated it as a big joke. In fact a leading
Union Minister is reported to have said that in so
many words to one of our Members of Parliament.
But there was one person in our Party who never
had any doubts about the ultimate outcome—Mr.
Bhailalbhai Patel. He had correctly guaged the
extent of the people’s dissatisfaction. The Party’s
recent achievement in successfully defending our
parliamentary seat from Dohad and actually getting
our cand:d.atfa, Mr. Purshottam Bhil, elected by a
tripled majority convinced him that with the proper
eltort, victory. could be ours.

Mr. Masani was not from Rajkot. He did not be-
long to any of the dominant communities, In fact his

candidature was an acid test of the co itani
r g g : cosmopolitanism
of the Rajkot electorate. —

The Rajkot Parliamentary Constituency comprises/

of seven component ‘Assembl constituencies
are about 900 villages and B:)r purposes of pﬂ}i(’iis
there were 444 polling stations. The Constituency
itself is over 200 square miles in area. !
In the absence of an established Party unit, it
became necessary to rally together the genu,inc
democratic opposition forces in the Constituency.
Moreover numerous electoral successes had been

achieved by the Congress over the body of a divided
opposition. It is a tribute to the wisdom of the demo-
cratic opposition elements in Rajkot that realising
this they banded themselves together in presenting a
united front. In fact, Mr. Masani was always descri
ed as the “Swatantra Party candidate supported by
all the national democratic opposition parties”.
“What were the forces involved in the Rajkot by-
election on the side of the Opposition? There were
individuals like Mr. Narottam Shah, Editor of the
influential Saurashtra Daily, Jai Hind, Mr. Babubhai
Vaidya, the independent M.L.A. from Rajkot city,
Yuvraj Manoharsinh of Rajkot, M.L.A., the B{Ian
Sangh, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Praja Socialist
Party, the Saurashtra Khedut Samaj, the numerous
Goldsmiths’ associations, and numerous others. The
only allies the Congress had, were, naturally enough,
the Communists. '

When the campaign was inaugurated, Mr. Masani
made it clear that he would campaign on issues of
policies and keep personalities out of the contest. In
%ﬂct at the inaugural meeting in Rajkot city on 5th
May, he invited the Congress candidate, Mr. Jethalal
Joshi to a public debate on the same platform. The
offer was totally ignored. What were the issues on
which the campaign was based.

1. Excessive burden of taxation.
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The inflationary policies of the Conﬁr.ess leadin
to spiralling prices and economic hardships o
the people.

3. The Government’s criminal unpreparedness in
defending the country from Chinese Communist
aggression,

4. Opposition to collective farming masquerading
as joint cooperative farming.

5. The Gold Control order.

6. Increasing corruption in public life.

Mr. Masani put forth the Party’s alternative pro-
gramme based on our Election Manifesto. The slogan
of Freedom, Farm and family found a ready echo in
the hearts of a harassed people. But, a question may

‘be asked and quite legitimately, “how is it that with

the very same Manifesto the Swatantra Party’s candi-
dates were unable to do equally well in the General
Elections of 1962?" And therein lies the crucial
answer: A first-rate organisational apparatus. In the
short span of a month, the Swatantra campaign was
a model of organisation—a good fighting machine
which made the maximum use of available resources
and was able to put across to the people the issues




o .- i ed to put a
of the eloction and the fmbestye PPT o™ Con-
brake ‘f;- the runaway policies p Sroved );hat it

ing, our campai ed | &
e odds may be, a sound organisation run

e O o Tines was bound to deliver SE Tengen
Every component Assembly constituency ha e
office and a telephone. Constant twn-waz commu 5
cation was maintained between the headquarters :
Rajkot and the offices in the Constituency. Reqﬁre
ments were speedily met well in advance of polling
day. Voting slips, polling agent forms, even pa ::‘15
and pencils were on time where they were needed.
Dummy booths were set up on time and care wl.':s
taken to ensure polling agents in every one of the
444 polling stations. There was a judicious mur.t‘ur&i
of local initiative and central control. The centra
headquarters was_generally well-informed of what
went on in the different areas of the constituepcy. By
discouraging the “general leadership” complex—an
unfortunate malaise among Indian politicians—those
in charge of the seven constituencies were able to
concentrate on a smaller area with much greater
effect. Consequently the Swatantra message generally
succeeded in reaching the masses. .

On the other hand, the Congress machine,
supremely self-confident and smugly looking on at
the Swatantra Party campaign, waited for the
opposition to wear itself out and to move into the
fray in the last few days preceding polling. They
have generally been able to get away with this
tactics because their opponents have worn themselves
out and are incapable of retaining their enthusiasm
till polling day. When the Congress finally started
working, they found themselves a little too, late.
They frantically tried to retrieve the situation. Even
the Union Home and Defence Ministers and Mrs.
Indira Gandhi were summoned.

Mr. U. N. Dhebar, unmindful of the fact that he
was now the Chairman of the Khadi Board went
about campaigning for the Congress thus establishing
an unhealthy precedent. The Home Minister of
Gujarat Mr. Rasikhlal Parekh went about brandishing
threats to people to vote for the Congress or else.
These activities did not particularly endear the
Congress to the people.

Rajaji, Prof. Ranga, Mr. & Mrs. K. M. Munshi,
Maharani Gayatri Devi, Maharawal Laxman Singh
of Dungarpur and Jathedar Udhamsingh Nagoke

. were on hand to help in the campaign with their
speeches from the public platform. Acharya
Kripalani fresh from his Amroha victory, and Mr.
Atal Bibari Vajpayee of the Jan Sangh also spared
time to campaign for our candidate.

And when in the early hours of the morning of
Ma}’ 28, Mr. Masani was declared elected with a
majority of 14,151 votes, the tumultuous scenes
witnessed in Rajkot reminded one of the scenes on
15th August, 1947, Over 25,000 people paraded the
streets, placing Mr. Masani on the roof of an auto-
mobile and rending the air with slogans and explod-

ing Q‘Iﬂ(}kﬂts. So eat wa 3 *
have thought thgr' s the joy that one would
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PRESS COMMENTS ON RAJKOT
BY-ELECTION

The Swatantra victory in Rajkot hit the headlines
in almost all newsps;pers thmtl;glil:-%l:ﬁ eﬂ&?t m:.rnyd
e a spate of comments, orial :
Egﬁvﬁf on {Jhe subject. Reproduced below are

extracts from some of them.

Hindustan Standard, Calcutta, May 29, 1963
“NOW RAJEKOT”

“If Amroha and Farrukhabad were two slaps on
thel face of the Congress, Rajkot had been a ra 1e3
thrust into its heart. This Gujarat constituency ha
been a traditional Congress stronghold, It was thus
no mean performance on the part of Mr. Minoo
Masani, a former Congressman himself, to have
wrested the seat from ge ruling party which had
left no stone unturned to inflict a cmshmg, defeat on
the Swatantra Party General Secretary...

Indian Express, Bombay, May 29, 1963
“THREE IN A ROW”

“Mr. Minoo Masani’s victory at Rajkot drives yet
another nail into the Congress coffin. Howsoever the
Congress apologists might explain that Party’s recent
reverses—and there have been some curious and
contradictory explanations—it is clear that Amroha
was no fluke and Farrukhabad no flash in the pan.
The cumulative effect of the Rajkot election should
jolt the most self-satisfied Congressman out of his
complacency., ¥

“....Mr. Masani’s victory will greatly strengthen
the Opposition in the Lrl;{ Sabhg nmz no lglt'Pga
mesmerised by Congress personalities, however

exalted, or by Congress policies, howe diseui
or garbled”. P ver disguised

Times of India, Bombay, May 29, 1963
“RAJEOT”

“Though the margin of Mr. Masani's victory in the
Rajkot parliamentary by-election is very much small-
er than Mr. Kripalani’'s in Amroha and Dr. Lohia’s
in Farrukhabad, the General Secretary of the
F,S;E:zggtrg]i’arry_[}}xjas {nifac:t scored a more impressive

¥ n e iali
g e Geflrer:ille Acharya or the Socialist

; electi :
Rajkot, unlike Amroh ctions had shown that

a or Farrukhabad, was a formi
: abad, was a formi-
d‘ah]e. Congress stronghold. In the first General
Election the Congress captured Raj 3

percent of the votes, it increased its slt;g::e %F tttll::eg Jgi]i
to 71 per cent, in 1957, though its hold on Raikot
u-eakenedl by 1962, Mr. Dhebar nevertheless c\J‘wc:-li
the constituency by a margin of 41.000 votes and
with moreﬂthai] 35 per cent. of the votes cast. . . P
-+ - On the basis of the previous vor scor

S p § voting record the
- é’ﬂik;tl-(l:]!l\l'!;}l If;w:? reasonably expected to defeat

A andidate s ;
Opposition gmrlies. But in the"l[)portcc"l ]J‘y all ‘the

- event more tl"i?l'll 53
Per cent o the ('_‘IEC‘! rat 0 Y

(8] 3 i i
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for all practical purposes was a
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straight fight between the Congress and the
Swatgnh.ntra %hart}r This is a remarkable achiavelpen,t'
for a candidate who !geographically is an “outsider
and who moreover belongs to a minority community.

The Hindu, Madras, May 30, 1963
“CONGRESS DEFEAT AT RAJEOT”

“The Congress has sustained a clear defeat at
Rajkot. . . :
e Rajkot election was a well-fought contest in
which the issues dividing the Congress and the
Swatantra parties were posed in a straightforward
manner and there were hardly any external irrelevant
considerations like caste or community to influence
the voters. It is a tribute to the growing political
maturity of the Indian electorate that irrational
appeals are no longer carrying the same weight. ..
Even if one swallow does not make a summer, the
fact that a constituency, which elected a Congress
candidate by a majority of 40,000 votes barely a year
ago, has chosen to elect a candidate opposed to the
Congress by a majority of 14,000 votes in a straight
contest, is sufficient evidence of a shift in electoral
opinion of which the Congress must take note..... 4

Thought (Delhi Weekly), June 1, 1963
“THE LESSON OF DEFEATS”

“Judging from the reactions already noticed it
would seem that when a sober self-analysis and an
objective assessment of the situation in the country
are called for the Congress leaders have angrily
begun searching for scapegoats. If at Amroha it was
a_ combination of reactionary forces that brought
about the defeat of their nominee, in Rajkot, where
the Swatantra Party General Secretary, Mr. Minoo
Masani, has humbled a veteran Congressman, the
Congress leaders have been found prone to ascribe
their misfortune to local causes such as inefficient
electioneering, factionalism and apathy in the ranks
of their organisation. They do not seem to realise that
while true in parts or fully these were but symptoms
of the disease cultivated partly by them and partly
given to them by circumstances including reaction

and resentment among the voters against their
bookish policies. . . .”

Statesman, Calcutta, June 3, 1963

LESSONS OF THE BY-ELECTION AT RAJKOT
—BY MR. INDER MALHOTRA

P 'Tl'he first and the foremost lesson, in my opinion
I\til]‘:s .:hC_C-.‘mgress leaders should stop trading on
;wrl. ! Flﬂus name on the least provocation and in
Sn('mwmm e hyi-electmn. The magic no longer works.
12 h‘i?; }}((-:]ap e Ii.ave hung on to the Prime Minister’s
at-tails for s ; are i
ot 0 long that they are becoming rather
. .SI.OThE:,-'t](the Congress) merrily went on with
ol gand_dml the people should vote for the Con-
gress candidate and strengthen Mr. Nehru's hands,

an a they tried to buttress with the
decla?ft?‘l:;n that Mr. Masani was a conlirmed & g
hater. But these tactics failed mmerably
Swatantra Party had little difficulty in convincing the
electorate that the best way to strengthen the countt:g’;
and therefore its Prime Minister, was to sgr_:d to
Lok Sabha an able and outstnndm%h critic rather
than one more supgorter, even if he the la,l;ter were
the locally respected Mr. Jethalal Joshi.. ...

MASANI ON RAJKOT VICTORY

Fresh from his victory Mr. M. R. Masani answering
questions from ;[Jress representative said that his
victory at the Parliamentary by-election was a vote of
‘no-confidence’ expressed by the public in the Govern-
ment’s polices. In fact, his victory was the victory
of the united, patriotic opposition forces. He hoped
it would foster the growth of a “national demo-
cratic front of all patriotic parties”.

Speaking at a public meeting on June 4 at Bombaagd
Mr. Masani said the decisive shift from a 41,
Congress majority last year to a 14,000 Swatantra
majority this year denoted a well-marked trend in
public opinion which the results in Dohad, Amroha
and Farrukhabad also underlined. On the early
hours of May 28, after the result of the election had
been declared at Rajkot, nearly a quarter of a lakh
of people joined in a procession and demonstrated
in such a tumultuous manner that one would have
thought that they were celebrating their liberation
from a hated regime.

In so far as Gujarat was concerned, the Dohad and
Rajkot by-elect:ons meant that the door was now
wide open to the Gujarat Swatantra Party, one of the
b&st tinits in the country, to move on to take power in
1967. In this context, Mr. Masani paid a tribute to
Mr. Bhailalbhai Patel, leader of the Swatantra Party
in Gujarat, at whose insistent invitation he had stood
in Rajkot and whose optimism and faith had thus
been vindicated.

Addressing a meeting at Ahmedabad on June 14
Mr. Masani said: “Those who had hoped that after
the defeats sustained in the Amroha, Farrukhabad
and Rajkot by-elections to the Lok Sabha, the Con-
gress leadership would have learnt a lesson and
would revise its policies will be disappointed by the
speech made by the Prime Minister in Madras on
June 12 which shows that, like the Bourbons, Mr.
Nehru has learnt nothing and forgotten nothing.”

Mr. Masani added: “The man who has brought the
country to the frightful mess that it is today blames
others for being intoxicated with success, but that
fault is at least more excusable than to allow failure
and defeat to go to one’s head as appears to be the
case with Mr. Nehru!”

The Swatantra party leader said he had no doubt
that in the coming months and years the wish of the
}mc‘:plc for a change of Government would be brou ght
1ome to Mr, Nehru in an unmistakable fashion.
il g, M. N i f e
o pposition parties to defeat the
(aongres_s. Mr. Masani said that there was no motley
crowd in the country comparable to that in the
Congress Party itself. The only thing that held to
keep the Congress Party together was the desire to




tinue to enjoy the fruits of office. It was this that
e the emczrlgence of a clear-cut party system in
ndia so difficult.
Refuting the Prime Minister's charge that the
Swatantra Party showed weakness in wanting to cast
the burden of defending the country on others, Mr.
Masani said, in that event, Sir Winston Churchill,
the great British war leader, could also be aocu._'ied
of weakness for having told the United States dun.nE
World War II “Give us the tools and we shall finis
the job”. Mr. Masani said that was precisely the
osition of the Swatantra Para;, and added that, on
e other hand, by saying that defence potential
uld only come from a strong industrial base, Mr.
ehru was seeking to postpone the war against the
ommunist invaders for several decades.

PEASANTRY

Professor Ranga, President of the Swatantra Party
and of the Bharat Kisan Sammelan, in a statement
from Rajkot on May 11 said that the Swatantra Party
stands for the abolition of land revenue in toto and
for the absolute ownership rights of peasants over
their lands and is thus opposed to the Congress
policy of eroding the ryotwari system in Gujarat and
elsewhere.

The Swatantra Party will not allow the interests
of the peasantry to be sacrificed for the interest of
the urban classes. The Swatantra Party does not want
“either the agriculturist or the industrialist to exploit
each other, it actually wants the two to be co-
related.”

The Gold Control Order passed by the Govern-
ment has put five million self-employed craftsmen
out of employment.

During” the Budget session the Swatantra Party

opposed most vehemently both the Supyts Tax,

/ SWATANTRA PARTY AND THE

e

L

ich discourages large and small indust
t‘;!l; Compulsorﬁ Savings Scheme, the
Order and the steep increase in the Cenl LxC
duties, especially on kerosene oil, diesel oil and.
edible oils, all of which hurt the agriculturists,
labourers and the middle classes.

RAJAJI'S TRIBUTE TO POPE JOHN XXIII

Pope John XXIII, ‘The Pope of Goodness’ and the
‘Pope of the people,’ as he was fondly known passed
away into eternal peace on June 3. Rajaji, writing on
this great servant of God and the human race, said:

“Pope John initiated remarkable policy changes in
the Catholic Church, which holds great promise for
world welfare and harmony. He gave a new image
to the papacy and projected lns. warm cgersonah
upon the global stage. The Catholic Church emerg
from relative isolationism into an open conciliatory
relationship with the rest of the world, Non-Catholic
clergymen were for the first time in history invited
as observers at the Ecumenical Council of Catholic
bishops which met in Rome last autumn. Pope John
dropped the traditional derogatory phrases for other
denominations and called them ‘departed brothers’.

“Since the Vatican lost most of its temporal powers,
Popes rarely ventured to go out of Vatican territory.
But this Supreme Pontiff made more than a hundred
visits outside, by foot, train and car. He appointed
the first Negro and Japanese cardinals in Church
history and called 2,500 bishops together in a
Council in order to achieve ‘modernization’. He
suggested the dropping of Latin from religious ser-
vices in Asia and Africa,

“His successor, whoever it may be, takes over the
leadership of a Church which bears the strong
personal imprint of a great and much-loved prede-
cessor.”

_/’h ' \/

CONTROLS

| “Controls give rise to fraud, suppression of truth, intensification of the
black-market and to artificial scarcity. Above all, it unmans the people and
deprives them of initiative: it undoes the teaching of self-help they have been
learning for a generation. It makes them spoonfed.” u

. “The authori.ty directing all economic activity would control not merely
the part of our lives which is concerned with inferior things; it would control

the allocation of the limited means for all our ends. And whoever controls all

economic activity controls the means for all our ends a
¥  which are to to be satisfied and which not. Ecom;rn
control of a sector of human life which can be separat
control of the means for all our ends. And wl:ﬂe;.rer has
m‘ust also determine which ends are to be
higher and which lower, in short, what men should beljeve

— MaHATMA GANDHI

nd must therefore decide '
ic control is not merely

ed from the rest; it is the

sole control of the means

served, which values are to be rated

and strive for.”

—F. A. Havex in ‘Road to Serfdom’

—— e e
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NEWS FROM

ANDHRA PRADESH

To celebrate the victory of Mr. M. R. Masani, to
Parliament from the Rajkot constituency the Andhra
Pradesh Swatantra party and the Legislature
Swatantra party held an At Home.

Mr. G. Latchanna welcomed the guests.

At another meeting held to felicitate the victory
of the Opposition at Amroha, Farrukhabad and
Rajkot, Mr. N. Ranga Reddy, President, Cuddapah
District Swatantra party said that, in returning Dr.
Ram Manchar Lohia, Mr. Acharya Kripalani and
Mr. M. R. Masani people had voted for and recognis-
ed the need for a higher quality of personnel to re-
present them.

Mr. K. V. Narayana Reddi, M.L.A., leader of the
United Democratic Front in the Andhra Pradesh
Assembly, addressed a meeting and expressed his
profound joy at the re-awakening amongst the electo-
rate. Shri Chowdhary Parasuram Naidu, M.L.C.,
leader of the Swatantra party in the Legislature
Council, stated that the trend of the by-elections had

the ruling party.

Mr. G. Latchanna breathed new life into the
the workers and sympathisers when he said that
the opposition was gaining ground. Professor
Ranga led the way at Chittoor and Mr. Masani at
Rajkot was another luminous example for the
Swatantra party. ;

After the close of the Budget session Shri G.
Latchanna, M.L.A., toured Krishna, West Godavari,
East Godavari, Vishakapatnam and Srikakulam
Districts.

DELHI

The Delhi Swatantra Unit has launched a pro-

amme to train workers in political and election
campaign work in their respective spheres. Workers
meetings are organised every week.

The Unit has also published and distributed a
new series of pamphlets: a resume of a paper
on the last Budget by Dr. R. C. Cooper and another
on ‘Non-ali

Despite the rather trf-ing weather, the member-
ship campaign is in full swing and still more new
units are expected to be opened.j. .

To felicitate Acharya Kripalani' and Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia on their success in the by-election,
all democratic Opposition parties combined and held
a public meeting.

BOMBAY

[ 48

The Bombay Unit's Executive Committee invited
the active workers of the Party and some of its
distinguished members and sympathisers to a recep-
tion held to felicitate Mr. Shivrajkumar, the Yuvraj of
Jasdan. ) §,

Mr. Madhu N. Mehta Hon. Secretary of the Bom-
bay Unit and Mr. M. R. Masani welcomed the guest

ment’” by Lt. Colonel H. R. Pasricha.”

THE STATES

Mr. Masani paid a tribute to the courﬂg_o.iﬂﬂa
ﬁﬁgnility with whﬁ:h the Yuvraj had worked in the
by-election at Rajkot. He said that this young Yuvraj
had liberated the peasantry from the spell of fear
cast by the Congress. :

Mr. Shivrajkumar thanking the gathering stated
that he was confident that in the next General Elec-
tions, if Gujarat was properly cultivated the
Swatantra Party would certainly gain a commandin
position. He paid a tribute to Mr. Bhailalbhai Patel,
who he said had aroused in him a sense of duty to his
fellow country-men.

Another reception was held for the Yuvraj of
Wankaner, an Independent M.L.A. Wankaner had
campaigned vigorously for the Swatantra Party’s
candidate in the Rajkot by-election.

A public meeting was called by the goldsmiths of
Dadar-Parel and addressed by Mr, Dahyabhai Patel,
M.P. and Mr. Madhu Mehta.

'n-l 'ﬂ?;

'MYSORE

uite starkly rejected the present general policies of '}

"The Bangalore Swatantra Unit held discussions on
various subjects in their study circle meetings. } /€

Mr. K. G. Abdul Sammad Khan spoke on ‘Con-
gress Raj’, Mr. M. S. Shankar Rao on ‘Slogans and
Shibboleths’, Mr. V. T. Sreenivasan on ‘Our Civic
Affairs’, Mr. P. H. Krishna Rao on ‘Tmpact of the
Public Sector on the Economic Life of Society,” Profes-
sor M. Sreenivasaya on ‘Some Scientific and Technolo-
gical Aspects of Prohibition, Mr. C. Bheemasena Rao
on ‘Justice and the Common Man’, Mr. V. Srinivasan
on ‘Sugar Problem’” and Mr. B. V. Narayana Reddy on

\ Becent Election Trends’.
“"( These study circles are attracting more and more
' people and help in developing contact between the

people and the Swatantra Party.

Mr. N. M. Balakrishna, President, Sullia Taluka
Unit, and Mr, K. M. Subraya, Secretary, organised a
publicity week to popularise the Swatantra Party
manifesto. | [

Mr. M R. Janardhana, Mr. M. G. Narasimha
Swamy, Mr. D. L. Somashekar were amongst those
who addressed the meetings which were held at
Sullia, Iverand, Kotemaundugaru, Chokkadi, Guthi-
gar, Panja and Palyathadka,

ORISSA

Mr. R. N. Singh Deo, Leader of the Opposition,
wrote to the Chief Minister of Orissa requesting him
to call an early session of the Legislative Assembly
in view of the fast deteriorating supply position
and the gravity of the scarcity situation”, He feared
that if food grains were not moved to the interior
,before the onset of the monsoon the situation was
likely to become ‘uncontrollable’.

Mr. Deo also stated that those people who were
suspected of not having voted for the Congress in
the Assembly by-elections were being victimised.
“You will agree with me that discrimination against
persons and refusal of supply of food grains from fair

iy |



i il f ins shops during such times of
ginsg;s;et:;l pgﬁr ﬁas]ismis aull: unpardonable criminal
action. .... " the leader affirmed.

PUNJAB

ecretary, Sardar Basant Sin h, in ad.di-
uo'll;h &Sﬁgﬁgsa M:n?ber of the District E‘Jaopc_er_ahoq
Committee, is also a Member of the State Citizens
Council as well as its District Council and as such
has been attending meetings of both at Chandigarh
and at Patiala. He has availed of these opportunities
to explain the Party’s Manifesto and its policies:, |,
An all-opposition party meeting was held in
Patiala to voice public resentment towards the pre-
sent oppressive policies of the State Government.
Sardar Basant Singh’s speech was heard with rapt

attention on the occasion.
e District Unit of Jullundur has been reorga-

RAJASTHAN

A special mﬂti;el:ing of Part

lect the office bearers o

:]cl.eeﬂ:ahargwal was re-elected as the Leader ¢
Assembly Party.

The Dyistrigy office of the Party organised a Pﬁbﬁ
meeting at Dungagfur town. The Maharaw
Dungarpur addressed the mammoth gathering.

During_his visit to the Bhomat area of Udaipur
district, the President was moved as he listened to

tales of woe and vicissitudes of the backward and

ignorant tribals who are compelled to suffer at the
hands of the Government. - nayl
A Public meeting was held at Swaroopganj, Sirchi
District—the first meeting ever organised and addres-
sed by any opposition party—it was well attended
and gave promise of the party gaining impetus in
this area if sincere efforts are made. '
Shri K. N. Sharma visited Sagwara and Galiakot
and Antri village where Naya Panchayat by-election
was to take place. Two Panchas and a Chairman of

of thel

the Naya Panchayat were returned in a straight l

';;?‘- nised and younger elements has beem brought in
\ contest against the Congress. ;

who it is expected will work as live wires'., c

|
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THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE STATE

“I look upon an increase in the power of the State with the greatest fear,
because although while apparently doing good by minimising exploitation, it
does the greatest harm to mankind by destroying individuality which is at the
root of all progress.”

-

“The State represents violence in a concentrated and organised form. The
individual has a soul, but as the State is a soulless machine, it can never be
weaned from violence to which it owes its very existence.”

*
“Individual freedom alone can make a man voluntarily surrender himself ‘
completely to the service of the society. If it is wrested from him, he becomes |

an automaton and society is ruined. No society can possibly be built on a denial
of individual freedom.”

*

“Selt-Government means a continuous effort to be independent of govern-
ment whether it is foreign government or it is national, Swaraj government will
be a sorry affair if people look up to it for the regulation of every detail in life.”

*

“To me political power is not an end but one of the means of enabling
people to better their condition in every department of life. Political power
means capacity to regulate national life through national representatives. If
national life becomes so perfect as to become self-regulated, no represenh:cion
becomes necessary. There is then a state of enlightened anarchy. In such a ‘St'lt
everyone is his own ruler. He rules himself in such a manner and he is e
4 hindrance to his neighbour. In the ideal State, therefore, there is no " Ir'le've‘l- ' '
power because there is no State. But the ideal is never :Eully realisedp;:mlt]licfi '

Hence the classical statement of T}
hore: . : ]
governs the least.” au that that government is best which
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