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I virited Xachmir for a couple of days from 25th to 27th
June in response to an invitation from the A1l India Nanigement
Assoointion to inwu urate their Advanced Nansgement Training
Course. 1 wans ll'blt,. while there, to meet a grent many ptople and
get 2 useful glimpse and a feel of how things were shapins in the
Valley. Among the people I met at thelr :hw:ltsum; over & oup of
tea were the Prime Minleter, Mr. 0. M, Sadiq and the former
Premier, Bakghi Ghulam Moh#mmed.

8rinagar had sti1l not recovered from the shock of the
unfortunate events of June 7. On that day, there was 2 complete
brenkdown of law and order. Men, women and children were attacked
by unruly mobs and two churches were burnt down with lmspunity at
an interval of scveral hours. The police were nowhere to be meen
and, when vieible, were inert. Not only were foreiomers, inclu-
ding & Bulgarimn, attacked but even Indinane were Am-aulted and
¥Mr. J. J. Singh, who waas an eye witness to the events, told me that
the demonstration took an ugly anti-Indian turn.

A1l this happened in the¢ pame of =lidarity with the
Arad ocountrie¢s in their quarrel o::r‘ Israel | The backdrop to thie
outbreak of violence was provided by inflsmmatory stotements made
by the Prime Minister of Xashmlr snd the President of the l'h'!li
Congrees Committee, Mr. Mir Kassim, who h™ made viclous attacks
not only °n Iarmel but also on the Western Bemocracles Tor their
alleged support of Ilrlu} deapite the fagt that both the USA and
Brit™n had declared their neutrality. The foilure of ﬁg.ntf
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of wild reporte ciroulating in Srinngar., Omly a proper investigation,
which is not 1ikely to take place, would disclose whether the disgrace-
ful failure of the Mithorities to maintain order was due to connivanoe
on their part or to the€ impotenmce that comes from the fiet that the
present Government in Kashmir does mot emjoy the support "md the confie

dence of the pcople,

AN11 this is very 8eplorible and draws attintion to the damger
of wh ot might happen if Pakistan were to take advantage of such a
situntion to intervene once Aagnin in Xashmir. The evenie of June 7
should therefore be trented ms a dmnger signal not only by the Coverm-
ment of Indim but alse by the Indismm people as a whole. ;’)ﬂurt is &
dmgerous vaguum of leadership. Kachmir Wmdly necdes 2 Government repre-

sentative of the pecople.

That thie ie missing stems from the fact that the General
Fleotlona of Pebrusry 1967 in Kashmir were neither foir nor free. For
one thing, popular leaders like Shelkh Abdullah, Il.:";;hllfs'll Baig and
Maulama Masoodi were in detention aleng with hundreds of others., PFor
lnnther.'[{hnrge number of nomination papers were, on one excuse or
another,frejected by Returning Officers who were locdl officials.
Finally, there was & general olimate of intimidation. It is commonm
ground smong all Opposition Parties, including the Jan Sangh, that the
people of Kashmir were denied the fair and free elections available to
people in the rest of Indis last Pebruary. The longer the unhenlthy
state of affairs that has resulted from this faoct is 2llowed to C‘ﬁﬂl‘.

the more difficult 4t may be for things to mend,
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In thie context, the mppeal recemtly made by a large number
of Members of Parli2ment belonging to various Parties for the release
of Sheikh Abdulish is to be welcomed. The release of Cheikh Abdullsh
oould essily be the firet step in a process that might help to mend
the present state of affaire. Sheikh Abdul’ah's release, along with
that of his colleagues, could be followed usefully by 2 Round Table
Conference ¢2lled by the Prime Minister of India in which “heikh
Abdullah, ¥r, G. M, Sadiq, Bekrekri“OWuT=r¥ohvEmed and =pokcomen of
other politionl elements in Jomsm and Kashmir could participate.

The SWatamtra PErty™s Wﬁguftu? 5@ Xachmir-Preblen
Al Leagi ble Peeple vtwld el Ika
1 a-bnat, While lthe re should hc normal and friendly rclations between

India and Pakietan in the interest and security of the entire Subd -
continent, Pakistan's aggression in 1965 has deprived it of whatever
loous standi it might have had in regard %o the Kashmir problem, awd
that "the precise status of Xashmir within the Indian Union and the
measure of autonomy it should enjoy hneZtg:;’;rz;:'ﬂ out between the
people of Kashmir and those of the rest of India through their res-
pective representatives. A Round T®ble Conference such as is here
suggeated could make a useful contribution to the solution of these
problems,

A Conference of this nmature could be followed by the disso-
lution of the present Legislative Assembly snd o fresh electionsin
which a1l Kashmiri clements cowWld participste. Such cleotions could
in turn be followed by the setting up of a new Government in Jamsu
and Kashair. In order that such a Government is brond-based and

fully representative of the people, it would be desirable that all
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mnjor elements in the public 1life of Jomsu =nd Kashmir should be rersus

ded to join in forming such a government.

While there~temo-doubt—tH=t an spproach on the limes outlined
above would be welcomed by the vast majority of the people of Kashmir,
there is no doubt +that a great denl of tact snd eweet reaconablenean
on the part of all concerned would be required to facilitate a pemgeful
and orderly solution of the Kashmir problem on these llnes.

Thie 12 n difficult but worthwhile #bjective. FNot only would it
remove the bitterness towards Indis that flared up in such "n ugly mann
on June 7 and make the Kashmir people a happy part of the Indian nationm,
but 1t would also deprive Pakistan of sny further exocuse for interfer-
ing in the affaire of Kashmir.

I wan glad while in Shirimagar to be present at the estslishment
of a Swatantra Forum which propoees to @imseminate Swatantra philom phy,
idenls and principles in Kashmir., It is to be hoped that a similar
Oroup might ocome into existence before long in Jammu nlso. W¥While the
Swatantra Forum is " sutonomous Group and ie not a part of the
Swatantra Party, it 1is to be hoped that the work done by the Forum will
prepare the ground, in course of time, for the estadlighment of a brancl
of the Swatantra Party in the State of Jamau and Kashmir. The need has
been felt in Kasheir for a nom-denominational =and non-secoessionist Part
preferably of am all-India character, md the Swatantra Party could mee)
this need. It would also provide mm extra link or bridge between
Kashair and the rest of India and be one more step towards ending thé
lsolation of Kashmir from the rest of India,



