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visited Kashmur for a couple
of days from 25th 10 27th
June in response 1o an invi-
wion from the All India

nagemeni Assoc.alion fo
|mu‘$ their Advanced Manage-
ment Training Course. | was able,
while there,*to meet & great many
people and get a useful glimpse
and a feel of how things were
shaping in the Valley.

Spinagar had still not recovered
from the shock of the unfonunaie
evenis of Jupe 7. On that day,
there was a complete breakdown of
law and order. Men, women and
children were attacked by unruly
mobs and two churches were
burpt down with impumly at om
interval of several hours. The
police were nowhere to be scen
and, when visible, were nert. Nol
only were foreigners, including a
Bulgaran, attacked but even
Indhans were assaulled and Mr I,
). Singh, who was an €ye wilness
te the events, told me that the
demonstration took an ugly anu-
CAndian turn.

All this happened in the name
of sohdarity with the Arab coun-
tries in their quarrel with Israel!
The backdrop to this outbreak of
violence was provided by inflam-
matory stalements made by the
Prime Minister of Kashmir and the
President of the Swte Congress
Commiltee, Mr Mir Kassim, who
had made vicous atiacks nof®only
on Israel but also on the Western
Democracies for their alleged sup-
port of Israel, despite the [act that
both the USA and Britain had
declared  their  neutrality. The
failure of the administration 1o
protect person and property has led
to all kinds  of wild reports circu-
lating in Srinagar. Only a proper
investigation, which s not likely
to ke place, would disclose whe-
ther the disgraceful failure of the
Authorities to maintain order was
due to connivance on their part or
I impotence that comes from the
fact that the present Government
in Kashmir does not enjoy the
wupport and the confidence of ihe
people.

All this s very deplorable and
draws attention 1o the danger of
what might happen if Pakistan
were 0 take advamage of such a
situalion to inlervene once again
In Kashmir. The events of June 7
should therefore be treated asa dan-
ger ~ignal nct only by the Govern-
ment of India butalso by the Indian
people as a whole,

There is & dangerous vacuum of

keadership, Kashmir badly needs
i Government representative of
the people

That this is missing stems from
the fact that the General Elections
of February 1967 in Kashmir were
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neither fair nor free. For one thing,
popular  leaders like  Sheikh
Abdulleli, Maulvi Afzal Baig and
Mavlana Masood: were in delen-
ton along with hundreds of others.

For another, large number of
nomination papers were, on onc
excuse or another, rejecied by

Returning Officers who were local
officials, Finally, there was a
general climate of intimidation. Tt
is common ground among all
Opposition Parties, including the
Jan Sangh, that the people of
Kashmir were denied the fair and
free elections available to people
in the rest of India last February.
The longer the unhealthy state of
affairs that has resulted from this
fact 15 allowed to continue, the
more difficult it may be for things
to mend

In this context, the appeal recent-
ly made by a large number of
Members of Parliament belonging
tc various Parties for the release
of Sheikh Abdullah is to be wel-
comed. The release of Sheikh
Abdullah could ecasily be the first
step in a process that might help
to mend the present state of aff-
airs.  Sheikh Abdullah’s  release,
along with that of his colleagues,
could be followed usefully by a
Round Table Conference called by
the Prime Minister of India in
which Sheikh Abdullah, Mr. G.
M. Sadig, and spokesmen of other

political clements in Jammu and

Kashmir could participate.

All sensible peaple wish that there
should be normal and friendly re-
lations between India and Pakis-
tan in the interest and security of
the entire sub-continent. The
precise status of Kashmir  within
the Indian Unijon and the measure
of autonomy it should enjoy have
therefore 1o be worked owl between
the people of Kashmir and those
of the rest of India through their
respeclive representatives. A Round
Table Conference such as is here
suggested could make a  useful
contribulion to the solution of
these problems.

A Conference of this nature
could be followed by the dissolu-
tion ©of the presem Legislative
Assembly and fresh elections in
which all Kashmin elements could
participate. Such elections could
m turn be followed by the senting
up of a new Government in Jammu
and Kashmir. In order that such
1 Government is broad-based and
fully representative of the people.
it would be desirable that all major
clements in the public life of
Jammu and Kashmir should be
persusded fo join in forming such
3 government.

While an approach on the lines
outlined above would be welcomed
by the vast majority of the people
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of Kashmir, there is no doubl that
a great deal of tact and sweat
reasonableness on the part of all
concerned would be reguired 1o fac-
litate a peaceful and arderly solution
of the Kashmir Problem on these
lines.

This is a difficult but worthwhile
objective. Not only would 1t re
move the bitterness towards India
that flared wp in such an ugly
manner on June 7 and make the
Kashmiri people a happy pant of
the Indian npation, but it would
also deprive Pakistan of any fur-
ther excuse for interfering in the
affairs of Kashmir,

I was glad while in Srinagar to
be present at the establishment of
a Swatantra Forum which proposes
to disseminate Swatantra philosophy,
jdeals and principals in Kashmur,

‘While the Swalanira Forum is
an autonomous Group and is nof
a part of the Swatantra Party, it
is to be hoped that the work done
by the Forum will prepare the
ground, in course of time, for the
establishment of a branch of the
Swatantra Pany in the Stwate of
Jammu and Kashmir, The need
has been felt in Kashmir for a

The strength of a
country’s democracy may
well be gauged by the
freedom of her people to
express their viewpoints
cven though they be
radically opposed to the
popular view (and ours!).
To this freedom we
dedicate our new series
wherein the well-known
Parliamentarian, M.R.
Masani will give racy
commentaries on topics
of current interest

non-denominational and non-scces-
sionist Party, preferably of an all-
India character, and the Swatanira
Party could meet this need. Tt
would also provide an extra link
or bridge between Kashmir and
the rest of India and be one more
step towards ending the isolation
of Kashmir from the rest of India.
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that's bright and lively.
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is a =sa pilot
in flight
ever relaxed?

It's a fact, though it might sound far-fetched.
A CSA pilot in flight is always relaxed. His training,
his experience, his confidence in the aircraft, allow him
to be relaxed. The more relaxed, the more efficient he is! And
his efficiency helps to make your flight so much
more relaxed. Come fly with us—come fly CSA.
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