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Must T co i Vietnam way?
askedd Mr. M. R, Masanl, M.P,, Deputy
Loader of the Swatantra Party in TPar-
lismont, nddressing o public meeting ot
Sapru House organized by the Delld
Swutantrn Party Unit on July 27. The
speaker answered “No”, but made this
pegative answer conditional on certaln
developments in the coming months
and years.

According to Mr. Masani, two eswsen-
pisl elements i the Vietnam pheno-
menon are: (1) A combination of nter-
pal and external subversion with Com-
st gui'[ulln Ises npeute.d from
gerins the border; (2) The absence of a
troad based  democmtic  govemment
which could rally the bulk of (he peopls
behind It

The threat to India’s independence
andd her freo way of life will have to
be met at two levels. The front paw
of the Chinese Comntunist advance,
whether in Nasalbari or elvewhere,
mist be  eliminatedd  before it can
become a permanent base for subwer-
ston and civil war. The present lull in
Nasalbari and Bengal is deceptive. The
Lelt Communists am lying Jow hecause
their extremists have got out of hand
am] cavsed them embarrassment. There
will, however, he more Naxalbaris lo
corve, anel the situation will recur with
inervasing gravity.  The existence of a
common  border, which does not exist
i Awlbra o Kemala, can create a
situation  where Tt'l(‘l\g.l.m will Jook
lke a picnic Null'lil‘lg less than a ban
on the Left Communist Party and the
elimination of Communist Ministers
from the West Bengal Cahinet is poces-
sary.  Thote measues should be the
stufing-point of a  counterattack in
defence of Indian  natiopaliem  and
Jemoomey.  Fallwie I this will lead to
major blomished lates.

The other Jevel at which sction s
mocosary tn save democracy  is the
removal of the present Congress Gaw-
emmént at the Centre. Ewvery dav it
remaing in  ofice only accelerates the
drift @ disaster. The Government's
ecuoomic policied, which have failed
completely and broaght the country o
& voteplete e, e persisted in by e
Congress, who seem o have [earnt
nothing aml forgotten  nothing. The
Government’s home and external poli
cin are complelely out of line with
puliic opinion, as was evidencod by i
policy on the West Adam war, The
Congress of today i 0 et of Sukarnm
who are clinging to power alter they
have lat the contidence of the people
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On the other hand, the non-Congress
Goverments  which  have  sccepted
Commnunists into their ranks are open-
mg the door to dangerome dinfiltration
into the Services and sensitive points in
the administration. With the exception
of Orissa and  Madras, these non-
Congress Governments are_also failing
to live up lo theic promises and oare
creating  disillusignment  among  the
people.  There must be s end 10 the
nonsensical  ddea  that anybody who
opposes the Congress s scceptable.
What lLave consistent demoemts and
nationalists in cormmon with the Lalt
Compmunists in the West Goy-
ermment, who are responsible for brutal
violence and terror and are thretening
to convert our country info  unother
Vietngm? g

They contradictions of this false idea
have led o a climb-down by the SSP.
They starled with the brave proclama-
thom that they would withdraw from any
State Government which did not deliver
the goods within six wonths, but they
have now admitted failure and declared
that they will support even the worst of
these Governments in order to keep the
Congress out.  The resalt of this policy
will be that the people will either tum
back to the Congress Party, or lose faith
i pacliamentary democracy altogether,

It is for this reasom that the Swa-
it Party has decidad nol o foin any
coalition Government ot (e Contre in
which Connownists parficipate. In this
eonnection there g little to choose

between the Right and Lelt Commu-
nists.  Both are Fifth Coluomns of their

respective nwnm. ﬂhgs sqp('h Tecent
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hook: Mascow's Hand in India, and the
lm.m'll::a.sti of “Radic  Peace

and Pro-
from Tashkent, prove that the

Enm:t Government fs interfering flag-__
r.;ntly in Tndia's internal [In'ﬂ'll.‘l. r

One way out of this democrat’s
dflemma s the establishment of a Gov-
eroment of Democratie Unity.  This is
the altermative for which the Swatamtra
Party ‘is working. While the Commm-
nists should be excluded, there should
be room in such a government for all
democratic  opposition  parties and for
those Congressmen who wish to join in
saving the country. The proces of
political education is proceeding, but
unfortunately, Congressmen are  the
backward children in  our pelitical
school. Time is running out. There is
a race between the itelligence and
patritism of the Indian people on the
one hand, and economic  collapse and
political chavs on the other. There is
an even chance of survival

The entire class of politicians and the
systemn_of parliamentary democracy are
on trinl. There 15 a general fecling that
Government and  Parlament are letting
the country down,  Newver in my thicty-
five years of palitical life have 1 known
the atmosphere to be as  wurky and
stilling as this. While al]l parties and
politicians must share the respongibi-
Lity, that of the Congress Pasty is the
heaviest.  Only two days after they had
d'rplu‘rrt] defections  from  thele awn
ranks in Madlwa Pradesh, the Cmm
Parliamentary Party
o oppasition MP  iute thelr nmh'l

1 politiclin: and political parties do
themselves  together in time
got togéther across party barriers,
thry wl. like their counterparts in
Burma, Pakistan, Ghana and Indenesia,




