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MUST INDIA GO
THE VIETNAM
WAY ?

Sume months ago, was it two or three months
ago, my good friend Jaiprakash Narayan venmured w
give expression 1o some thoughts about the peril in
which he thought our democracy, our youry democracy,
was today, and the dangers o which we would be
exposed if our democratic experiment failed. He was
immediately chewed up by the Congress Waorking
Committee for these dangerous thoughts and was even
described as “irresponsible™, a term which does not fit
Mr. Jaiprakash Narayan very well, because, while the
rist of vs are talking in Deihi, he i in the willage of
Bihar serving thise who need Tood and helping 1hose in
dire need. 1 think what lic said was very sensible and
something that needed to be said.  There are 1oo many
peaple in a country at any given tigie who meet any
thought of danger with the phrase “It can't bappen
here”. That phrase was heard in Buropean cownlies



when Fascism raised its ugly head. That phrase was
heard in countries which later succumbed to Communist
dictatorship. Therefore this idea ““It can't happen here,
#0 let's all relax’ is a somewhat dangerous one.

Certainly, the state of our country does not call for
complacency. Weare a picture of gloom. Economically,
we are bankrupt, there is moral decay in our public life
and standards are dropping. There is an external threat
and a domestic fifth column.  All along our borders, all
the way from Kashmir to Nagaland, there is discontent
and incipient revolt. Internationally, we are isolated
and our prestige has slumped considerably in the
past few vears and months, It is true the recent
General Elections raised our hopes, but that is an
unfinished piece of business that has 10 be carried
forward. 1 think it would be true o say that our
democracy itself is on trial, that our political class is

being warched by the people very closely and not with
considerable sympathy any more,

A Losing Battle ?

As I sit in Parliament day after day and week after
week, my spirits diop.  As a democrat I feel that we
are fighting a losing battle. That is pot to say that
we do not have good debates i Parliament and that
some useful work is not done, But the trouble with
these goad debates is that when they are going on, the
house is empty and one has the mortification of h;ving
.tc wk_ to largely empty benches, But when there
8 mischiel in the air, 3 showdown of some kind
a mlmlmhn of some kind, a row of some kind, then thﬂ'
house is packed, and the great bulk of rne;nbe:l h
are absent when therr is g

. . an intelligent debat seem
enjoy being in the middle of a row, You ha\r\:!:m Wf‘-:ll
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has been happening not only in Parliament but in
State Assemnbly after State Assembly, We read reports
of what happens in Calcutta, Lucknow, Pama and in
our other capitals, and we hang our heads in shame
that our legislators, whether in Delhi or elsewhere,
would set such an example of lack of discipline, lack of
seriousness of purpose that is expected of them. There is
too much selfsceking, too much party advantage,
mdiscipline and defiance of the Chair, a great deal of
noise which (akes the place of intellectual discussion
and very little sense of national purpose.

One looks back to a visit to Israel many years
ago, when in a few days one sensed and came back
with a tremendous feeling of a sense of national purpose
and direction, of a people who were making mcrifices
and who knew where they were going, people who
knew they would have a better life next year or the
year after and they were prepared to wait for that and
work for that because it was just within their reach,
because they could see it and because reward followed
hard work. It was this sense of purpose and discipline
that undoubtedly contributed o the magnificent
success of their armies a few weeks back. There is no
such sense of purpose, no such dedication in our
naticnal life. And therefore many people are

“begining to feel that Parliament and Government are

failing the nation and I would e rather inclined to
agree with them.

Our Bourhons

I am not saying that the Congress larty is the
only party responsible for this mems. Of course they
have the jargest share of the responsibility. It & they
who have been in office fir twenty long years, it s
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they who set the pace, and others copy or imitate, and
so their responsibility is very large. But I can't say
that the other parties who are in opposition have a
clean bill. Let us look at them for a {ew moments
and see how they look in a dispassionate analysis.

The Congress Party rtoday is like the Bourbons.
They had a wvery bad defeat in the elections and one
hoped they would mend but, like the Bourbons, they
have learnt nothing and forgotton nothing.  They
seem to have a tremendous aptitude for repeating the
very same mistakes that have brought them and us to
this unfortunate pass. [fanyone has any hopes that
their economic policies are going to change or improve,
I would sy : “abandon hope'”. There is no such
prospect at present.  On the contrary, like a doctar
whose drug has failed and who has no other thoughis
in his mind, this quack doctor wants to double the dose,
More nationalisation, higher taxation, more inflation,
abalition of privy purses, One afier another these
quack remedies are being troted out, The kind of
appointments they make frighten one somewhat.
Recently Professor D. R. Gadgil was appointed Vice
Chairman of the Planning Commision. A sympa-
lh:ltic journalist in D?!hi wrote a long editorial, a long
article on the editorial page of a leading newspaper,
saying that it was a very good choice. But as one read
l!u: article which expounded the views of Professor
(-'Jd!ﬂ: one’s heart sank. He thought that taxarion
in India wasn't high enough, it should be increased
further and not oaly for the very rich, but also for
the peasnts of India whe, according o him, are
e:lﬁlFl!Il; paying their fair share of taxes. As 1w the
I.:lpntn] market, which is in the doldrums, his remedy
is a very simple one—just kill 1. There i:'nn ek
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capital market becanse the Government should ger
into its hands all the money in the country and the
Government must be the only investor. These are
some of the bright ideas which Professor Gadgil is now
going to be given a chance o wy out an that unfort-
unate guinea pig, the Indian economy. It appears
to me that he is very much in the series which has
already brought this country fo ruin - the series
that started with Professor Mahalanobis and went
through Profesor V.K.R.V. Rao and Mr. Ashok
Mehta, now to Professor DR, Gadgil. It seems that
our Government cannot find anyone but a Marzist 1o
place in charge of our planning, with very predict-
able results.

Then cur Prime Minister has asked Mr. Nambwoaod-
ripad, the Chief Minuster of Kerela, to become a part-
time member of the Planning Commission.  There are
about twenty Chief Ministers in India, hall of them
belonging 1o her own party, the other halfl belong to
various other parties, but she had (o choose the ane
Communist Chief Minister to confer this honour on,
and Mr. Namboodripad has said that  he will
condescend to think it over and decide whether it
suits his purpose or not.

That is why I say that if anyone has any hopes of
improvement from the Congress Party’s policies cither
al home or abroad, he or she had better abanden hope
rightaway.

In interpational affairs, the gud between the
country and the Congress Party has never becn wider.
Whether it was in regard o the refosal to seves
relations with the bandit regime m Peking, afier the
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way they treatcd our diplomats, or whether it was
the abiject support of one side in the West Asian conflict,
throwing all impartiality and justice to the winds, the
people of India are well ahead of the Government,
but they seem to be unable to make the Government
reflect their point of view.

There is this mauer of defections of which our
press is full. It is undoubtedly a national disgrace. I
am not against prople changing their views, or even
their political party or label, Thatis a very healthy
thing when it comes from within, when there is a feeling
that one no longer belongs 10 a particular school of
thought or that a particular party one has served is
ceasing to play a positive role and one should move on.
Some very good people have changed parties. Mr,
Winston Chuichill changed his party, I did so too, But
when people change their parties, they do it for a very
compelling reason of policy aor principle. ‘What we sec
today is not a change of party because your ideas have
changed or the party has deteriorated, but a defection
from one party to another with a view tw creating a
situation where you or someone close 1o you gets a job
or becomes a Minister.  All the defections that have
taken place since last February, whether to the
Congress party or from the Congress Party, have been
motivated by this rather dishonourable idea, The
delections 1ake place so that the balance of power is
changed and those who were sitting on  the back
1:;::1:]1:: could thea move on 1o a treasury bench. Or
if they don't, then somebody else does who has pmmmd
to make it worth their whil :

: €, and these defections now
rur into hundreds, if you take the country as a whole,

The Rat Race
Now the Congress Party unfortunately, instead of
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setting a good example, is leading the rat race. They
had a rule till & few weeks ago, till the 7th of July, that
they would not admit to their party someone who had
already left them and who now wanted to slink back.
Well, that was good o far as it went, but on the 7th of
July the Congress Parliamentary Board abolished that
rule and made it clear to all the opporwmnists of all
parties that they were now most welcome within the
Congress portals, and the result is to be seen

Last week, when the tide ran the other way in
Madhya Pradesh, Congress Ministers gnashed their teeth
and said that it was a very disgraceful thing that had
happened in Madhya Pradesh. But yesterday they
admirted an M.P, fram an opposition party to their ranks
in the Congress Parliamentary party. How do thes
very incomsistent actions add up, how do they reconcile
their protest against an evil and then their practice of

it the very next day ?

The Congress Party appears to me to be now quali-
fving for the role that President Sockarno has made s0
very well known in bis own country. The role of a
group of people in' power, who have lost the confidence
of the country but are not prepared 0 leave affice, who
wish to cling to it inspite of popular lack of confidence.
As this refusal 0 hand over power or share power
develops, as we saw in Rajasthan, as we soe in Madhya
Pradesh today, there i going to be more and more the
kind of sitwation that ultimately led 16 President
Soekarno’s overthrow in his gwn country, where he s
today a puppet president whithaut any funttion.

There are people who will think that one
Congress leader 1s better than another, that if only Mr.



so-and-so would take the place of Mrs, so-and-so
everything will be fine. I wish it was as simple as
that. Unfortunately I cannot share that fecling that a
cheice or a change over from one Congress leader to
another will solve our country’s problems.  Mr. Moraji
Desai, for instance, who some people would look upon
as a great improvement, made some peculiar statements
i the last few days and wecks, When the matter of
privy purse was being discussed and the All India
Congress Committee, by a snap vote late in the night
without a quorum, teok a certain decision which was
not at all regular or binding, Mr. Desai who had voted
against it said : Tt is true that this represents a breach
of faith on the part of the Government and those with
whom they had entered into solemn contract and
treaty but since the A, I. C. C. has taken this decision,
I am bound by it and shall carry it out. Now to
him perhaps this appeared obvious but to me it appeared
like & non sequitor because when your party asks you
to commit a breach of faith, then you do not have to
remain in office and carry out that breach of faith,
You always have the option to resign.

Professor Tawney, the well known statistician and
economist, was offered a peerage many years ago by
Ramsey Macdonald, whom he did not look upon with
favour, as Labour Prime Minister, Professor Tawney
wrote a letter 1o Mr, Macdonald decling the honour
very politely and ended his letter with a sentence which
I often remember : *Your party has a right to ask any-
thing of you except one thing—to dishonour yoursell’!
Now why was it that this thought did not occur to our
Deputy Prime Minister 2 Two or three days ago
when he was meeting some defectors from Madhva
Pradesh, be gave expression to the same thought, l:Il:

said the party must come first, But should the party
come first 7 Thatis a question that might well be
considered, Or should the country come first, should
principles come first ?

I certainly would say that my party does not come
first to me. If my party asked me to do something
wrong, they would have to look for someone else to do
that job because I believe that the right of the individual
and his obligation ta his own conscience, to what is good
for the country, must take priority over the dictates of
the party from time to time,

Therefore I do not find very much hope in any
particular Congress politician, It seems to me that the
decay and the disintegration in the Congress Party has
gone so far that, without a change of Government, there
is not very much hope for an jmprovement of the
country's condition.

We have two Opposition Parties, the two Socialist
Parties, Mr. Madhu Limaye faid the other day that in
his view, these were the only pure Opposition and that
the rest were only partially in Opposition. 1 was
pondering that thought when I found that his leader, or
was it himself and the leader of the P.S.P., had rushed to
sign a statzment to the Prime Minister saying that, in
case there were members of her Party who were nit
prepared o commit a breach of faith, in regard to
the Privy purses, she could count on their suppart to
carry out her policy. Tt appesred w0 me that this was
hardly the policy of a pure Opposition to rush o the
tescue of their opponents before cven the invitation had
been extended. On the contrary, one might well look
upon both Socialist Parties as sattelites of the Congres
Party and that is because their policies are o close w
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the policy of the Congress Party policies, let us say of
democratic socialisn as understood here or Stateism as
we call it, that there is not much room for them to
function in opposition, except on a purely personal plane.
On the plane of policy, they find it very difficult to
distinguish themselves from the policies of the ruling
Party,

I think they are moving our way. I think that
Dr. Lohia apd the $.5.P. in particular are moving away
from State Capitalism or Stateism to something a little
different.  Dr. Lohia now says that he is equi-distant
from private capitalism and State capitalism, Coming
fitom a Socialist, I welcome this statement because it
seems that he has moved away half from his end and is
now in some way between the two camps. 1 hope that
this drilt or this strain will persist and that more and
more members of the P.S.P. and 5.8.P. will come
realise that the Socialism Mr, Nehru has bequeathed to
this country has nothing to contribute to the welfare of
aur people. The policies for which we liberal democrats
stand, whether in the Swatantra Party or elsewhere, arc
likely to be much more rewarding.

United Front From Below

Then there is the Jan Sangh. As you probably recall,
when the new Parliament met in March, we had invited
them to form a bloc with us in Farliament, so that
while the two parties might remain outside keeping their
individual existence, in Parliament at least there might
be a hundred people sitting together and providing an
alternative Government 1o the country. We were wvery
sorry when they turmed down this offer. Our doors
are still open and we hope that some time they will
think again. But I was sorry (o read only two or three

o

days ago that the General Secretary of the Jan Sangh
repeated that there was no question of their coming
nearer the Swatantra Party.,

That, of course, is their right, but what bothers
me is something rather disturbing that I notice these
days and that is a Communist attempt to infiltrate into
the ranks of the R.S.5, and the Jan Sangh. This is what
the Communists call a “United Front from below",
Ignore Mr. Balraj Madhok, ignore Mr. Vajpai, get at
the boys lower down in the mchallas and the field,
flatter them, play up to them, tell them they are progre-
ssive, their leaders are reactionary, and bring them
closer to the Communist line, Now if you want any
evidence for this disturbing thought which worries me,
I refer you to a series of wvery interesting articles
in Link magazine, you know what its colour is, of
the 12th March, the 26th March, the 30th April and
the 23rd July. These are very appreciative articles
about the R.8.5. and even the Jan Sangh, except for
Mr. Balraj Madhok who wants fricndship with the
Swatantra Party and therefore is a reactionary. But the
R.5.8. leadership and the R.S.5, rank and fle and
particularly Mr, Nana Deshmukh, are praised for not
being anti-communist. They are praised for beenming
radical, In an article Link said : ‘Experience s
driving large sections of the Jan Sangh rank and fle
and middle leadership to the conclusion that the
political future of their party lies neither in tving it to
the apron strings of Swatantra nor in secking & common
language with the Congress, but in tuning more and
economic radicalism and in building friendly relations
with the Left Parties’. The weekly then goes on o
say: ‘In all his talks and speeches Mr, Nana Deshmukh
(e is one of the most powerful RSS Jan Sangh leaders



has never uttered a word against the Communists
and has shown a willingness to take a practical view of
all economic problems’, In the Punjab, says Link, the
shilt in the emphasis of the Jan Sangh is even more
marked : “With regard to Communists, their attitude of
absolute hostility has changed to one of cooperation on
agreed points’. So the Link congratulates itsell that its
political party, the Communists, have had considerable
success in this drive to cat up the Jan Sangh and R.S.S.
I mention it because this is one more disturbing
symptom of how these total forces, the disruptive forces,
are gaining ground and functioning at various levels.
The Jan Sangh journal, the Organiser of March 12, 1967,
is appreciatively quoted as saying : “There is not much
common between B.J.S. and G.P.I, But we are all
children of Bharat Mata and we are all heirs to the
spirit of the twentieth century. That sure is some base
o try to bujld on.'

And that brings me to the two Communist Parties,
It seems 1o me that the Communists of both the
parties today, are indulging in the practice of
what they call the theory of increasing misery. The
Communist partics traditionally believe that the more
miserable, the more oppresed, the more starving a
people, the more chance there is for them to capture
power, because it is in misery alone that anyone could
listen o their nonsenice and their lies. Sane people,
prosperous people, happy people, are not likely to fall for
Communist propaganda and so they believe in accen-
mating conditions where their mu“.a.ar would appear
atractive. That is the theory of increasing misery and

this it seems to me is what they are practising today in
the policies they follow,

There is another theory of theirs that they are
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following and ' that is of the United Front. The United
Front is a Communist tactic for destroying their political
opponents, Mr. Rakosi, the former Prime Minister of
Hungary, who was a real butcher, once described this
process very openly after he had succeeded in practising
it in his own country of Hungary. He called it
“Salami'’ tactics, First join with four parties to destroy
the filth, then get the ather three to join you in des-
troying the fourth, then get the two remaining ones
ta join you in destroying the third, Then only two
suckers will be lefy, get one on your side and destroy
the second, Tlhen you eat up the survivor and nobody
is left but yoursell. And he said that is how the Commu-
nists came to power in Hungary, It seems to me very
much as if our Communist parties think that they
should try this game. They have offered support to
the Chief Ministers of Punjab, U.P., Bilar and Bengal,

Now when Communisis offer support, it has a
special meaning. Many years ago, when the Labour
Party was in power, on the eve of coming o power in
1924 in England, the British Communist Party asked
Moscow for guidance, should they support  Mr,
Henderson or shouldn't they? And the answer was
“Yes, we shall support Mr, Henderson as the rope
supports the hanged man”.

It appears to me that my good friends Sardar
Gurmam Singh, Chaudhri Charan Singh, Mr. Mahamaya
Prasad and Mr. Ajoy Mukherjee are enjoying support
of exactly that kind. [et us take West Bengal ar an
example, and consider what is happening there,

Common Border

Unfortunately we have now a common border with
Comunist China, we didn’t have it while Tibet was
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there, but Mr. Nehru made a present of Tibet to the
Communists, and today we have a common border with
Communist China—2,400 miles of a common border
and particularly with Bengal and Assam, The Commu-
nists, particularly the Left Communists in Bengal, are
resorting today to various techniques, One of them is
the Gherao. Now if you want to see the classic example
of the Gherano, you saw it in Peking when the Indian
Embassy was gheraod there. You surround a building
with men and women inside it and you use loudspeakers
all around to issue threats, (o wage a war of nerves day
and night till the wvictim's will to resist is sofliened
and he succumbs and surrenders to your demands. The
classic gherao was a Gherao of the Indian Embassy in
Peking. And this is the technique that our Communist
friends in Bengal are today practising on employers of
Labaur, an Government officials, on members of the
Opposition Party, on Ministers and so on, You all read
the horrible story of the Congress M.P. Mr, Ghosh and
the way he was brutally assaulted and humiliated in
public for daring to address a meeting critising the
present Bengal Government and the Left Communists.
Now the gherao is not a trade union technigue as it is
wid to be made out, The gherao s an instrument of
coercion and violence, which is designed, among other
things, to bring industrial production to a stop. Industrial
production should be brought to a stop in Calcutta and
the vital belt in Bihar and Bengal because that way
the theory of increasing misery will get a chance 1o
come in7o operation, people will starve, people will be
unemployed, people will be out of jobs, and they will
turn to the Communists and listen to their messmage,

The other expedient is an agrarian revolt and
Naxalbari has become the symbol of that technique. |
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am very glad that the leaders of the two Socialist
parties and the Congress Party are all agreed that there
is nothing agrarian about the Naxalbari revolt, that this
is not a land reform problem, but that this i3 sheer
political exploitation of an economic situation. In fact
the Peking press and the Peking Radio lhave made no
secret of it. They have very proudly claimed that
Naxalbari is the front of the Chinese Communist
advance into India. This is the intial base from which
the Chinese Communists propose to operate in our
territory and, of course, it is intended as one of many
bases they must be building up in Bengal, Assam and
that part of the country.

Naxzalbari

Today there is a lull, today it looks as i
Naxalbari has been solved by the intervention of the
police force which has been sent there. 1 think it wonild
be a grave mistake to come to that conclusion, and I am
very glad that Mr. Dandekar, who went to Calcutta
and studied this matter a few days back, has in his
report given a very clear and perceptive picture of
what has really happencd. As he points oul, the
Comrmunists are lying low for the moment, they are
lying low because their extremists went a little too fast
and got out of step, and this has caused cmba.rfaumf'nl
to the Left Communist Ministers who are bamboozling
Mr. Ajoy Mukherjee into lelieving that they are his
loyal colleagues, They have been shown u;.! and they
are feeling very embarrassed and angry. The plan has
gone out of action because the vanguard ran ahead too

fast and s they have drawn in their horns for the
But | think Mr, Dandekar

moment and are lying low.
at before three months

is perfectly right in his forecast th
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are over, the crisis will recurr with more violence and
with a bigger threat, that the gheraos will start again in
Calcutta city on the one side and the agrarian revolt
will start on the other.

And this is where Vietnam comes in, because this
1 exactly how Vietnam started in 1956, In 1956, after
the Geneva Convention, when North and South Vietnam
were seperated, the North under a Communist regime
of Ho Chi Minh and the South under a democratic
non-communist government of President Diem, a very
great leader of his people. The Communists started
in Vietnam exactly what they are doing in Naxalbari,
They established small guerilla bases, inciting the local
people, enrolling them on their side and preparing them
for a Civil War and when they had done enough of it
by about 1960, they came out in the open. That is
where the Naxalbari rebels went wrang, they were two
impatient. That is why the Left Communist Party
is embarrassed today. Luckily they have shown their
hand too quickly.

In Vietnam the same things happened and the
Vietnamese Government and their American allies took
it very lightly. They thought this wasa local prohilem
and they could deal with it, but Jike us, they had a
common border. When people talk about Telangana,
they do not know what they are talking about,
Telangana was safe, Kerala was sale, because there was
no common frontier. They could be isolated from the
country’s enemica, Malaysia was saved because the
Malaysian guerillas could be destroyed without commu-
nist China or Ho Chi Minh being able to come o their
rescue, because there was no common border. But
Vietnam has a common frontier and we see what is
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happening today and unfortunately for us we havea
common frontier now. So we are like Vietnam, We
are not like Indonesia or Malaysia, which had disrance
and water between them. The first thing to do in such
a situation is to remove the Communists from the West
Bengal Government and to ban at least the Lelt
Communist Party throughout the country,

Now what are the essential aspects of the Vietnam
phenomenon, There are two aspects : One is the
establishment of guerilla bases in one's territory, operated
from across the frontier, instructed, directed and armed
from across the frontier, That is the first fundamental
aspect of Vietnam. The second is the absence of a
broad-based democratic government which can rally the
peaple in fighting this threat, These are the twa evils
from which South Victnam is suffering today.

The Chinese Communists and their Fifth Column
here are trying to create these conditions, They are
creating the first condition of establishing guerilla bascs
in India, Today Naxalbari, may be tomorrow the 24
Parganas and other districts in other parts ol Bengal,
all adjoining the Pakistan/China border sa that a
common frontier is there through which arms, instru-
ctions and guerillas can be siphoned.  That is why the
question arises : Are we going to allow this to happen ?
Are we going to allow a development which, in twn years,
might produce a condition where there are two India's, o
democratic India and a Gommunist Todia, as in Vietnam
today? Or are we determined that this shall not
happen to our country. that we shall not become thie
scene of another hiloody Civil War of the kind that the
poor people of Vietnam are having to endure today

[ saw ap interesting article m a leading paper
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called “The Brighter side of Naxalbari’, [ read it with
great interest because I wanted to be cheered up too,
like all the rest of us. But after I read the article, it
struck me that it was not a very profound analysis.
The theory was that the Left Communist party was
becoming a nice democratic party because of being given
office in Bengal and that it was only these wild boys in
Naxalbari that had gone out of hand. My, Jyoti Basu
and Mr. Konar had become very civilised democrats and
they would no doubt assert themselves in due course
and this nonsense would end. I wish I could agree with
this but, unfortunately, I happen to be a historian of the
Communist Party of India and I would commend to
that writer a little reading of history, particularly my
History of the Indian Communisi Party, So 1 turned
to my library and got out my old book to find out
where Naxalbari had been anticipated in Communist
Documents, I found that in 1951, a small group of
communists had gone to Moscow, led, not accidently,
by Mr. Sunderayya, the extreme leader of the Lelt
Communist Party.

The Tactical Line

They had come back with a document supplied by
Mascow called “The Tactical Line', the tactical line Io,r
the Indian Communist Party. That document, which
was a secret document, was then reproduced in edited
form to take in the gullible and passed at an All India
conference of the Communist Party of India in October,
1951, Tt was called *Not Peaceful but Revolutionary
Path”. The title is very clear. It dropped certain intere-
sting passages from the Moscow document which were
thought to be oo hot for publication at that time, in
case they fell into the hands of the non-communists,

But the document from Moscow is to be found in the
Appendix to my beok, the History of the Commu-
nist Party. [ would like to read to you a few sentences
from the document and you will immediately recognise
the parentage of Naxalbari. This is not the doing of
Mr. Sanyal and other people on the spot, this is some-
thing that Moscow and Peking planned over the last
decade and more, This is what Moscow dictated to
its Party, the Communist Party, 16 years ago :

“India is a vast country with a backward and
basically colonial economy and 80%, of its people depend
on agriculture. In such a country partisan warfare as
the experience of China has shown, is one of the most
powerful weapons in the armoury of the revolutionary
movement and the weapon will have to be wiclded by
the Communist Party in their fight for internal

liberation',

Then at another place, it goes on : “Partisan areas
will inevitably arise in varigus parts of the country as
the erisis deepens and as the maws pensant movement
rises to the revolutionary seizure of land and food
grains, paralysing and wiping off local forces of the
enemy with hundreds of streams of pﬁrlinln struggles
merging with general strikes and the uprising of lhc
workers fn the cities (that is Calcutta) the enemy will
find it impossible (o concentrate his [orces anywhere
and defeat the revolutionary forces but will himeelf face
defeat and annihilation. Even jnside the armed forees
of the Government the crisis will grow and big sections
will join the forces of revolution’’.

Here is the programme which the Comrounist
Party has been carrying out gquietly and thoroughly

aver the last 16 years and Naxalbari is only the
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first open symptom of the fruits of their efforts, The
inspiration came, in this case, not from Peking, because
there was no centre at that time functioning there, but
Moscow, which was then the spearhead of the World
Revolution.

It is not therefore alarmist, as some of you might
think, or premature, to ask the question : “Must India go
the Vietnam Way ?" My answer is “No"”. There is
no earthly reason why India should go the Vietnam
way. We have been warned, we can see Vietnam
already although our Government has tried to make us
see it in a different and wrang light, Vietnam is a
fight between a country fighting for its survival against
Chinese Communist expansionism, through the sattelite
North Vietnamese Regime. So far our Government has
stopped the Indian people from sympathising with this
fight. Are we to go through the same horrible EXperi-
ence for us to realise how wrong we have been on
Vietnam ? I hope not. I, for one, believe in the
intelligence of our people, I believe that those who
think about this will come to the conclusion that we
shiall not allow a Vietnam 1o come to our country, that
India will remain one, that there won't be two Indias,
that there will anly be one India, and that is a
democratic India under our present Constitution.

But in order to do that, we shall have to consider
the steps that areto be taken from now on. Before 1
come 1o those steps and the concluding part of my talk,
may I very briefly say why I do not think it would be
nghtl or wise to distinguish between the two Communist
parties, as some members of our Government and others
are apt to do? Ttis true that oday the foreign policy
line of Moscow is not as hostile as that of Peking. Itis
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also true that internal changes in the Soviet Union are
perhaps making it a more mellow Communist stute,
All the same, I do not think that a Fifth Column orga-
nised from one foreign capital is o be preferred to
another, -~

If you read a recent preview of the fourth General
Elections published by the Right Communist Party, you
will find, interesting enough, echoes of the Tactical Line
from which I read to you just now, There are phrases
whicl are lifted from the fundamental document on
which the Indian Communist Party has worked for
the lase 16 years.

Radio, Peace and Progress has made the Soviet
attitude to India very clear, The Soviet attitude 1o
India as explained by Radis, Peace and Progress and
Pravada and [Fzestia, isthat there is a civil war going
on inside India, There are progressive revolutionaries
on one side, reactionaries on the other. The progres-
sives of course are the two Communist Parties and
their friends. The reactionarics are the Jan Sangh,
the Swatantra Party, the P, 8 P. and the Congreis
Party, But not the whole Congress Party. Congressmen
are divided into Sheep and Goats, some are progressive
and some are reactionary. According 10 Radie, Prace
and Progress which broadcasts from the city of peace,
Tashkent, | am quoting now from one of their
broadcasts :

“Mr, Morarji Desai and Mr. 5. K. Patil act as if
they are not Indians, as if they are not bom of Indisn

mothers."

Since the Soviet Embassy is believed to have told
our Gavernment that Redis, Peace ond Progress w a
private enterprise within the Sovier Union and they do
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not take responsibility for these broadcasts, it may
interest us to know what Pravada and J[zwestia had to
say. Pravada, as you know, is the paper of the
Communist Party and [zvestia is the paper of the
Soviet Government. They have described Mr. 5. K.
Patil “unashamed lackey of American Imperialism'* and
Mr. Moraji Desai as a *“‘puppet of Indian manopolies.”
So Radio, Peace and Progress was not such private
enterprise after all. Bur Radis, Peace and Progress found
progressives to back within the Congress during the
elections. They campaigned for the election of
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and of Mr, Kamaraj
Nadar, where they failed, and of Mr, Krishna Menon,
It i amusing that on the Tth of January when they
were campaigning for Mr. Krishna Menon, they thought
he was such an eminent person that they compared
him to Mahatma Gandhi. So if anyone thinks that the
Soviet Dicrarorship it a benevolent friend which wishes
well to our Democratic Government, or even to the
Congress Party, they must think again.

Moscow’s Hand in India

And then there is a book which had recently
been published in India which 1 would like to
recommend to you—Moscowr’s Hand in India by Peter
Sagar, a Swiss Scholar. It has been published by
Lalwanis in lTudia, the price is ten rupees, 1 would
advise you to get this book quickly, those of you who
are really interested, for two reasons : It reads like a
James Bond thriller because it deals with Sovier
cspionage  and subversive activities in our CoOunry.
But there is another reason why you should get it and
that is because the Soviet Embassy is pressing  our
Foreign Minstry o ban this book, because it is
damaging to the Soviet Embassy and its activites
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Why do they want the book banned ? Hecause it says
that they spend so many million roubles in our country
every year, beacuse it shows that the largest owner of
newspapers in India w their fifth column, the Right
Communist Party. They are the biggest press mono-
polists in India, they own 18 dailies, 20 weeklies, 12
formightlies and one quarterly and the money comes,
we know from where, if you read this book.

Now the final reason why they want it banned is
because the Soviet Embassy was caught red-handed
violating its diplomatic previleges in Delhi.  During
the fighting with Pakistan, for some technical compli-
cations, which we do not know, the typewriters in the
Soviet Embassy were used by a publicity agency called
the New Age News Agency for stencilling the Communist
material in the Soviet Embassy and then releasing it
through the New Age News Agency. In other words
the Soviet Embassy was the place where marterial
hostile to others who are friendly to India was dupli-
cated, stencilled and then carried to New Age News
Agency who duplicated it and then put it out as
Communist Party propoganda, Mr. Sagar has done a
wonderful job. He has a geries of photostats which
show that the material put out by the Comrmunist
agency was actually typed and stencilled on the
typewriters in the Soviet Embassy berause material
put out by the Soviet Embassy has the same “finger
prints” as the material put out by the Indian
Communists. This was sent to the Zurich Police Bureau
for investigation by Mr. Sagar who lives in Berne and
there is a repart in this book by the Police Bureau 10
certify thar the Communist propoganda and the Soviet
Embassy output were typed on the same fypewritens.
Now this js a violation of the *third country” rule
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according to which foreign diplomats are not allowed on
a country’s territory to carry on hostile propoganda
against other countries friendly to this country and they
violated that rule in many instances,

This question was raised in the Rajya Sabha by
some well-intentioned member who thought he would
do a public service. Mr, Chagla was replying to the
question and he gave a very peculiar reply. He said he
asked the Soviet Embassy if it was true and they denied
it, so they have dropped the matter. It is as if T was
putting my hand into Mr, Gautam Khanna’s pocket
and he gets hold of my hand and calls a policeman and
says 1 “Look he is picking my pocket”, The policeman
asks © *Mr. Masani, are you picking his pocket 7" and
I say: “Of course not”. The policeman says : “You
can go',

So, after this, you will see that there is not very much
to choose between the Right Communists and the Lefi
Communists or between Moscow and Peking, when it
comes to subverting our own democratic governinent,
Now what do we da in this situation. How do we stop
India going the Vietnamese way ?

Democrat’s Dilemma

I find that we are in a dilemma, 1 call it the
*Democrat's Dilemma.” On the one hand, we have the
Congress Government in office, such as jt is. Iis
economic and other policies are disastrous and take the
country nearer collapse, econemic collapse,  political
collapse, play into the hands of the Communist theory of
increasing misery, Therefore it is quite clear to me that
we must remove this Congress Government from office
the very first day pomsible, that we cannot tolerate the
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continuance in office of the present Qongress Govern-
ment in Delhi, beeause they are playing the Communist
game of creating increasing hunger, rising prices, dis-
content and misery, Ifon the other hand you throw
them out today, you could only replace them with a
non-Congress Government of the kind that has been
tried out in Punjab, U.P,, Bihar and Bengal, and I think
I have said enough earlier to suggest thar those Govern-
ments are not anything to which one can look with
much hope. Whenever the Communists are in them,
they become a spawning ground for mibversion, for
administrative jobs and key sensitive points to be filled
by Communist agents, We simply cannot afford this
at the present. A State is Jess dangerons because there
is always the President and the Indian Army but i we
do it at the Centre, we will never be able 1o get out of
their clutches, as the history of Hungary, Czechoslo-
vakia, Poland and other countries has shown, So we
simply cannot have a coalition of all parties, including
the Communists, at the Centre. Except for Orissa and
Madras, these Governments are not a shining success
even otherwise. Most of them have not been able to
carry out the promises that they have made and many of
them will be going down because the people will turn
against them and get disillusioned.

There arre some who say that, because this is a non-
Congress Government, we should keep quiet, we should
adopt a double standard of morality, we should ga on
condemning Congress Governments when wroog  thingy
happen but keep our mouths shut in 3 guilty nlm‘cr
because some non-Congress Government |y doing it
This must stop. I for one am not prepared to I-x
gagged even i [ am in Oppositon today. What is
this animal called ‘non-Congress’?  What kind of animal
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is this 7 Are we to be described by a negative 7 Just
because I am not a Congressman, am [ to keep com-
pany with thugs and murderers ? What have we of the
Swatantra Party, who are democrats, got in common
with these Fifth Column traitors who follow Mao Tse
Tung and are trying to destroy our country ? We have
nothing in common with them., YetI have been told ;
‘You are part of non-Congress.! [ refuse to belong to
this kind of conglomeration which has nothing in
common. And that is why I say it is time that this
non-Congress nonsense must stop,  Let us call things by
their proper names. Let us not connive at wrong
doing because a non-Congress government or a non-
Congress Party does them,

What then are we tado ? We can't have a Congress
Gavernment to any purpose and we can't have a non-
Congress Government which will be any better. This
is what 1 call the Democran's Dilemma. I you ask me
if there is an answer toit, I think there is.  And my
answer is very clear, and that is the answer of the
Swatantra Party, and that is that we want 1o get nid of
this Government and we want to replace it with a better
Government, not a worse one, and that better Govern-
ment [ would describe using Western jargon as a
Government of Democratic Unity,

Government of Democratic Unity

Now what does a Government of Demacratic Unicy
mean? Tt means a union of all democratic partil‘ﬁ
that leaves out the two Communist parties but leaves
the door wide open to all others. It means that there
is room in such a Government for the P.SP., the 5.5.P.,
Jan Sangh, Swatantra Party, DMK, and alsa for
Congressmen who would like to turn their backs on the
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discredited economic and international policies of the
past twenty years, who are prepared 1o admit that the
path that Jawaharlal Nehru has shown o India has
proved to be a disastrously wrong path and that India
must turn in a different direction, the path of Libera
Democracy in place of the path of Marxist State
Socialists, Now Congressmen can join that with others
in forming such a Government, which can be formed
on a pragmatic programme of honest and clean
administration devoid of dogma, [ cin see no reasan
why Congressmen, Swatantra, Jan Sangh and Socialists
should not work together 1o save the country. They
will have two things in common, one is Nationalism,
Patriotism, a desire to protect the country from external
peril and the other is their common faith in Democracy
in the Constitution which we have given ourselves, 1
think these two things, Nationalism and Democracy,
should be a broad enough platform for the coming
into existence of a Government of that pature.

When I say that, my sceptical fricnds say, but
where are the Congressmen? 1 think it is a valid
question. They are difficult to find. They are not
difficult to find in the lobbies but they are extremely
difficult 15 find on the floor of parliament. Ina way
our Congressmen are backward children in the educa-
tional process to which all of us are being subjected, but
1 am not prepared (o write them off as some of my
colleagues would do. [ helieve that there iy intelligence
and patriotism in the Congress Party, as in others, which
will come 10 the top some day, that some day they
will put country before party and that even my good
friend Mr. Moracji Desai might live (o see the day when
he might say that the country tomes fot. I am oot
prepared to tay that will never happen and therefore
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my alternative, my solution to this Democrat's Dilemma,
" would be thar we want a new Government in which all
Damocrats, Congress or non-congress, can come together-
a National Government minus the communists minus
the totalitarians, Now this may take time, but the
process of education has to be quick, it has 10 be
nceelerated, We ecannor afford the backward children
holding back the claw o long. Otherwise disaster
might overtake us and there will be chaos and the
destiuction of demoeracy,  When a vacuuin takes place,
it has to be filled. Natre abhors a vacuum,

Peaple say that the Army does not want o take
power, so don't worry about Military Dictatorship. 1
can see that the Army does not want o take power, the
Army s made up of loval and disciplined aofficers who
would like 1o do theie duty by the President and the
Counstitution, but loval and disciplined armies have been
known in Latin America, in Asia, in our own part of
the world, o take power because there is no ane else o
hold power, because there is no one else 1o hald the
country together, because chaos and disruptinn of the
country is the only alternative and that is why they are
sucked inta power against their will, against their wishes.
This happened in Pakistan, it happened in Burma, if
happened recently in Ghana and it happened even more
recently in Indonesia. These generals never wanted
to make a dictatorship or to drive out the politicians,
but, when the people lost faith, when there was cynicism,
when there was disgust with Padiamentary talk, Parlis-
mentary futility and the country was chaotic, riuting took
place, the country was breaking up, the leaders of the
Ammed Forces felt it their patriotic duty 1o come and
step in to hold the country together. Tam not suspec-
ting the motives of our Generals and our Colonels, but
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I am suspecting the motives of our politicians, What
I am doubting is whether they will develop the intelli-
gence to move in time to prevent our Constitution being
destroyed and a Military Dictatorship or some other
dictatorship taking over.

It is a race between the intelligence and patriotism
of our peaple on one side and the forces of chaos and
disruption from within and outside on the other, If you
ask me what my guess is, I am an optimist, I would
say that the chances arc even, Itisan even question
whether three or four years from now we will be func-
tioning in the kind of parliamentary democracy we have
known or whether we shall have gone under and
meetings like this may no longer take place,



