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Kinoo Masani, H. P.

Republic Day is an occasion for remewing our pledge of layelty snd dediocation
to the Kepublic and to the Comstitution of this country, which esbolles the fres
way of life. It is sn occasion for rededicsticn. It is also an cecasion for
SLo0k=10kin. , eT———— and conaidering how we have been doing, so that
we may hopa to do better.

A fov months ago, vhen Indepsndence Day was last obssrved on 15th August, 1967, /A
Acharya Vinoba Shave made a reasrk vhich showed how he fell about/state of affaira.
He ssieed: "sould not Dependence Day have been more appropriate as a name for the
ocoasion?™

Complacency and patting ourselves on the back would not, tharefore, be the
right thing to do on such mn occcmasion. lor does the atate of affairs justify anmy
such ¢omplacency. Today our Nepublic is in danger. The State that we brought
into sxistence aleng with its demcoratio Comstitutiocn in 1950 is threatsnsd from
asny direotions. Some of them sre externmal and many are intermal, "

Froa abroad, the danger is clear. It comes from the unrelenting hostility
tovards this country of the Chisese Communist regime which ssems detorained to
destroy our country, along with the other free countries of South snd Scuth East
asia., Unfortunately, because of the fallure to solve the problsm of Kashair,
cur nelghbours in Fakisisn — with whoa we should be on friundly teras — have
thought it fit %o join hands with thoss who are a threat not only to our freedom
but to the freedom of the whole Gub-contiment Lmcluding their owa country.
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This external tireat 1s a very dangarcus ons., On Sesisy like this we ahould,
therufore, ezpresa our gratitule to thoss who are fighting so that the fresdom
of our own country and of our neighbours say be preserved. 1 refer to the brave
mn who are laylng down their lives today in Viet Sam, so thet the defence of Scuth
Viet Kem amd the whole of this regica froa Chinese Comsunist imperialiss may de
prosarved. Young mem from Ausiralia and Bew Jealamd; young men from the United
States; men froa the Fhilippines and Korea snd Thalland and Viet Nem itself,

It is thoy who are defending our country todsy by laying down their lives. They

are pinning down the emeay and preventing his from lsunching ssother stteck on

oar fromtisrs as he d4id in 1962, It is = good thing that the war in Vist Naa

is at last being won. I have mo doubt at all that within a year or two the war .
will be over.

The more dangsrous threata to our freedom asd our Hepublic cose from inside s
our own Seuntry. They are mumercus. There ia the ecomomic one with which we sre 4
intisately famillar, ¥ use the word recession these days in our jublic discusaion$
I doa't aind saying I think 1% is scmething much vorse than recession. It is &
real collapas. s are bankrupt., <o face a complete collapss of cur sconomy.
ihe causes are not far to seek, B

‘he first is the wrong policies and Plans of Governmnt. he other basle
cause of our ecomdmic plight is, let us fave it, cur inability to work hard. This
applies to most of us., it eay be due to climate, It may be dus to strition
ever the smnturies. 1t aay be doe to Karem asd a fatalistic view of the werld,
‘hatever Lhe causes, e facl resdins tint we sre not @ Bard sorking peopls.
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‘aecessary to issue a "oommmigue sgainst work fury®. They warmed ssnagesents
sod woriers that tha people of Gerzany were working too hard and this was
bad for the wental and physical health of the comsunity. S—biminic t will be
ngreed thore is no danger whatsosver of any Government in this country haviag to
igsue any such comsunique)

The moral condition of our nstionsl life is pot much better, The operation
of what &njaji o-u-ﬁ Peranit Licanoe lia) creatss pussrous opportunities snd
provooations for corruption., Svery control becomss & scurce of further corruptionm.
Our country has been destribed as "a smuggler's parmsiise”.

de may tumn to snother faocet of our natisnsl life - viclance and disorder.
Ve when we open our pawspapers we fimd some new variety of perverwmity.
~Ome s it 15 workers, sometimes it is students, somstimes it is membere of
Parlissent; sometimes it {a Minigtere of State Governments, who are guilty of
lawlessnaps and diporder. It has been rightly described as the tyramy of the “
minority. Can there be mny doubt that, whenever these mob incidents take place,
a small handful of booligens of a particulsr kind take the law into their owm
hands to the horrer of the big sajority? Unfortunately the majority is passive
and does pot stand ap for itself, LAven the police who are supposed to gusrd us
become passive stand by and watch the lives snd property ofﬂh;lﬂphbﬂn;ﬂnm"‘
I beew, | lhi, on hkew Year's Eve, some of the sost shocking things that .
have happsned in free Indias took place. wWithout rhyme or reason, without amy
provocation at all, wvomen were attacied in tle centre of the Capital of India
in the most/brutal fashion, [shazelsss and

ihe Governzent whick couli aot protect our country inm 1962 from the Chinese
epsules has now abdicated ita responsibility for maintsining order snd cammot protect
our persons and the exercise of our righte. It is high time that weo stopped pessing
the buck froa the Usiom Jovernasnt to the State Government and from the Jiate
wovernsent back lo the Uniom Government. UThore onn b no question that the primary
responeibility of the Uovermsent is to protect the 1ife, property and the security
of the cliisen. This abdication camnot be permitted to laat.

Kahatsa Gandhi, tiw great lover of freedom, was alsc s yrest diseciplinarian,
do used lo say that disgipline wnd love of freedca arv two sidés of tie sass coin.
#o man oan love fresdom who cannot meintsin discipline within himeelf. Im 1941,
when he had to choose oo satyayrahi frox the whole of Indis %o lesd individual
satyagraha against the »ar, be chose acharys Vinoba Ehave becauss he said that
he was tle sost self-disciplined man in ihe whole of India, If this eslf
discipline is not preserved, what normally happens is that ocountries lose their
liverty and the discipline that they camnot evolws demceratically is then imposed
on them by scme dictatorship of one kind or snother.

It is natural that in thie situstion the Commmists, who believe in
disrupting mot only our Sepublic and cur Comstitution but all othor frue
Gountries, should take full sdvastage of ocur follies. In Sangal, they have tried :
to carry cut vhat &r. Chaven, the Boss Kinister, has called “an attempt st rebellion.*
Bu' wbem ar. Chaven is asked by soms of us to ban the Comsunist Fartf4%hs develops
Gols feat and Tuns away from the oballemge. The result is that thewe smemies of
frewdea are allowed to rampsge throughout the country ansd to Create disorder in
one state ax after another, 1he Comsunists are deliberately trylng to subvert i
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the country becsuse that is their creed., ODut wbat of the reat of us who
mwmmthummmmmmumﬂmﬂwhm
Comstitution and yet who forget it for the resaining 364 daya of the ysar?
Undoubtedly, sssm the Congress Party has led this country to this rot,
because it has been the biggest and the ruling Party. Like the BNourbons,
they seem to have lomrnt nothing and forgottsm nmothing. IThe fight for power
as betwesn individuals and factions goes om.

Unfortunstaly, sose of those who have forsed governmsnts in the States
of aifferent pelitical partics bave mot dons much better. 1 agres with my
friend, Jayaprakash Bursysn, who has said that, exospt for the States of Orissa
and Hodras, the son-Congress Governments have shown no improvessnt én the misrule
of the Congress Farty. This creates s wery great threat and a danger to our
Hepublic.

Ho singls politiosl party in India can today save the country. What this
means is that we must forget our parties and put the country firet. I a= sorTy
to say that even the best of us ssem %0 be unable to do so. In the last few
sonthe, one of the “ongresa leaders for whom I have considerable regard and whom
1 have known for forty years now aaid in public that he rut loyalty to his party
first end that he would be prepared to lay down his life for his party. Vhat a
pity be did not make this statesent about the country.

In this situation, unless we politicians are able to subordinate party
interests to the broader maticnal interests amd create a governsent of all
tha talents, a Govermmut of Demoeratie Unity, a national governaeat mimug
the communists in the coming months, then as night follows the day, our country
wlill be in danger of golng the way that Pakiaten, Indonesis smd Ursece have gone

in the laat few years. Wature abliors a vacuum. Politics, like noturs, also abhors

a vacuus., JToday in this country m power vacuum is developing it. 1t is reflacted
in the rioting snd incendiaries that is taking plsoe &ll over thw gountry., 1f
this is not checked, if this is not suppressed with coursge by those in mathority,
then this powsr vacuus will suck in those who heve the pover and can use it,

iha people will turm fo them. This is why today Colomsls are ruling in Sreecs
and densrals are ruling in Pakistan and Indonsaia. Not that the Colomels amd
Gencrals wanted power but the people turned tc them and they sot sucked into the
power vacuum. Thlis would be a grwat pity. I su.a conslstent demgcrat ond 1
would like to fight on o the bitter end for preserving democrecy, I am a
conslatent demoorat becauss 1 ayres with vinstom Churehill, who was once anked
what he thought of democracy. Be said: "Desocracy is unioubtedly the worat of all
known systess of governmeut - except all the otlers!® That is & prefound truth.
It 1s only wlen we loss cur fresdom that we reslioe bow precicus it was. Today
we have that freedom. That freedom is today in peril, sad if we do not rise o
defond 1t, nodody elee is joing to defend it for us.

9o far I have criticised the politicisms. but who put the politicians there?

¥ho elected twa? <hom do they represent? They repressnt the pecple of
India. ~wwmhgmm-fuﬂn1mnmmhmzh
m‘ihtmymllthh.htwuuquﬁhllﬂ. Mm'ﬁy
are yuining the country. ¥hy don't they put it right. thy don't they .
the food pmuu vhy don't they remove controls, ¥hy dom't &q-su
But who ame "they" whoa we 80 virtuously dencunce? We mre all ™
hlntumh-n. *¢ are all guilty, because we sre all part of one mnother,
“he commin peopie of India have put in office those who are there smd ﬁ.f.i_ﬁ

&

ii*

.&;4

W Ny

st s

e
e o
e

o A
e B



-~

Bnobody eles can resove tiem., The buainess comsunity is the most remiss of the X
lot. Cue can forgive the illitersts pecpls of India. Thay dom't kmow wvery such.,
fut those who have got knowledge snd experience, the msans snd the memay :md o
mwm,umumu-muummm.mu
going to ssve it? #How seny businesssen, how sany industriaiists leve come forwal
to ldegtify themselves with the good csuse, to iry and lend a hand to those who
are engaged in the good fight? 4 wery ssall sinority.

! Kecently in Bosbay we lost two of the fimsst citisens of that kind, two
industrialiste who bal thrown theasslves into fighting for freelem, into fighting
for protecting the Kepublic, into fighting for what they belleved was right.
Ons was Col. Laslis sawhmey, the other was Ar. Charanjit Rei. How many people
have we got liks that? Whers are the young memtto fill up the gap that their
deaths has caused?  Biernsl vigilance, it hes been said, is the price of
Liberty. Lvery day freedoa has to be dafended, not once in five years., Every
day attacis on freedom have to be repelied. umch one of us has an obligation
to participate in this fight. Fessivity is the enemy of our froedon. As 1
sald, the responsibility of those who have the means and those Mho have the
knowledge is the highest. But even the comsonsst pecpls, thé smslleat people,
can do a great deal,

A fov veaks ago, five Britiah girl typists in a factory cutside london,
appalled at the plight of Britain snd the devalustion and the bapkruptey that
Britain faces along with us now, got together snd saids Out of love for eur -
céuntry we shall come to office half an hour earlier and work half an hour sxtra (LL
without peking for overtime, What happemsd? They became hercinss overnight. z‘.‘g
Prince Fhilip sent a telagraa that this wea the best news he had heard for a lomg
time, Prise Anister Marold «ilsen of the Labour Party sdded his congratulations.
All three political partiss sald they were behind this move. Tiw Foo! laureats
coaposed a poem in houour of thees [ive girls, BEC and Televialon featured thess
girls who have become housebold sasey now, A printing house turned out hundreds
of thousands of badges saying “I's Bacicing Eritain.” Seves hunired and forty
otter employeés in that factory said they wouls follow those Dive girls, snd they
all started working helf an hour extra without pay. 7This made 1t possible for the
Company to out the ;rios of their prodgct by fiwe per osmt. This shows that what
five young girls could do surely fiwe iniian citisens could do, five Isdisn girls
oould do. This is the kind of thing that 'his couniry meeds today. Hot sven a
change of governasnt so asch,not even & new Frise siniater, which this country
o8eda w0 badly, but & new spirit ssonget all of us which will soon creats a change
in the governmunt or throw it out. What we want is a change smongst curselves,

“¢ bave got great sssets in this country. «c have s fine, sensible, practical g
pessantry, iaferior to none in the sorld; illiterate, but practical asd kmowing how
hntnltntol'thuu.lfnhth:m;lm“br,tlrﬁlwﬂ_m AT
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“a have got » work force which forsign technicisns have said, given thes
in s good as sny in the world. ¥e have a rising corps of young pre
etscuilves whom we find in Hanagesent Assoclstions, Jmu-chmuw
klons Clubs and Sotary Ciubs. we have got all these ssssts. s

Mtnmthmtm}hm“tmmm-pmh;
lond; coms up, stusd up and be counted,



