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s to believe that the

The Bombey Congress Governmant seem

gugsr shortage in the City could be met by rationing end introducing

further controls. But hardly had they
le of sugsr in the free market!

introduced the meesure they

ware compelled to sllow the s&
For three days unnecessary hardships were imposed on the public

and meny faemilipfes had to rush to obtein their rice csards in order
to get sugsr. The introduction of rationing through fair price
shops will not end cennot help to meet the sugsr needs of the

people or bring down the prices of suger.

Thers is no resl shortage of suger. During the 58-~59 sesason

g 1ittle more than 19 lskh tons of suger was menufectured in the
country. At the seme time, we had e carry-over stock of FXRPIDRR

3,20,000 tons from the previous yesr. India's consumption 1s
estimated sround 21 lekh tons. Obviously, therefore, there 1is
enough sugsr in the country. The shortsge has been crested in the
City for the last few months by the inefflcient manner in which
the Government 1ssues release orders on the sugar manufacturers

and the insadequate transport facilities provided to bring the
suger to the markei,

The Government of Bombay, however, seems. to.revel in creating

] foefgng of* erisis’®s Rumours of shorteges lesd to hoarding snd

high prices, which'in its-trein creete further shorteges and

Public scare.

The price of sugsr is naturslly relaeted to the price of other

r -
ood grﬂ}ns in the country. The Infletionsry policy whieh continues

to put more money in the pockats of the people unrelatad to the
Production of gooda in the country cennot but lesd to aw@x spirelling

priess. If the Government desires to control food=-graln

pPrices,
then they must meintain largs

buffer stocks. The Minister for

Fooad
0¢ seems to have belatedly reslised this. But once again, no steps
- ¥

this poliey,_and the people




suger some months ago when the difficulties in the suger

were spparent, there would have been no confusion and cris
the suger merket. The Congress Governments, however, bsliesve
~ that by cresting a scare smong the people they sere able to bring

in their wrong policies of buresucratic controls and gather more

power into their hends. Under such policles only corruption will
flourish.
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