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ast Hope or Lost Hope?
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AT the Founding Convention of the Party

in Bombay in August 1959, 1 had, in
my speech as Chairman of the Organising
Committee, described the hirth of the
Swatantra Party as the “last hope of Demo-
cracy in Indin.” Is it possible today to hold
to that hope?

Recently, while travelling round the
country, whether in Hyderabad or
Lucknow or elsewhere, many people
mentioned to me somewhat wistfully the
high hopes that had been aroused in them
and in many others at the time of the estab-
lishment of our Party, the hope that this
would prove to be not only an alternative
to the Congress Party but also one that
would provide India before long with
good government. The unspoken implica-
tion in all these remarks was that these
hopes had been belied. However distaste-
tul it may be, realism forees one to the view
that 1t would be unpractical to hope now,
as things are, that the Swatantra Party by
itself can displace the Congress at the
Centre and provide India with an alterna-
tive government. It will not be without
some use or purpese to consider why this
should be so and also what the implica-
tions of such a state of affairy are.

Clearly, it is not the principles or policies
of the Party that have failed to win ade-
quate response or support, Wherever the
message of the Party has reached, it has
found instant response in the minds and
hearts of our common people, This is parti-
cularly so in the case of the rural areas. The
failure has been of what I have described
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as “the conveyor belt” which consists of a
body of dedicated, disciplined and articul-
ate workers to carry the message to the re-
motest comers in the countryside. Our
failure to create such a cadre of workers is
what is limiting our mass contact.

It is the task of the leadership of the Party
at State and District levels to ereate such a
cadre. This can only be done by hard work
in the form of the recruitment and training
of Party workers and infusing them with
enthusiasm, dedication and a readiness to
sacrifice which such voluntary work in-
volves. 1f, however, the leadership of the
Party at State and District levels lack, by
and large, sincerily of purpose and a sense
of dedication, the satisfactory fulfilment of
this task becomes almost impossible. “Tf the
salt hath lost its Aavour,” Gandhiji was fond
of asking, “wherewith shall it be salted?™ It
is the hehaviour of the Party’s functionaries
at National, State and District levels which
hus denied us the rate of progress and
growth which we had envisaged in 1959 and
which has led to the kind of stagnation of
which we are all painfully conscious. It is
these same causes which have damaged the
image and credibility of the Party in the
minds of the general public.

In this respect, there has been conside-
rable deterioration in the situation since
the General Elections of 1967 in which we
did reasonably well. We have had to bear
in quick succession the odium of the
debacle in the Rajya Sabha elections in
Gujarat of March 1968, the gross mis-
management and consequent rout in the
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Dausa by-election to Parliament in April
1968, followed by the massacre of our candi-
dates in the Hariyana Assembly Elections in
May 1968,

It is a matter for satisfaction that the
General Council of the Party at its meet-
ing in Madras in June ordered an mquiry
into the various aspects of the handling of
the Dausa by-election which have done so
much harm to the Party. The report of the
Committee of Inquiry, which is at present
investigating the matter, will be keenly
awaited. Such a post-mortem is of high
value because it shows what goes wrong
anicd helps the Party to prevent & repetition
of the same mistakes.

The state of affairs desceribed above
bodes no good for the future of our
Party, It is for the rank and fle of the
Party to nssert itself. Let the small man, the

common man, the yvoung man in the Party
speak out and assert himself, if he does not
want his hopes to be blighted further.
There is need for a change of heart at all
levels of the Party leadership. There is still
time for such a change but time is running
out and we simply cannot afford any more
of the kind of developments which have
been referred to above. A new spirit has to
inform our leadership alongside of a whole-
hearted acceptance of the necessity of disci-
plined and ethical methods of functioning.

We have been proud of claiming that
the Swatantra Party has faith in the people,
but the more relevant question is whether
the people have faith in the Swatantra
Party. Let us each of us answer that ques-
tion, sincerely and honestly, in our own
hearts, and then consider in what way we
can cach be more worthy of the great cause
of freedom which we have espoused.
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