RACTS FROM TRANSCRIPT OF i o .
SO TNISTER'S PRESS CONFERENCE /{,ﬁ
H¥LD AT VIGYAN BHAVAN ON 7-8-1959. i

leadership
:- are you goind to do with the Congress
R T bmﬁse avgn such section of the Press whig:. I;agnim
leomod the dismissal of the Kerala Ministry is of pinion
:191&% the Congress rule there was both dishones and incompe

Prime Minister: Well, you are using strong language.
‘_-_-—-—_
Question: That 1s the editorlial opinion.

ime : T Mnow. The editorial opinion 1s also, let us

§:y srigiggr favour of the Swatantra Party. How any seﬁ%ﬁle
per;cm can be tha t, I do not understand. What am I to do L0
that editorial opinion except to come to the conclusion tha e
edltorlal opinion is coloured by the persons's view points .
and prejudices and, may be, the financial backing ofIthe papei
What am I to do apbut it? It is quite extraordinary. -t is quite
interesting and fascinating for me to follow editorial oplnions
which seem to me often so wide of the mark that i$ is difficult
really to make loglec or sense out of it.

Question: You are getting the lupression tha t the Swatantra
Party's main target of attack is yourself and inspired more or

less by personal reasons. Can it be the personal reasms that a
vast number who gathered in Bombay wanted Jobs and you denied them?

W hat can be the personal motive there? There should be other
factars behind them.

P¥ime Minister: Again you are asking me embarrassing questions.
I doft mean to say that the Swatantra Party is formed for personal

reasons. But I sa y they have unfortunate{y got some kind of o
bees in their bonnets which come out all the time, of King

Charles's head business, It rather reduces the level of discustio n.
The Swata ntra Party is a legitimate party, a very wrong- party,

I think but a legitimate party, legitimateiy reactionary,
conservative, rea ctionary, backward —— use any word you like.

It simply ralses the ghosts of yesterday; it has nothing teo do-

with today, much less with tomorrow. It is a ghost-like party,
ghosts of the last century, ghosts of past ages. Ghosts may

have a proper place sometimes. Most such groups are rather

ghost-type. Of course, ghosts can make a nuisance of themselves -
perfectly true.

Question: That such a party like that should occupy so much

a ttention of the Congress leaders is a tribute to that party.
That apart, can it not be said cenn Ry

Prime Minister: So much attention is a t
. : ribute to our fin
Press %ﬁfcﬁ gIve§ Pages and pages t0 eeeo.. 3

SQuestion: Will it b R
the Swatantra Partyehzgrrect to assume thast the emergence of

they find that hithe rtopiﬁesome fear into the Congress because

alternative before
;gug;g Was between the Congress Party and tge c§£$3t13J25
gist oA eg?tt?ere vwas no other party. The Praja Socialist Party.
MO8 ; t has floundered; it is finished now. Therefore
s gence of the Bwatantra Party provides a third alternative

which a2 vast section of the
e
Congress lea ders are g 1ittlg ggisoﬂg?ted. g et o



-

L4

Prime Minister: May be so. What can I say about reallye

licy of the
' What are your comments on the po
B'as' ;n :_'a Party, the policy of laissez-faire?

T should imagine it would do agood deal of

Pr‘ﬁ'e{:o ?ﬁi:t%g;ders of the Swatantra Party to have a gorld
%aur and come back, see how the worl 1s getting on an

where laisse-faire is.

Party is taing
Q ion: f the main issues the Swatantra *arty
u;eg :n co?.giign, is against agricultural gqoggit:%zesj;éou
t 1s very reluc
imow, 81r, generally oo Be are-in a position to initlate
a cooperative, and suppose they are- ap O o iy st
rta in reglons of this country, & sweeping mo _
:grigultural coope ratives, what wiil ha ppen to your Nagpur
Resolutlon? "
tives,are
Minister: When you talk about agricultural coopera >
?x&mgam about joint-farming or caopera.tives_?

-

Question: Farming.

ster: Now you must remember that what the Nagpur
i:ﬁe]:unﬂiﬁ Eas ald dyown is service cooperatives all over India.
We have sald that after three years, we recommend that Jjoint-
farming may be tried on a voluntary basis. First of all there
is no questionf sE of compulsion. Secondaly, this itself is
not the immediate issue unless people-want to do it, they
can do so; t hey may have model farms, etc.

It may interest you to know that our President Dr.Rajendra
Prasad, appointed a Committee when he was Congress lsresidant
twelve years ago or thirteen years ago, in 1946. He appointed
an Agrarian Reforms Committee with Mr.J.C.Kmmarappa as :
Chairman, and a- number of economists and others - Congressmen,
non-Congressmen, as members. They presented a factual repeort,

a very mterestf.n.g report, and Ra jendra Babu himself inaugurated
this meeting. In that report it dealt with cooperatives and

it sald that, to begin with, quoting from a report of the Royal
Commission on Agriculture, twenty years earlier, "that unless
the Indianagriculturist adopts cooperative the re is no future
for Indian agriculture", no joint-farming, I mean, service *
co-operatives. That starts at that as I said.

-

Then, 1% deals with two types of co-operatives -- one with
better farming i.e. the service cooperatives. Then it says in
regard to the rea Ily small holdings; 1t is impossible for the m
to continue for lo ng. As the y are, they are too small, too
profitless and canmake no progress; they canonly function under
Jolnt-farming. That was their view, twelve years ago., And,” *~
igngig:; ;IT'EY te%t furtt[???lr than we have thought of goin g or

0 o go. i
aToE tionp%f t.hegsm ey sald there must be compulsory joint

all-holdings so as to make them prof .
'ihail: was twelve years ago, and much has happened in thgse e
welve yea rs. Mo s of the People — some of the bPeople -— who
ggecraising their voices against this have functioned in the
n‘,?ess, then and later. We had three Congress election
manlfestoes, In everfone — in 1945, 1951 and 1957 — in all

there 1% was there, 1t
dawned on some people s surprising that sudden light has

after- the Nagpur Resolution h
a milder one and a wise one, because it entirely fl‘.a;&slig 5
unta rianess. There is_no compulsion, If
g 1t, they do-not want it, If they want to
- !‘at:ion o{' ﬁmle;iig.ilntfact’ my whole conception of co-
g e B S that compulsion is not cooperation,



oning our speech to the Party, aput:
HmPt:rty yonllx Ysa:l.d gomething to this effect, m LT
Congress has restarted economic thinlking. Dae:é-‘h
now stop at only nationalisation of insurance and would
go beyond as, at one-time, the Congress was pledged to
nationa lisation of banking etc?

E%ﬁ !:_L_g%sfer: What has nationalisation got necessarily to do
T l?eecc:-l:l = thinking? It shows a lack of economic thinking
to go on thinking about one odd thing all the time, with all
respect. As I sald, Congress is a huge nationalist institution.
The only economic thinking indulged in in the old dap was in
regard to the agrarian problem which we hal to deal with. We
represented very largely the peasa niry. For the rest economie
thinking began in a sense with the rachi Resolution of
1931, the Fundamental Rights and Eco nomic Programme. That
1aid the official basis — I do no t mean individuals, of
course. Official orgaisational baiss of of econonic thinking
ca me with that Ka rachi Resolution. Every Provincial Committee
produced numerous repots about agrarian conditions. But now since
Independence, and since planning ha s come in, we have been
forced to thﬁ’.nk —— because of Plans etc. — in amore organised
way. This is not economic thinking asking for nation alisation
gﬁ Ehis and that., That is only an urge, it is not a thought.

s an urge.

Question: It ralses resources.

Prime Minister: It does not, I beg to differ from you. It has
no relation to this. It is only an urge, and a constant

. repetition shows a complete inability even to try to think

about the problem. The idea of thinking that yo: selze hold of
every thing in the country and raise resources has no meaning.
The rea 1 problem that has arisen in India is a problem to which
really not much th i :

Yy m ought has been given in the past, nowhere
except in the_last few years, That is the problem of an 5
underdeveloped country catching up the developing a self-
gene rating econo my fairly rapidly. You see in the Soviet
Union, tremendous progress has_been made. The Soviet Unio
gt’e? had started far ahead of India when we started. But the

gtegiUnion's methods were special methods, we have got a somewka
W . fferent set-up. In this set up how can this be-done
iipreﬁiy ‘gi ggrtilpi-amﬁﬁgiand when we go to planning, there
g allel of s problem, how it has b d
with. All Western countries dealt :L’ P o
150 or 200 years under dif{‘eren% o Slite i
: 1ltlons. The Soviet Union-
has dealt with after great wars iﬁom e
a different way. Th
Exleie is no real parallel to the problem as we fagt {te;‘ﬁfﬁgi
deqlurnpzfeseni yo}itical and like conditlas. To that a good s
J9s ogﬁer S10 :;ﬁgtc;izrze-z-nhgiw? by tre Planning Commission
. ress has gilven more tho h

mazgers “gl;an ever before and than almostba.uugg;t;o §E§§31:11m1
Compiﬁ:;epessmay haj:r? given it. For the last yea;' the ébngrezt
1 Ws n:;:’ ub-Committees considered +this out of that aro= g
out org‘c;aatﬂeﬁoﬁfim’ goe Yha, oame to Ooty Seminar ks
consider wha t t nk a bommittee is meeting tomorrow to
attempt-at‘ orgsa nh;: Ooty Seminar discussed. A1l tf‘:is a deliberat
have urges ganised thinling, no urges. Political parti e
e Ei“ Congress has an urge, let us do thi etk

pPPosition party usually has urges, But a Paiiyli’hjlﬁhdo that.

has to think construct i

v > - structively and to think

thisr?;aﬁto%n;?i thing anthe other. I amogcliilpgrslfii‘vto%ﬁ;her

b Moo req;lgna{.isation has absolutely no meanin et I

s B m; CE.;; I am not going to enter int A
amazed at people talking about it geg?_ly
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