9

v o

H.R.Nasani K. P.

At the Founding Comventiom of the Party ia Bosbay im
Angast 1959, I had, in ay speech as Chairman of

Cosmitbes, deseribed the hirth of the Swatantre Party ss the
"last hope of Democracy in India.® Is it possible today to
bold to that hope?

Reoently, while travelling round the country, whetber im
iyderabad or Luckmow or elsevhere, many people mentionped to me
somevhat wistfully the high hopes that had been aroused in them
and in msny others at the tise of the establistmant of our Purty,
the hope that this would prove to be not oaly am alternative to
the Congress Farty but also one that would provide India before
long with geod govermment. The umspoken implicstiom ia all these
remarks was that these hopes had beem belied. FHowever distasteful
it may be, realism forces ome to the view that it would be
uapractical to hope mow, as things are, that the Swatsatra Farly
Ly itself can displace the Congress at the Centre and provide India
with an altesmative goverssent. It will not be without some use
or purpose to consider why this should be =0 and slso what
implieatioms of such a state of affairs arve,

the

Tlearly, 4t 4is 20t ihe primeiples or policies of the Paxey
that have failed to win sdequate respoase or supjort, iherever
the messsge of the Party has reached, it has found instant response
in the =inds and hearts of ocur commom people. This is particularly
20 in the cass of the rural arsas, The failure has been of what I
have deseribed as “the comveyor belt® which consists of a body of
dedigated, disciplined smd srticulate workers to carry the message %
(he resotest cormers in the countryside. Ouwr failure to creats sush
4 oadre of workers is what is lisiting our sass contact.

It is the task of the lesadership of the Party st State amd
Dietriot levels to create such a csdre, Thie can only be deme by bard
vork im the form of the recruitsest aand traiming of Perty workers
and infusing them with entbusissm, dedication and a readiness te
sacrifies which mech voluntary work imvelves. If, however, the
leadership of the Party at State and Distriet levels lack, by and
large, sincerity of purpose and & semse of dedication, the
satisfmotery fullilwent of this task becemes almost impossible, :
"If the malt hath lost its [lavour,” Oandhiji was fond of suesing, Aoé—],
"sherevith shall it be salted?™ It is the bebaviowr of the Party's
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functionariss at Eational, “tate and District levels which has
denied us the Tate of pregress-and growth which we had envisaged
in 1959 and vhich has led to #'kind of stagmation of which we are
all peinfully comscious. It is these same causes which have
damaged the image and credibility of the Party iz the minds of the

general public.

In this respect, there has been coasiderable deterioretiom
in the situation sinoe the Gemsral Elsctions of 1967 in which we did
reasonably well. Ve had Bad to bear in quick suocesaiom the odium
dhumumnmumdnu—umnt.um1ﬂw
the gross mismamageasnt -dmlmtnthhnn“blnu-l:
ia ipril 1968, followsd by the massacre of our candidates im the
Eariyana Asssably "lecticns in Nay 1968,

All this bodes no good for the future of our Party. It is
for the ranmk spd Tile of the Farty to asser
the cosmom san, the young mam in the Party speak out ard assert
himself, Af he does mot vant his hopes to be blighted further. There
is nesd for a change of heart at all levels of the Party leadership.
There is =til]l time for such a chamge but
simply camnot afford sny mere of the kimd of dewvel
boen referred to sbove, A mav spirit has to
alongeide of a wholshearted acceptamce of the necessity
disciplined apd ethieal metheds of fumctioning.

¥e have been proud of claimimg that the Swatamtra ‘arty has
faith im the peopls, but the more relevant questioa ia

prople have faith in the Swatantra Party. Let us esch of us

snswer that questiom, sinoerely and hopestly in our owm hearts,

and then consider im what way we ean each be mere worthy of the great
cmuse of freedom which we have espoussd,



