¢ cloud her npational life.
' an exceptionally
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/ DEMOCRATS

After twenty years of Independ-
¢nce, the Du[fuol: in India is

v. A great deal of heart-
seais hing s going on as to just
what has gone wrong and whither
we are drifting.

A good friend of India spoke
about this state of affairs when
visiting Delhi at the beginning of
this year, He was Mr, George
\Vno:;s. then Vice-President of the
World Bank which, next to the
United States, has been the biggest
donor of aid and sustenance to
to our coumtry. He said: "We must
be frank to say that in many parts
of the world the situation is dis-
cournging and even disturbing.
Here in our host country (he was
speaking in New Delhi), the home
race, after twenty years of inde-
r(‘l'l(lf'l'll'.‘(‘ many billions of people
ot
th blast  manifestations  of

ress.  Thase who believe as |

of deep meaning for all the deve-
loping countries must be gravely
India is

dramatic case

the troubled Asian continent, But
it i= by no means the only country

of oneseventh of all the human

t to experience more than
Hl'l that India is engaged in a task
concerned by the uncertainties that
because of its size and location on
where hope has dwindled to des-

‘] pondency,

d

Ome wishes one could say that

& Mr. Woods is wrong. But we know
|] in our hearts that he is right. It
I

wonld take more than an article

to cover all the ground that he has
done in the broad sweep of his
remarks. Let us here deal with
only one reason for the kind of
despondency in place of hope that
is coming over intelligent people
in our country, and that is in re-
gard to the way in which our
parties and the political system
are developing in our country or
as they are failing to develop.

It would not be unfair to say
that our politicians have never
been so low in public esteem as
they are today. Let me quote
President Zakir Hussain on the
30th of March as reported in the
Times of India the following day.
He said: “How can we speak to
hot-headed student mobs and ask
them to refrain from senseless
destruction and  disturbance  of
peace when even those in high
political and public places set an
example of violent expression and
nfltnmmnl approach in the conduct
of public affais? The unseemly
scramble for power, growing law-
lessness, senseless destruction of
life and property are hbringing
democracy into disrepute” M.
Jayaprakash Narayan said in April:
“In every Party the extrenusts are
trying to pull down the good men.”
Mr. Frank Anthony, a fine parlia-
mentarian [said in April: “"Power
hungry politicians are seeking to
enlarge their empires by interfer-
ing with the intemal manage-
ment of the best universities,
colleges and schools. The disas-

M. R. MASANI, wap.

MUST UNITE

trous vesults are already increas-
ingly evident in intrigue, nepotism,
indiscipline and a rapid tl'l"(.qillﬁ‘ in
educational standards.”

Mr. Frank Moraes, writing in
the Indian Express in March, said:
“The nation-wide deterioration in
public conduct began and wall
probably end with our politicians
in  Parliament and the State
Legislatures.  For unless these
gentlemen leamn to mend their
manners and their way of life the
people will never be persuaded to
observe better codes of individual
and general behaviour. The pali-
ticians have ceased to amuse.
More and more they are coming
to be regurded as a public nui-
sance which needs to Er abated.
For iranically nobody has brought
and is bringing parliamentary
institutions more into public dis-
repute than some of the members
who inhabit them.. ., ‘Are t
human beings or baboons? This
writer overheard a foreign visitor
observe after one exhibition at a
certain legislature,  1f India were
te live by politics alene the coun-
try would be a madhouse.”

I was in Calcutta recently to
attend a meeting of the Consulta-
tive Committee of Parlinment on
West Bengal affairs. While there,
I became aware of the fact that
in Bengal or at least in Calcutta
today maost le do not seem to
want an election. They don't
want it in November and they
dont even wamt it in next
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February, The general mood is:
“Leave us alone. We dont want
elections and we don’t want poli-
ticians. We are very happy with
the Governor and the burcaucracy.
Why? Because they are honest and
they have minimum government,
They leave us alone. They dmi't
intedfere in our lives.” The bureau-
crats naturally do the least that
they have to do, holding the fort
between one government and
another. Now this has gone down
extremely well. Everyone says:
“Why can't we enjoy Governor's
Rule for two or thice years? Why
can't you leave us alone?” Later in
Lucknow I came across the same
mooil. People do not want elec-
tions. In other words, they do not
want democracy They are pre-
pared to forego their wonderful
right to vote, to choose their own
ﬁrmmmt. Supposing in  five
years' time the whole of India were
to feel this way? Where would be

our Constitution and our way of
life?

I do not blame this impatience
with politicians. 1 think it is very
understandable, The factors that
make for the low repute of our
Elllllit'ium and parties today can

o broken down into three or tour,
One is the lop-sided situation at
the Centre where a minority party
has been holding office for twenty
years. The Congress Party has
never secured 50 per cent of the
popular vote of the Indian people
in any clection, The highest it
got was 48 per cent. They have
come down now to 38 per cent. In
the absence of proportional repre

tion, we have had a wvery
ﬁmﬂl political structure, with

inority of people mling the
majority.  As many as 308 out of
the 520 members of the present
Lok Sabha were elected by a mine-
rity of their own constituents - a
very high proportion. The majo-
nly of members of the Lok Sabha
do not represent a majority of their
own constituents, eV cume in
on a split vote because there were
too many candidates. This comes
of the failure of the Indian people
to evolve a two or three party
system,

Perhaps the root of the trag
may be traced to the iai’ImeCdt.{r

ny
follow Mahatma Gandhi's advice

to the Indian National Congress
to dissolve itself as a political

; and to allow two partics to
come up which would c-arryi on
the parliamenta stem. A few
dav:.[’?)efow 'm:'ry\\-g assassinated
on J0th January, 1948, Gadhiji
had drafted a resolution for the
A.LC.C. which was about to meet.
It said: “The ALC.C. resolves to
dishand the existing Congress
organisation and fower inlo a
Lok Sevak Sangh,” that is, to cease
to be a political party and become
a social service, constructive orga-
nisution. Perhaps if this advice
had heen followed, which was so
casily forgotten by his lieutenants
after his death, we would not he
in the plight we are today.

Why did this happen? Why was
Gandbiji’s advice not [ollowed?
Because ﬁsentinlly it would have
meant that half the liticians
would have been out office at
any given time. Let us consider
what parliamentary or presiden-
tial democracy means. [t means
that about 40 per cent of a
countr¥'s politicians are at any

iven time out of office. In India
ﬁ-m trouble is that 80 per cent of
the politicians want to be in office
all the time! If you get a political
caste like that, you cannot have
democracy of any kind. The idea of
being in the Opposition, of being
in the wildemess, is considered to
be anathema.

To this imbalance has been
added the instability of our go-
vermments. In the last  sixteen
maonths since February 1967, 13
State Governments have fallen
thanks to what are!called “defec-
tions.”

Today, we see that all political
parties in India ure disintegrating
visibly before our eyes. As far as
I know there are no exceptions.
The Congress Party makes out that
the situation 1s improving for them.
They are regaining lost ground.
They quote the results of the
Haryana eclection on their side. If
the Congress Party gets a majonty
in West Ben%n] during the pext
elections, the last thing the people
will think is that the Congress
people are good and they want
them t be in office. The only
reason lhaywﬂ]winistuheeplha

Commumists oul, becavse they
have tasted Commumist rule and
they don’t want another dose. The
same considerations apply all over
India. People now vote not for
people but against prople. They
are voting against parties, not for
partics. The general pattern is:
who shall we vote for to keep out
such and such a person or such
and such a party? So this reversal
in the tide only means that, just as
last year people in India were sick
of the Congress Party and they
voted for Opposition parties, now
they are developing the same dis-
gust for Opposition parties and for
the moment they are voting for
the Congress Party.

If the Congress Party is disinte-
grating visibly, the Jan Sangh is
not in much better shape. The
PS.P. and SSP. wme already
broken reeds. The B.K.D. started
breaking up almost the day after
it was %nm}cd with the defection
of Mr. Humayun Kabir, the man
who drafted its programme. But
I would like to congratulate it on
one act for which it was recently
responsible. and that was the dis-
solution of their Bengal Unit be-
cause it would not give up ils
alliance with the Cumin;llnisis. Mr.
Aj Mukherjee and his group
w!:l?; put oull;iide the BKD. be-
cause they have clung to the Com-
munist alliance. For that the
B.K.D. deserves to be compliment-
ed, particularly bhecanse of the
contrast with my own Party,

My own Party has been develop-
ing in the last few years, buk more
openly in the last twelve moenths,
a certain measure of indiscipline
and lax behaviour which is doing
its own image no good. Recently
this subterranean process cmne to
the surface when the Gujarat unit
indulged in a shameless breach of
lfuit({\. ];!"he faitim of the national
eadership to take proper steps to
restore the credibility of the Party
which was shattered has added to
the blot on the good name of the
Party. Crtd:'biiit{) is the equiva-
lent of credit in business. When
a businessman blots his copybook
and behaves in such a way that
nobody gives him credit and
everyone says “cash down”, the
odds are that such a husinessman
is pushed out of business because
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in business you function on your
credit,. A political party which
loses its crelibility is in the same
situation as a business without
eredit. Mr. Bhailalbhai Patel, the
leader of the Gujarat Party, in a
candid moment said in Gujarati
(this was reported in the Gujarati
press) : “Now nobody will believe
the word of the Swatantra Party.
Only a fool would do so.” How
can a Party whose leader has made
this statement face the electorate
in 1972 if the people who created
this lack of crﬁl:hility are still
leading the Party? The sad thing
is thut very vencrable wveterans in
my Party have refused to under-
stand this very simple propesition
and prefer to pretend that nothing
has happeuned. .

It is against this kind of thing
that I have found it necessary to
take the unpleasant step of refus-
ing to participate in the admini-
stration of the Swatantra Party
until 1 find evidence of a change
af heart, a belief in ethical and
disciplined methods. Whether this
will come or not is not for me to
say. One can only do what is the
right thing and leave it to others 1o
make the right respouse. Many
years ago in Ahmedabad, address-
ing the Harold Laski Institute in
1962, I remember quoting a re-
mark of Proof. Towney who told
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald: “Your
Party has the right to demand any
service of you but not to dis-
honour vou.”

I could quote many editorials
supporting the line that I have
taken. But what interested ar
amised me most was an article in
the Free Press Journal in our own
city which approached this matter
with a delightful sense of humour
In that article written by Mr. K.
Srinivasan. on June 7  he
wrote: “The Madras decision of
the National Executive of the
Swatantra Party should wake it
plain to Mr. Masani how much he
1s out of date and out of tune with
the Party.” I agree I am somewhat
old Fashiomed about certain
matters! He said: "Mr, Masani has
explained that the Party should
endeavour to build itself on ra-
tional scientific lines, based on
cthies, discipline and good faith,
He can now see how limited
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reason, science, ethics and disa-
p][ne! and gm‘:d faith, are in deal-
ing with politics. Reason belongs
to the eighteenth century: science
is of the nineteenth century. In the
latter part of the 20th Centu
politics need not be burdened wit
antiquated  limitations of this
kind. Pohli:,:fs is unwdnr:e of

ing up, tactics an i-
f;ﬂﬁ;n%l‘ Eesied interest and un-
scrupulous adventurism; of grab
and drive; bundhs and ghemos;
loot and shoot on all sides.

All this seems to come out of
political backwardness, a weakness
of democratic roots, the absence of
the non-conformist conscience, the
shsence of a revulsion against
anti-social behaviour. In  other
countries, people don't do certain
things because they know they will
be sent to Coventry, nobody will
talk to them, nobody will shake
hands with them. But these
defectors and these people who
break promises here now feel that
they can get away with it. They
don't feel that they will be ostra-
cised and told “now you are not
fit to associate with.” If one part
is betrayed, another party we{
comes them.

There are two kinds of discipline
—the democratic discipline that
we exercise on ourselves—and the
totalitarian discipline that is exer-
cised on us by a dictator - a Stalin
or a Hitler. History shows us that
when ple are not able to exer-
cise demoeratic discipline over
themselves, when indiscipline be-
comes a mass phenomenon as it is
becoming in our India today, then
nature in its own Malthusian way
creates a dictatorship that imposes
discipline on such people.

Gandhiji was a great political
philosopher in his own way. He
often said that Freedom and Dis-

ine are two sides of the same
coin,  An undisciplined man can-
not be free. And a free man has
to have intemal discipline. He
referred to this in 1941 when he
started  Individual  Satyagraha
against the War. He said: T was
going to look round [India and
cho[;n;j the bt:u]s!t cﬁlm man
in India to be the first satvagrahi.”
He chose Acharya Vinobha Bhave
as the first individual satyagmhi

furlwsnidhemthcmﬂd::g;
plined man, and only S e
disciplined man can figh
freedom. o o

On top of all this t are
ecnnnmig policies that have aggra-
vated this demoralisation—permit
licence raj, socialism, l}]aﬂ“'!’i:
whatever you like to call it, whic
has created a concentration of
economic and political power. This
concentration of ecomomic an
political power makes for corrup-
tion and demoralisation in our
public life, because the odds or
the stakes are very high. People
don't get elected to Parliament or
the Assembly any more because
they Yike moking speeches, as Lda,
or expressing themselves freely, as
I do. Many of them now get elect-
ed because that is the way to
make money, because of the pe
licence raj. Ewery minister
therefore every member of Parhia-
ment has to a certain extent a
political pull in influencing the
issue of licences.

What is to be done about all
this? There have been suggestions
of a law being passed against
defections, mostly by people who
do not deal with defectors. You
can't pass n law to make people
good. When a man commits a
crime, you can put him in jail
When a man defects you can put

him out of business, as you think,
for a year or so. Some people say
he must not be allowed to be a

minister for six months. Others
say six months is too little. Let him
not be made a mivister for one
vear. But this is not the answer.
If a man wants to defect, it i
always a ministership that ?'
after. He can be compensated in
other ways, with other jobs or
with cash. How are you going to
stop blackmarket money being
id to a defector? There is no
w that can stop it. In other
words, you can’t make peaple good
by legislation. There to
the pressure of public opinion in
the sense that you lose
esteem which, as I said, no longer
helps because shameless ple
are allowed to on. mn
Mr. K. D. Malaviya was appoint-
ed Chairman  of the Weavy
Engineering  Corporation,  the
Prime Minister struck a very big




k

blow at the integrity of our public
life. When my Pasty refused ta
expel thave who MFK hreach of
fuith, it struck a big hlow at the
purity of public life.
Mr. . B D. Tata came forward
a few weeks with a serious
eemtrihution to the discussions. He
said that in our present situation
the Presidential bype of govern-
ment would do hetter than the
Parliamentary. I am very ri‘l:ld he
made this intervention wish
like him would intervene
more actively in politics and bring
some reason and sense info it, but
[ cannot say his suggestion pro-
vides a solution af our problem.
Just chﬁngl'nr the form of our
Constitution is not going to solve
the problem. The Latin American
eonntries which are, like us, back-
] also have the Presidential
of government. But they do
not work it like the United States,
So, if the people are backward, if
character is lacking. if democratic
mots are lacking, then doctoring
the Constitution or svstem of Go-
vernment s in itsell not a full
answer, It may be that the Presi-
dentinl svstem mav work a little
better than the Parliamentary but
the problem is much more funda-
mental. The problem goes hayond
econstitutional  amendments  to
national character and the charac-
ter of the natural leadewship. Tt
lies in the character of the peaple
and the politicians they throw up,

Naow, it may be that India de-
serves better leadership than she

~ has cot in the last twenty vears. 1

think our common  peuple, our

8, te people, did not deserve

‘wilit they have mot in the last
twenty vears. On the ather hand,
there & an old saying that every
conntry  gets the govermment it
deserves.  After all. who elected
~these people to office? Who kept
Tawaharlal Nehni for bventy vears
fn power? Are not all of us also
muilty  along  with  the politi-
cians? When we say ‘they' have
done this, ‘thev' wont do that,
‘they' are like this. who are these
they? Who put them there? We
did. Thev were not nominated by
an ontgder, Too manv peonle
rrmble for five vears and do very
tle else. They deserve what
they get. Because democracy is

not the casting of a vote every five
years. That is a very poor idea of
a democracy, Democracy consists
in day to day vigilance and day to
day participation in the functions
of citizenship. Therefore 1 would
like to suggest that we are “they’.
Evervone of us is also ‘they’. It is
no good sayving we are good, but
they, the politicians, are . That
is too casy. That will not solve
our problems. We will have to do
what Gandhiji used to ask peaple
to do: “Tum the searchlight
inwards.”

So far it seems to me that we
have ton much of pelitics and too
little of citizenship in India today.
The politicians are active, but the
citizen s ive. That is why
the politician is bad. The politi-
cian can afford to be bad because
we are passive. In America, this
check on the politician is called
grass roots democruey. It is a
very important part of democracy.
It is not in the Constitution, but
the American Constitntion could
not have worked as it has worked
if it wasn't for grass roots demao-
ericy, the volontary action of the
citizens, people coming together,
small peonle to clean wp some
mess; to thmw out crooks from
the municinality; to capture City
Hall and clean it up, to clean up
their own political party when it
is full of corraption.

Tavanrakash recertlv wrote a
letter to the Prime Minister telling
her why he did not @o all the way
to Srinarar to attend a me=tine of
the Netiomal Tntegration Conneil,
He said that Party politics itself is
a fartor resnonsihle for the crowth
of the force of disinter=ation. And
he went on to <av: “The nresent
composition of the Commeil which
is made un mostly of Mipisters
and Parliamentarians is likely to
give the imnression that the task
of National Interration is one that
is laveelv, if not whollv, 10 be ac-
complished by the State. This. as
yvou know. is far from heing the
case, Indeed, more has to he
done at the peonle’s level in this
regar! than by the State” This is
an illustration that Javaorakash
pives that much more needs to he
done at the voluntary gross roots
level. much less by the Govern-
ment and by Parliament.

For this passivity all classes are
responsible.  But the responsibi-
lity or the guilt of the educated
and the propertied classes is the
highest, becanse, having the kmow-
ledge, having the resources, they
have failed the country, which a
poor  illiterate peasant may be
}nrgi\w for having done. There
is an old slogan coming from
Britain that we must educate our
masters. The politician must edu-
cate the electorate; it is a verv
good thought. But the problem we
face is: who is to educate the
politicians? Toduy the politician
15 morally illiterate, he lacks not
the capacity to read or write or
the gift of the gab but he lacks
the character part of leadership.
He lacks the sense of respansibi-
lity, the sense of integrty, the
sense of dependability. And this
ranges all the way from being late
at public meetings, agreeing to
speak and not toming up and
forgetting even to send a telegram
by way of apology, up to cheating,
So who is to train the leaders in
honesty and good behaviour and
a sense of responsibility?

The world of management has
in the last ten years gone in for a
great deal of management deve-
lopment snd training.  Every
good business house now takes
pride in sending its officers to the
Administrative  Staff College at
Hyderabad or the Institute of
Management in  Ahmedabad or
Caleutta, and indeed many of
them mun their own training inst-
tutions,. There is an  excellent
Tata Training Centre in Poona
where a non-stop programme of
training of management goes on
from [anuary to December. No-
thing like this has been done so
far to train our public men and
waomen,

Recently, some of us are trying
out this experiment. Last vear, m
good friend, Leslie Sawhny, and
were discussing this verv problem
of the need for this kind of train-
ing. But a5 we were discnssing
and planning this, he died. It was
a great loss to evervane with
whom he was concerned. He had
a great love of yvoung peonle. He

ad a great love of freedom and
he had a fine faHnrt for leader-
ship. So, after his death, some of
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us got together and established
what is known as the Leslie
Sawhny Programme of Training
for Democracy, We have already
run several camps—in Orissa, at
Lonavla, in Bombay, in Kerala and
in Coimbatore. We are going
round the country. Wherever there
are 30 or 40 men and women, never
mind what their politics are, ex-
cept for the communists, we are
prepared to train everyone. The
Fascists and the Communists do
u in for indoectrination, but Liberal
democrats have nothing. Neither
the Swatantra Party, nor the Con-
gress Party, nor the PSP have any
means of creating dedicated, con-
vinced, disciplined workers. The
Leslie Sawhny Programme makes
it possible for them, for youth
leagues, for student groups, for
women's councils, for social work-
ers, for trade unions, to train
their members into becoming good
citizens.

If the efforts to change the
pleture of our polities do not
succeed, 1 am afraid within a very
few years we shall be in danger
of coming to the end of our par-
liamentary  democeracy Nature
abhors a vacuum, So do politics.
If a political vacuum develops in
this country, a vacuum of public
confidence, a vacuum of power,
where power abdicates, law and
order abdicate, disorder comes
aver the country as it has come
over Bengal and other parts of the
country in the last few months,
than people will not hesitate to
give up their democracy, Then
what people feel in Lucknow and
Caleutta, they will feel throughont
the country.  They will tum round
and look for a saviour, De Gaulle,
or a man on horseback, to save
them from politicians. We shall
go the way of Pakistan, Indonesia
and Greece

India today is suffering from a
failure of leadership in all her
political parties, 1 ':lh.rﬂl end, as ]
started, with Mr Ceorze Woods.
In the later part of his speech
which 1 quoted Ffrom earlier, he
said: "One of the serious liahilities
of some poorer countries in short
is leadership that does not lead.
And one of the results is likely to
be public apa®v and evnicism
instead of the ferment of enthu-
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stism and the hard work needed
for economic progress.” And this
I can testify to, that the leaders of
muost of the political parties are
“tailists”. They are not leaders
Lenin was a great political strate-
gist. He said two very clear
ﬁlin . One was that “Cadres
decide everything”. His other
thought was that leadership was
in contrast to what he
“tailism.” He accused political
leaders of his time of catching the
tail of the donkey, and following
the party instead of being at the
lead. Now this is true. Most of
the leaders of most political parties
are tailists, They lack the courage
to lead. They first find out what
the majority of the party wants
and then say it, li‘l.:l.'-t as a political
party tries to find out what a ma-
jority of the people want and
then says it. How many Congress-
men have 1 heard saying: “We
don't like socialism. But, yon
know, the Indian people want it,
so we have got to pretend to be
socialists.” Jawaharlal Nehru sold
them that Big Lie and they
believed it

Now, if the leaders are bad, are
the people bad too? 1 would not
like to think so. T think we have
many fine qualitics among our
peaple. We have a  peasantry
endowed with robust commoen-
srnse, simple faith, sturdy dignity.
We have a labour force which, il
given proper training and leader-
ship, is as g as any in the
world, with simple needs and low
standards of living. We have a
small but growing band of middle
class professional executives who,
in knowledge and capability, are
second to none in the world. We
have a new gemeration of post-
war, post-independence  young
men capable, willing, madern, un-
inhibited. How are they going to
save this country?

I am afraid at this stage it
would be too late to say that one
political party can save the coun-
tn. | had that dream in 1939,
that by forming the Swatantra
Party we could revolutionise the
face of Indian politics. T used to
call it “the last hope of Indian
democracy.”  Unfortunately, in
spite of our beautiful principles,
onr hehaviour has now made the

« there 1s no alternative to the

Indin feel that the
Boihantra Purty cannot by tsel
remove the Congress and ll SRt
place. In other wngk the la

i this
gy

flz‘:.lr:gu}l dont think any ntlwhn !
political ‘fu'ry by itself m&'w s
to take the place of the ¢ ﬂ'lt'lo
ment that must go if India Eall
be saved, There is o need for |
those who are democrats, for al ,
those who are opposed to Corému-
nism on the one hand and Com-
munalism on the other. to come g

i fromt
together in one grou or
to save the country. do not ;
care what it is cal Call it the
National Democratic Parly or

Front or whatever you like. I

with Mr. C.'I'larail Singh that i
'iow- of the Party image, the i
Party symbol” seems to come in
the way.

I for one welcome the i.m'l:i& )
taken by Mr. Charan Sin
the B.K.D. to call for a fusion of
their own Party, the Swatantra i
Party and the P.S.P. to start with, b
I would like to think that in the
ranks of u:]:ﬁso St;amntm I:ia.rl,'yif I
membershi this proposal, i
carried lopthmr. wnuH'l evoke a
widespread and positive response.
.ﬂite?pnll. Rajaji and 1 with Prof.
Ranga's cooperation, offered o
merge with the Jan Sangh at the
end of 1965. We offered to give
up our name, our flag and our
symhol and have a new ane if the
Jan Sangh was prepared to
along with us into one Party.
that was legitimate why should it
not now he legitimate to have a
new name, a new flag and a_new
symbol with people who are)
to us than the Jan Sangh™eves
wereP  Unfortunately, that effort
was tumed down by the an |
Sangh. But we had made it, And
I think we should stand by this
broadminded stand that we 3
prepared to join and sink 3
selves, our 1Ifml.it)'. to sacrifice
onr party, if m :
sake of the country. ii{n
T say that the country mu
first and mot the Party. If these
forces can come together, T am
fuite clear that the face of Indi:
politics would change, becay
what is ereating ency is
sense of help]me.ss, u sense th




gress Party, This s what most
people are today fed up about—
that there is nothing that can take
the place of the Cengress Govern-
ment at the Centre, The moment
two or three parties come together
in Parliament and outside, there
will be a sizable bloc that will be
recognisable by the people as be-
ng  broadbased  enough  to
challenge the Congress Party in
1972. If this is not done, 1 fear
we are in danger of throwing the
baby of parliamentary democracy
out with the bathwater of the
Congress Government in Delhi.
Becanse. at <ome stage. people

will get so fed up, as they were
with the Muslim League politi-
cluns in Pakistan, as they were
with the politicians of Greece, and
say: “Let us have a military dicta-
tarship and let us get fdd of these
people.”

I would net like that to happen
becanse I believe in democracy.
[ believe that democracy is worth
fighting for. It has its imperfec-
tions. There is one good thing
about it which no other system has,
unless  you have hereditary
monarchy, And that is that Demo-
cracy permits of a peaceful and
constitutional change of "Govern-

ment when the people want it
No other system has that Once
you put in a military dictatorship,
the only way to threw it out is by
another coup d'etat, by force,

The last word on the subject, 15
samething that was safd by a very
great  democrat—Winston  Chur-
chill He, if anyone, knew all the
ﬁlﬂd and the bad things about

criocracy. When he was asked
what he had to say about demo-
cracy, Winston Churchill made u
very wise, profound remark. He
said: “OF all systems of Govern-
ment, democracy is undoubted]
the worst—except all the others™
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