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CHILE - THE FACTS AND THE LESSONS

M. R. MASANI
Ow mm 10th of , there }umtim]unnyhh!aﬁ
were three frocly Marxist

Covernments oulside the Iron
Curtain. Now there wre only two
—in India and Ceylon. What has
happened in Chile during the past
few weeks is therefore a matter
of sorne interest and relevance to
us in India.

Let us consicder the picture of
Chile as it was at the end of
August 1973, The economic situa-
tion had becoms hopeless and the

le were suffering mi un-

paralleled in the history of Chile.
Sinee forvign commuent might be
considered suspect, it is fortonate
that Mr Cautam Vohra has given
an eyewitness account as & result
of speaking four weeks in Chile
this summer, in the Times Weekly
of September 23, 1973:

What struck me most  were the
unenling  queues  outnde the shops
in Santmage, People stoad for bours
o buy ieem bor daily ose, sch a8
lmml, sugur, meat, rice and battes
Thewve was scaroity of several other
goods, ranging from spare cer parts
o oll and detergenis as well, The
shottage of these Homs wis so wiile-
ipread that whoever | wiked w0 had
nothing but complaists.

He goes on ta add:

The middle class, which f{orma
thirty pes cont of Chile's total popu-
latiom, was aliesated from Allende,
ac It was  divotly  alfected by his
wilnmne . mtiooalisation of lactodos
and manulschoring  companies  which
were put under worken® ecomtrol as
well as expropristion of large agricul-
twal landbeldings. But  what oas
worse, his reforma did wot even bene-
Bt the working class, who fousd that

price of the cooking range to 4,000
escudes.  But by then the price of
a tovch hadd risen to 8,000 escudos.”
It is well known that, since 1971,
the women of

during certain day and time of the
week, eome out of their homes
with their pots and pans, banging
Ilwhqmmiﬂmmpmln
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oty be recalled that
o aum.ﬂmy(mm 1

Let it also

sent i ty of the

ple- In the Presidential

of September 1970, he had obtain-
ed, with the support of the com-
mumists, only 36 per cont of the
dar vole—even less than the

lm}r‘l] He was llhi;‘n a o
eader misusing pasition
falsel eiﬂu:linghtht sapport of the
people an uti repeatedly
the majority in Pnﬁlﬁnmt.
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Cabinet and into pelitics in arder
to  bail ll:ln out, The move

Contrary 1o the impression
given by [oaded press reparts, the
bulk of the Chilean poople—the
silent majority who had suffered
during the last few years—have
welcomed the change.

The leaders of the new regime
bave anbounced that their primary
pampse |s to restore onder and to
get the scomomy moving. Indeed,
an expert on Chile has said that
it looks very much as if the mili-
lary men litend to cast Chile in
the Democratic Soclalist mould,
posibly  the West European
mmlel, it more likely closer to
what wvou find in  Brasll or
Mexien.”

Theve lias been some contro-
versy about how Allende met his
void It §s guite clear that he pre-
ferred 10 commiy suivide rather
than accept the affer of safe con-
duct out of the country that the
Cenerals, following the well estab-

lished Latin  American  pattem,
offered him.  His  wilow, on
arriving  in Mexica Ciry, sald:

My hnshand preferred to kill him-
soll rather than be betraved alive.”
and went on o add that the wea:
pen with which he did the job
wis @ subemachie gun presented
to him by hig dear commde, Fidel
Castro.

The [act that the President
commitied suicide has now been
confirmed by a judge who was
appointed to investigate the man-
ner of lus death

But  ioternational  comvmumist
propaganda hat o invent its in-
avitable mactyr  So, like the late
lamepted Lumumba of the Congo,
Ulende had to be “murderad” and
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added to the pantheon of
inunist saints,

A Pamarres ?

Prime Minister Indira
has chosen to draw a
wren her own position
Allende in & maudlin
attract sympathy o herself
potential martyr.  There is
saying that if the elanﬂl.
welcome to wear i, the

g
%iiﬁfi%@

thinking which is llrnd"fl'l:l-ﬂldil‘d
as a rosult of a thou impart
of sdeas and id ies.”

Mrs Gandhi also allowed her-
sell the luxury of entertainin
Fidel Castro in Delhi and
by encouragingly while Castro
characheristically misused Tndian
haspitality to indulge in a tirade
against the US, The first reaction
tnmi;thr.&swemhlﬁngf
pa v a thumping majorit
67 to 18 barring nlz;nﬂtlmm}t, of
India’s huge debt w the US “at
less than 100 cents to the dollar.”
Our Prime Minister's escapade has
thus cost the country a few million
dollars.

Two constructive contvibutions
in regard to the lessons that this
country may draw from the libe-
ration of Chile from Marxist
tyranny have been made by the
President of the Congress (0) and
a former Indian Ambassador to
Chile.

Immediately  after the coup,
Mr Asoka Mehta said in a state-
ment in Delli that “Dr Allende
had in pursuit of his objectives—
‘however laudable in  intention”
—s0 mLsm‘nagﬁ] the economy
that Chile had come almost to a
grinding halt, While that country
hardly advanced towanls socialist
objectives, its democratic
. b':.“m ered™ mm(’*mm

ce '
};l:ddfnt -&E?hr the events in
Chile wamned us to be om  our
nand.
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|E-t}‘. Allende s:mugad o alienate
the very sections of society
whose cause he had apparently
espoused, Mr Massand comes to
the conclusion that

when the country has a common
frontier with the Soviet Union.
This has been pro
by the example of several far-
flung countries such as Indonesia,

proved repeatedly



