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Masani Pines For

Arm

i
RIGHTISTS OF ALL HUES
are hactically mapsouvring for
a reaclionary lakeover In In-
dia But they all prefer to hide
their ugly, Beinous QM ia nice
words  Ike naliopal = govern-
menl, public congensus, party-
less democracy. ete

Not a0 the ewvil genius of
Indinn Teaction, namely Minoo
Masani The once-upon-a-lime
socialist  (like “Jaya Prakash

arain] who s now In the
pay of thae Tatas has spoken

oul his mind Ahd he has nols

minced words @ whai

‘wanis is 8 military dil:l.l'mnh\.rj

pureé and simpla

Tha call 18 thers for all o
read in the March issue of &
slick Bombay rnlgum. call
ed "I |

The whole interview is de
voted to the theme that India |
Is on the verge ol & commir
nist  takeover and thatl it
should be prevenled by an.
army takeaver,

Thai is, when ha is not p
ving how poor Masan| is, wiihd;
n fiat in what the magazing
desctibes as a “posh area” in
Bombay and a car which he
has to drva himaall 11 far
ther prool ware needed, hark !
"y women f(fonds | alwaya
complain that | look shabby'™

Not 1o disgrass: Masan|
anya that India ia now the
same A% Indonasia same ‘a8
Ghana, same as Chile, bafora

| the army ook Gver In those

eountries. And he wanls us
“aut of fthis nightmare of
this Sukarno-Nkrumah-Allenda
complex  in which we are
caught this poison in our
wysiem”,

Hhm‘l The

“poison lar him are the demo-

cratic  inslitu “We have
got paat the siage when a po-
liscal parly could do whal you
want. The people have lost
taith in the parfiameniary sys-
tam.™

“1 don'l think elactions are
ralevant any more exgep! aa
trends. | don't think the fulure
ol india will be decided al the
polls.”

The remedy ha suggesis Is

leresting 100 “Wa am now

nl.nrlu a revolutionary siua-

for a while exira con-
'muhonhl forces will laka
ovar.”

-

It that is not clear enough.
he pratsed the Suharto junta
in Indonesia for laking the
country “to the middis of the
road’ and adds “ It Is the kind
ol thing that history throws up

st insoluble problems. .

would preler. temporarily, a
palriolic army rule which takes
a pragmatic aconomic line,
gives the people a good life,
slops population growth . 'L #

The darfing of theg monono-
lists has his own plans ready
too In such an  evenluality,
“When the army oalls in poli-
thoians they could call in
soma promingnt people. Sup-
pore \hey called me to do
somathing, or say, Jaya Pra
Kash pecpla of that kind *
And what would ba his ans
wer? "Quite pusgibl'r yea"

We need nol go bevend
Masani says thal Jawahnarial
Nehru was a Sovist stooga
whose “prasidential addiesa

Takeover

-

(=

Bt tha 1935 Lucknow session
of tha Congress was a 100 per
cant communist speech”. And
Indira Gandhi. lutored by
Krishrm Manon in London
since the lale Ihirties, i “an
honest taliow traveller”

And, “mow indira is com
pleting Nehru's work aof ruin-
ing free Indin—aho |3 success-
fully completing her father's
work of destroying India’™.

Masani is not the only right-
wing politician 1o suriace with
interview in the recent pariod.
Colleague Piloo Mody has ex-
pressed similar ideas In an in-
terview io the American ma-
gazine Newsweek.

Mody does not openly advo-
cata a military takeover but
stll wanta "a new govern
ment’ though he bemoans
that Ihe opposition is so divi-
dad that it cannot “mount an
effective challengs”

The theme woven logether
Is otherwise the same. “This
government has isolated the
elecloral process from the
peopla’s will. It has acquired
the art of manipulating elec
toral results *

What
sayR' “very lttle, | am afrald
There i an answer. but |
doubt it they would 1ake it”

Mody sgems 1o be not as
cocky as Masani that a mili-
tary regime could be thrust
down our people’s throal But
inat doas not detract from the
danger, ail the more so since
soma ol the more frustrated
rightist  villains are now
openly suggesting an army
takeover,

s the remedy? He

== 2 BN =11
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“I'm afraid you've husiled me into this,” mid Massi,
with a peeved expremion on his face. We were sitting in
his office one afternoon, after reviewing the comtents
of the interview held a few evenings before. “I normally
give caly written answers,” he said,.agitated to find he
bad betn over-vehemest in kis attack on Indira and the
Comgress. “I am pot against her personally, only against
her Marxist policies,” be hoping, spparently,
that we Id per his ¢ ks. The interview, as it
stands, has a hard-hitting Aavour and has Masani’s locid
historical analysis on the direction India is going and the

e fase which awaits ma.

®

Masani’s life stylp, to an outsider, seemns to be one of
constant agitation. One would imagine that after a full
lifetime as & freedom fghter, being the founder-member
of both the Socialist and the Swatantra parties, hobnobbing
with Neluru end Gandhi, e would have retired into a well-
deserved nostalgia. Not so. At 67, Masani is very much a
man for the momeat, offering himself snd the policies
he advocates as vishle alternatives to the chaos engulfing
the country. Today he is writing his memoirs, besides
working full-time as a management consuleant, “to make
ends meet”, as ho myr. A demanding autocrat in the office,
his nimble mind issues torrents of words that would leave
all bat the most dedicated secretaries drowning in confu-
sion, At home, though, it is a guiet life in a posh area of
town, surrounded by books and antiquities, where Masani
dreams perhaps for that fortuitous starboard gust of wind
that would propel his ideology to a pre-eminent position
after the revolution be predicn.

Nehru started the ruin of India

Indira completed it

‘I' magazine March 1974
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AN INTERVIEW WITH

‘ MINOO MASANI

- by Farok Contractor

What role are you playing in India today?
At the moment, I am a student of history.
This is only a temporary posture, though,
I feel 3 man with my liberal views and
inclinations hasn't got a role to play in party
politics today. I can only educate public
opinion against the day, when people have

learnt the lesson the hard way, that Marxism,

collectivism and state capitalism don't pay.
do not deliver the goods. do not solve any
K;ohlanu. political or economic.

hat lesson will we learn?
Now, that lesson was learnt historically in
Indonesia, when at last the people turned
against Sukarno. It was learnt in Ghana,
when the army and the people turned against
Nkrumah and, more recently, it was learnt
on the 10th of September in Chile. This
1 feel, is the pattern of history. When an
independant couniry, which has no common
frontiers with the Soviet Union, is sought
to be taken over for the Communist way
of life, then the organism has enough life
and patriotism to throw the poison out.
Are you depressed about the condition af
the country?

: I think India will survive the current attempy

to take it over. I am quite optimistic that
within five or six years, or at the mast
a decade, we should be out of this nightmare
of this Sukamo-Nkrumah-Allende complex
in which we are caught.... this poison in
our system. I'm very optimistic. No, I'm not
depressed. But Rajaji and I had warned the
people for the last ten years and they had

not listened. Now they must learn the hard
way.

1



TS T RS

the treaty was ready much before, but she
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by At You used the term “poison in our system.” :
Are you suggesting it is being injected E“cl‘; '&::‘:‘::“&h'i mmip 's::
deliberotely [rom the outside? "]5 Cor have superceded the senior udﬁ
Masani : 1 think Mrs Gandhi is the instrument of cou i 1 1
B whathap she's cmeciont S € SIUPS : i A }‘}? yf.;nmmt il the Jan Sangh T:rr tb;
| think she’s playing the Soviet game of e ‘indt:;ntru Party took power today. they
{ preparing the ground for a Communist would do @ better job?
lakeover.
A So then she's plaving the role of a medium?
Masani : 1 think she's being a deliberale Marxist and
I think she’s playing the role consciously.
Now take .Malaviya's appointment. Mala-
viya's appointment must be understood.
Why did it bappen” Why., in the whole
country, with talent of all kinds. did a
Communist, a Moscow man, and a man
who was sacked by her [father, wvery
reluctantly, for misconduct of a financial
nature - why did she choose this man for
the wvery sensitive Ministry of Steel and
Mines which was vacated by Kumara-
gangalam? To me. the answer is clear. This
45 the price Moscow exacts for keeping her
there.
' o But she con sorvive without Moscow. can't
she?
Masani : Yes, but then she would have 1o eal crow.
She would have 1o admn the mgc misiake
of being on the wrong side all these years.
since the late thirties. Krishna Menon, who
was then in London, worked on her in her
student days, and on Feroze Gandhi and ‘P've described her ( Mrs. Gandhi ) as the de Gaulle
other Indian students, 1o make them fellow that falled.’
wravellers That | recall from my early
Socialist days. For her now 1o cal crow Masani : I think perhaps we have t past the siage
would be difficult She is oo proud. ST p;oliug;l party fﬂsl.ﬁd do what you
s ﬂl.ll_hhq' con have her own notionol brond of wanl. The FEDFITC have lost faith in the
SM'"{”m" : 3 Parliamentary  system. In  that sense,
Masani : No, There is no such thmg You have Mrs. Gandhi is a kind of de Gaulle who
cither liberal cupitalism or you have your came (o power on the wings of the fourth
L Marxism. | say there is no middle path republic. and you cannot mow go back to
s 3 So you are a conservative. o right winger” the fourth republic. 1 have described her
Masani : No, 1T am not. I'm very anti-<conservative, 1 as the de Gaulle ihm failed. 1 would be
consider myself a radical. The Communists inclined to think thai we now enterin
are the reactionanes because they are the a revolutionary situatio fear. though
ones who stand for the mosi reactionary, am a very strong democrat, that for a while
_(“J:lrm. oppressive kind of society. . . for sAlra conStitutinal foroes Wil take orvee
industrial feudalism where the human being We are beginning 10 sce them already. Lodk
13 nothing. They are living in the past. at Gujerat. 1 deplore the methods used. It
::;"i'.’l'nr :Imr.l:: d'!.‘:“‘lh"“st soctety fast. That's is termible to overthrow governments this
L A You mentioned she's being used as an agem ::{ ?:l ld"':':ml::;l::: ::Fcll th:fﬁ'c;s hn(\,' ﬂt::‘:r
o mLkr over the country. but  hasn't dcst;‘m'cd by Mrs Gandhir h; her I.I'Il.:l'lﬂd:‘
Mrs. Gandhi's party splic with the CPP? b A So whar would happen after that? :
_Iso’t there @ sirain in the relationship? Masani : After what?
Masani : No, no! She said, only three days ago. that O Ad e tha rt:ioluiron.
the programmes of the two parties are the Masani : We all know what happens after a Marxist
on g i b B revolution. But if there 1s an anti-Marxist
and her non-Communist colleagues in revolution, we will be liberated. Like i
Congress. though. If there's another split, Indonesia, where Suharto has tak e h':
] I fear Indiva wall go with the Communists. counlry 1o the middle of the o :;a by :'ed
&5 30 G you sylng Whave s no-hmke o hev? her inicrmational standing and naw |
Masani : It's the Indian people who are holding her S e : I Il and now Ihﬂ
back. She knows that if she pra ] Boing pluces slowly but steadily.
o at if she goes 100 fast, A But our army is so large and diverse. Wha
she will be thrown out. She would not have would take over? The ;
npmlglq'iﬂ ':nl:h“ﬂ twn years ago. She personalities. i m}‘w S0 many
wanTd nil the ume was right and then Masani > 1 N
did it. She could nut runas:,gned the lnd]:: M e ok By ot Ly U St

i. Look. let's get this clear. The cancer |

Soviel Treaty two years earlier. In fact. specialist' who warns of cancer s mot
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Masan) :

" Masam

Masani :

Masani

Masam .

provoking it. He is not promoting the
cancer. All

he says is, “Operatc —do
something

e )
But man / grmy regimes have [lailed
miserably.

: Oh yes, of course. il's a big gamble. Take

Pakistan under Ayub. He was W‘Oﬂt_l‘ttd i
the beginning-you know. I'm pot saying IL's
a wluticm'ﬁfud you. I'm not advocating
il, but it's the kind of thing that history
throws up against insoluble pruhlcms_f, -
Would you have any role to play Tn this
anti-Marxist rule?

Quite possibly not, quite possibly yes. Who

knows? When the army calls in ‘poli-
ticians . . . . they could call in some prominent
people. Suppose they called me 1o do

samething. ar, say. Jaiprakash . . .. people of
that kind. Sensible people and technocrats
who can do a good job. But whether I'm
called back 1o public life or not is of
ndiflerence 1o me and of no IMporiance
1o the country.

So you're suggesting on army lakeover as
an alternative to a Marxist takeover? You
would preler the former?

I would prefer, temporarily, a patriotic army
rule, which takes a pragmatic economic line,
gives the people a good lile, stops population
growth, puis the country on its feet and
allows democracy to take over within a
stated period.#As a student of history, |
would say it is a lesser evil 1o the other path.
It is preferable 10 a treacherous Communist
takeover which hands the country over to
China or Russl:{

But then the coftmunists would be tryung to
infiltrate the army

There was an announcement in Delhi only a
few days ago, in the newspapers. that the
Home Office have revised their circulars o
say that the RSS members, CPM and
Naxalites are ineligible for public service,
but members of the CPl are now perfectly
alright.

So far they were noi?

No, but secretly it's been going on for years.
Infiltration in India has been going on under
Nehru and it's been accelerated under Indira
Gandhi,

In the army they'd be recruited as officers,
you mean?

Yes. Officers and men. The Communist
tactic 5 to infiltrate in all armed forces In
all  bourgeouis countries. India. as you
know, is still rated & bourgeouis country,

So what happens if the army intervenes?
No, the army never comes in deliberately.
The army is sucked in, in a power vacuum
against its wishes. No army ever moves in
o ke power for the fun of it .
You compared the situation with Chile. But
Chile is a small. industrialised country —
?)nn can you compare it with us?

Therz's a strong parallcl. We are moving in
the same direction as Allende. Inflation,
unemployment and food shortages are three
combustible elements that make revolutions
- history. The mischiel started with the
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second Five Year Plan. The framework for
that Plan was devised by Prolessor
Mahalanobis. who sal with a group of
Russign Communist planners in the Indian
Statistical Institute in Calculia 1o prepare it
That is how inflation started. What 1 feared
has come true. since the measure of
inflation last year was between 25 and 28%,,
1 hope it will not reach the Chilean rate of
300, last year which led to the revolution.
| would not be surprised if it reaches as
high as 1005 by the time the next budget
is troduced, : -

Is this what Dr. Minhaos is Sarl.l:'lg." .

Dr. Minhas has now documenled practically,
everything thai we have been saying. that
the figures in the Plans are doclored and
calculated (o fool the people with rosy
piciures. .

Are you still actively Invalved in politics?
Al the moment, I'm on my second “vacation™
from politics and enjoying it. I am now
engaged in management consultancy, writing
and other extra-curricular interests.

What made you go back to business?

Go buck 1o business? | entered business in
1941 when 1 left the Socialist Party. Then
I joined Tatas to earn a living. From 1934,
for six years, when Jaiprakash and | started
the Sociahst Party, T hved on only Rs. 50
a month, scrounging around and starving.
I really starved — 1 used 1o have one meal
a day. You know the Cecil Restaurant on
Hughes Road? 1 used to go there in the
evenings to eat hall a bun with buiter and
pouna cup chai — that’s all 1 could afford.
I used to go to sleep hungry. I used to
travel third, live in torn clothes, lom shoes.

‘If | retire today, I’d starve. Literally.
So what life style are you talking about 7 *

You are associated with the Tata companies
today?

In '53 1 was appointed advisor on indusirial
relations for the House of Tatas Today I'm
a consultamt of theirs on labour affairs.
What's your opinion on labour 1oday?

"



Masani : I'm very pro-labour. I'm called m because
I'm able to deal with the stafl and put
management right.

b sl You describe “vourself as a Gandhian and
o radical. Yer your life style today doesn’t
at all appear to be so.

Masani : No? | think it does. 1 think I live much
mare poorly than many Marxists and people
in power — 1 need not mention names. | have
no capital at all. Every month 1 have 1o
worry about how 1o pay my bills. Yesterday
I trizd to draw a cheque — [ wanted Rs 300
for the weckend — bui my secretary said,
“Mr. Masani, your balance is Rs 85." 1
drive my own car. | don’t have a driver,
AL my age. which is 67. [ don't Know many
of my own class who drive themselves. You
see. | can’t afford that. 1 have to work till
I dic. If 1 retire today, 1'd starve. Literally
S0 what life siyle are you (alking aboul?

A Well, the ourward appearances — your flat —

Masani : Oh, this flat, you mean? This flat is rented
ot Rs, 300. My clothes are quite shabby, My
women friends always complain that I look
shabby. | say I'm sorry. | can’t help it 1
can't offord smart clothes, They say. we
must modernise you. No, no, quite seriously,
I'm not joking. I'm a poor man. The tragedy
is. if 1 stop working romorrow I'd literally
starve. As long as | have my income | get
along. Incidentally, as a small token of my
accepltance of the Gandhian concept of
‘trusteeship’ | have, since 1955, despite my
lack of affluence. been contributing 10%, of
my nel income as sompaffidaan to the
Bhoodan movement,

v You started our by being a Gandhian?

Masani : No, no. | staned oul being a Socialist, and
I ended up being a Gandhian liberal. I
started ns a very aggressive Socialist, 1 was
very starry-cyed aboul (he Soviet Revolution
then, and 1 wrote a book called Sovier
Sidelights in 1935, which was my second visil
to the Soviet Union. But you know, by 1944
| had recanted and published Socialism
Revonsidered, in which 1 renounced Marxism
farever.

‘I've been a bit of a Cossandra; | have warned against
disasters, My misfortune Is that | see things before
thay come.’

Masani :

Masani :

Ma;ani i

Masani :

Masani :

Whot made you dl.i’l'"!-lﬂ.ﬂmd with Rum'a-'
Two things. The failure of the 50;3
Revolution o deliver the goods. Today. al
fifty years, there's mo country in the world
which has got more class distinctions. mort
economic inequality, less individull liberty
than the Soviet Union. The r;}e of growth
i good life — providing consumer
:wtcd;mio{l:as been slower in the Soviet
Union than in decadent countries like Spain
and Portugal This was one. And the other
was Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhiji's influence
was a big one on both Jaiprakash and me.
Gandhiji had no illusions about Communism.
His words were, “There is nothing good that
can come oul of a system based on force
and threat. Therefore nothing can come out
of the Soviet Revolution.” Q.ED.

Does that mean the ruling party hes com-
pletely renounced Gandhian principles?

Of course. Oh. yes. 1 would say that today’s
ruling Congress is anti-Gandhian in every

major way. In every single aspect. They

are spilling at his memory.

In whar wsuy.’ Can you — .
Truth. The massacre of truth. And the
centralised state capitalist monopoly which
is the cnemy of Gandhiism. y
People say that il you had stuck on with
Nehru, you would have been high up—
a minister —

Oh yes, of course I would’ve becn a minister
under Nehru, He was very fond of me. Bul
I was not prepared to go along with him.
1 was being tipped as Food Minister in the
newspapers. Through private channels I had
let Nehru know that I was not prepared to
be his stooge. If 1 had wanted to, 1 could
have been in office —one of those
comfortable people, you know, but on
MNehra's wrms, which 1 woold have found
extremely revolting. 1 would have had 1o
support collective farming, a pro-Soviet
policly. the liguidation of Tibet by stopping
the U

the Soviet tanks entering Budapest Tah‘ i
Morarji Desai and Patil as (wo examples

people who did not believe in what Nehru
did, who, apainst all my private pleadings,
wenl along with him and were destroyed in
the end.

Are you suggesting that Nehru was also a
Communist?

: Well, he was certainly a half-baked Marxist.

Now Indira is completing Nehru's work of
ruining free India —she s successfully
mpiclmg her father's work of destroying
ia. 3

Bur he would never have envisaged a Com-
munist takeover.

I had private information on Nehru's
contacts with the CPL Let's not go into
that now. It will come in my memoirs a
year or two later. Nehru was very much
a Soviet sympathiser. His speech at the
Presidential Address at the 1935 Lucknow
session of the Congress was a 100% Com-
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munist speech. He quite frankly made his
confession in "35. At that time, | was not
hostile w him. but we paried ways
afterwards

Do you think you've done better — from
your own conscience point of view?

: Oh God, I'm so glad 1 am not in either

Indira’s government or Nehru's. | have ﬁl
my hands clean ! I grant | have been a bit
of a Cassandra: -1 have wamed sgmsnsl
disasters. | have had no scruples in telling
the wruh. That s my weakness. | started
by warning India againsi Nehru from 1950,
The attack on Tibel started my criticism of
him. Before that, | used to argue with him
privately. My misfortune s that | see things
before they come

But again. Indira may continue —

: | hope she will continue for & httle while.

Uniil the lesson in learnt. 1 am against this
“Indira Hatao” slogan. You must give the
Indian people a viable alternative. not
slogans. A hodgepodge without a slogan
cannot win. And they losi in 1971 wiath this.
What do you think happened in VP2

I don't think elections are relevani any more
except as trends. | domn'y think the fuiure
of India will be decided at the polls It
has gone bzyond that

That's a very fatalistic outlook —

: No, it’s not It's a historical outlook. Why

is 1 fatalisuic? |1 that India will
Survive,

Well, of course India will survive —

No, | mean India will survive as a free
society after an interegnum. India will not
go the way of China and Russia.

In this turmoil, what is the role of the
intellectual, the intelligentsia?

The intellectuals have betrayed the country.
There 1 agree with my friend Nirad
Chaudhuri, that the role of the intellectual
in India is like a jackal following the
political tiger. picking up the leftovers from
the jable The business class is the biggest
betrayer of the lol. with a few notable
exceptions.

Why, because they have gone along?

They have gone along and they have made
a guick rupee and sold out, Indira's success
in ‘71 was due to Indian capitalist money,
and other money which 1 will not talk about.
But I you dont have [aith in the
intelligentsia, the upper classes, why do you
publish your monthly, Freedom First? Why
is its circulation so low?

Even if two thousand people read Freedom
First, wt is worth circulating. The fact that
more people read Blitz shows the intellectual
class has defected and is not standing up 10
their values. Many of our readers say tha
our journal is a voice of sanity in a sea of
false information.

What do you think of the Indian Press®
I think a part of the Indian Press has sold
out Not that they have been bullied. Ir's
cowardice. It's money, patronage. advertise-
menis or respectability. For every one man
who speaks the truth, there are ten cowards

say
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: My car

want
respectability. Buot
freedom, there will be courageous people
who are able 10 1alk

In the early days, what were your dreams,
your hopes of what India would become?
hopes are the subject of my book,
Ower India. It was published in 1940, only
seven years before independence. There are
some touching sentences in that about how
we'll be masters in our own home and how
everything will be so beautiful -after that
and so on.

Wasn't that naive?

It was naive, but that's why it was such a
success. This book sold like nothing else.
You know, it’s been India's all-time best
seller, I think over a million copies were
sold in about fifleen languages. It sold
because it appealed to the basic patriotism,
But at that time I didn't kmow that we
would bz swch bad managers of our
country.

Is India too big to manage? Can [ndia’s
problems be solved quicker by economic
autonomy for the stares?

: I'm for it. I'm for the States’ rights. The

Swatantra Party was always for it
People called the Swasantra Party a capitolis]
party, a party of Princes.

: The Swatantra Parly was an agrarian party,

It was not an urban party at all. The fact
that some of us were town rats had nothing
to do with it. Its whole structure was rural,
Every single Swatantra M.P., including
mysell, was elected by peasant voters. No
big city and no elite and no middle class
has ever elected a Swatantra member of
parhiament They are either too stupid or
oo Marxist.
But the men who were voled in had the
public image of being ‘eactionaries —
noes ......
If the public were stupid enough 1o swallow
Mr. Nehru's smear tactics, there's nothing
1 can say about it
What about Mrs, Gandhi —is she honest?
Yes, Mrs. Gandhi is an honest Marvist. an
honest fellow traveller. 1 don’t doubt her
honesty, but she’s bad for India. Now peaple
say that she’s an opportunist. |1 don't agree
with that, I think she’s a dedicated woman,
but because she's a dedicated Marxist irs
our job 1o see thay she loses power.
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A juvenile bugger named Sam

Had a fondness for mutton and lamb.
He declared, “Though I fear
That it may mean I'm queer,

I don't care if it's ewe or it's ram.”

Covert Lustfulness

N these days of explicit sexuality,

when the flesh has been bared
and the ultimate profanities have all
been ultered, one often longs for
the return to the more complex
limes when flounces and ruffles and
the exposure of ankles brought a
flash 1w many a voyeur's
counlenance

Titillation as an art form has
almost disappeared from modern
sociely. What was delightful about
Victorian morality was ilx covert
lustfulness, cloaked by the placid
mark of British urbanity with its

4

innuendos  and double entendres.

The “dirty old man™ and the
“cocquetre” are, alas, no longer
valid symbols of our day.
Miustrator Harvey Komberg has
indulged himsell in a delightful bit
of Victorian revival in a series of
26 pen sketches, coyly entitled The
Gentleman's Alphabet Book. Each
sketch in the album. starting from
A (for Aphrodisiac) 10 Z (for
Zoophilia) is accompanied by some
exceliznt himericks by Donpald Hall.
Both™the sketches and limericks
succeed admirably in capturing that
peculiar atmosphere of lurking lust
masked by British under-statement

publishers have obvicusly intended
it 10 be used as a present for

lecherous  bachelor uncles at
Chnstmas  time. But when we
consider the number of times the
reader is likely to retum to the
album for fresh inspiration, the
expenditure  appears  worthwhile.
And, at least, after one has peered
long and hard at Komberg's
exquisite skeiches, one comes away
with a deeper insight into the
Victorian lifestyle and interior-
decor, which the artist has depicted
so well.
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