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The dilemma
of the
liberal

In & coumtry with a low level of political
meweiess  and  comespondingly Pl
sandangs of democratic  functioning.  the
liberal faces & painful dilomma s ke to
swallom s scruples, accppt a lage measure
o mstium and join in politcal manoeuvnes
sch a those of which we have recenth had
= sutheit ln New Dwihi or 5 he to keep his

clean by abstaimng from politics
w vty and thus expose himsell to the
charge made by Pericles that “we must
regand & man who takes no pant in public
aflains it @ a4 harmbes bt o 8 umles
character™?

It wins with such a dilemma that | was per-
sonally taced when my Triend )ayapsshsh
Narayan asked me late In the year 197,
during the Emergency, t© help his etfon
ta form a new politcal party from  yery
disparate elemenin, which later came 10
b kmown as the Janaia Pariy, in an effor
at ending the domination of Indira Gandhi's
authoritanian regime

| wald | that, while | was in poobound
aempathy with his ohective, | would plead
with Mim ot to @k for PY active particips:
Hom i the foemation of the proposed mes
party because, uniorunately, ) had ampie
mperience of most of the elementy he had
w mind particularly durng the year 1970

I was extremely doubtiul whether thes
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wities of soveral of mv colleagues In face
this s what actually kappened when | was
peuaded to agree eardy in 1978 10 become
tha chairman of the Minarities Commissian

Now goce again & similar situation has
matwnalised and lustice H R Khanna e
cently found himselt impaled on the horns
of this dilemma The keaders of all the exist-
ing politcal paties have behayved in a
manmer that has caused protound disillus
ionment and cven  disgust.” an expression
moently used by pore other than Jaya-
pakash. Abone the din ol the raucous
charges and countercharges. the sad realisa-
tin emerges that the differences between
the prot agonists i i wider than that hetween
the peoverbial Twesdiedum and Twoedle-
dee The people quite tomectly see no
roason to believe that the problems of our
veung democracy awe likely to be solved
b may come o offtice dunng the

of the present Parliament

. Once agan the liberal taces the dilerama
shiuld he or she jom one af the musung
political parties of grows on the basa of
choosing the “lissey evil” in an endeavour
0 influence the course of events? Candhay
bl waght s 10 eschew the leser el and
o peactise whal Lows Fiaber in his book
The Creat Chalenge described a1 “the
dowble refection " | for oze woald resgpect
folly foflow the Mahatma on ths powmt

Or shoyld the libersl just sit st home
attend tu hin busines and grash b leeth
In Impotent Fagt as most good and patncte
mén and women find themcelves, forced o

& these davi? | do pot think that i an

alternative oné can commend 10 anvone
whu cares for the coumiry and holds cenan
values doar

“U-TURN™ NEFDED

‘What then? The key 10 the amwer 10r which
the libweal gropes w porhaps 1o b found
m a proper understanding of the mle of
Ewormmerr As 2 ot of three docades
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of statism and all embracing controls which
have cruelly burdened the tender plant of
oar young demOcracy, Oour enlim natonal
life has became polincived —whether 0
indntry of trade or agrivulture. whether in
education or the arts of spofts. The concem
wation of political and Stonomic power in
a few handi m New Delhi has, by masing the
stakes, mate the competition for politcal
power all the more tempting and devoid of
scruple, and hay added 10 cotruption Should
we not then tumn to Gandhijl's wise |udge
ment that “that goverment s best which
governs the least 7

I public morality s © be reintroduced
in pur national life, the mle of the govern-
ment will have 1o he confined w it proper
limns What we need s stromg but (imited
govermnment in place of the big bur flabby
administration under which we have been
suffering  since  independence.  In  other
words, what India needs Is what Mani Palkhi-
vala has described as o “wtum

That the evolution of such a consensus is
not altogether bevond our reach 5 shown
by the wind of change that has heen blowing
recently throughout the word, including
our own neighbours i 511 Lanka, against
bureaucracy and swartsm.  Recently  in
Iindia we have had two wndications that this
wind has also started hlowmg in our country.

The first of these was the way in which
the Indian press. with near unanimety, re
jected the idea ot nationalising certain
major enterpoises which was put forward by
wo ministers of the Janata Government
Ihe story has been wold by Mr R M. Lala
n a etde book Indis says NO' 1o National
walion published by the Rajaji Foundation
n March Y99 The other straw i the wind
was the splendid and massive convention
| addressed which was organised in Bombay
on 25th May by the Federation of Associa
tions of Maharashira 0 protest against the
oppressive provisions of the sales tax law
#s it had been amended in Maharashtra

i we leave politics any longer to the
polcians m New Defhi, the backlash n
favour of authormarianivm —however much
we may deplore m—wall becomo  irresis-
tible. We have to gre people yet another
choice of democracy with dscipline and
of ducipbine withowt dictatorship. To create
the climate and the conditions for such a
developmont in the few moaths that we
may have, u the mddie path and the way
out of the liberal's dilernma

The guestion 15 Hove we liberals —scar
tered all over India—the courage of au
comations and the readiness to work for
them! Have we got the time? | do not know,
but | do kivow that the challenge » on our
doorsiep and that it cannot and wifl not wa.t
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I have two people earning for me.
My husband and my bank.

You might call me a little
fortunate.

In a way I am,

It all started five years ago
when my father left me a small
inheritance.

On my husband's advice
| invested it under the Deposit
Certificates Scheme with
UCOBANK.

And welcomed into my life
another earning partner.

Today UCOBANK keeps
adding something to my small
inheritance.

In time to come I'll be able
to make a present to my
daughter,

The earnings of many years.

Profitable Deposit
Schemes offered by
UCOBANK

Savings Bank Accounts Scheme
Fixed Depaosits Scheme

Deposit Certificates Scheme
Recurring Deposits Scheme

Grow Your Money Scheme
{Kuber Yojna)

Tiny Saving Scheme
(Laghu Bachat Yojoa)

Monthly Pension Scheme

Q...

the friendly bank round the corner ,A
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