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The Reole of 'Oppesition Farty in Isdia

»y
H.R. Rasani, N.F.

Simce ia society there are bound t» be wvariows imdividuals and
growps pursuing idess amd haviag imterssts wideh are mot mesessarily
identical or even sompatible with ome amother it is mstural that
those who Mo mot susceed im hunﬁ &tl_.r ru‘ of view agcepted by
the Govermsent of the inn-' ‘purauade others to their poiast of view
and ultimately havilg tr_?pnr-ut whiek would implement their point
of visw, It follows that the epposition im a demogracy has a role
to play almost as important as that of the rulisg party. In a sense
both the ruling party apd the eppesitiom represeat the -’-/’?‘
sspirations of liviag laman beings and the mere dif.ereamce B numbers
they represest at any givem poiat of time does mot make any difieremce
to their importamce, Indeed npul.lhl is the d.n qua mom of a
demoeracy., The British’ uuuu- LN, burbin in his beok on sosialism
and democraqy makes h existemce of am oppoaition tha ameid test
of the gominensss of a demoeracy. Neither t:h.i\-muu somstitution,
nor (undamemtal rights om paper mor the seeret ballot, he rightly
points out, make *‘l—unﬁ gemine unless sppesition parties are
mot enly tolerated but actually fumetiem. The Soviet Uniom 1o a
goed example of the truth of Durbia's thesis.

Phe demoerslic prosess Mms twg characteristica. [Flrat lx the
aleeme of wmamisity it recognises that for the u-uu;fm view
of the muw&m sines umx;mmuuqﬂh
be takem At the same time since Musan judgement ia fallible, it
should e opem for mistakes %o be rectified in the light of mew fasts
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and smperience and eppertunity sbould be there for the mimority

today to besome h. course of time the majority.

It is mecescary them that .’q epresition party funetions as a
wateh dog of the intereaV of the -I.nl-u, end the eritic of the majority.
It also fumetions as the wateh dog of the sbaervérs or thn':ouutumu
and the Tusdamestal prissiple -r-.n_.- free sogiety. Im diseharging
these funetionms it helps in !‘u-h: attention om the issues with
whieh & cowntry is faced ami provide/alternstive solution.’. Its role

is partly pegative, partly comstructive.

h Indis- thanks % ﬁl l‘alﬂ.ng of Hht-r mo- mtl.u that
fae nuu ‘Natdsmsl o-.u- nnu ninm- nu; the ];ituul sedéne
and allew its members to form two politieal parties functionimg im the
Pariiamentary sphere, it fmo Wt been able to svolve a satisfactory
two=party syetem. Whils & two=party aystem is mot feasible so leng as
the Soviet diatatorshiip exists in Moscow and imsists om having its
fifth colusn in thie cowmtry, a &ru—ﬁrh" l‘ll snd should be achisved.
uhnu-tlihhuut bacpen, mﬁﬂ.h“hunnthtm
o widle the ‘.ﬁ.hﬁ- permita of am op ocsiticm, ne oppesition
ia faect exists in the cemse of am altersative Govermmeat, capable and
ready to teke office the mememt it recedived the mamdiate of ths elestorate.

How is this lacwma in owr demcerasy to be filled?

m;:ra-c—mu--mmunu-nmm
mnmhmﬂ:*mimutnﬁm‘rmm-ﬂﬂ
br solved overmight. Unfortunately, the r}in;-".tth situation

Iﬂiumnﬁ,\hﬂhmwmmw*
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has advecated, masly, that of comson fusetioniag on the basis of am

=5 =
ebjrative. 1‘: segond alternstive is that which Acharys Kripalami

agreed minimem programme. Unfortumstely, the response from two of
the parties comgerned has been so Begative that here agmia imsediate

sutcess appears to be elusive.

|
1
The third altermative is that of demecratic opposition parties

ll*.l.l‘{ together on specifie is-wes om which they find themselves in
agreesest while goimg their ewm ways and pursuiag the peliey of "n.u
and let live™ in regard to other matters. This path has in fact been
follpved with imcreasing suscess since 1960, It was the spontamecus ‘
werking together eof demveratie opposition partics that emabled -pﬂﬁl
cardidates to utu;\{‘wm supperted by the Comsunists im Dokad,
Amrohs, Farrokebad amé Rajket. Pursulng this path promises results.
Cme 48 engouraged in thie wiew by the fagt that the epponents of
desscratic mity im Imdia recognise it s ’:; threat to their
pu.tu.: H};#: ._g';.,-_r::‘“ Jnﬂﬁl.‘ said in its isswe of June 8
“In this reapest, ﬁ“thlnlﬂ--hhprtumhﬂw
It ¢id ot go ia for smait -plhli.i- among its different compomests
but preferred wmity ia setion, amd that has peld 4t rieh dividends,."
A

As this unity ia aetiom lmhp.u ﬁhﬂ to a ml.muu
of the experiemce of the regemt l'-u.lnm Now ths/pnah Bave (¢ !!,[,
wﬂmmmtmmmmammmhm LY
.um«ﬁ.m.um-mmmuﬁmm
uuu.nm-ﬁ-muohmmmumméh-d j
elestions of 1967, to emsure that there Mlhnﬂgﬂm %

is is

camd ld
mu- mmh the ' :
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Bince im soclety thers are bownd % be varisws isdividuals and
groups pursuing idess and having interests wiieh are mot aceessarily
identical or even compatible with eme amother it is matural that
those whe Ho mot swscesd h_-v!.ll- thelir point of visw asecepted by
the Govermment of the n;.’;-”:uf-ﬁn % their poiat of view
and ultimately haviig the goversment whieh would implemeat their poimt
of view. It follows that the epposition in a demosragy has a role
%o play almost as importast as that of the ruling party. Ia = ssase
both the ruling party ami the eppesition represemt the hopes amd
aspiratioms of living maan beings and the mere dif.erease w&m
they represent at aay gives point of times dosa mot make amny difieramse
to their isportame. Imdeed opjosition is the sime qua nom of a
demseracy. The Mmljm;!fl.f.ﬂ. Durbin in his beck on scalalisas
and demoeragy makes the existemce of an epposition the agid tesd
of the gemuinesens of a demosragy. Neither !n? written comatitutionm,
nor [undasemtal ri hts em paper mor the seeret ballot, he rightly
points eut,; make é demoeracy gerouline ualess oppoaitiom parties are
ot only tolerated but actmally funetion. The Saviel Uaioa is a
good example of the truth of Durbia's thesis.

The damoeratic process me two charmsteristics. First in the
absemee of unamimity it resognises that for the time beimg the view
of the majority x&;n-m singe obviously seme desisiony Mafe te
b takem. At the same time since Musmspn Judgement 45 fallfible, A%

Stould be open for mistakes to be rectified ia the light of mew facts



and expariense naf‘imxu should be there for the misority
today %o besome in eourse of time the majarity.
A

It is mocessary then Lthat ngmwiun
vateh dog of the imtersst of the mimority amd the eritic of the majerity.
It also fwmeotions as the watgh dog of the ocbeervess of the Somstitutien
and the fundmmestal primeiple of ﬁn\- fres sosiety. Ia diseharging
these functioms it helps in focuwsing atteation on tie issues with
which a gowatry is faced amd provide: altermative selutieni. Iis rels

is partly mepative, partly somsirustive.

In Indis thasks to the ignoring of Mabatma Gamdhi's advieas that,

vl Oediaveucan & o sadiond wedspaslesz,

; the Indisn Netiomsl Comgress should lhdnltmlh.cplmm-m
apd allow its membare to fors twe political parties funetioning im the
ruun-mu sphere, it tas 20t been sable %0 evolve a satisfactory
two-party saystesm. While a wo=party system i mot feasible so lamg as
the Soviet dictatorship mmists in Moscow and imeists on haviag its
FAfEh colusa in Bie coumtry, a m-pn;,:;m should be ashicved.
Se long as this does mot Maypen, ens will Mave to mocept the fack
th t,widle the sonstitution permits of an ep ositioam, no opposition
in fact exists in the cemme of am altermative Govermmeat, capable amd
resdy to take office the mement it received the mamiate of the slegtorate.

Bow is this lagwma in owr demoeragy to be f£illed?

Obviewsly 4f the demceratic eppositiom parties ia the eoumtry
m-hnmhmﬂq'ﬁ“l“umﬂw'ﬁ.mﬂum
be solved nﬂ;ht. Unfortums tely, tha uhm-zorth- altuation
I-hntuuﬁ imuediate selution though it should remsis the
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obj-etive. iﬁh seeond altermative 4s that which Acharya Eripalami
pas sdvecated, mmsly, thet of eomeen fusetionisg em the basis of am
agreed minimws programme. Uafertumstely, the respoase fream two of
the parties comserned has been so Negative that here again iasediate

sugcess appears o be elumive.

'l"g' third alternative 32 that of demecratie sppositisa partiea
working tegether om spesiiie is.wes om vhigh they find themselves ia
agressent while going ieir ewm waye asd pursuiag the poliey of "live
and let live™ ia regard %@ other mattiers. This path bas in fact been
followed with imcreasing =uscess sisce 1960, Jt was the gpentancous
vorking together of demoeratis eoppesition parties that emabled oppeosition
candidates o ur-:j'n-p-m supported by the Gomauaiste im Dehad,
Amroha, Farrokabad ami RBajcet. Pursulng this path promisss results.

Une is emgowraged in this view by the fast that the eppensats of

Mmucﬂuumnnm-n.-?mmutum
el

[ |
sitions q.g;“.uo_u; #aid im ite dscme of June 8
=f£ﬂ._ :'l}*-"r " '-JCEL.M il
" "In thib respist, the Right Mas & lesson to impart te the Left today.

L8

It did ot go in for smeil megotiations aseng its different compoments
but jreferred wnity in setion, and thet has padd it riek dividends.”

As this unity in astiea W,n'f@”xmu.&mnuu—
of the sxperience of the resent by-elsctioms. Now that, people have S<-
m-:mmm--mmunm;u,mm
visden of the political porties and the pressure of kv jublie epimnien
mmxm-mmummmnmm;-u
élestions of 1967, te smsure that Liere should be only one eppesitieon

eamo ldnte ageinst the parsy or the Comamnist Party. This is the
sqti Wwe &
::1 v :u:::.:g:tza-n_nﬁn&_-ﬁmhm&ll-ﬂl
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Simce in seclety there are bownd %o be variews iadividsals and
groupe pursuing idess an! Maving laterests widek are mot aseessarily
ddentiecal or oven eospatible with ams amother it is mstaral that
those who da mot sweceed ia having thelr point of view ascepled by
the Govermsent of the lm?w;qt;n o their poliat of view
and ultimately haviig - gvermment shieh would implemeat their poimt
of visw, It r-n.-'un the opposition in & demoerascy has a rele
to play almost as importast as that of the raliag party. I3 a sense
both the ruling party amd the eppesitioam reprucent the hopes and
sspirations of living Mmman beings snd the mmsmufi-ou
they represeat at any gives pint of tims doss 2ot make amy l;lunnn
to their impertame. Imdeed opjesition is the sine qua mom of &
desseracy. The mmi'ii‘- 5.F.N. Durbin, in his beok on seeisliss

and desoeraqy makes the existence of an opyeaition the asid test

of the gominenens of & demogragy. Neither -l-;o writtea comstitution,
asor fundasental ri bts ea paper mer the M{mh he rightly
pointa ewt, make ;mp-u-“-mm-m
mot only ulmul:ﬂ actually fusetiea. The Joviet Uniem s a

' good example of the truth of Durbin's thesis.

The demoeratic process s two charasteristica, First ia the
auseme of waamimity it reeognises that for the time beimg the wiew
of the majority xmmm: sbvicusly seme desisiend hafe to
b takem. nu-;ilu_,mmmhmu

| ahoudd be epen for mistadae to be Tesbified in \ha light of mew fasts
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amd expericnse m;i'mu sould ot which Aeharya Kripalaad
teday W boeeme in ourse of time the majouoning on the Basis of sa
vesponss from two of

It 45 meecssary then hat ; op; esition pusrs cpais im cdiate
sateh dog of the iatereat:ef n.ﬁmuu and the &2
It also [wnetions ue the wateh dog of the ohaervers of
and the fundamemtal primsiple of & free sosiety. Im disg parties
these funstioms it helps in focwsing attentlem on the lssues Lves in
whish & sowntry is faced smd provide altermstive solutioms. Its "live

is partly megative, partly somstructive. B

owaz hﬂf_ﬁl:,ﬂ:-tl;(t r‘m of :::Im'- advies that, : J
the Indisn Natlomsl Cemgress should from the politiesl seeme h
and allew its sembars '@ fom tee political parties fwnotlonimg im the
'quwo.um-smm-m.-mtm
teg-party ayjptes. While a two-party system 4 mot feasible so lemg as

the Sevirt distaterwhip -mists im Moscew and ineints on haviag iis

| fafea soluma in his eowmtry, o ‘_‘.-r;i‘uqnnuuhm.
Jﬁlﬂnﬂlhﬂ.‘h“lﬂﬂlhﬂﬁ“lﬂ“

thet whille the Gonetitution permite of am op o8iticm, me opyesitien

in faet existe in the semme of an altersative Govermmeat, capable and
ready @ take office the mememt it reoceived the maminte of the elescterate.

fow 4s this lagwma in owr demccrasy to be filled?

Obviowsly 1if the democrmtie epjsaiticom parties ia the eoumiry
Hma-wuuu‘hmmfmr'hmm
be solved overmight. mumhu\ln—zdthm
mu.n-mmmwummm
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and 1ot 1ive” i regard te other mstters. This path bae in fact been

cpertdes sheuld strive 4a e
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onj-etivd. 'lg sesond altermstive is '‘Ast which Aecharys Kripslami
haw sdvoeated, mamely, ht-:-unum basis of am
agresd minimem prograsmd. Unfeortasately, the respease irom twe of
the parties comgarmed bes beem oo pegative that here sguin imssdiate
sugcesn appears to be elwsive,

ﬁ, thiri alternastive is that of demooratie eppesitisn parties
'lmn-l"l-ll' on spwiiie is wes on which they find themselves in
agreesent while goimg their ewa ways amd pursuiag the poliey of “live

folleved with imereasing suscess simce 1980, It wos the spentansous
werking together of demderatic oppecition parties that emmbled epyevition |
Ilunluntl L1) htnt[:;“l'un supported by the Comsunists ia Debad,
Ampoba, Farroksbad ani Najeet: Pursulag this path promises results.
Ome 15 engowrages ia tiie view by the fast that the epponeants of
mh-ﬂhhhhnm.ﬂ-nﬁqmmlum
,:'-iuu.” — :.... Com waist mz. acid im ite isome of June &
“In tais respeet, the RAight les & lesson o Lmpart te the Lefs today.
It iid ot @ in for swenil segotistions smong Ats different componemts
but preferred umity in setdom, and that Mes pelc 4t rieh dividends.”
sdasd

As this unity im astiom develops it -ﬂ?\l-‘ te -!:n-n.u.nu-
of the saperiesse of the regent bhpyeclsetions., Now that people have -=-...
mmanm-am--mmm-m:m,mm
clsdem of the pelitical parties and the jressure of she public epiniea
*iil impel them townrds am elestoral wmderstapding im the mext gemeral
slestions of 1967, to smmurs that there stonld be oaly oe sppoattion

:...}-.?::.’“‘:ﬁh m-t-c-—aL ﬁﬂ-ﬁﬁ'
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