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gur of icat Ahmedabad, June k.

"Those who had hoped that the lesson of Amrchs, Farrukhsbad and Rajkot
would be learnt by the Congress Ferty's lsaderzhip :nd they would mend
their ways and policies will be dissppointed by the speech made by the
Prime Minister in Madras on June 12 which shows thal, like the Bourbons,
Mr. Nehru has learnt nothing snd [aorgotten nothing snd that all he can do is
to gnash his teeth in rage at his defeat. The man who has brought the
country to the frightful mess in which it is todsy blames others for being
intoxicated with success, but that fault is =t least more excusable than
to allow fallure snd defeat to go to one's héad as appears to be the case
with Mr. Nehru,™ ssid kr. M, 4, Masani, M.F., Jeneral Secretasry of the
Swatantra Pasrty, while addressing & public meeting here, with Mr.Shailalbhai
D. Patel, leader of tha Upposition in the Gujarat Legislative Assembly, in
the chair.

Since ¥r. Nehru had said that he would only resign when the people made
it clear that they wanted him to go, FMr. Masani invited the people of Gujarat
ta make thedr invitation to Mr. Nehru 1o go even more clear than it already
waa, He had no doubt that, in the coming months and years, the wish of the
peopls for a change of government would be brought home to Mr, fehru in an
unmistakable fashion.

Refuting the Frime Minister's charge that the Jwatantra Party showed
weakness in wanting to cast the burden of defendinz the country on others,
the speaker said thst, in that event, Mr. .inston Churchill, the great war
leader, could elso hq&ccuaed of weakness for having told the United States
during warld dar II: "Give us the tools and ~¢ shall finish the job." That
was precisely the position of the Swatantra raris which wanted Incia to ficht
and drive the Chinese invaderz from our sail with arms and equipment supplied
by those who could sfford them. WMr. Nehru, on thc other hand, by saying that
the defence potential could only come from = ftrang industrisl base was
secking to postpone the war ogeinst the Communist invaders for several decades,
thus justifying the weak-kneed refusal of his goveronment to fight thei
invader. This was perverse persistence in policies which had invited an
attack on the country and had brought military defeat and national humilistiom.

Referring to the Prime Minister's annoyance that democratic Opposition
parties had got together to defeat his candidates, Mr. Masani said that
there was no motley crowd in the country compzrable to that in the Congress
Party itself. The only thingz that held the Congress Party together was the
desire 1o continue to enjoy the fruits of office. It was this that made the
emergence of a clear-cut party system in India so difficult.

In refreshing contrast to Mr. Nohru's desire to cling to office till the
bitter end, Hr. ﬂcongratulatud Mr. Bhailalbhai Patel, who had just
completed 75 yoars sge, on his decision to withdraw from active organisational
activity by resiging thePresidentship of the State wnit of the Swatantra Party
and bringing in fresh blood. Nr. Misani was glad, however, that Mr.
Bhailalbhai Fatel had sgreed to continue ss the Leader of the Opposition in
the Jujarat Assembly till 1967 and to serve on the Central Organising Committee
snd Parlismentary Board of the Party. ¥

"It was not till I got to majkot that I becamc aware of that intense
antagonism towsrds the Congress adminisiration and its representatives felt
by all classes of pecple which was undoubtoc.y the main fsctor that led to
the defest of the Congress Party and our viciery," se=id )ir, Masanl. According
to the opesker, the decisive shift from a 41,000 Congress majority last yesr
%o 2 14,000 Swatantra mojority this year dencted » well-marked trend in




public opinicn, which the results in Dohad, .mrcha and Fmv]émhd m
underl ined. These elections were s warning to the Congress Party to
its ways and change its policiea or to go. Or. the midnight of th
after the result of the clsction had been declered ut Rijkot, a quarter
lakh of people joimed in » procession end demonstrated in such a tumul
manner that one would have thought that they were celebrating their liberati 8
from a hated regime, . ¥ -

Mr. Masani moceoded to observe that, while high taxes snd prices, t-ht
Gold Control Order and the criminal m.g]cct of the country's defences wers
unaoubtedly respensible for the msrked swing in opinion since the last
General Elections, even more ascisive was the widespread disgust with tha
lack of honesty of purpcae shown by the -~esresentatives of the Congress
sdministretion and the gulfl betwzen their professions and their practice.

authoriiies to the misuse of his position by Mr. Resiklal Parikh, the Home
Minister of Gujarat, in the Hajkot by-electiol: campaisn. This incident
showed thet the Eritish conventlion thpt Cabinot Ministers should not
participate in by-elections was a very wise ome which could with advantage ; ;i
be adopted in this country.

Mr. Masani mentioned that he moposed {o draw the attention of competent %
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