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N1+ was not till 1 got to Rajkot that I became aware of that intemse antagonism
towards the Congress Admirdistration and its representatives felt by all classes of |
people which was umioubtadly the main factor that led to fthe defeat of tha Congress J
Party and our victory," said dr. 4. R. Kasani, Gereral Secretary of the Swatantra |
Party, while addressing a pubtlic meeting here this evening on "The Significance v |
of the Rajkot Victory , with Mr. K. Dandekar, Chairsan of the Bombay wnit of the 1
Farty, in ths Chair. ;

According to the spesker, the decisive shift from a 41,000 Congress majority
laot year to a 14,000 Swatantrs majority this year dencted a well-mariced trend in
public opinion, which the vesults in Dohad, Asrolin aod Farrvulkhabad also underlined.
These electlions were s warning to the Congress Party to mend its ways and change
its policies or to go. Ae Rajali had put it, the superstition of the inevitability
of Congress success had beer shattered. On the midnight of the 26th, alter the
result af the election had been declared at Rajkot, mearly half a lakh of people
joined in & procesaion and demonstrated in such a tumultuous manner that one would
have thouglit that they were celebrating their liberation from a hated regime.

In ao far as Gujarat was concerned, the Dohad and Rajkot by-elections meant
that the door was now wide open to the Gujerat Swatantra Party, ono of the best umits
in the country, to move on to take power in 1967. In this context, Mr. Masani paid
o tribute to Mr. Bhailalbhai Patel, leader of the Swatantra Party in Gujarat, at
whose lnnlatent invitation he had stood in Rsjkot and whose optimism and faith had
thus been vindicated.

Mr. Masanil procoeded to obsarve that, while high taxes and prices, the Gold
Control Order and the neglect of the country's delences were undoubtedly responsible
for the marked swing in opinion since the last Genmeral Elactions, even more
decisive was the widespresd disgust with the lack of honesty of purpose shown by
the represantatives of the Congress administration and the gulf between their pro-
fonaions and their practice. ]

Among other reascna for the Swatantra Party’s victory, Hr. Masani mentioned
the valuable support received by him from various parties and elements who, despite
their own ideclogical differences, were moved by a strong sentiment for strengthen-—
ing the Opjosition in Parlimment and throwing up an alternative governmment. Yet
another factor was the contrast between tha Swatantra Party's campaign, which was
based on an ideologicel approach, modern technigues end the complete =bsence of-
pargonal invective on the one hand and the Congress campaign, which was based on
a Personal sowar campaisn against himsslf and attempts to intimidete sections of the
public by threats of official displeasure.

Referring to ir. Rasikla)l Farikh's statesent in the press on 31st Hay denying
thet hy had sent for a Muslim bomairsssman of Jho-aji by sending a policeman to his
home in tho desd of night and had sought to intimidate him to work for the Congress
candidate, Hr. #asani said that subsequest enquiries had shown that the allegation
e hei zade sgainst the liome Minister of Cujerat was basically vell-founded. Nr.
Masani said that he was now in possession of eviderce to show that the Home Hinister
did in fsct at about 2 a«m. in the esrly hours of the 26th May, which was polling
duy, send a police Jemadar named Purshottambhai to the home of this Muslim businese-
mafl with & sossege that the Police Yozdar wanted to ase him. On his ererging {rom g
L house he was placed in a car and was decoyed away instead 1o the place where
Ar. Bmatklal Parikh wes rosidicg that night. tr. Parikh sought to induce him to
vote mnd work for the Congress candidate during pelling hours. When the business-
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san refused to agree to this propesel, Mr. Parikh told hin that it was his duty
to do a0 end that, if bw failed to perform it, 1%t would bodo mo good for his

futupe in Phoraji. 1,
N

It would thuo be pesn that the report to which Mr. Masam gave publicity
on 26th nay, within & few hours of the incident, snd whick Kr. Kasiklal Parilth
purported to challenge was entirely correct except For ihe amall detail that be
was taken nnt to the Police Station, as he hsd earlier been informed, but to Mr. .

mlﬂl Pa.'ﬂ'kh'a mﬂidﬁﬂﬂil

Mr. saseni slso mentionsd that complaints kad bteen made to hin that the
Fooe Minister had visited various villages in Jasdan snd Padadhari comstituencies
on the 24th und 25%th May accompanied by a posse of Police following his around in

motor vans.

Mr. Masani mentioned that the guaestion of what action should be taken to
deal with this misuse of hia powers by the Home Miniater of Gujarat wes being
considered, but ho for one would advise Mr. Rasiklal Parikh to tersier his resig-
nation and to agrse to an enquiry into these allagaticns of his misusing his
poaition as Home Minister in the Rajkot by—election. By doing this ha would be
upholding the high standards of British public life, as pecently exemplified
by the resignation of a. junior Minister, Mr. Galbraith, in order to facilitate
a falr inquiry into his conduct.
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