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Draft Policy statement for the

Janata Party
s

The need for a democratic alternative to Congress misyrule
has been felt by the people for along times For undzr this mis-
rule, there has bezn a callous neglect of the rural areas,where
most of our people live, an over-relieance on macnines instead
of manpower, & growing unemployment, an increase in the dispari-
ties of income, and the erosion of all moral values, to the
axtent that Government corruption has begome the order of ths
day. e have been relegeted to almost the lowest rung of poverty
amongst nations. And yet the Congress nas remained in office for
over 28 years, only because the Opposition faileJ to unite.

The unwarranted proclamition of Bmergency, the crushing
of democratic institutions, and the gross mispguse of powers
to esteolisa a personal dictahorsnip, has made life intolerable.
And therefore, the Socialist Party, the Jana Sangh, the Confzss
(0) ana thne S3&) have united to form the JANATA PARIY to give to
the people, the opportunity of replacing Congress with a good
Janata Party Government for their own econcmic prosperity.

Since 1970-?21, when the 'Garioi Hatao'. slcojan was first
raised, the real per capita income has remained zlmost stag-
nant, ani availability even in ifoodgrains has baeen going'down.
Wwe have imported mearly as much foodgrain during the first
two years' of the fifth plan, as we did in 2ll the five-years .
of the 1st paln. The goal of self reliance has receded the most
in 1975-764 when external assistance was more, than ever
before. ®Tonis has happened only because the Congress has rejec-
ted the teachings of Gandhiji, and over erohsiséd industriali~
sation at the expense of agriculture, pref:rred capital~based

to labour intensive taahniques, and neglected the poor in fa-
vour of the rich.

The Janata Party presents to the people a 1fstinct and
definite alternstive programme of action, to meet the challenge

::d stem the rot. As must be, the programme of * he ‘Janata Party
; rooted in our seil, takes note of our realitieSg and

erives its ﬁ.naplra.t.ion from our thbught ) exper*ance an?f* w'
culture, % i
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7 —7%. Invest 33 per cent of the capital budget in agriculture

#

RT/fﬁ. Emphasise the employment of manpowe® mainly through cottage

i ﬁ}and thereby 7. insure a job to .every family. f,/).
N |

As GandhiJi Saids®
" self-government meens, a contimous effort to oe indepe
of Government, whetner it is a foreign government or it is
national. Swarajyes Government will be a sorry affair if "y
the people look up to it for the regulation of every detail,“_
of life. A nation that runs its affairs smoothly and e ffeg-
tively wihtout much State interference 4s truly democratics
Jhere such condition is absent, the form of Gévernmert is
democratic only in name.”" '

n I 1dok upon increase in the power of t he State
with the greatest fear Decause although while apparently
doing good by minimising exploitation, it does the greatest
harm by destroying individuality which lies at the root of
all progress.”

What the country right now needs is the reversal of the
Mgtatist" policies of the Congress in the political,social
ana economic fields, In fact, the nesd to follow Gandhiji has /-
never greater than it is today. Tne Janata Party will therefore:

1. Declare war on corruption in Government
2. Decentralise revenue &nd power
3. Relate eaucation to employment 2

1
5« Encourage export of farm produce 5 T)‘

industries, rather than the indiscriminate use of machines
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And in every policy it adopts, the Janata Party will '.**r
measure the decision by the talisman of Gandhiji—if it is :
good for- the poor, it is good for the natiom, If it-is not i

reject it.

Policies ¢nd Pregrammres i
The smersency !

The Congress- elected to.run a demoecratic government for
E five years- has declezred an unWarranteu emergency, and mis-
?sed the povers thus acquired to deny to 211 the seven freedoms
guaranteed in the Constitution, detain lakhs of citizens
languisk in jail withaut trial or charge,

lish a dictatorship, and extend its G
the veople.

who
gag the press, estab-
2rm 4itout the santien of
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Things have deteriorated to such &n extent, that the
Attorney Genersl of the Congress Governuent has even a!::_ 5
tnat a person can, not omly de detained, but even excuted 'fm’
wifithout any charge or triazl during the emergency and no couft
shall be allowed to enquire isnto it.. :

The Janata Party insists on the immediate withdrawal of
the emergency, the repeal of all dracenian laws impinging on
civil-liberties, the freedom of ic people and the press ana .
judicial £ review, and the immediate holding of national

elections. A
Organisations have oeen banned without any legal processas
This 111 befits a democracy, and the Jenata Party therefore de-
mands that any charges the government may have against these
organisations should be placed before an independent judicial

authority, by whom they sbould be judged. »

Th ntitution

Over-quarter of a centuryhas passéd since our Constitution
was adopted. What was concéived 2s a federal decentralised
structure, is in fact operating as a unitary form of Government.
Certain lacunae have oz2en exploited by the Congress Governmnent
to the detriment oft he liberties guaranteed to tne citizens,
and the autonomy meant for the States.

[

Power, somewhat decentralised en paper, has become fully
centralised in x actual fact, as resources accrue mostly to the
centre, with all other units of self govermment, especiully the
panchayate, left with inadequate resources.

The elcctotral process has resulted in a party with less
than half the popular vote nolding more than two thirds ofithe
SEats in the Lok Saona.

Ihe Janata Party, therefore, calls for a comprghensive

. review of Lhe Constitution by a Constituent Assembly to be

electad by the peopla.

The Janata Party alse calls for the immediate adoption
of the unanimous recommendations of tne Joint Parliamentary

Comrittee ‘on electoral reforms, as basi8 for the election to
the new Constiituent Asgembly.
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Values , s __-.:ﬁ
No society can progress unless it follows certain valplbm‘l
worth striving for. Almost three decades after Independaneedtﬂjj
stand today devoid of most values, constantly demanding our

rights, without any understending of cogrespoading obligations
towards socidy. As Mahatma Gandni taught us, rights flow, eut
of duties well-performed. lio one ean nave something for nothing.
And if we are to develop our society, eacn Inaian must make, and

willingly, a positive contribution to our national growth.

]
And to do this, in place of fatalistic pre-#e}erminations,
we will have to substitute tre work ethic.

™

The Janata Party will inculcate in the people a spirit of
reliance on our own mental and physical resourcas, so that the
country need not look, for outside aid at every conceivable
opportunity, or whenever any little difficulty arises. A grim
determination to stand on our own two feet, and solve our national
problems in accordance with our own genius and economic circums-
tances, alone, can entitle us to the respect of the worldg. .

L

Corruption

Corruption, like sacrifice, starts at the top and, per-
colating down, corrupts the whole society. Uniess there is a
high degrse of personal integrity at the top leval in the pub-
lic 1ife of our country, corruption cannot possibly be stampéd
out or even reduced. The Janata Party therefore, proposes to
devise special proceaures znd establish special agencies, wheih
will take automatic legel notide of complaints and not depend
on Government's initiative to enquire into charges of corrup-
tion against all those pluaced in positions of responsibility,
particularly ministers and legislctors. >

n and 5 nditure

Runaway inflation caused Oy the wrong policies of the
Congress has accentuated the poverty of our people. Bringing
indexes down by dumping subsidized imported foodgrins in a

pumper erop year, and allowing farm priees to erash has dealt
a further blow to millions of our kisans.

The Janata Party will ensure the stability of the rupece
oy drastically reducing Government expenaiture, znd relating
dncreases in morey supply t0 the increase in real income.



 make nati
import substitution.

' For example, if selected ggricultural inputs aEg imported
- whepever they are oeneficial to the nation, farmers will get

2 a -5#

Comgress policies of indiscriminate import suhstilili':.i?l;i’-_
have created in India a large number of unproductive invest-
ments that ere = drain on national resources, and on the |
consumer through high prices. The Janata Party will therefore

onal cost-benefit the x main eriterion in determining
L3

&
gar more for the same imwestment, production will increase,

deficits will become surplus food imports will mojt be reqixuired,

and the balznce of payments can oe made favoursble to the .
country in the shortest tize. & .

Laxation

_ Under the Congress, the entire fiscal imcentives have

:buan slanted in favour of the capitalists, and the purchase of

machinery, with not & single incentive for the employmernt of
the jobhless people. ;

The Janata Party will remove from the fiscal law all

.4dncentives for use of capital, and nave only one incentive

available to those who crea.e employment for the jobless.

The burden of Congress taxation falls heaviest on the
common man througn excise duties on articles of mass con-
sumption. The burden on the poor is many times what it was
at the time of Indépendence.

The J anata Party will create a flexible Indian rupee
by exempting all essentials from excise, taxing optionals
progressively} and taxing luxuries at prohimitive rates.By
this method, goods which our millions need will become cheaper
our middle calss will gst some relief, ana the bupden of

taxation will faff upon the richer citizens who can afford
to pay.

Blanning

The Russian type of planning pursued by the Congress has
proved to be unsuitable to India. It is cantralized, imposed
from above, and restricts the Initiative of every citizen.

in a country growing on the basis of widespread self
ewployment, as envisaged by the Janata Party, the

sphere pla-
nning by Government will be reduced.
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The Janata Party will decentralise planningy with the.
Central Governument plamning only the areas within 4ts own

shpera, and each unit of local self Government shall ﬁava . |

full frecdom to draw up jts own targets within its own sphere,

and in aceerdance with its own resources and needs. -

Agriculture

L

+4t the root of most of our present ills, is the cr}minal
peglect of agriculture ana the rural arezs by the COngres;.

The Jenatz Party will thercfore make zgriculture the yain
foudation of Indian econoric development, and invest in agris
; I

culture at least 33 per cent of he capital budget. |
I

I

|

Studies have shown that under optimum conditions, it is
the smzll but viable peasant-proprietor assured of all inputs,
and of an acegess ko the market, who will create the maximum
product ion per unit of land, with the maiimum and widespread
employment of manpower. The Janata Party, will, therefore,
ensure a patern of agriculture consisting of peasant-proprie=
tors linked by service ceooperatives and encouragement to mixed
farming.

I'his pattern will ensure adequate and regular food supply,
increase export earnings, provide widespread employment in the
villages where most of our people live, &nd nlace purchsing |
pover in the hands of the rural masses to remove their
poverty.

To ensure food suoply to weaker sections, the Janata
party will in times of scarcity, and for building buffer stock,
procure by levy partf of the suplus available with compara-
tively larger farmers, leavimg the balance to be handled by the
trades The procurement price snall be fixed hawing regard
to the price of imputs and snall not ordinarily oe lower than
the cost of imported foodgrains. In times of geercity, the
Janate Party will accept the responsiality to ensure food supplies
to weaker sections through 2 system of food coupons,

& 0ou

Although Governuent is the largest employer in India,

the Congress has feiled to make government a model cmployers

The Janata Party will ensure that governrent make applicable

to its own workers all welfare legislation applicable to
industrial workers, ana is the firgt to adopt

any new uea=-
sures of welfare prosoged.,
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1 bagjy will thereforec ensure by law that the workers gets as
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The Janata Party believes thut a workuan ’hqplﬂ+h?§?§3;,
full share of tne profits of the astablishment whepe he hﬁ@iﬂ,n
to the exact trat nis labour contributes to thew. The Janata

bonus the game percentagé of the profi?s-as the wage x bill :
\bears to the total inputs.

Havingr;aan-;nable to organise themselves, ana abandoned &
by the Congress, non-industrial workmen urzently require the e
protection of law. The Janata Party shall therefore immedia?aly
pass an appropriate law for the welfare of the rural amd agri=
cultural workers, prividing besides the minimum wage, fagilities

such as leave, provident fund etc.

Ipdusiry »

'

In industrial development, it is the strznge relieance by
%he Congress on capital based technology,rather than labour inten-
siva techniques that has starved agrigulture of capital, replaced
manpowWwer indiscriminately with machines, and created the mounting
unenpoyzent that today plagues our country.

In our country, capital is scarce and rust be conserved
while labour is almost unlimited. As wages are lower than the
interest on capital, laoour is cheaper tnan machines. Our eco-
nomy, therefore, must depend on small-scale enterprises using
laoour intensive, capital=-saving techniques, dispersed over the
country-side, in prefdference to large=scale industries using
costly automatic machines which ngcessarily need to be located
in urban centres. '

As tne capital-labour ratio improves, tne cconomy will
gradually evolve from cottage or small-scale industrics to
medium and, finally, to large-scale industries, one stage
helping to provide a market for the next.

Naturally cottage anu small-scale industries requiregd
prote¢tion from machine-made and imported gbods. Therefore,’ '
the Janata Party nolds that #t should be necegsary to |
categorige industries, as between cottage, smallpedium and ?
large, on the sound principle that only what eottage indus-
tries or handicrafts eannct produce will be granted to small-
scale industries and what cannot be done on z small -scale can
be turoed over to the mediunm or large scale sectors. It is




Youth requires continuous and special atr.ant-.tnn. Aiﬁ
their voice should be hecrd in all Councils. BhX

The Janata Party will have a dynamic young men as qagi- -"
net Minister to look after youth arraira at the Centre, ang
mommrﬂ‘*ﬁhat a similer position be created in every State

Government .

N
dxternal Affairs . :

The Gongress Government nas lost for India many friénds .
4n-the worlds Their neglect of our immediate neigrbours ins «
Asia end Africay and concentration en the glamorous _capj_;t.als
of the world has to be corrected. The over daependenca by the
Gongress Goverament on our friends in Russia is not in our
interest.

The Janata Party will chart ‘for India its own indepen -
‘dent course in foreign affairs, with concentration in develop-
ing the friendliest of relations with our neighoours. .

i -

The Nanatz Party oelieves that India must be in the
forefromt, of securing for the developing coumntries a' fair
pricé for its raw materials and productsy and in the estab-
lishment of a world aid body to which every nation contri-
butes according to its ability, and from which every nation
eca!.ves accurding t:o its neads.

The Janata Pa.rt:f feels that t;he cnly way to ast.ablish
a lastins peace on the Indian subcontinent is op the basis .
&f soumd geonoric relations, and will teke the intiative for
the forration of & comfion market betwcen Pakistzn, Hepal,
Afghanistan,.Bhutah, B3angla Desh, Csylon and India.

H’e must ‘at all times be prepared to aefend our dnuntry
and reliance by the Congress Government on poWwer blocs fcr
supoort -or supplies has eften gone against vs, in $ires cf -
erisis.- In the conflicts inflicted unon us, we'Lave always
found our-eneries better arwad than us. The Consress -Govarne

rent appears to be shortsightedly allowing this to
againg iw

happen
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The Jznata Party will launch & camprehensive review of
defence establishment, with a view to obtain for our jawans |
the very best weaponry available, and also to ensure maxizum
eost-effactivaﬁess. In purchasing from aoroad what we cannot
produca, the Japata Party will rely mainly on comuereial '
gources of arms, rather than depend on J0wer blocs wilo can
pressurise us, or let us down, in &R tires of crisis.

Thougands of ex-servicemen are demcbbed every year.
The Jamata Party will substantially incréase their voca-
tional trainingywhile in service, to aid their re-settlamsnt.
The Janata Party will =2lso adopt a schieme of re-settlenent
of ex-servicenen in sensfiiVQ areas to increasc defence

preparedness.
Basic needs

Congress socialism has been a miserablg failure. For in
spite of being in office for over quarter of a century,
Congress has been unanls to provide the pesople of India with
any one of the three basic necessities— food ,clothing and
housing. :

And this is why every policy of the Janata Party is
designmed to create full crployrent. It is only when
purchasing power is plzced in tne hands of the poorest
cdtizen by ensuring tnet he gets a*job, that he can, |
through his own productive work, make the nation grow,
and meet his own needs. . :

kR gy







