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Dear Mr, Gapapaiah, y ¥
Your letter addressed to Ch. Charan Singh and copy

endorsed to me has been received by us. Chowdhary Saheb
has asied me o write to you - which in any case, I would
have done on my own - explaining the B,L.D. stand on the
merger issue,

We are as sincere as befoie to bring about the
merger of the Npposition parties, and there is no question
of msur trying to wrigzgle out of our earlier commlitment in
this respect. But at the same time, we cannot accept a
situation, in which the new party is iormed, without the
dissolution of the existing parties, and whose programmes
and policies are more sociali st than Gandhian.

You have said, "leaders of 8ll political parties
hive expressed themselves in favour of merger®, but when
it has enme to taking final decision in the matter, _thsy_
have all evaded it. Ratinnal Executives »f all Nppesition
parties have met and discussed the merger issue, but nr;na
h&ve committed to merge in the new party, even to the extent
that we hive done. We have only expressed our fear, that
the procedure that wvas being adopted was not carreect angd
wolld not achieve the desired resalt. HNow JP himself has
@rnoeded this point in &Lis recent talk with Ch. Saheb in
Bowbiy, 1he on rect procedure would have been, having
“nnnunced their intention t» form 2 pew Prty, the leaders

of U 4 pArties should bive sat together, and thrashed
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out a policy and progrémme statement acceptable to all
After that, the National Executives should have endorsed the
pe;liey statement amd announced their decision to merge in the
new party eu the basis of the common policy statement., The
"Approach® paper, produced by the Steering Commjittee was not
acceptable to us, because excepting those portlons, which
promised to restore civil liberties etc., the rest was an
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endorsement of the policies of the ruling party. We ecould not 1|‘

accept (1) greater emphasis on @gitatinnal than on ¢on stitutional |
r

methods to bring abeut change, (11) further exp2nsion of publie
distribution »f feodgraine, (111) extremely one-sided labour
policy, including payment of compulsary bomus ete. (iv) total
planning and (v) lack of clarity ani emphasis on agricultural
programme which farm pert of the “Approach"™ paper and )
characterize it, WYe pointed mut these defects in the "Approach®
paper, as s+non 8s it w&s made available te us. Our difficulty
has been that Mr, H.M. Patel - for reasnns not known to us -

vas not assertive en~ugh in the Steering Committee, and fajled
to get our point of view 8ccepted, e prepared an &lternative
policy statement draft. But this wAs not even discussed at

the Bombay meeting »n 22nd and 23rd May, Instead we were 3
assured th8t our idefs would be ineorporated in the final

Polley st2tement »f the ney party. This, however, was not done,
éxcept to a very minar extent.

The &bave, T hnpe, explains the 'mut-epsken' nature of
our resnlutinsn passed on 21st May 1976. In certain situatinns,
frapk talk is better_than ac;quist;ence in a eonfused way ot
thinking. I think, sur resslutisn hes raduced the desired
result. Now 4t has been 2greed, that 2 biggzer Committee

esnsisting of the leaders »f the 4 parties will meet in

-cc--a .



-3=
New Delhi, most probably in the first wesk of July to thr
out 811 the details eoncerning the new party. Thereafter,
if agreement is arrived at, that agreement will be -Mﬂ
by the Warking Committees of all partles. Consent for
dissnlution nf the parties can be easily secured from those
leaders whs are {n jails. If you c?n manige to communicate
with us, I see n» reason, why other leaders whn are in jails

e8nrnnt eonvey tn their enlleagues whn 2re nutside, their
uneguivneal consent for the merger.

You s2y in your letter, that all leaders including the
leaders nf the Congrecss (0) were in favour of merger. But
that 15 not true, Yesterday, I had met C.B. Gupta in Lucknow. I
He told me frankly that Congress (0) Units of Gujarat,
Tamilnaduy, K&:rnataka a8nd west Bung!‘tl ware not willing te me rge.
What c2n the B.L.D. do in such a situ2tion? We are making
every O.ffor‘;s to bring about merger in the true sense of the
word, but we are not willing ten taks a leap in the dark.

Hope you and your eompénisnse in Jail are 4n gond
Jhealth ana spirit.

Sincerely yours

(BHANU PRATAP SINGH)



