SWATAITRA PARTL Yational Headguarters &
10-A Flowers Road

GENERAL SECRETARY'S : 1 _ Madras 8
CIRCULAR No. 322, lay 1,1975.
Friends:

After the Ceneral Secretary's circular letter dated 27th December 1974, events
have moved at e fast pace in the country. I need not recount them.

¥ re thet =t the national convention of the Swatantra Perty held in
323 ﬁ; :rﬁth ané 5th August 1974, Skri. ILR, lasaml and others had lamin';-ed
the growing ineffectiveness of the parllaneni:-,ary processes and had emz:ea_u:e
grave concern &t the concentrztion of ppwer in t&_‘.e_hands of the Prime ]:h.ms T,
Shri., Masani had pinned hopes on the movement imt‘.l.ated.and led by Sh:f‘u..ngacpra-
kash Narayan to combat the growing menace of dictatorship and corruption in the
country, He nhad argued that the BLD viich was sought to be created out of '?he
Syatentra Party, some Tegional parties and splinter groups would not provide
a real slternative and that without the Congress (0) znd the Jana Sangh agreeing
to shed their separate identities and to join eny new Party, there was no
genze in disbanding an All-India Party like the Swatantra Party.

It was the opinion of some of us that the conditions for merger of all non-
congress (R) and non~commmist opposition parties, however desirable such
merger may be, had not then ripened and that instead of attempting en immediate
merger of all parties, attempts should be made to create a federal structure
in which the constituvent parties would retain their separate identit¥es, and
work on 2 common platform for a common programe, It was then envisaged that
out of the mitusl confidence which comon endesvour would generate, it would
evenbtually be feasible for a single cohesive party to emerge.

Shri. Masani had hailed Shri.Jayaprakash Narayan as the coming saviour who
would be able to resuciate the hopes of our frustrated countrymen and to infuse
them vith a fresher vision and vigour and restore their confidence in democracy,

The apprehension that the BLD would not prove to be the real national alternative
has proved correct. The other parties have not merged into the BLD, although
time and again attempts have been made by Shri, Charan Singh, Shri. Piloo lMody
and Shri. Rej Narein ang others to preach this thesis to the Congress (0),the
Jana Sgngh and other parties. In fact, you must have noticed that the Jana Sangh
at its Delhi session held on the 3rd March 1975 specifically repelled this
suggestion to fold up immediately, Botn Slri, L.K.Advani, the President of the
Jana Cangh and Shri. A.B.Vajpayee have issued statements rejecting merger of
parties and expressing themselves in favour of a ccnfederation of parties.

Speaking recently in Hyderabad, on 20th April 1975, Skri,Vajpayee eaid that the
BLD was pressing for merger of the parties but merger was not on the cards at
the woment, He said that the other parties felt that any synthetic wdty at the
top level'mu?.d not help and that the rank and file of each party should be
invalved in the process of evolving a unified party, The federal party would
afford then an ovportunity to work together,
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Ae Shri. Masani hed predicted, Shri, Jayaprakash Nerayan has Bmer:g6§ as
wmdisputed leader of the non-corgress (R) and non-communist opposition,
crusade pgainst corruption, nepotism, repression of the legitimate aspirati
tho j:eople has caught the imazination of all people and even amongst the
congress (R) there is a growing recoprition of the fact that the JP phenomenon =
canmot be wished away. All non-congress (R) non-commuist opposition parties .
and groupz have gethered under his leadership and attempus are_afoot-no‘b only to
gink personal differcnccs artong leaders bub also seversl &ac_’f.mnal differences
plaguing tho parties so that 2 united opposition, a real national alternative, can
emerge.

A Hationsl Co-ordinstion Cormitiec hes also been sct up under the convenorship

of Shri, Jayaprakach Narayan, I a: glad to inform you that our President, Shri.

G, ¥.Sundaram has been inivted to join this Committee. A common programme committee
has also been set up nder the convenorship of Shri, Madhu Limaye. Ve have written
to him to include ouwr reprcsentative on this committee.

it this juncture, it would not be inopportune to say that Jayaprakashji is the A
logicel Gandhian successor to Shri, Rajaji and the "Total Revolution™ which he
preaches is not only acceptable to us but it is really what we have been saying

all those years. Briefly, Shri, Jayaprakash Narsyan advocates:

(2) Sarvodaya - a concept which is totally opposed to
the Marxi8h conecpt of class conflict.

(b) importance of the morsl velues and traditions in the
public 1life of our cowntry.

(c) & tobtal revolution, peaceful and non-viclent and
covering £ll aspects, social,cconomical, cultural
and not omly palitical,

(d) feith ernd reliance on people to resist an oppresive
state. This faith in people, he characterises as
"Lokehalcti" or "Janashalti® as ageinst "Rajashalctil
or the might of the State,

In 't.':ﬁs'conception, thore cammct be a siﬁgle party
system, This concept of Lokashaltti preludes one single (J
party rule - which again is a "Marxist" concept,

(e) tho prescrvation of the fundamental rights of the people ..

Eﬁiis }c]:‘reangioni_ng the cause of the people against e cormpt administration. His
Lceé has been reised against corruption and against the licence permit raj whic
Rajaji ropestedly attacked. 7 5 Sh0ee

-_-ntu- Eu? moment, *:.hcrc%‘cre, all members of the Swatantra Party all over the cowmtry
it s:ﬁpfri{? ?lnfr 2is movement. The National Executive has repeatedly supported
scc:_“t.h; . :2_ ;:n:;i tr:.ze.us{;‘ in their rcsolutioz} and it must be our endeavour to
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time, let ws involve ourselves with probloms ;

£ ey (85t [ il orers Chamenior o
and (f) bechnocrats. : i .

t;o sﬁma Party -.m.g fowded and not for the rich or the RRJEB{ Mahar

and profeseional paliticians who have nqrcif\ﬂly spared us by cither

gomo otner party end retiring from public lifc altogether.

Cur isoediate task bofors the Porty, Lowever, ds:
i i who joined this
a) to ro-cstatlish our contacts with our members ¢
fe) party with a conviction in ite principles and not for their
own convenience,

- (b) *o rakipdle in them the conviction that tho path ~shown by the
@) Syatantrs Party alonc is the truec path to liberty and crder;l.y

progross.

I s;hell now report on cvents since the last Genoral Secerctary's circular datdd
27th Decembar 1974.

On Z2nd Januery 1975, tho Hational Exccutive of the Party met in Bombay and
took the following dceisions.

1. (a) E}:t:o;lclc;d full cooperation and suppert to the movement led by Shri. Jaya-
prakash Harayan.

(b) Lpproved tho clectoral reforms prepared by the Elcctoral Reforms
Cormittee sppointed by ShriuJayaprakesh Nerayen ard urging the Govt.
to accopt the same.

(¢) Exprossed tho firm view of the Party that there were enough food
grains to micot the coumiry's requ roments. If adequate fertilizers,
high yiclding secds and water suprly werc made availablc to the farmers
it would be possiblo for them to produce even surplis quantities,

(d)oriticiscd the preparation of the clectoral rall and demanded the
crimoration of all eligible voters house to housc before preparation
of preliminary rolls and giving sufficicnt notice to wvoters to lodge
objoctions before final rolls and published.

() Urged wpon tho Government to romove wmnecessary contrels and quota
gyston in industrice. It was noted that most of the industries were
worldng below installed cepacity for want of rew matorials and worldng
capital and also because of unnececssary controls on prices and distribution,

%
2, Pofore the mo.ting on 22nd January, members of the National Exccutive mot
Shri. Jayaprakesh Nerayan snd offered ouvr Party!s fullest support to his movement.
Lator, Shri,G.K.Sundaram, owr Presidont was nominatcd as a member of the
HNational Coordination Committoe appointed by Shri. Jayaprakash Narayan.

3, The pcople's morcha held in Delhi on &th March 1975 umder tho leadership

of Shri, Jayapralash Narayan was well ropresented by Swatantra velunbeers from
UF and Tamil Hadu.

e ’E'hc National Headquartors of our Party have been shifted to Madras. Its
::é _«.r'_c;_id;res-s s " 10.4, Flowers Rosd, Madras &4 - Telegraphic address is
SHATLNIRL™ and the telephone mumber is 666138,

5, & Writ Potition has been filed in the lMadras High Court o h January
1272} chgﬂf?gi.?g the dcc%sion of the Electicn Comiiionﬁ‘reaiiigtéﬁi symbol
EI:D ;;:m f‘r-‘bE':]_ _n*"c.hc pctl‘!;ic{l, ir. Piloo Mody as the General Seerctary of tho
it r*“‘c;; oction Commission have been mede parties. The petition has boen
o s;%m,“zhg lhflras High Court., 'Hca:r:whilc, the legislators beclonging to
r*rd:uﬂ i & Party have been pcr!ln?.tod to function under the symbol "STIRM,
pending final disposal of the petition, which is cxpocted to be hoard shortly.
You E yr 3
f»:F -zthtﬁgﬁffrl{‘?&uﬂ?ﬁ:}gml Nadu Swatantra Party had filed a suit in
Fattt ai I b LA RE ...:‘mrt, Madras on lst lvgust 1974, The caso was
Jbd Locesner 1974 and a doorec din our favour was paspod cx-porto.
p.t.c.
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i tional con- |
It was declarcd that tho dissolution of the Party at tho na 3l con-
vemtion held on Sth August 1974 at Dclhi was in-valid,

‘ : 3 i i. Vij Saxcna
7. In Uttar Pradosh, a Statc Executive with Shri. Vijay Pal Singh .

as Pregident and Shri. R.S. Biarati as tho Genoral Sccrotary was formed
2. tes geeord weck of Fobruary, This Committco was approved by the National
Emcutive at its mecting held on 9th [pril 1975. at Madras,

£. In Orissa, Shri, Harihar Patcl, former Industrics Ifinistoer in tho
Orisce Cabinct from 1967 to 1971 haz appointcd convenors in eight Primary
writs and tho State Coumcil has becn rocogniscd. Shri. Harihar Patel

hias beon nominated as the Presideont of the Orissa State Unit.

9. In Rajasthan, tho former Goneral Scerctary of the Rajasthan State
Unit, Shri. I.5.2hargava is busy ro-cstablishing contacts with the old
workers and the responsce he has recoived is cncouraging, Some Swatanntra
workurs contcsted mmnicipal scats as Swatantrites and a few of them cam.
out victorious in Kotah ard Jhalwad. According to him, the ground for
roviving the Party in Rajasthan has alrcady boon prepared. Shri.I.SiW:
Bhargava has beon invitod to join the National Executive in accordance 5
with a decision taikon at its mecting on 9th Lprii 1975.

|

10, In Gujarat, somc old workers in Saurashtra arc in touch with us to
Tevive our Perty. Miss Musum Joshi has bocn in crnstant touch with
Swatantra members in various distriets of Saurasta:

11. In Karnatek, Shri,Nagabhushana Rao has bcen appeinted Convenox

12, In laherashtra, tho Party is intact. The General Scerctary intends
to take a touwr of some of the districts in the first weok of Hey 1975.

It will thus be scen that we hav: not oilly boen able to survive tho

“iffioultios crrated by the previow offico-boarers, but cer now look forward
to glow but stcady growth of tic Party, : ‘

Yours sineccrely,

::' —
Girish Munshi By g el
General Scerctary,



