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Writ puts govt. =_ _E_z spot

freedom of specch and expression  television is cleagy ultra vires, Article
through the medium of setting .__u 19(1) (a) of the Gonstituti _._o::a;

broadcasting stations for radio That is the gisfof the writ petition
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company [or the pu _._ifn It is prop-
oscd thal the boa r__._n ectors of this
company shall compnse men and
wome _.:.n_ugar.._am:_w
as _r with a knowledge of the
technical aspects of broadcasting. In-
itally, the rnzn_z...._:n-a ol the rop-
osed broadcasting station will be n
Bombay.”
sequel to
_ _ ence _x,
gencies and the
72:... :«uv_ em-
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Doordarshan. The letier pointed o

r. Minoo Masani (above) and Mr. P.C. Chatterjee have

challenged the government’s monopoly over the medium of
broadcasting. The petition has put the government in a tight
spot as all along it has been running the two media, radio
and TV, as a monopoly without the backing of the

constitution of law.

filed by two eminent persons, Mr.
Minoo R. Masani, _E.Hn-m!nﬂu.i
MP and ber of the co
Eﬂﬂzu-.__ﬂ!h P ﬁ-_.-_nn._ﬁn
former director-general of All-India
Radio. The petition was admitted
Justice Variava of the Bombay hi
court last Friday but the date of
hearing is yet to be fixed.

that the purpose of establishing these
broadcasting stations was (o supple-
ment what the government agencies
were doing in a manner thal would be
objective, and not committed, as the
govemmment agencies are, to the offi-
cial point of view.

Either the minister did not under-
stand the portents of the letier or
sought to sidetrack the issoe sw send-
nwnnﬂm‘u:.vnu_..&o._.:—u or ap-

or the grant of a licence
_.._ql_nq the Indian Telegraph Act,
1985. Mr. Masani pointed out that the
proforma had been forwarded due 1o
a EE regarding the na-
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“Radio and Television are as much
a medium of expression as the writien
and spoken word,” says Mr, Masani,
who was a member of the advisory
committee on Fundamental Rights
and an MP from 1945 to 1970 and has,
at all times been a champion of
individual freedom and human rights.
“There is nothing in the Siatute that
gives the government monopoly of
radio or television.”

Mr. Masani and Mr, Chauerjee are
not just toying with the ‘loopholes’ in
the Constitutions; they are scriously
considering the possibility of setting
up independent television and radio
stations. As Mr. Masanl puts it, “We
intend to establish a public linrited
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1986, It was made clear thal they were
not applying for a licence to own a
wireless transmitter and their request
was ?n.qn-&..awh__& involved a %am.u__
decision which to be taken by the
government of India. The petitioners
once again requested the minister to
consider the s regarding the
setting up of two dcasting stations
in western India. In February this
year Mr. Panja acknowledged the
letter and stated that “the matter was
being examined.”™

Subsequent letler

In a subsequent letter ‘Mr. Panja

ssed the buck 10 another ministry
He wrote, “The licence to own and
operate 8 broadcasting transmitter
has to be issued by the Ministry of
Communication under the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1985."

Accordingly, the petitioners
sddressed a letter to Mr. Arjun Singh,
minister for communications, on
March 10, giving details about the
past carrespondence. They submilted
that, as [ar as they were aware, there
was no form in existence 0 ask for
facilities for broadcasting, nor had the
time to complete such a form, in any
existed, They urged the minister to
consult his colleagues in the Cabinet
and give a suitable reply whether or
not the govermnmment of [ndia was
agreeable in principle to permit the
sciting up of privale broadcasting
stations, Seventeen days later Mr
Singh informed Mr. Masani that he
was “having the matter examined.™

Mr. Arjun Singh's final reply was
that “jt would not be possible to grant
a licence for setting up a privale
broadcasting service in any part of the
country.” And the matter ended
there
inde
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MOHAMMEDALI ROAD: BOMBAY RADIO COR-
PORATION - Ph. 344727 MARINE LINES: RADIO
CENTRE — Ph. 291163 CHARNI ROAD: OM ELEC-
TRONICS — Ph. 8111418 GRANT ROAD: PRITAM
ELECTRONICS — Ph. 364686 CURRY ROAD: MUM-
BAlI ELECTRONICS —.Ph. 4133105 LOWER PAREL:
SONA ELECTRONICS - Ph. 895049 BANDRA
(West): ZENITH ELECTRIC CORPORATION — Ph.
6421151 BANDRA (East): GOLDEN RADIO SALES &

SERVICES — Ph. 6424131 KHAR (East): CHETAK

ELECTRDNICS — Ph. 8405020 SANTACRUZ (West):
AJANTA TOPSELL -~ Ph. 6493914 SANTACRYZ
{East): DIAMOND ELECTRONICS - Ph. 614 2006
SANTACRUZ (East): KING'S TV CENTRE - Ph
6120177 KALINA: KAPOOR ELECTRONICS - Ph
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“ Kepil flicks past a
ng square leg

* And a crow sits
on your antenna.”
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comes in." “ Kapil dives for his crease.’

ced, turbance can valume levals (ask your d2aler to demanstrate this).
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Whether it's a crow on the antenna.

A jet passing overhead.

Or a strong gust of wind. ,

And that's just one of the many virtues of
Pyramid 2000. ) _

Space permits us only passing mention of the
others, :

A brightness sensor boosts dark pictures and
subdues over-bright ones,

Auto-search tuning locks on to the broadcast
frequency for perfect reception.

And a colour correction circuit keeps colours
stable from one programme to another.

Pyramid also has a twin speaker system
for richer, clearer sound.

On-screen displays for brightness, colour and
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there's an automatic switch-off you can set for 30, 60
or 120 minutes.

Drop in at your nearest dealer and check out
the Pyramid 2000.

It's a clear winner.

And not by a close margin either.

PYRAMID
2080 O

(Electronics Division), AHMEDABAD; Plol No. 00432/A/1, Naroda Road, Ahmedabad 380 025
- BOMBAY : Bih floor, Shah House, Shiv Sagar Estate, Dr. Annie Besant Road, Work, Bombay 400 018. BANGALORE: 144, First Gross, Lavefle Road, Bangalore 560 001, INDORE: 3, Janki Nagar, Annex No. 1 AB. Road

Marg, Bani Park, Jaipur 302 016

Trikaya AMED. 5.87

ARIES




Thursday, Beptamber 17, 1887

m and goes straight to the heart? Wil-
. liam Holden as the debonair playboy-
| tycoon, Bogart as his workaholic old-

er brother - and Hepburn as their

IFE sure is full of surprises. Take
he case of Jackie Shroff. There
was, this rather strange-lookin
hero who displayed about as m
as a two-tonne truck. Stuck
in roles that required little more than
the narrowing of his already narrow
eyes and the flexing of his macho
muscles, Jackie had been reduced 1o (SRS
something of a joke — an actor who

/ chauffeur's elfin daughter who steals

m:ou:m Om both _Tr.: _:...._._.. and the show, so

%

smoothly from one scene to the other,
breathing credibality into cvery hine.
How shrewdly Bhatt has tapped and
exploited the very qualities that had
" | become Jackic's biggest labilitics -
his brooding, sullen stre;
treme lenderncss that

taken for a Big Moose kind of
L ﬁ._l.ﬂ. as a fallen, frusorated

.
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knuckle-dusters on, his hands. There
was something very different about
him even then. He wasn't just another
roadside “dada” with his own gang of
toughs - he was special. This was his
beat and he protected his territory
with chains and chakoos, Or so the
terrificd locals insisted. 1 recall his
dramatic entry inlo the finy pastry
shop across the bidiwalla. 1 was order-
ing a birthday cake when I heard a
sharp noise and noticed the counter
boys and accountant freeze suddenly.
I turned around angl there was Jackie
In the best Clint Eastwood/Charles
Bronson traditon he had barged
through the glass doors by kicking
them aside and using his elbows - not
hands, to separate them. It was one
hell of an entry just to use the public
phone near the cash counter. Like
dem bad guy honchos bursting into a
dusty saloon in Hollywood Westerns.
But 1t said a lot for his standing in that
arca. | forget now whether he paid for
his call.

Hottest model

The next time | saw him was on
hoardings all over the ary. He was
advertising some Ggarcttcs. Sudden-
ly, this street tough had become the
hottest model in town. We decided to
feature him in Celebnity. He was on
1he fringes of filmdom ... and keen on
publicity. The idea was to project him
as India’s answer to Burt Reynolds - a
male pin-up. He was game ... but
Ew-&qilﬂég
ber one. The photography scssion was
sei up at his girlfriend (and now wife)

at his photographs he turned up at the
office a few days later. Forget about
the prudish young reporter, even the
rest of us were stunned. He arrived in
a parr of hacked-off denim shors
which were so dangerously brief that
it was a problem whether to ask him
to sit down without him getting
booked for indecent public exposure
We really didn’t know quite where to
look. The young lady blushed a deep
shade of yose pink and was 50 flus-
tered that we considered sending out
for smelling salis - Jackie seemed obli-
vious to all the dil-ki-dhak-dhak he
had generated. He tnied 1o pursue her
over the next few weeks, but the
whole thing was far too much for the
young girl to handle - overpowered
and puzzled, she retreated into her

rotective shell and refused to take

15 calls. He gave up soon enough and
that’s the last we saw of lim, Recent-
ly, while dnving past Teen Bari, I
noticed a small crowd of ruffians
surrounding someone at a bidi shop.
That someone turned oul to be Jack-
ie. He looked night at home on that
crowded street corner ... for that is
where he actually belongs .. Kaash or
no Kaash.

A film -with
everything

INCE this has turned out to be a

film column of sorts, | might as
well continue in the same strain ... it
was Kaash in the afternoon and Sabri-
na in the cvening. As they'd say in
Hindi phillum dislogue: Zameen-
aazman ka difference, yasr. Sabring is

mmam guys! Noticed something?

columnists. Is nobody willing 1o take

- friends and oppressed labour forever

Bogey speed along in o spiffy-looking
sports car, Th
siyle, pace. No,
s like that any
don't make
widiences hke that any more, either

No laughing
matter

We don't’ have a single woman 3
colummst, who qualifies as a humor-
ist, Pourquor?? Don't women have a
sense of humour? For that marter,
why don’t we have a single woman
columnist on the politcal (ront
cither? There are several excellent
reporters and feature writers, but no

us gals seriously, or what?

Yes, there are quite a few senior
female columnists writing on “soft™
subjects like the arts, radio, televi-
sion, cinema. Or on burning social
ssues of theiday, But there too they
restrict themselves to commenting on
topics like dowry deaths or dhobi
ghats. There is the odd feminist writer
churning out the standard stuff on the
status of women in Indian society
And that's about it

How much can one take on sunsets
over Pindan glacer and sunrise at
Ratnagin? The amount of copy de-
voled to descibing the chirping of
nesting birds or the travails of a
female rickshaw-puller in Ahmeda-
bad is enough 1o put you off leathered

What we could do with is a few
chuckles, some giggles and plenty of
fresh pe ives [rom a new genera-
tion of female wrnters. There are

several very bright, very witty, very
articulale women in media today ~ it's

A
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come up p T
is s0 stupning in its quiet
even he must be reeling
should give equal credit
to Mahesh Bhau for a piece of ama-
zingly shrewd casting. He dared 1o
sign on Jackie for a role that required
extremely fine tuning.
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And there was Jackie moving

MAlnee Wl (8nu e nm muusiry »
full of these depressing ghosts from
yester-year ), Jackie's Ritesh
achieved the perfect balance between
sclf-pity and injured pride.

While watching the flm (which

“ | incidentally is a four bucket and not a

four hankie weepie) [ thought back 10
the time 1 first saw Jackic. He was
standing at his favourite paan-bidi
shop on Mapean Sea Road clad in his
“uniform" of those years - a bhajipal-
lawalla’s vest, a doodhwalla bhaiya's

Ayesha's house. A TovEly young re-
porter went along with the photo-
grapher for the interview. Since she
wasn't a brazen Bombay journalist,
she wasn’t prepared for anything like
this. Perhaps it was the novelty of the
experience, but 1 rather think it was
the ‘Jackic Effect’. She came back
after the session in an absolute daze,
which took weeks to wear ofl.

amongst the most delightiu nims ever
made - like a light and frothy souffle.
In fact, the souffle feawures in a
charming sequence in the film when a
very haughty French chef describes a
perfect souffle with a poetic image:
“It should be like two buiterflies
waltzing." But Sabrina belongs 1o
Audrey Hepburn - the onginal
genuine. Even Bogart pales into a
: pish-pash nobody in their scenes
Jackie, in turn, was also pretty | together - and that’s tough 1o achieve,
taken up by her. Maybe he had never

checked gamcha over one shoulder, a
frayed pair of well-worn jeans and

What is it about oldie-goldies that

met such a ._w:._: and proper young
cuts through all the layers of cynicism

lady before. On the pretext of looking

thought: What if Arun Shouric had
been Aruna Shourie? Would the Ex-
press raids have got the same cover-
age? And would a crusading woman
editor have rushed 1o a news service
with indiscreet revelations abou! her
boss’ foreign exchange dealings and
risked her own high-profile career?
Unlikely. Women are shrewder than
that.

What if R.K. Laxman belonged 1o
the “Weaker (isn't that a laugh!) sex™
~ would his common man have suc-
ceeded as a common woman?

Twenty-year-old Shahina Hameed made a winning debut in motor sport
when she steered her Premier Padrmini to victory in Goodyear's women's
car rally last Sunday. A graduate in philasophy Shahina had Asif Haidery as
navigator for the 380-m Bombay to Khapoli and back course.

| ab. My

TELLY VIEW...

next time Doordarshan draws up a
contract it must be firmly and clearly
stated that all loose ends will have to
be tied up and tucked away within the
stipulated 13 weeks, Particularly
romantic involvements.

goals than Subah and Nai Dishayen
and perhaps for that very reason was
ani. -qum_..ﬁ_E-a. success. _._-_.aea_..__.ﬂ.nm,

not e scene I.
Although no ﬂ.&hﬁaﬂz Feaw:uanﬂna.
came into the picture, the manner in
which Raju is hooked and subse.
uently killed comes as a chilling

k ualled by anything in Sub-
y complaint to the uc-

Fortunately the absence of Chu-
nauti will be less keenly felt because
of Manoranjan and Malgudi Days.
Manoranjan, but for its occasional
septimental streak is very watchable

and Malgudi Days continues [0 main-  lioa.
—— i

tain the standard it had set for itsell
during its first round. The number of
good serials that have made a com-
eback amid t enthusiasm only to
disappoint is by now considerable. Ek
Kahani for instance had lost its spark
by the time it came the second time
around. Karamchand is another clas-
sic case which failed to live up to its
carlier promisc. And now Satyajit
Ray Presents is a travesty of itsell with
an unwavering three-instalment fixa-

ers is that the promised involvement
of Anath Bandhu with the pesky’
journalist never came about. The alibi:

MINI-CRYPTIC - 665

of course will be shortage of time. The

Govt. in a tight spot

The petitioners contend that AIR

) and Doordarshan has not been set up
laws concerning the rights of broad-  under the ision of the Indian
casting, Wircless T Act, but as
o M. Masani contesty that the Indian departments of the 1&8 ministry.
Eilﬂbﬂ broadcast- Basic to ﬁﬁEOﬂHﬂh@_.
%Q.lﬂhﬂ#g Mr. Masani feels that the frecdom

clear that it was enacted not of speech and ion, including
with & view to create in favour of the (he freedom of press and the
* in broadcast-  freedom (0 express onesell through
to the exclusion of all citizens of other means such as broadcasting on
but with a view to regulate the radio and television are not
possession of wircless and y walued freedoms in themselves, but
spparatus in India and with a 10 are basic to a democratic form of
ensure that the Indian State Broad- which on the
Service is not deprived of its Efiaﬁ.h!i!
fees licences for wircless appar- ment can be solved by free cxchange
atus.” ~ of thoughts and by pubkic discussion.

1. Rotter about 1o reply (6). 6. Reso-
lute novelist (5). 7. The silencers are
funny (4). 9. Bution hole 1o do
something about a Greek [sland (6).
11. Even a pup can be more than a
help (5)- 13. Not only soldiers may be

lend their voice to demand a more  bored by it (5). 16. Wanted urgently
democratic functioning of television (6). 19. Finished more than one (4).
and radio. 20. Pay out starting odds before finish

opening lor
in the basket department (3)

SOLUTION TO NO. 664
ACROSS: | Tresses. 4 Wear. 6 Vivid
7 Babel. 9 Entail

(5). 21. There's nothing to be said for
keeping it (6)

DOWN:

1. Edger, with his heari broken, was
the butt of banter (6). 2. Rose to put
on a classical outfit (4). 3. Cast worth
another order (5). 4. Creature of
crude force (5). 5. Yes, always in the
pay envelope (3), 8. Climb up on a
fish? (5). 10. Reacted like a startled
horse and threw (5).712. It's obvious it
mustn’t be infringed (6). 14. Ii's on
the target (5). 15. The best parts of a
play (5). 17. There could be an
you here (4). 18. Enquire

11 Stride. 13 Trial
15 Paril. 16 Item. |7 Station

DOWN: | True. 2 Skirt. J Eliminate
5 Enactment. B Led, 10 Net. 12 Idiot
14 Rain
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By Rupesh A. Jambhale, 10, Std. V, G.A. Kulkarni School, Khar,

\TS COCD TO HAVE A
STOCK ANGWER IN
YOUR REPERTORE

by johnny hart
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TIGER | by bud blake
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by parker & hart

By Jaishankar P., 12, Std.
VII, OLPS School, Chembur,

By Kiran C. Palan, 13, Std. VIII, Young Men's
Night School, VT.




