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tefers to other “in-
con’ news items that
Doordarshan totally ignored—
Bﬂaﬁahﬁ? ?o)ﬁhnm_

and in &

jonal press discovered that AIR  obagand mentions others that

e to the ruling party but also ~ were auﬂﬁ_.wu.ﬁ_muuuﬁh

-.ﬂ—ve—.nu. the Gorkhaland isue (once it

duce ‘social goods' such as im-
proved air quality or increased
oduct life, or that resolve prob-
s pormally outside the cost

e 1A
R AR

1| calculus of individual enterprises
o | such as the external costs of polly-- -
tion or waste disposal.” Such a -
development will take place only
" | when a strong public opinion in-
' | sists on high environmental stan-
| dards, and in this regard the -
Commission's report will un- -

vas | & sometime ago to
On May 27, four out of six Doordarshan lies blatantly, says iscuss (helfecommendations

! ) N PR R e e | doubtedly play a major catalytic
items focussing on ministers that  the study, or presents fucts in 8 _.Hr-. _____ ission report 1 Ll Ny L 7} el U 'l role
the TV reported, weré not re- manner that promotes the idea | j eiermg $0 focus attention on | KB A ol ; A statement which will warm  °
ported by the press. in-  that god's in his heaven and all's prime @ed L0 progress “from | I the hearis of all environmentalists .
cluded events like the Vice Presi-  right with India. Its coverage of carth ilone warld”, for if the | U in India is contained on page 39
dent E-._B:.-naﬂ.._vrseﬂn by  the Delhi bandh called by apposi- nties 1o be politically It reads: “In the past, responsibil-
exhibition and releasing a book 10 tion 10 protest against the sectors which are ity for environmental matters has
mark Jawaharlal Nehru's death  hike in certain essential commod- | ecologicallfisot viable, then we || been placed In environmental
anniversary and the PM contri-  ities, was an example of its lies, as contim@ 1o have the kind of M S| ministnes and institutions  that
buting to the Jawaharlal Nehru  w newspaper edit pointed out. DD | disast have become in- S | often have had little or no control
Trust and m:-u-h._.-:_._- & seminaf  said that the bandh had “failed to mmon in  our over destruction caused by agri-
& Her observations are pot sur- On Jawaharlal Nehru. evoke any response”, while, in t, floods, famine, cultural, industrial, urban de-

i reality, it been a considerable
prising, E__ .h._._. are .n_a_a.,_ A On this day, May 27, the items  suocess. Another bandb on Tuly
¢, ummary o onniu_"uuaw-f o_.“ the papers did report on the front 28 was reported as having been

selected days u.g__nu“z. i mE_ﬁ_ A ge were, among other things, 8 largely peaceful, but newspapers | ¢

s ™ OF AL N o Riars Beadt fn Darjeeling for the (he pext day reported that 35
tens.” On Ap " ' second day running, an invitastion  byuges had been damaged and a
f from Ramakrishna Hegde to S.M. ty Commissioner of Police | .
Joshi and Sharad Pawar to settle two others had been stabbed.

irts, increasing loss 'Withered trees: @ global siretegy la needed velopment, forestry, and trans.

mical pollution, — - . riation policies and practices
fause of economic  they wall crowd into congested  to feed themselves suggests that mwnu:. has failed 1o give the
tension, prospects  cities. The cumulative effect of cash crops are getting too much  responsibility for preventing en-
4 these changes is so far reaching as  attention and food crops too lit+  vironmental damage to the ‘sec-

to make poverty itsell a major tle.” This conflict between food toral' ministries and agencies
global scourge.” Indian coun-  and cash crops, and the weightage  whose policies cause t." This
tryside is a festimony to the cor- 10 be given to eachin the national  anomaly was clearly recognised

U.N. agencies
nt effort produced

the Maharashira-Karnataka bos- Some of DD's “exercises in ; servation m_i"n“u_ rectness of this statement interest is not casy to resolve, but by the Committee for Recom-
der dispute and factional Mn—..ﬂ:a newspeak” are, the study says, - Ehnvru__uﬁnw How do we get ouf of this a conscious decision has to be mending Legisiative Measures
in the office of the Gujarsl  geveral items about the success of

situation? Surely not by exhorta-  taken at national level. And while  and Administrative Machinery for

Pradesh Cohgress Commifttee. the 20-point p mme, share-
The y ot Al s ed that market booms, all-time high in-

| Pranab Mukherjee had formed & ¥Cments, ann.;.“_ Nagctg ]
..:”__....._.”H_dcv,_l: evenl that was 1OV n_.ﬁ_w. il agania 1
ign by Doordarshan !n.&nun!n"-. . Xports CreRsOs
Doordarhan suppresses  and “Criticism of the government Is
censors news that &8 “inconve-  Dotan attack on it” and is permit-

g , the
MHH p“..__-.- ._._M___Eﬁm _u_ﬂ:ulsﬁ__ applies to Doordarshan, the study
reported on the Kamataks- points out, but Doordarshan in-
Maharashtra border conflict and qnn_-ﬁu___.w bn..nqc_”m__w-pn:n_wui_ﬂsn::.._
et el " ment by pr
Irp_d__a_a -w_.._.._.. .vﬂ.:u -“nua-”n._ of view. When Masam and m_-".

message of the  on 0y, keep the countryside on the subject of agriculture, the Ensuring Environmental Protee-
ESources sustain”  orepny  This global scourge can OCF emphasises the need to  tion set up by the Government of
SCOsyStems; SaVE o1y he ended by o simultaneous  promote sustainable, regenerative  India. The report was presented
Essentially, 0w of500 01 both national and inter- agriculture, rather than chemical  in September 1980, and one of its
highlights pnn- 50, levels. The agriculturist  dependent agriculture, which may  recommendations was o create
SEMRcs which are n0t .04y far higher prices for his  yield exciting results in the short  posts of Environmental Advisers
10 goods if he is to get out of the mire  term, while qualitatively doing  {n all Ministries so that the impact
- of poverty; and national govern- 'dat harm (o the environment, of their actions on natural re-
ments will only be able to provide While it is premature to dream  sources could be assessed and
higher prices if the industrialised o] ofie world politically speaking,  appropriately monitored. Unfor
West, with its economic power, tHe principles of comparative funaiely, this recommendation is
ceases 1o impose uneconomic advantage so eloguently elabo-  yet 1o he implemented

prices on the exports of primary rated by John Stuart Mill may We have, in recent yean, been

has dooe.  Looducts from  the .Easnau poksibly 'be accepted, The Com-  educated about the medicinal and

ﬂ“”-‘ compamies police massacre o made (heir application 1o h : ing the WCS The: also & w mitslon refers (o the case of sugar  {ood values of the geoetic material
. 0ol ; ”-..g re- o Arwal was .ﬂhﬂ“ﬂ "n_.-a-o.rnn_uhﬁ—. for “.u_.uqﬂ.-nfun and | 'munch, Mm. i suid: “Na- wnﬂqh”uanun-n_a.maanﬁal crops 43 an example of present distor-  extant in our worid, and the Com-
' fused i.ﬁ“ grounds of —u_ﬂr the da e e Brosdeasting they mentoned that | tre s besutlf anced, Each ..o siven 100 much importance, tions. Thirty million people in the  mission’s report naturally speaks
“policy™. " the ._.ﬁ_ e h,:. their purpose was o supplemeni Eu. 3 place, I8 o food crops are reduced, the Third World, including many in  about the supreme importance of
“Thete is oo law on the sub- Noue of these was men-  AlR and Doordarshan’s work “in d v Any dis  v.oaries of the market can some-  [ndia, depend oo sugar cane for  preserving the genes. Just consid
joet™ out Masani, "0 they on DD's new a manger that woald be objective € creal ) fimes cause havoc which takes their survival, and could carn  er what may be lost, and forever,
tﬁl-. The writ petition b o and not committed, as the govern- | Which years 10 set right valuable  foreign  exchange by our careless action. A primitive
challeages " of e On July 15, the news telecast ment jes are, 10 the offical | Ume. A rather striking example is  through its exports. But industrial  relative of maise wm discoversd
ﬂmliﬁ fotal con- included iems on the Tamil Up-  point of view, both in regard of life ded by the situation in the countries have promoted and pro-  in Mexico by chance in caly & four
over broadcasting. “If they ited Liberation Fronl's discussions  news and features. ™ The study i lﬁ - | region of Africa. In 1961- tected beet sugar production.  hectare plot under threai of being
make a new law reganding the ) u by + 62, the countries here produced “Modern beet growing is highly  exploited. “This wild species s 2
of broadcasting, we i that is 237 million tons of cotion fibre. capital intensive, I depends perennial: all other forms of
1o strike down the . 5 mission on Indoced by the blandishments of heavily on chemical herbicides maize are anoush. It cros
&-F;’_ : elopment international traders, the area and the crop has poorer regeners-  breeding  with  commercial
Ff!‘g% i s The pr = wunder cotton was greafly in- tive capadty than othen. The warieties of maise Oopens up the
lu-rl making 1ndia e cowed i .nI..__—_I.. T St § cressed EE..FEE__B.._ .Bﬁ_ﬂ.u ﬁ_ﬂié nqnn“_._u_mni a n-a_na ﬂl:_ _h_..rn“_u.ﬂaw!n _w_
= E will not down, the news that made bead-  Concedes Muani dreams are e ; in ; : '
-‘nr-.-l.l E-__.l e E!ﬂ-unnzln Broadcasting ﬁrwnr.f -ty .wﬂn — that 0ot banished by the dreamer's | poor al Mi.uﬁa 'in the ﬂm_ food oy m......nuu_...w.n_”_a:-._ i!___Mz_uH..,._r —ﬂs..n,.. -Siw_.nm_: sowing. wwi.;.:xi
e mer : 54% Chinese troops had mtruded on  knowledge of their unreality, snd | about th imports were a mere 200,000 tons, v Aguia yearh
; Prize, lodian ignored asEM ComLnLT mase - of food The reorienting of the lechaol- iy own scxord ™ | think we must
f ﬂi ‘I’ sﬁ ﬁ ._—..K'__II Minsster  Narasimba %l.& 4 PE' - il tu - HSL_JM hh..qﬁﬂ of L.77 ogy of industry snd ure 80 agroe that comservation is good
that L”ﬂﬂit _..l}ﬂ-g & “In Australia they've got a gov- | Coumne __aaa._._?%o._.nd-ta..ﬁ_ﬂ that the &eﬂﬂla. n,._a HH P e
E couniry,  Jemoostration Swami When news reported, crmment  brosdoasting  petwork | know seven times). compound g ]
r!ﬂlll.tlr“ ?i&-?lsl.“ PM's  on July 17, that the Prime Mias- and & pri o e Ez__u._n..n!_u__ia being widely &n.._l.__,..r.__ s 4
vescarcher, Padisins Menon, send-ofl for e President of  ter had solidarity with Eﬁiw will E Hu-““_w..nul “These figures do  Commission !:.__H;ww_.._ B i e—— —
Commuties for Cultu-  Seychelles and the PM's address  the againdt spartheid in  be has im mind for India. Not that Sahelian patioms  iechnological rese y com-
and Indian Liberal v the bi-annual meet. O  South it thought mere comirol not sugprst mercial organinations is (still) de-  "Owr Cowemon Fiture

f Iﬂ“_.“_r.. '!...“ voted to product snd proces i ?i.........__..____...a....u.__..i.c.._.?.
n: !..‘l!i who n!._ povations tha! have market value vwromment and Devriopens
Gt & Technologies are needed that pro-  Fublihed by Oxford Univeriay fren
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. e Lo S for fighter air-

tuning spare pé
craft. In _mﬂdm_o.,oa acquired

control of the company and it was OH.

renamed  Bofors  Aeronautics,

Chadha was retained as agent and

so impressed the new manage-
ment with his ﬂhﬂﬂwo: style,
that in course of displaced
Commander MLA.R. Rao, a re-
tired naval ents specialist,

A J A m OW safe are the cosmetics  tions for kafal, because of certain
B used 1o beautify one of problems inhérent in analysing
the most important, but ‘the samples ;

for the government; the as the Bofors repre- | delicate organs of sense—the eye? The All India Instituie of
th ent Directorate claims it sentative in the country. Ever since a team of British re-  Medical Sciences, which has con-
only has suspicions, and .Ew_. Chadha wvery proud of his | searchers established a link be-  ducted extensive studies on the
cions are insufficient grounds for profession, contemptuous | tween surma, a traditional eye  percentage of lead present in
filing a case. of others. "G find a more hon- | cosmetic, and severe cases of lead  several cosmetics, some years ago
ery convenient for Win ourable pro ," was what he | poisoning suffered by some Asian  tested ten samples of kajal
Chadha, most convenient for the told some s when the | children in London, the safety of  obtained from the market. Many
Indian Government. For he could Bofors muck nﬂ_ﬁ. Butthe | €ye cosmetics has been a subject  of the samples did contain lead,
blow the whistle on a lot of things: impression that he tended to | of controversy. While manufac-  but since the quantity was less
for starters how he got his power dress up infofmation either to suit | turers speak of the therapeutic  than two micrograms of lead per
of attorney authenticated hn_ the his convenierioe or because he was | value of some of these traditional 50 mgms weight of the samples, it
Indian consulate in New York badly rattled by the furore over | eyeliners, ophthalmologists strict-  was said 0 be Insignificant
when the hunt was on for him in Bofors. f ly %E?Z_ _.:..1.5:....|nu_km.==u.
India. Also, he could give the lie There is no doubt that his deci- | children—from using them, Com-
to the Government's assertion sion to leave India when the | SUMEr Ofganisalions, on the c:._.u_.
that his residence was raided: scandal broke in March was a wise | Pand, have been demanding strict
“They came and asked a few one. And far businessman | control over their pﬂ_.:__:w...
1 But despite & legislation like the

Drugs and Cosmetics Act, the

and E-M“:" 15 u.nl_.u-&& ”aqn. ._.ﬁ” vemmen! has done precious o c _
cards had remained E_Mc_uw the | little to regulate and monitor
3 stringently the quality of these
% . | cosmetics sold in the market
__“Mw_rmﬂn _..-.“I“h ﬂnh_“n_-.r__ml“m M...._.nn_n.w Since these products come under
!&ar:_ wigeh would _,nuu.n_nn his | the purview of the Drugs and
an_uu.:mmmo__. to India ble Cosmetics Act, each manufactur-
£ I - | er has to have the relevant licence = i
Under US i ba B thes free to from the Drug Control Auth ﬁ—._m—.._—um m_:amt

ORI PrOPCRiREIRE Maes and | g " oodcide vendon disgpl

lite questions. They did not
n the untraceable confines _._._..:.o%.-_n me _._Ew.z_n_ my
se,

nsvcmzn.a.:i_._,sEi_ﬁsa.ﬁ._ﬁ
w_m“:-“ﬂmew_nrﬁﬁ“. % journalist. His connections stood
sugar "mill owner in Mm in good stead.

g

of a
i These connections are corrobo-
s Pradesh And the kay man in rated by other defence agents and

Rs 1,700 crore Bofors deal, .
' businessmen, His brother-in-law
g e B LA P e )
another relative 1l ence
New i coutt, Ministry's finance division. “'He

Wnun-:n“ﬂnﬁngﬂgn _E“nm._o__._:_”_ wide range ol these cosmetics However, ophthalmologists
Swiss bank account to the USA manufactured by  unlicensed  adwvise against the use of kajal , on
~ S0 did be take off with the Rs firms the ground that a) they might not
200 pid as with | b What are these ‘Eye-beauti- be microbiologically safe b) they
m.n_qn_.ﬁqﬂn__-ﬁ about M5 OY | fers' made of? Earlier, furma was  transmit infection when used with

931. pol % Wi Q—_n.. say made out of antimony ore, but  dirty fingers or when the same
some. n_.p % Wsay | ow it is derived from lead sul-  kafal is used by all members of the
others. for ._._ﬂ phide. Kajal, another eye cosme family and €) it is illogical 1o pul

He has forwarded medical cer-  was sought after for his political
tificates artested by doctors from  links," says a consultamt for an
the prestigious Hudson Medical ._H_.&.ang . Cony 1) MP
Centre in New York. It pleads Kamal Nath describes him as
cardiac complications and di-  flamboyant and & pusher who was
abetes and argues against person-  very active in __-Ean____._ meeti
ul appearance before Chief Met-  berween Defence

“Win ng is very Eﬂn n—ﬂ_-w Eﬁ@ﬂn .ﬁ.ﬂ %ﬂ-“ﬂg Fﬁﬁ% tic being used for centuries in the  “soot” into eyes meant to be kept
' i country, is nothing but carbon  scrupulously clean. They also
.——n E a more g-—u._n _w-_.ﬂ_. was _i—-— —uﬁ n& hﬁn_:n._ﬂ__._—.Enn ﬁ: And hlack J?_n.nﬁ:...a: aﬂqn__:...:. are  pooh-pooh the beliel that kaejal
—-Oga ‘E E EE ﬂ.——.—ﬂ’mﬂ”ﬂﬂa g"- w—.—n i_!.-q.u ”“ﬂ!_ﬂi till ﬂ- con- said 10 contain ron oxide >:—._q..._. and surma make the eyes bigger
the holds tha A ﬂgy 100,000 Swedish Kr " | rous lanolin, bees wax, arc said to  and brighter, when applied on
Eﬂ-g t he tended to dress up ber | unertion, 120-250 mill T | constitute some of the ingredients  children
= windi s million of eyc shadow, which will also Unfortunately, neither consum

&f asOciations nor research orgs
nisations have analysed samples
of different eyeliners, mascara or
even cye shadows sold in the

contain permitted colours

A good quality “eyetex” or
kajal, sccording to experts in the
ficld, is made by burning pure

!
g

i3 s .

Fa— vegetable oil and collecting car- market. However, the consumers

“Bullshit,” he recalls Chadha He also claims to be a bon black in sterilized contminers,  mssociation of Penang, which

‘Only one s mine.” t scholar but there are no Probsbly » small quantity of pure  tested samples of eyeliners pro

Then who awns the othens? “My  details about time or place. He he India® ghee or butier s added for lub-  duced in the West and Japan

wife, my son... * What about his  was in the pharmaceutical indus- o be. The ﬂ rication. But since carbon black  reportedly found lead in several of

t Vasant Vihar house. bang oppo-  try and says he st up the opera- be used = doubje. | an also be obtained by burning them. But, the extent of lead
for one  site DOM's Vinay Bharat Ram? E_ﬂ-..iﬂ-. multinational™  tTUth- w_uﬁ!. rubber or any other petroleum contamination s not  cleary
costs @ “This is a rented +H1had inlndia. Was it Johnson & Johs- ﬂ-ﬂ ald r_ﬂ product it is very easy for & known. Experts say (har besides
E.ﬂﬂﬂﬂ! crofes would 1 be E in a son? Silence. Later he was a he were manufacturer to use cheaper, un- the chemicals med, the mico
Bolors'  rented house?™ But he 5 wmient  salcsman for Warner (USA ointment _ safe raw materials. Even though  biological safety of these cosme
comservative  about the farmbouse m wnnni.-. KE % for L : oo could the end prodoct, in such cases, G also of great importande
wpent ab-  wan, showt 0 km bom Vesant  gues in south-cast Asia. And then what can be loxic, it is unfortunately Microbial contamination of #
emeriaining  Vihar A man sot sddicied to the came Anatronic General Cor- were W0 almost impossible (0 analyse the  cosmetic cas occur thmugh e
whole treth m 1970. He brags that if At 2 kajal 1o determine the raw matc-  matetiaks, imsanitany conditions of

P i, rials used, ssy expertn. Conse- manufacture  improperhy .x:..u;

quently,  whik kajal, made eoquipment DY FvER Carsien humndd

Hﬂln:.—n“g..:«u relstrvety  bmg of the prodect dutung peckag
....:;.nnq___nﬁ-__t.nlil-a-....l_?:.li.._n-__.n..
, l!_ul._ln!__:!aﬁ._a
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cvelmen are unsed outde the cye

L

only

they can still enter the eyes either
a1 the time of application or dur-
__._ﬂ removal
“alse eye lashes, eyeliner and
mascara brushes made out of
natural hair may even carry bac-
tena and fung, unless thoroughly
freated
As far as surma is concerned,
both ophthalmologists and phar-
macologists are united in their
nion that it should be banned
Bombay-based Consumer
Guidance Society of India, which
tested eight brands of surma dur-
ing 1979, found that except for
one, all other brands contained
28.7 10 B5.7 per cent of lead. The
Consumers Assoclation of Penang
{CAP), which tested three brands
of surma sold in Malaysia, also
found high levels of lead in the
products. Following the CAP
tests, the Malaysian health minis-
qﬂ_ conducted in own tests on one

the particular it con-
tained lead far in excess of the
permissible limit. The Malaysian
Government allows 3 maximum
of 30 parts per million of lead in
cosme o

The All India Ir
Medical Sciences also found in the
28 samples tesied by if, varying

samples tested by it recently, the
percentage wa h s 845 per
cemt. Even th sudy con

ducted at the Inatituie on ihe
co-relation between suwrma and
lead poisoning did not establish a
clear link between the two in

children or in ad

with lead wsulphi )
for three monthe, showed an in
crease in the level of lead in their
blood by

hree and & hall times

believe the
g o b hatar

v
lead conten
dous, as, either

and thus gef in
with food. High b
the blood can advenely affect the
nervou
pairment
it can retand intellecs
ment. Extreme
possoneng Can bead o cowrvulsions
cowna and sometimes oven death
Expern i the feid sy that
they have not been able 1o deter
mine the wale level of lead in
sarma and this ha come v the
way of enforcing any standards for
the product Besldes gualify
porm. the prvernment slso ha to
make 1 mandatory for all many-
acturers of commeiics (o declare
ihe conteots 84 woll &8 the expiry
date on every product




& | APAN Month' which
starts on Ocober 13,

Ji
-ﬁg__ events attempt to
" Secing e oo
R
" popular ages.
For example, the Noh Theatre
the Kanzi school will present the
anclent dance drama of Japan,
while Shochiku Kageki-Dan Re-
vue will perform asa_zﬁ:
D s litering gie o 30 girte
- a glirt frls.
The Tea Ceremony of the
‘Urasenke Schoot celebrate
what for us is a pational pastime
but for the Japanese a ritual and a

e Photo Panel, the Arts and
Crafts Exhibition, as also the Film
Festival will attempt to convey the

reality of modern Japan
The Tea Ceremony symbolises

The traditional Kimono (left) and a spectacular scene from Noh Theatre (1op)

the essence of Japanese culture
The ceremony was developed
under the influence of f
Buddhism, the aim of which is to
jpurify one’s soul by becoming one
with nature, and the House of
Urasenke which will perform the
ceremony here is inextricably
linked with Tea, as ouf music s
with different "Gharanas’ in India.

Al the C an¥, ki -
a5 Coanops” in Jupanse, green  ‘Japan Month’ which begins next week provides

H.cs.;:_n..__n..n.__n..._aan_..e,: . . . . .
R e UTATAIe opportunity to discover the intricacies

noyu etiquette are minutely of Noh theatre and tea ceremonies,
observed to achieve “ihe aesthe- ;
e of sostere umatcity ara  5a¥8 LORRAINE NIYOGI
refined poverty”, with an eco-  also as a medicinal herb. Todayin  the room in which it is held. the
nomy of movement achieved by  Japan when people are invited 1o utensils used in serving the tea
only experienced masters drink tea they anticipate sitting in  and the decor of the sefting, such
The tea brought back to Japan  a small room and enjoying each  as a hanging scroll or a ‘Chabana’
by Zen monks returning from  others company in seclusion from  (flower arangement). The de-
study in China was used as amild  the everyday world. The cere- velopment of Japanese
stimulant 1o aid their study, and  mony involves the appreciation of  architecture, landscape, garden-
. ing, ceramics and the floral arts
owes a great deal to the Tea
Ceremony
The national costume of the
Japanese, the Kimono, dates batk
to A.D. T00. Tvpical Kimono
motifs depict the beauty of the
natural surroundings on fine dyed
silk. Once wom daily, the Kimo-
no today I8 only for formal wear
and for traditional ceremonies
Noh, Japan's classical theatre
art, was created in the 14th cen-
tury by a father and son team with
a repertoire of 240 plays. Alter is
establixhment it was encouraged
as a salon art of the aristocrs*ic
society, Its influence has perme-
ated pot only Kabuki and Bunra-
ku but contemporary theatre as
well. The ancient drama. with
wity and debberation dwells on
and death, joy and anger,

B e iioe

Exguisite cersmic vase

unchanging pine trees whatever
the actual scene may represent

Of all theatres Nob pe
atest demands oo it

ment of he scrors.

ter Chenese infloences camee into AN prmile

Fan dance by the Shochiku Revue

The Rising Sun in India

bes and spoul pociry ‘Gagaku’ between the Bth

rhythm; ‘Ha
the play.is much
releases the tension of the
quick and vivid sction
sral pant of the

play in

MNoh

a_m_r_wrn LY
being based

ik, whc A Rl been

accoxnpany Ruddhist rifosh La ar

damces of Japan The mised I apan Foundar
menie, aid dasee from descen evar robes of reddabd Fapanssr wrmmens and

St v Jmpes  dolinrs  The seeewd 0 e o0 wewil of T, will tehe ploce in
dficialy  povermment  Right danoe  composed on i Bowdgy, Dbt Modray and ( alrus
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mblest of characters — a fisher-
or a peasant — wear the

found their home in Nara, the humorous.

! The d
then capital of Japan. Thus was  green e

Wear  these cifies contact the
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Rukmini Devi built Kalakshetra into a uniquely

rich and innovative institution. But now, after

her death, is it beginning to sink into self satisfied
“inertia? asks S. LALITHA.

ALAKSHETRA, or the
abode for the arts is a

place today, since

the death of its founder and men-
tor Rukmini Devi Arundale last
year. At a time when Bharata-
natyam was & prerogative of the
devadasis the setting up of such an
institution was a major break
from tradition — all the more so

since its chief proponent wus u
Brahmin igh
Rukmini Devi later spoke of

the impact the first Bharatanaty-
am performance she saw had on
her! *'1 was ushered into a new
world of rhythmic beauty and

meaning and the discovery of such
a beautiful and profound ar res-
tricted 1o a few specialists aroused
in me a desire 10 do all that one
individual could to spread an
appreciation and to find young
people who would dedicate them-
selves along with me to its revival
as a factor in the cultural remaiss-
ance of India."

Under the branches of a big
tree in Besant Gardens on_ the
shores of the sea the first pupil
danced. Thatched huts camé up in
the groves of Adayar. And these
were the sylvan classrooms where
Bharatanatynm was 1o be i

After Rukmini

The curriculum included spintual
teaching and acquaintance with
other art forms

Bharatanaty had &t this
uncture receded into the tawdry
.___._i_: of decay and decadence
Just like Chola sculpture that had
in later times given way to ex-
aggerated tine and curve, Bhar
atanatyam had arrogated to itself
inflated postures, superfluous and
unclassical Rukmini Deevi
purged the art form of this, giving
rise to the distinctive Kalakshetra
school of dance

Eschewing the highly eroticised
sringara rasa that had come to
dominate most performances, the
devotional aspect of dance was
stressed instead. She gave dignity
to the orchestra that earlier had o
be mobile, moving along with the

Devi...

dancer. Neck movements became
delicate, elbows became angular
and straight. The eyes and body
followed the movements of the
hands. Unlike the Vazh¥oor style
that is fluid, she cultiveied very

clean, staccato lines. JAnd the
Kancheepuram style, With its in-
sistence on n.:_.ﬂ___«_ﬂ.." q_uu.—w_._....
is not (o be found in Bie Kalak-
shetrn style. Exaggerfled abhi-
naya was modulate the dan-
cers did not have to Bpen their
mouths and pretend @ sing.

In a short time day sgholars and

boarders streamed into  clas-
srooms. The Central Government
and the Government of Madras
sanctioned funds @pd  scho-
larships. Donations poured in
from philanthropists nd funds
were raised by staging dance
dramas i

Kalakshetra starl
the best talents like Tiger Vara-
dacharya, ' Mysore
Vasudevacharya, the great com-

attracting

wers  and Sivan.
Lathakali entered portals of
Kalakshetra under the master ex-

wc_._n:_r Ambu ®md Chandu
anikkar. Be it the smallest of
details like drawing § kolam with
nice flour on the growd or making
palm leaf foramas; Bilkmini Dewi
raised it 10 & fn€art. Today
Kalakshetra has 2@ pupils on its
rolls, Not all of thes) learn danc-
ing. Some work foflthe Sangita
Shiromani degree inl} post gradu-

ate course affiliated to the Uni-
versity of Madras and a few leam
paining (Tanjore school) and
other fine arts

In the best traditions of the
gurukula system the ratio of
teacher to student is 1:5, and the
boys to girls ratio is 1:4 flute,
mridangam, violin and veena are
taught and the integrated course
in Bharatanatyam includes the
theory of music, yoga, Sanskrit

/

and English. The music diploma is
awarded at end of five years
while that in painting and dance
after four years

The Publications Division of
Kalakshetra has done research on
valuable manuscripts and edited
as well as H:._T___J.._._n._ a few. lis
hotographic section 15 equally
Amous

This department also runs a
microfilm service used by news-
papers and libraries in the coun-
lry. The Dr Swaminathan Aiyer
library contains rich material
research in Taml with a collect
of more than 1000 manuscrpis

In an attempt to —,.__,_"__uw“_.: the
unity of all artstc ar
Kalakshetra has revived tr:
handweaving.

for themselves and
vided employment

excellent work. The Kalaksk
endeavour impresses because &
effortlessly bridges the gap
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Kalakshetra suditorium: sylven surroundings

s be The style itsell was &
[; stic cult fMat, clean style, ra
Ihe adavis aramandis have
) temple 1o sl 80, The teachers, the
performer in former siudents i Devi,

¢ loyal than the king and

ﬁ’_t.u:ﬂ:_. 1 d. pareni can
ly give certain basics

They say theirs s the

Leela hits out: “She Today, some Kalakshetra
Devi)never res sle feel that perhaps Rukm
fought with devi did a wrong f ng by m
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5 :_.:f..._ i)
| ideas in the w

ﬁ._ﬁ: Ea
Cause

Those

happen
all the deas
» had

y lnok bevond the
They are

represe
taken the

nk they
they

Now Kalakshetrs

lly alienated

has

sell |

. You
with them iy their

We are

re the besi

ke Kalakshet
becatse of &




